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Card Captain
Off to Torrid
‘60 Getaway

Star Third Sacker Whaeks
Six Home Runs, Drives in

15 Tallies in 15 Contesls

By RALPH RAY
ST. LOUIS, Mo.

When Fred Hulchinson was man-
aging the Cardinals, he paid Kenton
Lloyd Boyer this compliment, *Ken's
the kind of kid vou oiten wish you had
a dozen of. That way you could play
nine of them and have three on the
bench, ready to step in and stir up
things.”

Shorlly aflter succeeding Hutch as
the Birds' pilot, Solly Hemus cracked,
“If the club tries fo get rid of Ken,
it may as well get rid of me, too.”
Later Solly told a luncheon group
that Bover rated a million-dollar tay
on today's market,

Hemus wasn’l  exaggerating.  He
had stressed during the off secason
that Bover would have to carry a
tremendous load for the Redbirds—at
least until enough of the numerous
farm prospects made the grade.
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Delivers Under Pressure

Boyer, No. 1 man on the Cardinals,
offensively and defensively, gave no
indication that the pressure had af-
fected him as the 1960 campaign got
underwav. During the season-open-
ing five-game slump, he whacked two
homers in losing causes against the
Dodgers.  When the club pitched tent
at home for the first time, the mil-
lion-dollar strengboy began  leading
his club as few other captains have,

In a three-came sweep over the
Dodgers, the first time the Cardinals
turned the trick against that club
since 1955, Boyer blasted three
homers and drove in nine runs. The
next night he socked another long
four-bagger o the scorchoard off
Johnny Antonelli of the Giants, but
Cardinal reliel pitching buckied and
the homer was wasted.

Boyer's tremendous start this sea-
son—six homers and 15 runs batted in
in his first 15 cames—indicated that
the nimble third sacker hardly would
turn into a self-satisfied fat cat.  He
was given a boost in salary from
$25.000 to S35.000 when he aquickly
came to terms with General Manaeoer
Bing Devine for 19460,

Winner of Spink Award

Kennv, a sis-one, 200-pounder, fong
has been grateful fo Devine. When
the standout from Alha, Mo., accepted
the .J. (. Tavlor Spink Award as St.
Louis' No. 1 baschall man during
1958, Bover cited Der Bingle as one
of three men who rated special
thanks, '

A o090 hitler during 1939, with 28
homers and 94 runs batied in, Ken
delivered the winning hit in 14 games,
Devine called his hol-corner star “one
of the top five plavers in the Natlional
League on all-round ability.”

An excellent fielder with a power-
ful arm, Bover was named to Tiie
SeortTing  News' All - Star ficlding
team for the second successive year,
The team is picked by National
League plavers for the Rawlings Gold
Glove Award,

At the same time Ken was named
the “Outstanding St. Louis Sports IFig-
ure” for 1959 by the B.P.0O. Elks No, 9.
The sclection is made in a poll of
sports writers and  broadeasters  in
the Mound City area.

Why has Bover suddenly begun to
make such good use ol the vast poten-
tial ohservers have seen in him since
his promising rookie year ol 10547

Bover. relaxing  before a recent
Cardinal game, put his big bat down
and turned philosopher for a moment.

“it’'s liiie L:u*ryn.];wt—:sc:-u (his road

Boyer Rides Top Perch as Birds Build
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NATIVE SHOWED 'EM

-
KEN WAS CLOSE
TO BEING
TRADED BY
FRANK LANE
BECAUSE HE
WAS FAR FROM
LWING UP TO
POTENTIAL>""
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at Hemus’ Hot Hassock

Kenny, Saved From Block, Repays Devine for Confidence
Hot Shot Houdini |

YOU GlIVE

WHAT WOULD

FOR TIGER

\ BETTER

K
buc HAS AVERAGED 23

309 WiTH 28 HomERs,

94 RBls KEN'S MAUOR

LEAGUE HIGH, LAST YEAR
«++ IN FIVE SEASONS

HDMERSlt 8! RB'S L

S

TAGGED TWO RUNNERS
AT SECOND BASE FOR

UNUSUVAL DOUBLE PLAY
LAST SEASON =+

«+c AND THEN

H |
Ken Grateful 1o Jersey Joe
for Help in Hitling Streak

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Ken Boyer is
grateful to teammate Joe Cun-
nincham for helping prolong his
1959 hilting streak that reached
29 games, the longest in the ma-
jors since Stan Musial's 30 in 1950,

“Why, Jersey Joe was worried
more about mv hitting streak than
he was about keeping his batting
average at 350 Bover said, re-
ferring to several instances when
Cunningham’s ability to get on
base in the ninth inning gave Ken
a chance to bat one more time
and kcep his streak alive.

Bover said he still couldn't get
over some ol the pitches Cunning-
ham took in order in coax a walk
from Glen Hobbie in the ninth in-
ning of the game in which Ken's
string was snapped. Boyer ground-
ed out on the extra time at bat
provided by Smokey Joe,

M- R ———
roommate) alwavs savs,” Bover ex-
plained.  ““The longer vou plav, the
more money vou get; the more money
vou get, the more yvou like the game;
the more vou lilke the game, the bet-
ter vou plav.”

Bover doesn’t expect to carn enough
money in the game to become a mil-
lionaire, but he reduces Philosopher
Jackson's credo thusly:  “You can
concentrate on bascball a lot more if
voir don’'t have any family problems
or financial worries.

“ Teel that once he's settled in his

wil home with a wile and children,
a ball player can do a better job,”

[N

L

t'

UP CAME
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DELIVERED
GAME = WINNING
HIT 144 TIMES

LAST SUMMER
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Bover said. Ken has a lovely wife,
Kathleen, three children, and has
huili a new home on a two-acre plot
outside St. Louis. The man alwavs
has covered a lot of ground,

Experience, of course, has paid nffl
for Bover, too, Not only finding out
more and more about the pitchers and
how' to play the hitters, he has learn-
cd 1o hit to right field, for example.
Ken. after working hard on the proj-
ect for five vears, has been flattered
by questions on opposite-Tield hitting
from pull-hitters like Del Crandall and
Fddie Mathews,

“This hitting 1o right goes back to
1955 when Harry Walker started me
on il, repeatedly emphasizing its val-
ue” said Bover, It took a lot of
practice. Then i '57, when I was hav-
ing so much trouble, Al Dark really
helped me. You know, telling some-
one to hit to right is one thing. Ac-
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Boyer Led Birds

ST, LOUIS, Mo.—As Ken Bov-
er went, so owent the Cardinals,
At least it was emphatically true
in the Redbirds’ games with the
Phillies and Giants in 5.

With the third sacker battering
Phillie pitching at a A08 clip with
six homers and 17 RBls, the Car-
dinals piled up a 13-7 season mar-
ein over the Quakers,

Against San Francisco, however,
Bover batted a miserly (221 with
no homers, just five RBIs. 5o
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in Battering Phils

« what happened?  The Giants took
16 out of 22 from the Birds,
Bover hit just 241 asainst the
Cubs but collected 21 REIs, his top
totzl azainst one club, off Bruin
pitching. Ken was 360 acainst the
Reds, 341 vs, the Braves, 020 vs,
the Dodzers, (261 vs. the Pirates,
Ken culted lelvies tor 320 and 11
homers in 172 at-bats, rishtios ior
A0 and 17 homers in 391 at-bats,
He owas G017 al home, 302 away,
S17 by dav, 308 at night.
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tuallv showing him how to do it is%™quite a few hits when he tries to hit
another,”

‘s owell aware that his ire-

Bover

mendous speed enables him to leg out

to right, behind the runner.
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Cardinals Inked Four Boye

Missed Cletis, But Eye 2 Mor
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;nm‘ni nut that he hit for power to
vhe opposite field in 1959 more often
than in any previous season.

As for his top-grade fielding, Bover
recalled that he hated third base when
first assigned there in the minors.
Shortstop had been his favorite po-
sition since his high school davs.

Although carcful to point out that
yuite a few persons along the line had
# hand in his fielding development as
well as in his progress as a hitter,
Bover made special mention of Dixie
Walker, Stan Hack and Hutchinson.

Walker, an outfielder, showed Boyer
different wavs to make plays at third
base and how to charge grounders
when Dixie was managing Houston. It
was Dixie who then also got Ken out
of his sweeping-swing habit that he
picked up in two vears of Army serv-
ice, and soon had him breaking his
wrists again. Bover temporarily had
trouble hitting inside pitches.

“Hutch was a pitcher but he helped
me 1o improve my third base work
by impressing on me the importance
of throwing accurately, even if more
slowlv,” Bover said,

I-'ven though some observers feel
ihat Bover still hasn't achieved his
full potential as an all-round star,
partly because he isn't aggressive
tnough, the husky third sacker would
he a most welcome addition to any
team in the majors. His .309 followed
a 407 season for 1938, .265 in '57, .306
in 1955 and .264 in his freshman cam-
pitign. In Live Big-Time seasons up to
60, he averaged 23 homers and 81
RBIs, in addition to plaving a brilli-
#nt third base for the Cardinals vear
piter Vear,
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Appreciated Honor

Bover, a humble man, appreciated
the: honor of being named the first
Cardinal field captain since Red
Schoendienst was with the club. Even
when Frank Lane, as general manag-
tr of the Cardinals, became disgusted
with Bover, who tumbled as low as
142 &t one point in 1957, Bover com-
mented that he could well understand
it af he were traded.

‘There had been serious talk of
sending Kenny  to the Phillies for
Kichte Ashburn and Harvey Haddix,
ur 1o 1the Pirates, along with Willard
Schmidt, for Frank Thomas and Gene
Freese,  Toven Hutch, as fond as he
wis of Bover, said he'd have thought
e,

When Bover was signed by the new

ML Devine, for the Tirst time, Ken
vaid of the reported Ashburn-Haddix
dcal, 1 told inv wife that if I'd have
ween the Cardinals, 1I'd have made
hat trade.”  Fortunately for Bover,
e pol some four-eaf clovers from
sl Virdon's mother and pulled out
Gionis tailspin,

Fo the Bover ¢lun and the neighbors
bock in Alba. Kenny would  have
seemed awav oout of place in a uni-
aom that dide't include two  Red-
birds perched on oa bat.,

CWoeo Listened o all the Cardinals
pames when Twas a kid," said Ken

CWheo we didnt know there was
ey other clobhe Lach vear the win-
sers of cur o sandlot league would get

a dree vip oo Cardinal pame. ]

puess b them play ten or 11 times

betore 1 ooned o cantract vith them, ™
Fourth of 13 Children

Fhe Bever anbe has provided  the !

Cardingls wath o readv-made farm

ciab i ts sonthwestern Missouri area.
Fanr of the seven Bover bovs signed
vwith Redbird Seoot Runt Marr, A
afth bhrother, is @ shoristop
with the Yanvees and two more boys
areat home juct a few vears awav
oo reaching for comie hig bonus
HInney,

Jnen
chnldren
1'[{:},‘{].
g prlcher Tor
bis arm began acting
o owith Indianapolis of
EH ASsoCiation.,

Clovd, still Bving o Alba ahedy
has been a great booster of Koy and
the Redbirds” thivd basemun o gk
th reCiprocite.

“1 «till contend

r..ll: l.il""*

i the fuurth elde<r of
of Vern and Mabe
the oldest bov,
thye

the 10
Bover.

Cardinals
up. e sull!
the  Ameri- |
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that Cloyd woustd
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Kline and Henry Iead Tlnt
of Hurlers Toughest on Ken

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Ken Boyer,
arighthanded power hitter,
didn’t know where to begin when
asked which pitchers gave him
the most trouble last season.

“There are a lot of them,” said
the Cardinal third baceman and
he started with Don Drysdale,
Don Cardwell, Glen Hobbie, Sam
Jones and Ron Kline.

“That Kline gave me as much
trouble as anyone,” said Kenny,
“and that Hobbie is real tough.”

Kline, of course, is now a team-
mate of Boyer, coming to the
Redbirds from the Pirates in a
trade for Gino Cimoli.

How about the lefthanded pitch-
ers?

“The toughest on righthanded
batters like me has been Bill
Henry, now with the Reds,” Bover
said. “I used to hit Johnny An-
tonelli well and for power, but
that was before last season.”

._.__.___ e e ﬂ
have been a good hitter,” Ken said.
“In fact he still can hit. He never

pitched until he signed a pro con-
tract. He played shortstop, the out-
field and first base. TEven when he
hurt his arm in 1951, he was onlv 26
and could have made the switch to
some other position. I'm sure he
would have been a tremendous hit-
ter.”

Brother Wayne. now a dentist in Ko-
komo, Ind., and the only other Boyer
who has moved bevond a 30-mile
radius of the old homestead, got as
far as Columbus, Ga., in the Cardi-
nal chain.

Lynn also playved for Redbird farm
clubs and is now attending Pittsburg
(Kan.) State Teachers College with
eves on a coaching career,

How did the next Boyver boy. Cletis.
manage to escape the Cardinals and
sign with Kansas City for a bonus re-
ported to be $35.0007

It so happened that the Redbirds
had another bonus shortstop on their
hands, Dick Scholield, and preferred
to devote their bonus dollars to a
pitcher, whe turned out to be Lindy
McDaniel.

Otherwise, Cletis, now just 22
be joining Ken in a raritv, a left field
side of the infigld made up of two
brothers.

Cletis, dealt to the Yankees in 1937,
has performed some shortstop heroics
already for the Bombers. The voung-
ster demonstrated power at bat with
Richmond (International) the pasi
tvwo seasons,
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Cletis Showed Ken

Did Ken teach Cletis much about
plaving the infield during the off sea-
son’’

“Why, he showed ME  plenty,”
said proud brother Ken. “What a
basketball pluver he was, too!  Made
all-state twice. The kid has just abous

. might |

Card Curver

the position that has vexed the Red- Purehe Hemne' hackers had  hit 24 )
birds so often over the yvears. Afier i homers, a pace, that il continted,
two years out for service, inciuding, Would produce nearly 250 for the
one year in Germany, Ken hit 319 and jSveson. Sprncer, batting an anemic |

1

Ron Hlme

-

Oklahoma, Kansas, #rkanaas and
numerous other schools.

“The Yankees wanted to sign me
pretty bad,"” Ken recalled. *but be-
ing from Missouri and having fol-
lowed the Cardinals so long. 1 natural-
ly leaned fo the Redbirds.”

Signed for the bonus limit of $¢.000,
Ken was dispatched to Lebanon of the
North Atlantic League.

“They made a pitcher out of me,"

said Ken. “I didn't know whv. In a
tryout in St. Louis, 1 threw just two!
strikes in one whole inning. 1 couldn't |
even stand on the rubber right,
can't.

“But maybe it was becausce brother
Cloyd was a pitcher. Maybe it was
because I could throw hard. Anvway,
I became a pitcher.”

L2 w L)

Wildness Ended Hill Carecr

Boyver laughs at his 51 pitching
record that first season. “Had a
lot of .300 hitlers on the tram.” he
explains. In 1950, Ken's pitching log
dipped to 6 and 8 His wildnuess con-
tinued.

In the meantime, however., Ken's
big bat was making some eves pop,
He swatted a solid .455 in 1919 with
three homers in 33 at-bats. At Hamil-
ton in the Pony League the following
season, Manager Vedie Himsl put
Boyer in the outficld and at third hase
when he wasn't pitching to mahe the |
most of his power. Ken responded

with a .242 mark and 42 extra-hase |

hits in 240 at-hats.

It was Hims), incidentally, who ron-
verted Boyer to his best position. third
base, The Hamilton third baseman
had been released, so until the new
hot-corner man showed up, Bover was |
put to work at the position. He awned
the job thereafter.

Although Ken disliked third buase at

the time, he has become un expert wt .

drove in 116 runs for the Housoon |

|{[{"'.E!'R] Buffs to earn quick jprono-

the greatest co-ordination 've vwrf

seen in any plaver,

“"We've gol a couple more darn goad  birds sent hard-hitting Rav

hasehall prospects at home vet,” said |
a beaming Ken, “There’s Ronnie, 10,
o
To complete the record. the six Boy-
are: named  Juanita, De-
Pansy, Shirlev, Barbara and
Their Missour: homes in-
Neosho, Jasper, Webb City and
Ken's children are Susun,
. David, 4. and Dannv, 9 months,
Fven though Pop Vern Bover, a
marble-cutter, had the nuocleus for
his own familv team. he manaved o
different group of vouths. Buford
Cooper piloted the Bover outlit against
Mantles, headed by the famed
Mickev, in nearby Oklahoma. At
times there have been five Bovers

lores,

clude:

pitted against Tour Mantles,

T
Vods @ promis-
until

f

|
j
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S spart,

Basehall didn't have to worry about
much competition from football when
Ken gradvated from Alba High, Ken
Cdid a good jub as a speedy fullback,
Cbut it was Alha's first yvear at the
But backethall competition,
that was something else. Ken, a good
Biot who could hi e developed into
a top plav-maker with his speed and
nobilitv, had offers from Miceouri,

& %
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Sinoan ill-fated deal for

nnn to the varsity,
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Pushed Jabbo to Reds

So highly was he rated that the Red-
Jablonskt
to the Reds along w ith fnll“ Stuley !
Pitcher Frank !
Bover was a resalar

Sminth,  Thus,

before he plaved an inning in the

Bie Time,

standing.  Ie has a <trong arm
move quickly to his rizht o i
is a heady fielder. One of his be
examples came in a4 gume in
when he cleverly tacved omr tan
hase-runners for a unigue unassisted
double plav at sccond hace,

He was brilliant, ton,
in the 1936 All-Star Game, in
he contributed three hits.

wohiteh

his pinch-single thet touched off i

winning N. L. rally,

.*'!illlll.'ll_l‘,;_’h Bnyar mav HFIRT fullen
short of the “Another Pie Trisg
billing accorded him in his rookie

spring tramming camip. he has e rited

Hemus' million-dollar

And he |

Teer,

has ]mhf:{*l:l Hutchinson's words n[_

praise. “He has terrifie speeds i preat
arm, bruote strength, There's poahpe
he can’t do. Hr: s the Eind of L
vou dream about.”
The only trouble ic
don’t have encugh Bovers,'

| suil}
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Can o
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In the 534
All-5tar contest at Pitshuereh i Wi

Ilaver

the Cordignle

-.b}n-m*ﬂ, Wiaener, Sawatski.
White and Kline Sparkle

on Suceessful Home Stay
By JACK HERMAN
ST. LOUIS, Mo.
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No one has
come forward to
predict a Los An-
. geles - tvpe
achievement for
the Cardinals —
seventh to  first
place-—this vear,
but Redbird fans
are beginning 1o
realize  that the
club Bing Devine
and Solly Hemus
have assembled will
pitchers' blood pressures and earned-
run ratings this summer,

Counted out by some of the faint-
hearied partisans after they blew the
first five starts, the batthing Redbirds
jumped into the pennant fight with
I both feet by slowing down  Pitts-
Cburgh’s runawav express. The sur-
prising Buccos came to St Louis,
Mav 2, Tor a one-night stand carrving
CA& ninc-game winning streak o thenr
duffel bags and threatening to break
oprn the race.

J—

Bill White

|

: _

Ren Wline, who used to draw his
pavchecks at Farbes Field, turned
back his old comrades, 4 10 3, on a

oritty seven-hitter and was aided and
abetted by Shortstop Darvl Spencer,
Both Kline and Spencer wre members
of the prow:ing colonv of plavers ace-
tguited by Devine over the freding
L counter,

The 42-vear-old Devine is hatting
1.060 in the Deal Deparoment, althoueh
some  insist he <houldnt have  dis-
Cposed of Sam Joenes.  In o return for
i Toothpick Sam. however, Devine oh-
ained talented Bill White, eight vears
Jones junior and a danperous batter,
White can plav in the outficld as well
as a fancy lirst base.

Bing Tabbed “Junior Rickev"

In fact, White, Spencer, Kline, Carl
Sawatski and  lLeon Wauner have
helped make Devine appear a junior
Branch Rickev, for whom he worked
as a puhlmly department  assistant
~_l‘.'.vnijt.‘ VERTS ayo,

i Evervhody is zereine in oon Busch
i‘ihuin-m € fences  and. althouph it

isn't Bikelv, the Coardinals hase g
!fz*-hl:n" chance for the major leapue
Chome-ran record, The Cincinnati Reds
"clowted 21 cireuir sniashes four vears
Cago to equal the mark esabliched by
'ﬂtl Oft's Gilanes in 1047,

Throueh the '*-'L.*.' raane with Pifrs-

A5 v hen b

Fetvrped bome from the

Ssvason-opening West Const tour, pob

well inoa huree,

The S0vearold Kuanean aoginired
with Wasner from San o neiscn fop
Do Blasinzame, procecded 1o
fu* homers on the hone stand annd
BREPTREY noAHE C1 for BeyL o He
IHI the club in RBIs (177 bt
mosi ntahle Ve 0t capee
2 wRabnat the Jegoy TRt e
Aien he drove inono oo
i ""Zlil Hoer hatt (i d it Fieet tor- 4
. a.1j.‘4|il1*~! ”nH. Al ]a. [ fir‘b it ]-.lu |
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s the second-line hurling,

Eo
cFollowing his April 29 vietory e
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Brunette Sharon hrnm-.[_v.
Will Reign as Miss Redlhis

. LOUIS, Mo, — H]'Iiil'nl] YRR
nedy, 18year-old senior at 1,4.
bergh High School here, will 1
installed as Miss Redbird «f v
between games of the Muy oy
double-header with Cinpinnars

The Elizabeth Tavlor-type ]”-...
neite, daughter of Mr. and i«
Jack W, Kennedy, Y4311 Wiiaon
road, Crestwood, drew 3.321 vanes
from the opening-night crowd
edge two other finalists, Nancy
Brooks of Collinsville, 1., und
Daisy Sue Laster of St. Louis

‘The second and third-place fi:1-
Ists also will participate in the
May 22 ceremonies at which \iss
Kennedy will receive a jeweled
Redbird pin. She'll represent the
club in the “Miss St. Louis Priss

Pholographers’ contest,
including two doubles. One of 1he

two-baggers set up the winning yally
in the ninth inning 1o saddie TFae
with his sccond loss of the seuason,
The victory, understandably sunisdy-
ing to Kline since it came aramst his
former associates, was pleasing 1o
the Cards for another reason,
Shatter Haddix Hoodoo

Since he was traded by Frank 1gne
four years ago, Haddix has made hie
miserable for the Redbirds, e had
trimmed them 12 fimes in 17 medt-
ings, including a 5-1 log avainst them
last vear., He rubbed sali inio the
wound, May 2, with a run-producing
double, then scored himself zoainsd
Kiine.

But then the Cards had they in-
ning.,  And newcomers ke White,
Wagner, Spencer and Kline i S
watski (he drew the tie-breaking base
on balls) stood out front und «onter,

The Redbirds, flirting  wah  the
U0 brass ring following thar 05
petaway, have demonstrated a com-
mendable one-for-all, all-lorone spir-
it.  Someone was alwavs picking up
somebody else. Wagner, for mstance,
smacked two homers off the tCubs,
April 30, in a § to 4 victory, foilow-
ing White's 4-for-5 display and hiee
RBIs the night belore.

The April 29 contest, incidentally,
catapulted the Cards into prominenee
as haschall's hardest-hittine club of
the  moment.  ‘They humiliuted  the
Cubs with a ten-run, c¢iphin-innimg
uprising that was the maiors” hippest
mning  of the scason,  The FPirates
matched it the next dav at Cincinnati

Lindv Brilliant as Relicver

Lindy McDaniel continued 1o pateh
brilliantly in relief, Through the cluly’s
15 contests, the tall Oklahoman
had appeared in eicht gamee ter a
Id-inning span. He had not g up

o run—rearned or unearnod—peing
into the Philadelphia series, MVav 4,
cand only five safeties, The et of

By 1, e

noihing to write home about.

And then the injury finy cori ]
| to, handicap voung Bob Miller. Wil
20 vecord, he was the Birde roeond

]'l':nii-r. He had misced o omornth woih
a pulled hack musele, hat relae oded
trirn Los Angeles the 0l
fal
a shoulder stiffness that forood Tom
to pass up his nest repoler sty

stenment, And the cleap-up cupreer
]‘H‘ﬁ h“‘ll. alooy micsed @ e RNy
the Cubs, the onlv contest the o
dinals Insi in the seriee, bvotbe we
'But with Kline readv to tuke s orep-
wlar turn, the pitching cuilood, Teran
to look fair and warmer |
& Company,

Redbivrd Chirps: The appesdaen
had  started nine Jefhanders om0 0D
cames aeainst the Cardinnle aed oy
ont, Frisco's Mike MeCorpiich, il
dnished. . . . Only three piichors, e
Drvsdale, MeCormick and Sam dos,

sl

e
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have come up with distance joo a"
forts apainst the hard-hiitong Hew
birds. . . . The Cards Letred soven
homers in the Chicapo series s 1y
continucd to flex their moscies. o
Art Routzonz, business saenoger if
the Cardinals, hecame a Tuthes Lo

the fifth time, May 4, when @ifs vl
Viderie, gave hirth to & son

Avthur, at St, John's Jicesptal oo
I.h'-.“l.":. ' ;
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Curt Lamping Even
Shinier Season Now

That Demeter’s Out

By NEAL RUSSO

ST. LOUIS. Mo.

Stan Musial was a mere 26-year-old when Curt Simimons broke into the

major leagues, but the onetime teen-age fireballer

The Man into retirement.

IS in no hurry to follow

“They’re going to have to throw me out.” Sim-

mons said the other day in a timeout from some bask '
_ , asketball shooting at
his off-season home in suburban Philadelphia. )

Simpmqs will be 35 in May, but he is looking
same pitching schedule Manager Johnny Keane assigned him

That would be jusi about
needed, as was the case
of the Dodgers last fall.

Noting that he started 32 games,
almost exactly one-fifth of the sched-
ule, Simmons dusted off his familiar
explanation: “I think any guy can
do a better job with regular work,
including the batters. That's as old
as baseball. With regular work, you
are sharper and usually you do a bet-
ter job. Unfortunately, not every-
bodv can get regular work.”

Curt, who was 18 when he pitched
his first big league triumph for the
Phillies, looked back on 1963 as
his best season ever. His earned-run
average of 2.47, fifth best in the Na-
tional League, was easily his big
league peak. His ratio of walks to in-
nings also was his best—48 passes,
iqcluding three intentional, in 233 in-
nings.

Peak Season in 1963

‘‘Last season, I was as effective as
I ever was before,”” Simmons said.
“I might have had better stuff and
struck out more guys some other
years, but 1 was never sharper than
I was in '63."

Curt’'s only better previous won-lost
percentages came in 1950 when he
was .680 on 17-8 for the pennant-win-
ning Phillies, 1952 when he was .636
on 14-8 and 1960 when he again
was .636, on 7-4 for the Cardinals.

A good sign that Simmons might
well have plenty of oomph left in
a left wing that once was considered
washed up was his innings-worked
total, 233. He had pitched more
frames only in 1953 (238) and in
1954 (254). and his peak since then
had been 212.

The former flame thrower has been
changing speeds better than the
world's best record-player. His weap-
on has been to keep the batters off
stride.

Along with the remnants of his fast
ball, Simmons relies on a slow curve
and a fast one, plus a very effective
screwball off his fast ball.

Elbow Injury Reappeared

““The scroogie isn't a hard one, like
Warren Spahn’s or Jack Baldschun’s,”
Simmons said, apologetically.

Curt admitted that his left elbow,
from which chips were removed in
1959, acted up late last season, but
the old ailment didn't bother him once
he got out on the mound.

“] had a few cortisone shots and
the elbow was okay,”” said Curt, a
41-33 hurler since Redbird General
Manager Bing Devine took him off
the Phillies’ hands for free.

Simmons has been a tough bargain-
er—he turned down Devine's first of-
fer of a pay boost in January—but

B |
Stan Now Man on the Go—
Dinner Invites Pass 1,500

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—‘I've taken
over Joe Garagiola’'s title as
champion of the winter circuit,”
quipped Stan Musial as he paused
here between jaunts.

The Man’s secretary, Shirley
Auen, said piled-up invitations to
Stan to speak at dinners had pass-
ed the 1500 mark. The veep
is booked almost solid till next
fall. and he has offers of trips
to South America, Japan (for the
Olympics) and Europe.

Musial plans to take in the I:{en-
tucky Derby for the first time.
He also has an offer from the

Hambletonian.
B

ahead hopefully to the
last season,

every five days—with more frequent starts as
in the Cardinals’ miracuious, but futile, chase

Curt Simmons

has paid off Bing with ERA showings
of 3.06, 3.12 and 3.55 before last
season’s 2.47.

Simmon’s log would have been con-
siderably shinier in 1963 if he had
had any kind of luck against the
champion Dodgers, whom he rates the
team to beat in '64. In three of
Curt’s four starts against L. A., he
hurled magnificently, but all he could
show for his efforts was a 0-3 record.

Cards Hogtied by L. A. Hurlers

The big reason: In the 36 innings
Curt worked against the Dodgers, the
Cardinals scored a grand total of
one run behind him. The clever south-
paw was 3-1 against the Phillies,
bringing his career record against
his former mates to 12-2.

Curt feels that he has at least one
big advantage coming up in '64. He
won't have to face Don Demeter,
whom the Phillies dealt to the Tigers.

“Bobby Shantz and I were glad to
see him go out of the leajgzjue—he hit
us good,” Simmons said. Curt could
have said ditto for Ray Sadecki.

As usual, Curt has been working
out with Shantz, Stan Lopata, Richie
Ashburn, Robin Roberts, Bobby Wine
and a few others in the Philly area.
He's at 200 pounds, only five over
his pitching weight. He also keeps
on the move as a public relations
man for the Dairy Council. On that
job, he makes the rounds of high
schools and serves as an excellent
walking advertisement of his topic—
physical fitness.

Redbird Chirps: Dal Maxvill and
his wife, Diana, became parents of
their second child when Daniel Wayne
weighed in at eight pounds, three
ounces at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in
Granite City, Hl., January 26. Dan-
iel's sister, Kathie, is 3. . Curt
Simmons sized up the recent Giants-
Braves deal this way: Milwaukee may
well have shorted itself in pitching
while San Francisco gave up
what it appeared it could afford to.
.. . Pitchers Ray Sadecki, Ray Wash-
burn and Ed Cecil joined the signed
list, January 27. The next day this
quintet was announced as having
agreed to terms: First baseman-
outfielder Joff Long, infielder Phil
Gagliano, pitchers Don Hagen and
Rich Masterman and outfielder Bob

Tolan.
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By NEAL RUSSO
ST. LOUIS, Mo.

Kenton Lloyd Boyer, pausing after
some strenuous calisthenics before
turning to the basketball court, looked
at statistics which showed he easily
could move up to No. 2 in most Car-
dinal all-time offensive departments.

The trick, of course, is to kecp
from being traded—an occupational
hazard that few Redbird standouts

have been able to escape in the club's
long history. Stan Musial, the No. 1
Cardinal in most categories, is a2
notable exception.

With no hotshot rookie infielder on
the horizon. Boyer should be able
to count on at least a couple more
years as a wheelhorse of the Red-
birds. The big guy, still regarded
as the No. 1 all-round third baseman
in the National League—and perhaps
in the majors—will be 33 on May 20,
but he has not shown any signs of
caving in,

Boyer, a native Missourian who
makes his home in a St. Louis sub-
urb with his attractive wife, Kathleen,
and their four children, is in no hurry
to say good-bye to the Cardinals. And
it's not just because he prefers to hit
in Busch Stadium (and Connie Mack
Stadium).

Realized Boyhood Ambition

“I hope | never have to leave St.
Louis,”” Boyer said the other day.
“Ever since I was six years old, all
I wanted to do was play ball for the
Cardinals.”

Boyer always has been a realistic
fellow, too. Long apgo, he became
fully aware of the fact that few men
go through their entire careers play-
ing for only one club. And when he
came within a few hairs of being
dealt in 1957, Ken said, “‘The way I
was going, I wouldn't have blamed
them if they had traded me."”

Looking back, Bing Devine can give
out with a few extra king-sized sighs
for deciding to hold onto Boyer in
one of his first acts after taking over
as general manager in ’'57. Even
should the Birds come up with an-
other third baseman in the next year
or so, Boyer would be most willing
to lend a hand in the outfield—and
that certainly would fill another long-
standing need, a righthanded-hitting
outfielder with sock.

“Since I was a kid, I've always liked
the outfield,”” said Ken, who did a
pretty good job of flychasing when
pressed into service under Manager
Fred Hutchinson in 1957. “I was just
starting to get confidence playing
in the outfield.”

Boyer didn’t want to jinx himself
when he expressed the hope he would
be able to continue playing the bulk
of the schedule, as he had in his nine
yvears in the Big Time.

Club All-Timer at Third

Rated the best third baseman to
wear a Cardinal uniform since the
club got off the ground 88 years ago,
Boyer already is the No. 2 Redbird
in home runs. By clubbing 24, his
career average, for the third suc-
cessive season, Ken brought his life-
time total of four-baggers to 218.

Musial, with 475, is far out of reach,
but the Birds’ No. 14 has a good shot
at joining the 300-homer club, which
is quite an exclusive group.

An important thing in Boyer’'s fa-
vor in his -drive for lofty all-time to-
tals is his durability. He has aver-
aged 151 games a season, and his
total of 1,361 games puts him seventh
on the Cards’ all-time list. He needs
460 pames to pass the No. 2 man,
Enos Slaughter. In at-bats, he also

is seventh, 1,171 away from over-
taking Red Schoendienst, runner-up
to The Man.

With a personal career high of 111
RBIs last season, Boyer upped his
total to B07, good for sixth place
ahead of Frank Frisch (722) and 341
behind runner-up Slaughter.

Boyer owns 817 runs for seventh,
1,536 hits for eighth and 1,043 singles
for eighth. To pass runner-up Schoen-
dienst in singles, Ken must collect
456. To get .past No. 2 man Rogers

oyer. Redbirds® Mr. Big.
N 0. 2 on Club Homer L

e
o R T R T e
SETE SRR AN, TR S

* LR

oy TN e e S Ty
e - e . . " -

S In BTl e
1. Ve - Ea

PR :_ffl'-.' "

“

* e = et E?_

. " 'q‘ - . g -
L] R TN

.......

KEN BOYER, who never slips out of shape, works out with
the weights in the St. Louis University gymnasium.

Hornsby, Ken must score 273 more
times and amass 575 more hits.

Boyer is sixth in long hits with 488,
but Hornsby appears out of reach in
second place with 703. Next come
Slaughter with 647, Jim Bottomely
with 644 and Joe Medwick with 610.
Ken is No. 7 in total bases with 2,504.

The current third sacker’'s two-base
hit total of 221 is 40 short of the No. 10
man’s total (Marty Marion with 261).
Boyer has only 49 triples, missing
the top ten by 14.

Lengthy List for Stan

Musial holds the club lead in:
games—3,026; at-bats—10,972; runs—
1,949; hits—3.630; doubles—725; tri-
ples—177; home runs—475: runs bat-
ted in—1,951 (amazingly close to his
run total); total bases—8,134; extra-
base hits—1,377; and singles—2,253.

A late-season slump dropped Bo-
yer’s batting average to .285, slightly
below his career mark of .291. How-
ever, the dip hardly is significant, for
1963 was the Year of the Pitcher in
the National League, and Boyer's 111-
RBI total hardly is something to sniff
at.

What has been the biggest differ-
ence in the game since Boyer joined
the Cardinals in 1955?

“The slider,” he answered without
hesitation. “When I broke in, the em-
phasis was on off-speed stuff—knuc-
kleball, change-up and curve—but you
could get your bat around on most of
the pitchers.

“Few then threw the real good hard
slider. Now there’s Don Drysdale, Art
Mahaffey, Juan Marichal, Larry Jack-
son, Roger Craig, Bob Friend, Jim
Maloney, Jack Sanford and many
others. You can’t make a pitching
staff any more without the good, hard
slider.

Broglio Trying Slider

‘““About the only ones still throwing
the big curve are Sandy Koufax, Tony
Cloninger, Maloney, Denny Lemaster
and Ernie Broglio. And even Broglio
has gone more to the slider.

“When a man has both a good sli-
der and a good sinker, a batter almost
has to give him one of those pitches."”’

Expert glove man Boyer attributes
the shrinkage of batting averages in
part to improved gloves, and to the
trend to swing away—for the fences.

Of the many things Boyer learned
from his next-door neighbor in the
clubhouse, Musial, Ken pointed to one

_ u
Ken Rates Himself as Lucky
in Avoiding Serious injury

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — Ken Boyer,
knocking on wood, says he has
been fortunate in avoiding serious
physical handicaps. He bounced
back after only a couple of days
off last season following a bad
spike wound in the knee.

“The injury slowed me down a
while,”” said Ken, ‘“especially in
going to my right. For a while I
couldn’t let myself land on my
knee going after a ball because
the knee would be ripped open if
l did-..

n

N
that he considers ‘‘the real secret

of Musial.”

“Stan’s idea was ‘never worry,” "
Boyer pointed out. “He used to say
he felt that after he was held hitless
one day, the other team’'s pitcher
the next day would pay for it. And
he’d make up his mind to get four
hits. Cream always comes to the top.

Boyer doesn’t have to make a big
production of conditioning. He likes
to keep loose with basketball fol-
lowing exercise sessions at St. Louis
University under Walter (Doc) Eber-
hardt, the school’'s physical educa-
tion director, who has been helping
ball players get ready in the winter,

Opponent of Rest Periods

Team captain Boyer feels too many
players are forced out, or rested too
much, too early. He cites Musial as
a prime example, pointing out that
Stan began getting extra rest as far
back at 1957.

“A lot of players make the mistake
of letting it known that thev're tired.,”
Boyer said. ‘A manager can tell if
you're tired. I'd die out there before
I'd ask to come out,.

“Being mentally tired, to me, al-
ways has seemed much worse than
being physically tired. Dick Groat
would like to be able to relax, but he
worries a lot.

“Too many young kids get discour-
aged over physical errors, like plain
errors in the field and strikeouts, but
it’s the mental errors they should
worry about. Like throwing to the
wrong base and base-running blund-
ers. I feel a player should be told
about mental mistakes.”

*
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