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Some Respect for Rodhey. .. Please

HOUSTON—Trving to gan re
spectl. Kevin Bass has given ham-
selfl & nmickname The Houston
Astros outfieider calls himsel!
Rodnev As in Rodney Danger-
field.

Wo. Bass doesn’l wanl o go
back to school or peddle light
beer “1'd like 10 be known as a
good ailaround player.” he saud
“1"d really like {0 be given the re
spect that guvs like Gienn Dawvis
and Billy Doran get around the
league ~

Bass' campalgn gained ground
in June, The I7-vear-old swilch:
hitter batted 378, with seven
homers. I35 RBls and five stolen
bases He rased his Rverage from
175 to 313 and was named Na-
tional Leggue Plaver of Lhe
Month

“Only npumbers earn vou re-

spect.” sad Bass Ul havenl hit
I since my last vear in Tripie A
(1982

Hass has been steady 1o his sec-
ond vear as a fuli<ime plaver He
rased his average (nio the 28k
0 mid-Mayv and has had 11 on the
rse ever since LU'sually a betier
hitter righthanded. he was bal-
ting over 30 from both sides of
the plate

Bass' defense. spotty last vear,
1s still occasionaliy below par
Manager Hal Lanmier would hike
Bass 10 play right field instead of
cenler, where he sometimes pels
poor Jumps on balls

Bass prefers right field, too
Bul. he explained. "We were fly-
mg home from San Diego afler
our last =eres last year and Mr
Wagner (General Manager Dick
Wagner! asked me 1f | had played

g lot of center field [ toid him |
hadn? played there since | was 1n
Double-A ball in 1980 He said this
club really had lo be sirong up
the muddle. that they wanted
~omeone who could go get the
bali and mimimze thewr mMistakes

“Wwhen | came 10 spring (ramn-
ing. all that was on my mund. Last
vear, evenif [ got a bad jump and
caught the ball. 1 sull feit | had
messed up | pul a ol of pressure
on mysell”

This vear, Bass has been put-
INg pressure on oppasing leams
He has an excellent chance 1o hit
al least 20 home runs and steal 30
(0 40 bases [I he couid combine
those numbers with a batting av-
erage «n the top 10, Bass no
longer would be the Rodney Dan-
perfield of baseball.

NEIL HOHLFELD

—— Bt e e T e e e e ———

Painful Success for

SAN DIEGO—Enc Show spent
much of last season baithing the
fickle winds of fortune Now he's
being tested by a sterner oppo-
nent

Show. who with 60 victones 1=
the winningest nghthanded piich-
er i the San [hego Padres’ |6
vear histiory, was removed from
four straight starns from June 14
o July | because of pain in his
rnight elbow He's suffering from a
form of tendinitis—the first arm
problem ever for the 30-vear-oid

Iromically. Show won each of
ihose staris, and improved his
record 1o 74 on July | by puching
five mmngs wn & 74 viclory over
Houston His earned-run average
after 17 starts was 2 76, second 1o
Dave Draveckys 260 among San
Drego starters

Show's elbow 15 8 major con-
cern Manager Slteve Boros has
been able to rely on only three
starters this season Show, Dra
vecky and Andy Hawkins The
fourth and fifth spots in the roia-
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non produced five viclones in the
first 77 games

Show said Lhe elbow, which had
bothered hum shightly ail year,
worsened on June 14, when he
pulled himsell out of a 124 vic-
lory over Los Angeles alter seven
mamnes. in his next three starts,
he lasted seven, Nive. and Nive -
mngs

It 15 especially frustrating be-
cause he 15 enjoving one of his
best seasons. Last year, he posted
a 109 ERA but managed only 12
viclones against 11 losses

"It kind of bugs me.” said Show
"IU's hard (o deal with, constantly
thinking about vour arm. But ['ve
been very forfunale not (o have
had any problems in the past ~

show sawd he considers elbow
tendimiits one of the hazards of
pitching regularly Dravecky. &
lefthander, alse has had some
elbow soreness this year, and re-
hhever Craig Lefferts battied a
tender elbow last season

Boros juggled Show in the roia-
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tion, allowing him a week be-
tween starts. and made plans (o
shift the rotation so that Show
and Dravecky each would have
10 days belween slarts around
the All-Star break.

An examination of Show's
elbow by team physicean Dr Cliff
Colwell revealed no bone chips.
spurs or freagments. But the sore
ness remains Show s taking
daily treastments that mnclude cor-
lisone cream. 8 compound that
combats inflammation bul does
ot mask pamn

The soreness has prevenied
Show from throwing the fastball
and hard shder. normally two of
his most effective pitches

“Everybody stull considers this
10 be in the mild stage.” Show
said “But it's the kind of thing
that vou don’l want to see be-
come any worse. {1's a chalienge,
m a weird sort of way, o Iry (o
win withoul your best stuff "

MARK KREIDLER
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The Word’s

SAN FRANCISCO—The San
Francisco Giants tnied 1o hide the
senousness of Jeffrey Leonard's
wrisl anjury. bul 1it's commuon
knowiedge now

In an attempt 10 ease the pain
in a tendon in his right wrist,
Leonard submitied to an injection
of steroids when the Giants re-
turned from a tnp Juiv J

When Leonard roils his top
hand while batting the tendon
"fiops loose.” according (o (ramner
Mark Letendre [t 15 especially
pamnful when he has< 1o check 2
swing Only surgen will correct
the condilion

“The word 1~ out.” | etendre
said “People know how much
he's hurting and thev're trving 1o
take advantage of 11 ['ve never
Seen gnyvone piay with as much
pain, but Jefl doesn s want (o
come oul of the Lineup

“Thal's why we re going the
sterowds roule 11 will reduce the
inflammation in the wrisi But 1«
only a8 one-time degl because
steronds make the tendon britile

Leonard imjured his wrisi last

Out: Leonard

season. bul surgery wasn’l rec-
ommended Doclors believed that
a winler of rest would rectify the
problem i1 ddn?

The wrisl acled up In SPring
traiming and has progressively
worsened, as has Leonard’s per-
formance As of July 1. he had nol
hit a home run since May 14,
when he hit his sixth, and & i-for-
25 slump had dropped hes aver-
age 1o 283 Sull he was hed for
ihe MNalional League lead in
pame-winming RBlIs with 10 and
contirued 1o be one of the
ieagpue < premier lefl helders

I'm concerned.” Manager
Roger Craig =said " There « no
question the njury affects his
power He doesnt drive the ball
wilh his top hand and he doesn™
have his old pop

UM o poing o iny keeping am
oul of Batung prachice and saving
m for pames There s no ques
non he s the leader of the club

Leonard s mond has worened
along with B snjury . whieh
vaused hum o muss three siraight
games on the (nip preceding the

Is Hurting

inyection, Reporiers’ attempls to
approach hwm are ofien greeted
wilh 8 warming to stay clear
“Only | will decide what | have to
do about my wrist,” he has said.

Leonard's grit has inspired hts
leammates aod enhanced s
slature as their unofficial captain

"It would be awfully tough to
win without Hack.” pitcher Mike
Krukow said. “He's our emotional
calalyst, so we deflinitely need
hum tn the lineup

“Hack. s0 to speak, 15 the straw
that stirs the drink for us. so we
itke (0 see hum on the Neld, even
if he's only 50 percent

“shili, Hack 1sn1 the onily guy
on the club playving with pain
Chilh Davis' left shoulder 15 al-
wavs popping. and Rebby Thomp-
son’s right knee 1s hurting
Theyre goung lo need Surgery,
Lows

w0 {ar. the Gianis have over-
vome their injunies and remamed
n-the N L Wes! race Whether
thes can <tay afioal waith Leonard
deteroraling o problemalic

NICK PETERS
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ASTROS

Afler missing more
than three weeks be-
cause of an elbow 1n-
jury. Houston Asiros
| reliever Charhie Ker-
feid came off the dis
abied list on July 2 For the last [0
days that Kerfeld was out, bulipen
ace Dave Smuth was unavailabie
because of an injured muscle I1n
the lefl side of his chest. Velerans
Aurelo Lopez, Frank DiPino and
Larrv Andersen had to fill in. “The
bulipen 15 one area where [ think
we're improved since the start of
the vear.” said Manager Hal Lan-
ler "Wwe've goi some guys with ex-
perience down there [1 150l hke
they've never been asked o save a
game before © . Bob Knepper ran
Into a dry period in late June He
farled four straight tumes to win his
{ith pame and dropped to 10-8
Mike Scoit was ¥ in June, with a
| 64 ERA and 530 strikeouts and
nine walks in 494 mnmings. “1 think
he's the most dominant pitcher in
the league right now ™ said second
baseman Billy Doran ""Dwighit
Gooden 15 outstanding. but when
Mike 15 on. he’s as good as any-
body

nolan Ryan and Dickie Thon
came off the disabled hist with
sirong efforts. Ryvan allowed five
hits and three runs in 11 innings
his first two starts after being side-
lined with an elbow injury. Thon hit
421 (8 for 19) n seven pames after
sitting out with biurred vision.
The Astros had to cancel 2 trade
with Philadelphia because of an in-
jury 10 pitcher Mike Madden. The
Astros had traded Madden for re-
hever Rocky Childress, but Mad-
den complained of a sore arm after
the trade was made Afler Madden
was examined by the Phillies” doc-
lors, the trade was annulied.

By sweeping a three-game series
with the Dodgers in Houston, the
Astros regained first place n the
National League West on June 28
and knocked the Dodgers Ty
games out, 1 don’l believe 1n put-
tng the Dodgers up on a pedestal.”
said outfielder Kevin Bass “This ts
a new year. this isnt 1985 It's our
turn. or some other ciub's turn.”
Several Astros were upset by Los
Angeies Manager Tom Lasorda’s
remark that Houston was only
renting first place I think we
showed Tommy that we weren?t
Just renting,” saxd DiPino. "All you
hear s Dodgers this and Dodgers
that. I'm sick of hearing it.”

Qutfielder Terry Puhl was
placed on the [5day disabled st
July Z and outfielder Louie Mead
ows was recalled from Tucson (Pa-
cific Coast) Puhl was struck on the
nght elbow during batting practice
June 30 . Denny Walling batted
im Si1X runs against 5an Diego on
July 2 with two home runs off Andy
Hawkins and a two-run single off
Mark Thurmond Three of Walil-
ing’s four homers this vear had
been at Hawkins' expense.

favor of Marveli Wvnne. and 1n-
serted 22-vear-old Lance McCullers
in the starung rotation in place of
Mark Thurmond. Wynne, a left-
handed hitter acquired from Pitts
burgh this sprng n exchange for
minor league pitcher Bob Patier-

. 50n, had been platooned with Mar-

tnez But Boros decided he could
not afford to squander Wynne's su-
penior defense Wynne heiped his
cause by hitung 300 1n s first 65
games. That left Martinez. a regu-
lar for 2Ly seasons, out in the cold
“He (Boros) told me he wanted (o
go with the best defense.” Martinez
sayd. T told um. “If good defense 15
all you want. good luck.” There's no
way they can tell me [ haven'
been producing against the left.
handers.” [n 73 at-bats against lef-
tes, Maruinez was hitting 301 but
had driven i1n oniy seven rums
Thurmond has been erralic all sea-
son. and mystified the Padres by
mixing 1n one- and three-hitters
among several awful starts Afier
16 appearances (15 starts). he was
37 with & 6.289 earned-run average.
“I just hope | can help the team out
of the bulipen, and 111 be trying o
gel some consislency in my pitch-
ing,” he said McCuliers, a starter
&ll his minor league career before
being called up near the end of last
SeAson as a set-up rehever. ap-
peared in J7 of the Padres’ first 76
Eames, posung & 42 record and a
I TR ERA

Shortsiop Garry Templeton be-
came the first plaver to publicly
criticize the managing style of
Boros, sayving the Padres’ skipper
"needs a mean sireak” in him.
Tempieton said that Dick Williams,
who resigned on the first day of
spring training and now is guiding
Seattle, "was the best thing that
happened™ to the Padres because
“he taught us how to win.” Said
Templeton: “You can’t keep on
patiing people on the back if

. they're screwing up every day.

You have to kick someone in the
butt every once in 8 while.” Some
of Templieton's teammates said
they agreed with him, while others

- 5aid he was nol speaking for the

majority. "l don need to be mot-
vated,” said Tim Flannery. “['ve

- Bot bills to pay.” Templeton also
' took msue with Boros™ habit of shuf-

Ming the starting lineup nearly

. every day. Boros said he has been
- searching for a solid combination.
. Asked if be needed Lo be tougher,

he said, “] dont think so. [ think

- you've got (0 let the players know
. that the team’s got to win, and that
- youll do all you can to win.”

Tempileton, who drove in only

- five runs in his first 53 games, went
 on & tear during an |l-game span
 from June 20 to July 1. He batted

326 (14 for 43), with nine runs
scored and nine driven in. . .
After a sluggish start, relief ace
Goose Gossage recorded six saves
In SIX appearances. giving him 14
for the season in 19 opportunities

. Steve Garvey endured an O-for-
28 slump during a 12-game trip
ending July 1. After slugging 12
home runs in his first 50 games. he
tut only one n hus next 17

Trving to shake his
team out of 15 incon-
ststency, San Diego
Padres Manager

PADRES
Steve Boros on June

i
30 senl outfielder

Carmelo Martinez 1o the bench in
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DODGERS

- For the first tyme
| in 26 vears, the Los

Angeles Dodgers
' failed to post a win-
/| ming record in any of
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the firsi three
months The Dodgers were 10-131n



