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roots: Bagwﬂ;t' emuf&res -J:Ir's ;F'enway fave.
- The way Yaz used to do it

Houston is in position to produce two MVP awards in the

same year, and it would be quite-a study in contrast. We knew |

evervthing about Hakeem Olajuwon before he made it to the
NBA. and now he finally has an MVP award and a champion-
ship. Peaple know very little about Jeff Bagwell, except that
the Red Sox somehow let him get away and that Steve Garvey
willed him his forearms.

Bagwell entered this week with a .354 average, 28 home
runs and 88 RBIs, keeping the Astros in the National League
Central race and trying to become baseball’s first Triple
Crown winner since Carl Yastrzemski in 1967. Bagwell

- knows what he 1s up against, of course (read: Tony Gwynn).

but he knows as well as anyone that it can be done:

Bagwell grew up in Killingworth, Conn., a huge fan of Yaz.

“To me and my family, the Red Sox were everything,”
says Bagwell, 26. "'And through it all, Yaz was the one player
who 1s right in the middle of all these memories. I'm reading
‘the papers and | want to read about Yaz. I'm watching TV and
I.want to see Yaz, I'm playing ball with friends and I want to
be Yaz. Hey, every kid fantasizes.”

Bagwell is not only hitting the ball like Yaz, but hitting it
better than Yaz in his Triple Crown season. Yastrzemski hit
.326 with 44 home runs and 121 RBIs that vear. .

“It’s hard 1o think in those terms,”” Bagwell says. “He's z
player who meant everything to me when I was growing up.

"I was in the stands to see him get his 3,000th hit. | was
there when he hit his 300th home run. Those are the kind of
~numbers that make a career.” '

There is nothing flashy about the way Bagwell goes about |,

his job. There is no antelope stride in the way he runs and no
physique that looks like it has been chiseled from granite.

This is a body that might remind you of, well, Yaz.

“He's a guy about my size who was able to play so much
bigger.,” Bagwell says. "'He didn't have more natural tools
than everybody else m the game, but he got a hell of a lot
more out of the raw ability he had than just about everybody
else. Yaz just worked hard.”

When Bagwell was in Little League, he used to try to copy
Yaz's batting stance. That could prove difficult, because Yaz
" always seemed to be coming to spring training every year
with a new stance or 2 new way of holding the bat.

'So eventually Bagwell developed his own style and it has
brought him success. | -

“Listen, it's a lot of fun to sit in front of the TV at night and
- watch all the highlights on SportsCenter. You see yourself
hitting homers and you hear people mention your name.

“But you're as good as your last game,” Bagwell says. “']
learned that pretty early." . '
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I ETF‘H S BN There is also the question
PRI \TLIPLES of the designated hitter. The

American League plays long-
er games on the average and
one major reason is the D.H.
It adds at least a half-dozen
more at-bats, during which
pitchers must work more
carefully than they would
agamst pitchers, who bat in

Long games and bench-
clearing brawls seem to be
two dissimilar problems fac-

terrelated.

One reason for long games |
1s deep counts created by
small strike zones and wild
pitchers. If the strike zones
were more uniformly wid-
ened, there would be more
strikes called, shorter at-
bats and a quicker pace. And
at the same time, there .
would be fewer instances of
pitchers trying to knock hit-
ters off the plate with a per-
fect inside pitch that instead
gets too close to the batter
and creates the possibility
for fights. -

It is pretty obvious that

managers are not required to

reliever, as they do in ‘the
*N.L., where a pinch-hitter is
needed for the pitcher. As a
result, there is more time
wasted in the A.L. getting
pitchers warmed up.

As for fights, many of the
A L. incidents wouldn't hap-
pen if their pitchers had to go
to bat themselves. “"The
D.H. should be put in moth-
balls,” the Tigers' Sparky
Anderson says. “*If a pitcher

_ throws at someone in our
fewer time-consuming wres-

tling matches at the mound.
But more briskly played
games are also better-played
games. When pitchers are
working quickly and throw-
ing strikes, fielders are not

pitcher has to hit, you can
take care of hum when he
comes up and the whole
thing is over."” ®
— PETER PASCARELL

BY THE NUMBERS

There were 15 pitchers with at feast
10 victories at the Ali-Star break last

least 20. At this All-Star break. 16
pilchers were on & 20-victory pace,
yet another reason fans wouid be
robbed of exciterment by a strike.

Work stoppage or not, the second- .
halt pasts of the Orioles’ Mike Mussina i
and the Yankees' Jimmy Key enhance |

the prospect of a Cy Young Award race

rabek

wilhin & division race. in the National League, the Astros must hope
that Doug Drabek pitches this second half the way he did for Pitts-

burgh, and the Expos must hope that Ken Hill indeed is a differeni
pitcher,

These are the pilchers who had won at least 10 games at the
break, ranked by their career second - half winning percentages:

the National League. A.L. |

look ahead toward needing a |

league, the only recoursé is :
charging the mound. If the |

+ " Padres,

- 1994 Carser sacond haif

Pitcher Team W-L ERA  W-L ERA
Wilson Alvarez  Wnite Sox  10-4 363 13-B(B84) 385
MikeMussna  Oroles 13-4 296  17-9( 8541 325 -
Kenny Frﬂgersr Rangers  10-4 453  25.153 [ 625) 284
DougOrabek ~ Astros  10-5 307 63-39(618) 305
GregMaooux ~ Braves  31-5 180  59-38 ( 608) 299
smmy Key Yankees 13-2 331  64-42(604) 356

- _E!awd Cone Royals le-4 288  50-35(.588) 289
Bret Saberhagen Mels 0-4 315  54-3§(587) 336 |-
PatHentgen  BlueJdays 11-5 336  8-6(571; 448
Rangy Johnson Manners  10-4 309 . 35-28( 536} 374
Tom Glaving Braves - 10-7 420 44-36(550) 385
Bob Tewkspbury Cardinals 10-7 4.94  31-26(.544] 3.54
BenMcDonald Oroles  10-6 4.47  25.23(521) 3.36
Danny Jackspn Philies - 11-3 333  45.45({500) 358
Ken Hill Expos 13-3 327  20-33(¢.377) 396

- Mark Ciark Indians 10-3 3.71 5-10(.333), 4.25

‘Williams and Gwynn
- collecta season-high 18 hits in the 10-1

Pacific
- when he was called up June 14.

‘Monterrey,
in San Diego |

. scout Randy Johnson and assistant general
“tryout with the Padres du

 definitely meanta lottome.”
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offseason, Tory Gwynn and Eddie Williams -
~— who signed a minor league contract with
the Padres last December — would debate -

- hitting theory. Williams, a former Na. 1 pick

who had descended out of baseball in the
U.S,, always had been a dead- pull hitter
and believed in power; Gwynn talked about
hitting the ball all over the field.

" Williams remained stibborn, but he began’

taking Gwynn's words to heart. Last _
Sunday, Williams smashed two home runs
and drove in four runs; Gwynn went 3for4.
the Padres -

victory over the Mets. -

‘Williams started.the season at Triple- A
Las Vegas, and a long home run to the
?ﬁppnsite field in Salt Lake City convinced

m. o .

“| realized that was the best thing for.
me,"” says Williams, who was leading the
League-in homers and RBls

- Inthe first 65.games, San Diego's .
starting first basemen combined for 24
RBIs. Williams drove in 22 runs in his first
26 games and has won the job asan
everyday player. In his first start with the
iliams had a homer to left, a
single to center and a hard double down the
right-field fine. “Just like we talked about,”

Guymsays,

Nilliams, 29, played in Japan in 1991,
and in Mexico for most of the last two

| seasnns.nﬂerﬁnhhingthe'%seasmin

Williams jo
and was spotted by

ned a semipro team
Padres

Reggie Waller. Williams hada
ringthelast -
homestand of the year, but the team waited-

. to sign him. “l wanted to see how hard he

- was iling towork." Padres General

Manager Smith says.

. ﬂn'.?.rmaws\‘iﬁiamsisinﬂiabig leagues,
tie has become the good- natured
locker-room nemesis of Gwynn, whowants

‘Williams to persopaly thank him for his -

advice. “I'll never do it, because ff i doit
once then he'll want me tado it again,” -
Williams says, laughing. “Buthehas - o
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Hanson through: Starter Erik Hanson might
. never again pitch for the Reds. Hanson suf -
¢ fered a torn anlerior cruciate igament in his
P/ left knee last week trying to come off the
mound to field a bunt at San Francisco's
Candlestick Park. The injury will sideline the
29-year-old for the season. Considering he will be a free agent
this offseason and is making $2.7 milion, don't be surprised if he
ends up elsewhere in 1995. To replace him, the Reds called up
Kevin Jarvis from Triple- A indianapolis for his fourth stint with the
parent club this season. Cincinnati planned to start Jarvis one game
only — Tuesday against the Dodgers — before returning him 10
Indianapolis, where he would be able to pitch even if the major
leaguers strike. Jarvis is 8- 1 with a 2.95 ERA with Indianapolis and
- has won his last eight decisions. . . . Two starters remain from the
Opening Day five - man rotation, Jose Rijo and John Smiley. Hanson
joins Tom Browning (broken arm}) and Tim Pugh (back injury and
demotion) as ex-factors: If a strike is averted or short, expec!
General Manager Jim Bowden to deal for a starter to go along with
Rijo, Smiley, John Roper and Pete Schourek. . . . Qutfieider Jerome
Walton underwent surgery for bunions on both feet and is expected
lo miss four weeks. . . . Reliever Steve Foster was scheduled to
have arthroscopic surgery on his night elbow Tuesday by Or.
James Andrews in Birmingham. Ala. . . . Browning still is planning to
come back n 18985. In facl, he threw a racguetball around the
locker room last Friday.

Hunter produces: The addiion of first baseman/outheider Bran
Hunter from Pittsburgh for a player 10 be named paic off quickly. in
seven games, he was 7 for 21 ( 333} with four homers and 10
RBIs. but he suffered a right hamstring iInjury tast Friday. His contr:-
bution was especiglly welcome considering tne offensive nose cive
by night fieider Reggie Sanders, who found himseif temporaniy on
the bench in favor of Hunter because of a 4-for- 35 slump. Part of
Sanders’ probiems came from trying 1o imitate the swing of team -
mate Kevin Mitcheil. and part came from undisclosed personal
problems. “He may be on the psychological disabled list,'" Man-
ager Davey Johnson says. “In my way of thinking. thal's us! as
important as a broken arm. If you're not focused, you've got a
problem.” —Mike Bass

HOUSTON ASTROS

W-L:65-47 PLACE: 2nd

In the bag: JeH-Bagwell 1s the odds - on fa-
vorte for N.L. Mos! Vaiuable Player anc
would be the first Astro 1o win the awarc.
“Who else could you see winming i7"
Manager Terry Collins says. The Gianis'
Mait Wilhams, who leads the league with 42
nome runs, beiieves Bagwell is a iock. “"He's having an MVP sea-
son,” Wiliams says. “"Nobody is putling up those kind of num-
bers.” Through Suncay, Bagwell had set franchise records with 39
home runs and 116 RBIs. The previous records were 37 homers
by Jimmy Wynn in 1967 and 110 RBIs by current General Manager
Bob Watson in 1977. Will Bagwell regret an interruption by the
strike? "1 dread the slrike date because it means we won't have
reached an agreement and there won't be baseball,” Bagwell

says. “'The fans will be upset and it won't be good for baseball. I'm |

not dreading it because of what it might mean lo Jeff Bagweil.”

Budget relief: By trading Tom Edens, wno makes $450.000, the
Astros reaffrmed their bullpen as the bes! bargain i Daseball.
Ecens went 1o the Phillies for outfieider Milt Thompson July 31. The
highesi-paid pitcher in the builpen is Todd Jones, who makes
$135,000. Mike Hampton makes $114.000 and rookies Jonn
Hudek. Ross Powell and Dave Veres get the minimum salary of
$109,000. The five-man bullpen draws $576.000. Compare Ihat
to the $2.5 million that Mitch Wiliams draws while sitting at rss
ranchin Hico, Tex. Jones had the most experience, with 88 days in
the majors at the start of the season; Hampton had 73 and Powell
30. Hudek made his major league debut April 29 and Veres made

ris May 10. The bullpen numbers are 19- 14 with 28 saves in 36 |

chances. Take away Williams' numbers and the rest of the relievers
are 18-10 with 22 saves in 26 chances. . . . Jones had some T-
shirts printed up that the relievers are wearing under thew uniforms.
The front of the T-shirt reads: "Astros Builpen.” The back reads:
“No Time. No Experience. No Problem.”” Jones lefl off any mention
about money. “' think the last thing anyone wants to hear aboul is
a baliplayer compiaining about money,”" Jones says. ... Phil
Nevin, the first player selected in the 1992 drafl, has tailed off in his
second season at Triple - A Tucson (Pacific Coast. ) Nevin is hitting
.259 with 8 homers and 62 R8s in 113 games; he hit .286 with 10
homers and 83 RBIs a season ago. —NBiL HOHLFELD
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BY THE NUMBERS

Jose Rio reached doutie figres n sirkeouts for |
the therd trme this season and 22nd n his career when i
he struck out 12 las! Saturday. That malched hs Na-
honal League high. His career hugh was 16 n 1986
with Oakland. . . . Lagging n attendance despie fum-
ing a fitth- place team nilo a division leades, the Reds
finally made a box - office dent last weekend
Atianta. They soid 47,972 tickets for Fridayrught, then
52,567 for Sanrday right (the largest non - Opening
Day crowd since August 3, 1991} .. The nn lotal
alowed by Heds pilching last Friday n a 16-6 ioss

L CENTRAL - 23

A LOOK AHEAD

August 12-14: at Colorado
August 16- 18: at Philadelphia

The scheduled sirke seems 10 come al a bad tme
for the Reds. They are scheduled 1o face a coupie of
sub- 500 teams, while nval Houston plays the Braves
and the mproving Mels, both on the roac. Then the
Astros play six with Montreal. the league’s best leam,
sanowiched around three more with the Mels, whie
the Reds face relative ightwesghts St. Lows and Phila -
Oelph. . . The Reds are 4- 4 aganst the Rockes, 4 -

Season-ending knee injury. was the most by Cincnnati since June 19, 1987. 2 agains! the Phiies,
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; BY THE NUMBERS A LOOK AHEAD
| The Astros are playing a key 10 1 e NL West August 12-15: at Atlanta
- {
| race. They were ‘-8 agans! the first- place Docgers | AI.IEIISI 16- 18: at New York
| and 8-2 aganst the seconc-place Giants. . in 10
| games aganst the Giants, Jeff Bagwei s niting 543 © Though 13- 24 aganst ine Braves since 1992 the
. (19 for 35} win 5 homers, 10 coubles anc 17 RBIS. | Astros are 10-8 1 Allania n thal same perod. They
I Before this season, Bagwel hac a 333 average = look two oul of three n May n Alianta, witn Doug Dra -
| against the Gianis wilh B homers and 36 RBIs n trvee | pex pdcning a tnree - il shutout for one of Ihe victo-
| seasons. . Calchers Scott Servass anc Tony Euse- . nes  Tre Aslros haven't played in New York snce
| io had combined for 63 RBIs. Though niting 198, . Apnl 13- '7. wnen they iost two of three 1o the Mets
¢ Servais has 47 RBIs. Eusebio nas @ 303 average witr ~ Drabek won Ine only game n (hat senes, allowing
Jeff Bagwell: i 28 RBIs. .. Crag Biggo nas 41 coutées three off * three nifs and one run n eight nnings. The Astros are
Who else for MVP? ' Rusty Siaub’s club record 14 -4 agains! the Mels over the as! two seascns
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