‘Hubby Never
Had Failure,’

Beams Karen

e ]

Wife’s Phone Calls Helped

Bob Snap Swatlting Shump

al Columbus Last Scason

By LES BIEDERMAN
PITTSBURGH, Pa.

Karen Bailey Is a beauty. Since she'’s
marriecd to Bob Bailey, the Pirate
rookie third baseman who Is reputed-
Iy the highest-priced bonus player in
history, that would make Karen Bailey
a bonus beauty, And she certainly is.

This story is 26 per cent Bob Balley
and 75 per cent Karen Bailey, wife of
the bonus rookie and mother of their
three-month-old daughter, Caroline Jo.

So far life hasn't been too much of
a sirugele for tha Baileys. Things
have worked out rather well for the
young couple. They have love and af-
fcction, money and a child, Bob has
a pood paying job and all three Baileys
are in robust health.

However, i a erisis developed, these
two people would solve it quickly. Al-
though Bob is Just 20 and Karen only
19, both are older than their years,
They look older, tallk with a mature
mind, act like older pcople and think
like older people.

“I have so much conflidence In him,"”
IKKaren Bailey proudly said with a long
sigh of adulation and adoration.
“We've known each other for ycars
and years, about a third of our lives.
I knew him when I was 12 and we
started golng together when 1 was
14 and he was 15, We were married

when I was 18 and he was 19,
¢ & 9

Confident Even at .220 Mark

“I guess the reason I have so much
confidence In Bob Is that he doesn’t
Iknow the meaning of the word fail.
Ie received a great deal of publicity
when he signed with the Pirates and
then he went to Asheville, N. C., as
an 18-year-old boy.

“I knew It was a blg step for him
and it was his first time away from
home. But nelther of us ever wavered
for a moment. Not even when he
couldn’t seem to hit. Me batted .220,
but both of us knew things would
work out.”

Things did work out for Bailey, but
they took time. In the mcantime,
Bob and Karen were married, Novem-
ber 18, 1961, and he was to start phase
No. 2 of his carcer In the spring train-
ing camp of the Pirates in Iebruary
of 1962,

“I certainly had false Ideas of my

Even Bob Isn’t Quite Suve
JHow Large lis Bonus Was

PITTSBURGIH, Pa.—DBob Bailey
has always set his sights high.
Maybo that's tho reason he was
able to command what Is generadly
regarded ag the bigpest bonus in
history: anywhero from $150,000
to $200,000. llowever, even Bailey
admits his bonus deallnes have so
many ramifications It's difficult (o
put a price tag on the size of it.

But Bailey's ambition s even-
tually to go lnto tho 1Iall of Fame
at Cooperstown.

“This may sound strange com-
Ing from a young man who has
played less than 15 blp leapue
games, but I always alm high,”
Bob sald. BIFDERMAN.,
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KAREN BAILEY will never sing “"Bob Bailey, Won't You
Please Come Home?' The Pirate bonus baby's life is built
around his wile and infant daughter, Caroline Jo. At left, Bob
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ability after that half-scason at Ashe-
ville,”” Bob laughed. “Do you know
people were telling me in high school
how good I was and 1 believed them.
I shouldn’t have done that,

“I was so puffed up with my own
importance, I figured I'd be in the
majors within a half year after 1
graduated from high school. But after
the way I struggled at Asheville, 1
began to have doubts 1I'd ever make it
to the majors. At least I knew It was
not going to be easy.

“The Arlzonz Instructional League
helped me a great deal that fall and
the work I did there changed my out-
look completely, Then I sct a new
target date for the majors: 1965, 1
ficured I had much to learn, but I
had a long time in which to learn It.”
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Slow Siart Meant Fast Finish

Karen feels she had a great deal
{o do with Bob's sudden rise at Co-
lumbus last summer. He started
slowly with the Jets of the Interna-
tional Leapue and then {finished In
such a flurry he carried everybody on
his bandwagon.

“When Bob didn't starvt hitting  at
Columbus, we weren't worried, but
wo were concerned,” Karen said. “l
knew he'd come through and I kept
telling him he would.

“There was one Incident T remem-
ber well. I usually wrote Bob every
day. He doesn’t like to write letlers,
so he'd phone me when he got into
a new city or if he had a good game.
However, if he failed to call me. I'd
call him, knowing he may have had a
bad night and nceded a boost In
norale,

“His batting average was going
downhill at Columbus and I knew by
the sound of his voice over the phone
he nceded encouragement. The day his
average was at its lowest was the day
my doctor told me I was going to have
a baby,

“I phoned him that nlght and he
started hitting like a demon. The news
scemed to relax him."

The poise of the young couple is
amazing.

“I always had great confidence In
myself,”” Bob said with pride. "l
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‘I Was Just Lucky; I’d Have
Signed for Nothing”—DBailey

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Bob Bailey
calls himself a lucky kid—lucky
the bonus was there and he was
able to grab it.

“Baseball is my whole life and 1
never thought of anything else,”
the Pirate rookie said, “I played
quarterback on the Wilson High
School team at Long Beach, Cahif.,
but baseball was in my blood. I
would have signed {or nothing.
But I was fortunate to get a good
bonus.

“I like pressure, I like to hit
with the winning run on base.”
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never was alraid of baseball or of a
challenge. T always felt I was rcady
for anything that came along.”

Bailey has been bothered with a
slight sorencss in his Ieft shoulder, the
result of a checked swing early in
spring training. The injury has slowed
him down. He missed the camp games
and the first ten exhibitions, It was
apparent the ailment didn’t give him
completle [reedom of movement at bat,

* ¥ &
She Likes to Build His Ego

“Oh, certainly, I was worried about
his shoulder,” Karen sald laughing.
“I knew It gave him pain, but 1 tried
not to let him know I was concerned.
I kept telling him it was going to be
all right and he’d be a big star this
year. I like to build up his ego, al-
though this is difficult because he's
anything but egotistical.”

Up to now, the Baileys have built
their life around Caroline Jo. At Co-
lumbus last summer, Karen saw Bob
play every game at home. But this
spring, Caroline Jo has kept Karen
tied down.

“I like baseball and like to watch
Bob play, but our days are built
around our baby,” the 19-year-old
mother said. "Bob likes to eat at home
and I like to cook. We alwavs eat al
home and Bob likes my pies, cakes
and cookics.”

When was the last time vou heard
of a 19-vear-old mother baking pics,
cakes and cookies for her family?
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bds his wife and daughter good-bye as he heads for the bal
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park. At right, on his return home he picks up Caroline Jo
and gives her the full treatment {rom a doting f{ather.

Cactus Kids

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

(Eastern) last season and had a 14-9
record, The San Francisco farm-
hand's earned-run average was a fine
2.88.

The Los Angeles Angels and the
Houston Colts appear to be going with
veteran pitchers this year. None of
their rookies Is ready.

The Indians have two eye-poppers
in Floyd Weaver and Sonny Siebert,
The former has a chance to become
a starter this season.

The tall, righthanded Texan, who
was 10-10 at Salt Lake City (Coast),
pitched the final game of the season
for the Indians and handcuffed the
Angels.  Unquestionably, he has a
major league fast ball, curve and

temperament.
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Siebert Slowed by Injury

Sichert was coming fast until he
strained a muscle in his side during
a recent exhibition game, This set
him bhack.

Jack Warner of the Chicago Cubs
is a 22-yvear-old righthander who im-
pressed me as having the stomach
and the control required of a good
relief Pitcher,

Phil Murdock pitched in a couple
of B games I saw and threw shutout
ball each time,

And now back to Perry, the best of
a fine lot. He has one advantage over
his closest competition, Morchead and
Weaver. He pitched 43 innings of ma-
jor league ball for the pennant-win-
ning Giants and his experience shows.
Had he pitched three more innings, he
would have fallen out of the roskie
category,

Now to the other rookies—ihe non-
pifchers.

I hope I won't be accused of fay-
oritism in saying the Indians, whom
I cover, had the three best rookies in
the West In Martinez, Davalillo and
Max Alvis. I am trying {0 be com-
pletely objective,

As a matter of fact, my close view
of the Indians could have been a
handicap to their rookies, for they
were under the microscope every
single day and not every perform-
ance can be top grade. I rate Alvis be-
hind Martinez and Davalillo because
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Freshman Gaylord Brother
of Tribe INMurler Jim Perry

ON ROAD WITH INDIANS—
Gaylord Perry, the San Francisco
Giants’ fine rookie pitcher, is the
brother of Jim Perry, the Cleve-
land Indians’ righthander,

When Gaylord was signed for
$85,000, Jim quipped, “He got the
money but I got the arm.”
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he 1s less relaxed and the tightness
shows in his fielding.

Choosing between Martinez and Da-
valiilo is an almost impossible tagk,
I find. Davalillo is the most exciting
playver to come into the majors since
Willie Mays. The little fellow has the
flare for the sensational and his ex-
ceptional speed makes each race with
the ball a cops-and-robbers chase.

He also has a remarkable bat, dub-
bed a ‘“seeing-eye’’ one, by his man-
ager, Birdie Tebbetts, because of the
way in which his hits seem to find
the infield holes.
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Tony Has Poise of Vet

Martinez has no flash at all. He's
so sleady that it's difficult to realize
he's a rookie, He's not as fast as
Davalillo, but has better than aver-
age speed, excellent range and a
strong arm. At bat, he's a team hit-
ter, being able to put the ball be-
hind the runner.

The Houston Colts have an out-
standing rookie catcher in John B'a_tE'
man, He is living up to the scouting
reports on him. This big fellow, who
won't be 21 until July, batted .280 at
Modesto (California) Jast season, hit-
ting 21 homers and knocking In 75
runs, He’s agile, aggressive, has de-
sire—and a good swing, Bateman 18
going to be a good major leaguer.

The Chicago Cubs have made his-
tory in the rookie department, Last
vear, Ken Hubbs was Rookie of the
Year In the National League. The sea-
son before, another Cub, Billy Wil
liams, won the honor. And, in 1960,
their man Ron Santo came in second.

Their candidate this season is Nel-
son  Mathews, who hit .368 at
Wenatchee (Northwest) a year &go.
He has demonstiated his power this
spring and has an outside chance {0
brealk into the lineup in center.




