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PRE-SEASON INIURY
HASTIERS ITERY

SOME FEAR ACCIDENT TO HAMLIN

That Bloom in Spring Shrink Away Like

Pitchers Frequently

L A ]

BY DELAYS OF TWO KEY CITIES

S i

Assist in Failures by

| MAJOR FADE-OUTS NOT AN EXCLUSIVE ROOKIE FAD

CARRIES ILL BODINGS

e REMEMBER GEC.ROME —
Montgomery and Columbus Seek Backing F iﬂdfﬂg Weaknesses ” GEORGE STONE?R w%%féggé?gg Pitcher Suffers Douhble Fracture of Left
of Major Clubs Belore Entering; Other —_— ' Ahlé?ngHEéngE Fﬂﬁ:&{ EHWHFE Arm In Auto Smash-Up; Cochrane
) HIS
six Towns Ready to Go Many Seasoned Players Have £ Hl‘?‘l?! N E-I- SWNER

oNTGOMERY, Ala.—The
gaiilenstern League doc-
tors will ge Info confers
ence at  Pensacola, Fla,
Sunday, March 3, for the
fifit and fnal examination
of the patient 1hat has been
suffering since May, 1032,
with sleeplng sickness, and
] in all probability will come

Faded Out Like the Rawest
Roekie When Confidence
Failed; Kress, Whitney and
Hurst Recent Examples

P —

(N BATTING WITH. A
- MARK OE. 358 AND
THEN WENT INTG
A RAPID DECLINE~

/

g
N

15
5 ..ll.'IJ

S\ COMISKEY VOWEP
ROHE WoulLD BE
By A MEMBER OF
T THE Sox AS JoNG
AS HE LIVEp—
BUT HE FoRGoT
HOW To HIT-AND
THE NEXT YeAR

Walts for Squad In Lakulu'nd

ETROIT, Mlch.—By the first
of next week the advance
squad of Tlgers will be in
iralning for the pennant
fight they hope will be as
successiul as the last one.
Pitchers and calchers are
to  report at Lakeland,
March 3. Some of them,
notably Elden Auker and

out with a revived and Elon Hogselt, already are
nealilhy eircuit, Progress has been retarded By FREDERICK G. LIEB \ ~ ' W#H% }'-I]!.'gi&_ in Florida, and the rest will proceed from
somewhat because the two Key citles— ITHIN ancther week, the erack L. l :I'Imir %ﬂmes Iin varlous paris of the coun-
Columbus, Ga,, and Mon{gomery, All—want of the busy bat will ring in HE COULDNT PELICANS | Ly e enly one leaying from Detroit is

sustenance served up in large doses by
major backlng.

Pramised supporl from Branch Rickey of
{he St. Louls Cardinals for Monlgomery hins
not materialized, but Roy Willinms, presl-
dent of the Southeasiern League, has been
advised that the Redbird front olfice is sl
“inlerested.” The delay in negotlations has
been caused by [ailure of agreement on
ferms between Cramfion Bowl trusices, ops
erators of the ball park, and the Cardinals.

Meanwhile, Columbus,  abways  a de-
pendable onfry In the old Soulheastern, is
alonf to the civie pride angle and home own-

teaining camps scattered from
the Essl Coast of Florlda 1o
Catalina, the magic isle off the
mainlond of Southern Cali-
fornin., Unknowns from HKee-
kulk, Peoria and Watkins Glen
will stand up to the plaie against the
pliching of a Hubbell, Harder or Dizzy
Dean and wilh ringing clouts bash their
offerings to all corners of the semi-iroplcal
landscope.

The impetuous young bascball writer wiil
tlash 1o his portable and employing the
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T AN ELEPHANT
HIT THE SI1ZE | WITH A HANDEULL

GUYS! FRANK GLEICH
15 ANOTHER TY GOBB
T \AND TRIS SPEAKER

TOLLED |NTo ONE!!

] -

SOMETIMES

THE SMARTEST OF

(N NEW

Frankie Reiber, the reerult backstop, who
hos heon spending the winter at Batitle
Creek.

Luke Hamlin, ihe lean pitcher, was to
have departed along with Reiber, Arthur
Sheahan, road sceretary, and Aloysius Je-
rome Egan, veteran scout, but has heen
delayed by an automobile wreek, Whilae
driving about his home lown of East Lana-
ing o few days ago, Hamlin lost control
of his ear and it croshed Inle a tree on
the Michigan Stale College campus, Luke's
left arm was Jfractured in two places and
doclors sald that he would be two or three

= b ps zve | Adjectives of & moving piclure press agent, L MAMAGERS ARE weeks late In getting down 1o work,
ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁg I:-!III;L iﬂtulgﬂ_ il;ﬂ'tmﬂ?ﬂ ﬁf’: purse- | he will regale msl rr:nr.lersiu: i:mt ek l1.1:u-1m:I mﬂ: DANGERQUS~ fits f : . EFQOLED — Fortunately for Hamlin, his pitching arm
’ ' - voung hitter o i
strings in the hands of Brookivn offeials, :-;:E;LEET::[ c‘l:ﬁ;; 11,1 '1’: g:‘:gﬂenmsv npp!fmmhc': IM usT 'I'E'Eﬂﬁ ; i) ‘. QFET was undamaged. His Injury means that

Piltsburgh was sald to be Interesied some
time apo, but withdrow,

The eipht cities counted on in the new
sol-up are Annision, Gadsden, Salem, Moe-
bile and Meontizomery, Ala; Columbus and
Macon, Ga., and Pensacolo, Fla. Annlston
and Gadsden weore former red-hotl competi-
fors in the Georgla-Alabama League, Class
D, while Moblile had Class A ball for yeats
in the Southern Association.

Peonsscola, Maonigomery, Columbus and
Selma were original members of the old
Southeastern, and Macon was a member of
ihis organization, which started oul on a
shoestring in 1032, snd eollapsed barclooted.
Prior 1o thiz bad starl, the Soulheastorn
enjoyed five prosperous scasons and dozens
of erack players were developed for the In-
ternationnl, Southern, American Association
and major leagucs.

The Souiheastern is headed by an oner-
getie, enthusiastic leader in Reoy Willlams
af Mnacon., Baschall is his hobby and his
keen business judgment and knowledge of
ihe game equip him idenlly 1o run a elr-
cuft that will prosper and serve bascball
admirably—if the "loose ends” can be iled

In the baseball firrmament. Semetimez he
is right. Ewver so nften a Gehrig, Foxx or
# Trosky makes his appearance in a train-
ing camp. More often he is wrong. Base-
ball managers and veleran writers always
are leary of the spring morning glorvies.
They would rather soe ithe youngsters in
whom they are inileresied come along grad-
ually.

Of vourse, even the wise ones are f{ooled.
In his Jacksonville training camp of 1620
Miller Hugging had a young cutlielder by
fhe name of Frank Gleieh. He came from
fhe old Mlchigan-Ontario League and Miller
fell for him heeok, line and sinker.

It was an interesting eamp. Babe Ruth
wasz making his first appearance as a Yan-
kee, and Huggins had two other {talented
rookies who later won distinciion, Bob
MMeusel and Rip Collins, the Toxas pitcher,
Lefty O'Doul, as {flashy a kid as ever ap-
peared in a training camp, was starting his
second season with the club as a pitehier.

The apple of Miller's eye, nevertheless,
was Gleich. In the years afler 1020 that
1 accompanied Miller over {ihe training
trafls, I never recoall him geiting so steamed

MY IRON HAT
WAS

i

sirong defensive outfielder. He came along
rather slowly as a hitter and then one sea-
son he seemed 1o get the real hatting

" SMEAD JOLLEY

/' ELELDER AND HAD
4/ TO DO A LOT OF HITTING
TO COVER UP Hig
SLOWNESS = Byt HIS
HITTING PROPPEDP
FROM 204 WITH
FRISCO To .2BO

WITH THE RED SOA~-
AND HE FADED AWAY-

ball player, as he was wvery fast and a

A POOR

Blue Ridge to Operate

[ Jjﬁ
GOSH! T CANT
FlIGuRE HOW I
FORGOT HOW T@
IT 'EM \WHERE
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250 and 250, That's not like the old Whit-
ney.

No doubt the worst case of a batting col-
lapse In reecenlt years was that of Don

\.

they are not even oware of 1t Kress' fail-
ure, after a great promise, Is aitrlbuted to
the fact that he became too heavy for his
slze, The weight and bulk just came as

the other candidates for ihe siaff will get
the jump on him. This, however, will he no
new experience for Hamlin, Last spring he
wak taken {1l with fever at Lakeland and
was not rendy to DpDileh untll almost mid-
season. By that time the Tiger hurling
corps was well erganized and Luke had no
chance to win a regular place,
was largely in relief roles, though we recall
that on his twenty-sighth birthday, July
3, Mickey Cochrane elected him to start
against the Indlans and Hamlin celebrated
with an Impressive vietory In 1he Cleva-
land ball park.

May Have Bad Psychological Effect.
With 13 other plichers on the roster, tha
Tigers are in position to get along without
Hamlin until he fully recovers and works
himeelf inte shape, The chief effect of his ab-
sence, if any, will be psychological, Already
some of the fans are wondering whether the
aceldent presages a run of 111 Juck to the
Detroit team. All winter, certain eritics
have been harping upon the freedom from
mishap that helped the Tigers to the cham-
plonship Jost year and insisting thoat it is
not in the eards for such luck io endura.
If this noilon has been driven deaply

up. laver. 1 knack., Ilie was up with the big bailers. AGERSTOWN, Md—The Blue Hurst, former Philly {irst base star, who | he moved along in his middle {wenties. enocugh inio the minds of the players, the
) Rickey Expeeied to Attend Meetlng. | up OVET 0 YOUBE Dlayer. Ahe odd MHE1Byuy the knack agaln eluded him and he Ridge League is io velurn to | |fnfled so lgnominiously after being irad-| The trouble may be in the eyes. Sinus |injury to the gangling right-handes will be
League officlals belleve Branch Rickey o o0 i There was a lot of kid. | {81l back to the .230-240 grade of hitters, Organized Ball on a  sbd-day ad 1o the Cubs for young Camilli last season. | {rguble and an infected optic nerve short- | anything but a mental tonie,
will attend the final organization meeting ding about Glelch's ability between Huggins |, Sthwellzer was a one-year sensation. He basis, This was decided al o Hurst always had been a_hitter, golng back | ened George Sisler's carcer as a super-star, | When Cochrane,

af the Southcastern in the evenlt he does
not conclude his arrangements with Mont-
gomery by that time. The Capital Clly has
an ideal ball park, vquipped with lights, and
iz located in the center of the leapue wilh
a tremendous drawing territory. Close 1o
110,000 fans palkd thelr way into Cramion
Bowl during the 1020 scason and ihe at-
tendance nearced the 100,000 mark during one
other yenr of Montgomery's membership in
the old Soulhepstern,

Kid Elberfeld. one of haseball’s most col-
orful flgures, has been signed by the Gads-
dean club. Elberfeld's cxperience and his
ability to lead a iteam most likely will
enable the Gadsden Interesis to operate
their elub al a profit.  The nalural vivalry
wilh Annisten, enly 26 miles away, also
wilt help to pack the park when these rivals
clash. .

and the writers.

“All right, laugh, smart puys' Miller
would say.  "Gleichh has everylhing, In
two years, I'll show you one of the great-
est hitting ouifielders New York ever has
soon,'” .

Miller opened ihe season with Gleleh in
right fiecld. He played several hitless games
and was benched. He stuok thal vear os a
subsiituie, was farmed out the next and
after the Yanks let him go he never pot
any higher than Class B,

L ] L] il

“Nearest Thing to Speaker”

Hardly Lasts Past Opening Day

E HAD a =zomewhat slmilar oxperls
w enee sevarnl vears earller with Walter
Trumbull, formerly of 1the New York
Evening Sun, and then an experienced

hit .201 in 1908, the year the Ameriean
League hod only three 300-hilling regulars,
The next two seasons Schwellzer iried 1o
regain the sccerect he had lest and 3i. Louls

wondered how Al ever had hit his 201,
¥ B W

Rohe, a World's Series Hero,

Couldn't Stick as Regular

ALKING of brief batling sensations of
T ihat period, we mustn't overlook George

Rohe, the star of the 1006 World's

Series. the one in which the White Sox
won a surprising victory from the Cubs,
winners of 116 Natlonal League games, in
the all-Chicage World Serles. An Injury
o George Davis, great shorislop of the
Chicagoe Americans of thal day, put Rohe
Inio ithe series at third base, Lec Tanne-
hill moving over 1o short. Triples by Rohe

mecting  in Hagerstown  last week
nfter- & previous vote had Indieated
the plan was 1o he abandoned. Fred-
erick, ihe lone hold-out for amateu:
Lall, finally fell in line, Frank Col-
ley of Hagerstown will serve as
president of the league,

Chambersburg, Mariinsburg, Fred-
erlck and Hagerstown have indlealed
thelr willlngnezs io operate and it
5 believed that Wayneshore and
Cumberland will enter 1o make It &
slxsclub glrcult,

A salary limit of $700 a monlh foo
14 players, including the manager,
was lxed by the Clasg Id league, Ma-
jor league clubs will be limited o
flve players ithey may send 1o the
clubs ihey sponsor. hirteen rookie
players without previous experlence
must be carrled and the one class
man mugt be the manager, ..

The eclubs will operate as commu-

io his ear]y wyears in the Cardinal chaln sys-
tem. He had hit well with the Phillles, and
resched his {op in 1032, when he cracked
out an average of 338, hit 24 homers and led
his league in runs batted in with 143.
Hurst was a hold-out the next spring and
threatened 1o go to the movies if Gerry
Nugent didn't come aecross. Perhaps it
would have been better if Don had made
good his threat 1o go to movieland and re-
tired on his 1832 lourels, Sinece ithen, it hag
been sad. He slumped {o a (267 average in
1032, but the real smash=-up in his batling
average came lagt season, He wound up
with a 220 average for 91 games and a mea=-
ger 31 runs batted in. After a poor siari, he
Phillles 1roded him 1o 1he Cubs, where it
was believed ihe chance 1o play on & con-
lender and possible chomplon would spur
Hurst to his old deeds. But, with a ehance

Mark Koenlg, shorisiop for Huggins' great
Yaniee elubs of 1026, 1027 and 1028, was
foreed out of the majors by eye irouble,
The fact that he did not iry io hide this
weakness and looked up one of the best
oceculists he could find on the Coast made
his return to the blg leagues possible,

HANEY GOMPLETES TRAINING PLANS

Toledo's Ballerymen Due to Assemble In
Merldian, Mids,, March 10,
TOLEDOD, O~The first contingent of the
Mud Hens' 1033 squad has been ordered to
assemble at the Meridian, Milss, training
base, March 10, This announcement was
made by Manager Fred Haney shortly after
his arrival in Toledo., Included in the flrst

already In Lakeland,
heard about Hamlin's trouble, he sald it
mannt ithat the younger pltchers would he
watched more closely. He was referring
to Jog Sulllvan, the southpaw, who 15 com-
ing up from Hollywood; Jake Wadse, pur-
chased from Beaumont; Clyde Hatter, from
Loufsville; Izzy Goldsteln, back for another
trial, and Steve Larkin, recalled from Beau-
maont.

Since last October, Cachrane has believed
that at least one of ithe flve will win =
Dotrodt borth, Now, there is & beiter chance
that two will land on the payroll, at least
temporarily. Sullivan brings the bost record
gnd is aeccounted by the scouts and other
chservers as the most likely prospect.
Cochrane Iniends to glve ihe newoomers
a chance in ihe early exhibition games ihat
slart on March 16, when Jimmy Wilson takes
hizs Philedelphin Nationals to Lakeland, The

_ Milton Stock, the old macstro, 18 WORKING | pasepall welter, Bill Donovan was man- [In the first and third games won pitehing (| iy~ projects, with local directors || 9% succeeding Grimm as the club’s regular | groypn will be some 12 pitching aspirants | Detrolt manager has full knowledge of the
ﬂ"ﬂnurﬁ I::“Fiﬁalr:a gliu:;“:hl!:mlifnr;ﬁm?; ager of the Yanks at the time and we had |duels for ihe Sox; he carried his hitting and officers, although &l of ihem, || fTst baseman, he fell down ignobly and was | ang fhree catchers, The other glayel:a will | capabliities of veterans like Fred Mar-
(4] o, og W A

his help will come from Cineinnail's base-
ball schools and other Hedleg holdings.
Selma is probably the rlehest of the small
towns In ihe proposed league—in experlence
and enthusiasm, anyway. Maurlee I. Bloch
lhiad ihe good {fertune 1o sell a gang of
Zinn Beek's hoys fram the great champlions
ship team of 1031. That dough iz still avail=

a voung oulllelder by ihe namec of Don
‘Brown. He could hilt in Macon and was
fast and o showy kid in 1the outfield. Trum-
bull wroie one line of which he never
heard the end: "Don {8 the nearest thing
to Tris Speaker I ever have seen on ihe
ball field™

Shortly after that Don blew up with a
dull thud., ¥He stuck until we gol back to

through io the end of the series, whacking
out an average of ,355. In the leaguc sca-
son, Rohe hit 258 in 74 games. The Sox
in that season hit 228, the second Jowest
{eam averags of the 16 big league clubs,
That's why ihc baseball world then knew
them a5 the "Hitless Wonders."

Following his wonderiul World'e Series
hitting, Comiskey and Flelder Jones do-

- exoept Hagerstown, wiill b8 sponsored
by others of higher classification.

ment for his transgressions and had & big
sepson. So Fuchs brought him bnek into
the majors willh the Braves, The Judge
thought "What-a-Man" Shires and Al Spoh-
rer, whom Shires had met in the ring, would

gent to the minors.
L] L ] [ ]

If Youngster Has Wenkness

Pitchers Soon Find It Out

HAT Is the reason for a player losing
WHis batting form? Ii is a diMeult
auestion to answer, In the cases of
the spring flashes or the one-year

azsemble Mareh 17,

The first group that will roll info Missis-
sippl will embrace Lawson, Collier, Bariu-
lis, Doljack, James, Kersey, Buchanan, Gra-
ham, Slephens, NWichols, Welly, and Judy,
pilchers, and Sisce, Sukeforilh and Laskows
eki, calchers.

All Mud Hen contracls were put in the

berry, Schoolboy RHowe, Tommy Bridges and
Vie Sorrell, hut he has never lald an oye
tipon Sullivan, Wade or Hatter and has no
first-hand knowledge of the development
of Goldsteln eand Larkin after they left
here Inst summer.
Four Benefit From Advance Work,

Marberry and Bridges have gained a run-
ning start on the rest of the stall by go-

able for baseball in Sclma. New York, but net long thereafier, For |cided they had 1o make a place for such " | sensations, it is easy. It takes pitchers a [mail late last week, DPresident Shank had §3.-"4. ot Springs for some preliminar
Joe Engel, the Chatlanooga showmat, | years our nickname for Trumbull was|a hitler on their regular line-up. Rohe I"‘{";,Jﬂéi “{Ti.,f'ﬂ‘ff;‘!’ﬁﬁ,'} *}I}.,“L";ﬂf.““h"m""}fr while to find the young hitter's weakness, | been ;}mlkumbu[l::ﬂ unlj%dilm arll;‘wa]l 5': Man- hnﬁ]ing out and hill elimbing. Auker andl
hasn't safd so, but his tie-up with Selma | *Don Brawn.™ played all through 1007 at third base, bul | puechs in 80 games in 1932 and had o be But once the- news iravels sround the ngﬂrmianw. o reumadng :~:|F gﬁ d uflﬂlb&i Elon Hogsett alio promise to report in
may medn that he will release his veteran In JUSIiL“E' 14 Wﬂltﬂr. I will Say that ("‘“‘E‘I‘E’E’d with a 213 average for 144 Eames, sent back. - Hrﬂuﬂuinﬂ of the di:}n-ﬂuup i]t soon is l:ﬂﬂi; :-‘E['E;?Ev;;g- 'Iﬁgl';nf';h: E;]:ir!;;nm ;fre E;;!n Hml | petter than Average 'Ehape' as a result of
scouf, Zinn Bﬂ'l:!'h and s=end him down io Brown fooled another pretly smart base- That was even lower {han the team avers . oW l?ﬂ“ k“ﬂW]EﬂEE._ tehers learn a EETLE Eot nr" o . d 1 1 f;:sﬂd? waekE HFI-EIIt in the Florida stinshine.
manage ihe Cloverleafs again, Selma fans| pall man, In fact, they don't come any |age. 50 George was shunted to the minors. youngster Is a sucker for a eutve or o h“" mits that the plarine end 15 the ontv raze | There have been no developments in the
would like that, Beeck's 1931 Selma {eam | smarter, Connie Mack gave Don another | There were other flashes of that period. | Jolley Started Out Strong just above his knees. Then the case be- ik e playing cnd 05 the only part | .... of Schoolboy Rowe, whose contract

was one of the greatest Class B combina-
ilens in the historvy of baseball. Look
the records if you don'l belleve it

The population of the elght towns in the
Souiheastern s more lhan 400,000, And
Selma, Gadsden, Columbus and Anniston,
the smallest four iowns, have only 125.000.
Yet, these four towns will draw better than
thelr population, & bit unusual, but true,
The little {fellows will eertainly do iheir
share in this loop.

Tho 5t. Louis Cardinals will play an ox-
hibitlen game on April 3 In Ozark, Ala.,
member of the Dixle Amateur League,
which was organized and operatcd wiih
great success for iwe ycars by the wrlier,
who served as president.

up

irial several wears after the Yanks 1urned
him loose. Brown had one mediocre sea-
son with Connie and then faded out.

One iraining season docsn't make a hit-
ter. Nelther does one league =scason. In
faci, there are numerous Incidents of play-
ers who show hitting skill for two or
three years and then suddenliy lose it.

The St. Louis Browns have had more
than their share of such playvers. Remem-
ber Georpe Stone and the furore he kicked
up among-the Mound City fans of a genera-
tlon back by leading the Amerlean League
in hitiing in 1800 with an average of 3387
That was hittlng in that peried, It was
George’'s first 300 average in the majors,
He was stlll good the next year, but fall

Nig Clarke, the Cleveland ecaicher, who
hit 358 in 1006 and iwe years later waos
down to .241, Nig had a modern counter-
part in Clyde Sukeforth, former Red and
Brooklyn catcher. Clyde jumped hiz bat-
ting average from .132 in 1928 {0 .354 in
1028, the biggest one-year gain ol which I
have any recoilection. Then the averape
melted away in successive years, 284, .250,
234, 006,

Cinelnnatl fans can recall when they
had wvisfons of Hughie Critz, the crack little
second haseman, belng a sccond Willle
HKesler., With two Minneapolis averages of
427 and 328 behind him, Hughie hit 322
In 1924, his {iret season with the Reds, He
seemed to have thatl important Keeler knack

But Couldn't Keep Pace

OLLEY was a poor fielder and had 1o do
Jn lot of hitling to cover up his slow

ground-work. Just before Smead came

east e had twe bpiting vears of 404
and 387 with San Franclsco, He storied
with 313 and 300 wilth the White Sox.
Traded 1o «Boston, he dropped to 280 in
1933, which wasn't enough to keep a player
with no greater flelding ability In the ma-
jors.

Kress looked like one of ihe greatest
shortstops slnee Wagner when he first came
up with 1the Browns in 1928, It would make
Phil Ball's heirs sick if {they knew the offer
Miller Huggins made for Hress after his

comes psychological. The pitcher pltehes
with more and more confldence, while the
confildence which the young hitter brought
into ihe league rapidly is dissipated.

Then I belleve the law of averages has
gomething 1o do with it. I mentioned the
case of Sukeforth. No doubt when he hit
132 in 33 games in 1028 he must have hit
a lot of balls hard which went on a lino
to fielders, or his manager would not have
held on 1o him or employed him in 33
games, "The noext yvear the law of averages
worked for him overtlme. Admiliing the
boy had made progress, it wasn't in the
cards for him 1o hit 364 In B4 pames. He
must have had many breaks and was hit-
iing over his head, Two years Jater he

he's Interested in, and that once a player
is under eoniraci, he expecis him {o give
the team 100 per cent service,

President Shank and Manager Haney have
been dolng a hit of missionary work here
ihe paost few days, which has c¢reated a
great deal of early interest. The iwo offi-
clals have beeri luncheon or dinner guesis
gf ithe Exchange, IKiwanls, Lions, Elks and
Rotary eclubs., At o]l of {hese gatherings,
the new manager discussed his team, while
Shank reiferated his intention of provid-
ing Toledo wiithh high-class ball,

Permission has been grantied for the slag-
ing of an opening-day parade, and the
mayor is doing his part to encourage local
merchanis io close up shop on the after-

difficultiee remain unsetiled, Frank J, Na-
vin, who headed for Florida a week ago,
did net go direetly ie Lakeland io confer
with Cochrane, as announced, Instead, he
went to Miami for a vacation befora pro-
ceeding 16 the Tiger camp. He will ba on
hand when the first of the batterymen ar-
rive. Rowe is expected io he among them,
and {here is every reason to believe that
ihe salary differences between the School-
boy and his employver will be setiled with-
eut prolonged argument,

Navin's delay in reaching Lakeland liko-
wize has kept the reported tronefer of Ger-
ald Walker to some other club in the back-
ground. Rumors persist that the Yankoes

agre in ithe market for the young outfelder
FRANCIS X, STEPHENSON. |of 38 polnts to .320. The nexi vear he was | of “hitting ‘em where they -aint.” But after | {irst season, Broad-shouldered, with a nat- \strucic. a more normal level with .256 in | noon of Aprll 16, but, 1 any progress hes been made, offi-
- —ldown to .281 and two years Jater he was | 1924, they -apparenily played Hughie bet- | Yral right-handed swing, Ralph looked like | 112 games. Yet the quick up and down | George Buchanan, young southpaw hurler, | cials ore keeping it a closely-guarded secret,

biggest change can be found in the pitching department, where Wilson has seven newcomers and one hurler whe was recalled. | averages were: 212, 243, 285, .272, .298, ‘o

Joe Bowman and John Pezzullo, two of the additlons, went to the Phils by way of New York in the Dick Bariell deal. Pezzullo | 519, Em, ' 5

put in the 1834 season with Rlechmond and Nashville, Harry Gumbert, Jim Bivin and Orville Jorgens were purchased from Gal- | mogros Burns had New York State ;

e ew vesion; Earl “Stratton from Crookston; Keith Parks 15 a collegian, while Frank Fearce was called in from Buiflalo, i

Dope Book

ot

Then there was ihe case of Dode Criss,
the pitching pinch-hitter. In 1608, Dode, a
brawny Texan, got himself conslderable
renown by finishing ahead of Ty Cohb, at
that iime the perennial American League
batting champion. In 64 games, Dode rap-
ped out an average of 341, which was 17
pointz higher than Cobb's official league-
leading mark  Jimmy McAleer, manager
of the Browns ail that period, ithen iried an
oxperiment which Ed Barrow later sucecess-
fully iriced in Bosion with Babe Ruth. Jim-
my declded it was necessary to find a place
for a 341 hitler in his regular line-up, So
Dode was musiered dn as a first baseman.
However, oneo the Texan was given regu-
lar work, the bailling average started to
melt away. It dropped 1o .250 and 1hen to
230 and soon, Dode, the 1908 hatling flash,
wag back in the Texaz League,

Harry Niles and Albert Schwelizer were
another pair of Brownies of the McAleer
period who had brief spells of glory as hit-
ting sensations. Niles really was a good

ter, as he never hit .300 again and in re-
cent years has been down around .240.

However, there are different types of
haiting failures, men who apparently have
the batling knack, the heit and the natural
swing to remain great hitters for wyears,
And, then, for some odd reason, they lose
it., Take such recent examples as Art Shires,
Smead Jolley, Ralph Xress, Don Hurst,
Dale Alexander, and Adam Comorosky. All
should have been splendid hitiers in the big
leagues for a span of at least ten years.

Shires, of course, was a hard man to
handle. Yet I know Judge Furhs, Erave
owner, Nked him and would have kept him
on his club as an attraction if Art's balling
hed not collapsed. Shires made gquite a
commotion when he first came up to the
White Sox in 1820, He talked big, but ac-
companied his talk with a batling average
of 341, The next two years he got into his
share of escapades, but averages of .312
and 300 showed he had not lost his skill
at the plate.

He was with Milwaukes in 1831 as punish-

a man who would star for years., Howewver,
he lost his skill as an infielder and after
three 300 averages, his batting petered
away. He wasn't even a good subsiitute
lest seasen and finished with an average
of .234.

Five years ago, Comorosky had all the
carmarks of a Mational League balling ace.
In his first {wo seasons as a regular with
the Pirates he hit 321 and 313, Hs was
fast and had good bafting form. A great
career apparenily was ahead for the Pole
from the Pennsylvanla mines. Then, with-
out warning, he toppled to 243 in 1831, He
has never been more than &8 mediocre play-
er glnee, Traded to the Reds a yoar ago,
he was anather of Crosley's disappoiniments
with a 260 batting average,

Whitney of the Braves s another player
who has mislaid his punch in recent years.
He was a sensation In his {irst three sea-
sons with the Phillles, golng as high as 342
in 1830, Traded to Boston in 1033, he seem-
ed lost in the broader acres of Braves Fleld.

Hiz two averages as a Bean Boy have been

|
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have done a lot of shuffling and addi

T

carricd part of last season.

Deno Chlozza, brother of Louis, is 1isted among the new inficlders. Others are Stanley Sperry from Eau Claire,

Marris Arnovich, hard-hitter from
jolned the club during the 1834 season.

E:: and Blondy Ryan, obtlained from the
an ouifield addition. Eddie Beland, who

Here is the complete personnel, with wvital statlsiies:

on ihe traindng egoad, with nearly half of

Giants in the Bartell itransaction,
is also listed as a fly chaser,

HE 1835 roster of the Philadelphia Nationals adds emphasis 1o the faet that President Gerry Nugent and Manager Jimmy Wilson
ng to the ranks of the club since the close of the 1934 season.
these being newcomers, men obtalned in deals or minor

Thirty-one players are listed
eague purchases. The

larence Jonnard, a veteran catcher, was signed as a froe agent to team up with Todd, Wilson himself and Joe Holden, who was

and Johnny Ver-
ithe SBuperior e¢lub,

must have had somo eifect on the playver's
psychology and affected his nplay. In the
hack or his consclousness was the knowl-
edge of a 222-point galn in one year. He
could go down as fast, However, it was a
hunling aceldent, impalring sight in one eye,
which wiped out Sukeforth's average en-
tively in 1033,

I have heard bolh of those masier sirate-
glsls, now deeeased, John MeGraw and
Miiler Huggine, remark that you cannot
make a hitter. McGraw held you could
teach a man how to field, run bases, even 1o
pitch, but batting had {o be born In him.
He used to call Bill Terry a “made ball
player, Terry was his ereation, inasmuch
a5 he took Bill when ihe Memphiblan was
an industrial league piicher and outfielder,
and developed him into one of the Natlonal
League's foremost first basemen. But he
developed Terry inio a first baseman be-
cause he recognized that Bill had the real
hitting Instinet within him.

Yet, I belleve two of MceGraw's stars he-
came hitters due te thelr own application
and the encouragement and advice of their
managers. They were Dave Bancroft and
George Burns., Banny's highest minor
league average was .277. He broke in witlke
the Phillies In 1915 and hit 254 on Pat
Moran's championship team of that year.
The next vear the pitchers got on to Dave's
weakness and he dropped 1o 212, From then
on his yearly average showed the most
amazing and uninterrupted gains of any
player I know, In sueccessive years his

League averages of 251, 241 and 280
when he jolned the Gilants. He had broken
in as & calcher. Surely, those averages
had litile to recommoid him, However, he
hit .24 in his first year as a regular for
MeGraw and became one of ithe greaiest

scheduled 1o report at Meridian, expects
to come through from the west coast with
Bobhby Allnire. The two went 1o school to-
gether in Californla. Buchanan last year
was prominent in semi-pro hall and pitched
several games for ihe Hollywood Stars to-
ward the close of the season.

President Shank expects to make his an-
nual visit 1o the major league iraining
grounds about the Iasl week in March. . . .
It 15 hoped that by then some surplus ma-
ierial will be forthcoming from several of
the clubs. . . . Only five of the first group
are expecied to board the {vain ot Toledo.
. « . The others will make connections en
route, most of them at Cineinnati.

FRANK L. CARROLL, JR.

It is certaln that neothing will happen un-
iil Wavin and Cochrane get thelr heads to-
gether.

Walker, meanwhlle, apparently intends to
be in physical conditlon to give his best
efforts to whatever elub gels his sarvices, He
has been wintering in Lakeland and, no
doubt, will be the first of the second squad
lo don a uniform, £ he 18 not iraded. He
has had ample opportunity for heart-to-
hearlL talks with Cochrane in the last few
weeks and It may be that he has made
hiz peace with Mickey.

So don't be surprised if the Tigers de-
cide, after all, 10 keep Walker and lat
{the ¥anks and Browns hunt elsewhere for

outfield strength. SAM GREENH,

old Smith

‘Sprint-Last”
BASEBALL
SHOES
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