W p i b 8 e e TR AR S RN TIT

| PR PP e ] i o S g S T e L el

'
- o

¥,

. By PHTL FEFE . -

‘FORT LALTDERDALE Fl.a --When lhe arbitrator. in his |
_ultimaté wisdom and generosity, awarded Rick Cerone a

one-yvear contract for 198] calling. for £440.000, it set off a
chain reaction that makes the young catcher the latesi
New York Vankee to lock hurns with ciuh Owner George
Steinbrenner, . &

Becguse Cerone submitted his case'to salary arbitration,
Sreinbrenner. questioned the catcher’s, layalty and his de-
sire 1o rern.nn with the ?anhEeﬁ Cerone, on the gther
hand, was perplexed and somewhat embarrassed by his
new Salary. He had come te the Yankees from Torento in

- " bip tﬁadf nm— the 1979 season, carrving a salary of $50,000
' ﬁ‘ en of trving to rep‘lace the late Thurman Mun- .

and thie b
SO0+ .

To help rehuu.* that burden, the Yankees had uppeﬂ
Cerone's 5::!.31-} to $120.000. For his part, Cerone produced &
237 uwmgh 14 homers und 85 RBls. second high on the

- club i a “ﬁnufrfullg pra:lucm*e sSeison. )
Cerone liked New York ahd New York liked Cerone.and

discussions bepan in an effort to get"the catcher a fong-
term contract, But when ndgotiations broke down, Cerone
had no alfernative but to sibout to arbitfation. His request
was 5440, tlﬁ!h ‘The Yankees countered with an offer of
£350.000 Andrlhe arbitrator ruled in the ;ﬁl.ner s favor.

"1 would l'n..m.* been happy if I'd lost)” ' Cerone said. "l
kept thinking. even if 1 lost, they still have to pay me.
350,000, | dan't know u.hat it means to be.making that

much r'm:mt"-.. I have no-congeplion of money, 1 came from |

nothing. All iny hfe, we lived on the se -and floor of an
dpartment hm]dml_ in o rented apariment. What do 1 know
aboug ali Ihdt moneyv?’ .

‘Cerone Sad he wus hurt by Steinbrennet s n-rnarlu- bu-

" gause he belipves the Y anker owner was Umsinformed

Through hik agent, Georgéd Kalafuitis, Cerene had asked
for 3'deal commensurate with what Darréll Porter got

frone the St. Epuwis Cardinals=$3 § muliion for five vears. He

el his ape (15} the Rind of season he had and his willing-
ness to saerifice free agency justified such U pequest, The
CYankees countered with $2,5 l‘mllmn for five vears hnd
Cerone turned thut down. & :

Attthat ;flll'-l-l‘i'i surd Cerone! |1I.‘ iried 1o LalK 1o the Y ankevs
about @ oni-vear deal, but"ihey would notlisten. That's
whun b u*lwil.’fl with no chdice but to po 1o arbitfation,

“Frever even talked to George.” sand Cerone. ““We only

talked to ["k':nhPrumdenn Cedric Talis. { really didn’t
want to go through with {.lf-tﬁtf.dtlﬂﬂ] I kept thinking they
were going 16 come back to ux and wark of out. The mght
before the hearing, | was very upset. 1 kept thinking, I

don't know why I'm doing ihﬂ.- But 1 had ng choiwce. 1 they |

had uffered me the figure they took into arbitration for one

vear. 1 would have signed.-But they peveg made me a one-
vear effer und that's-why Lsay George is misinformed.”
__Cerone'said hit even went o Tallishefore the hearing and

said; “Let's-compromise of the dlfﬁ!ﬂ‘nﬂi‘ and not go

throuph with this.”

But. according to Cen:-rué T.s!lls mphed “There 15 no

mmpmmne o

“I'm not a greedy plaver,’ Eemne I.I'hlbl.l'."d
lo get a slap in the face from the public because | don't
think | deserveit. And I'm nit looking for controversy. In
!:u:t. that's the part that huthera me the_maost,

“Evérvone Knows | grew up a YanKee fan and 1 always
wanted to be-a Yankee. | still do. 1 wouldn't do anﬂhmg 10
hun my chances of staying a Yankee.™
Cerone's one fear is th:u Ste:nbrenner 'ﬁ’l" hold a grudge

[

”erone Hits Jackpot
-Steinbrenner Fumes
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‘1don’t want -

"oy

o b

over-the urhurutmn ﬂ-ung and make deahng with him in
,the future that much more dfficult. He could become ei1g|~

“bie for free agency after the.1982 season, which could mean™

another arbitration case next vear, unless the w.u su:les
agree-on i long-term deal. )

“It still may. work out this year.’ t:en:une said. "1 hnpe s0.
1 would like to get it done: 1 just hope he. tﬁminbﬁnnerj
does not hold a_ grudge because i really.don’t think it's
Justified. GEﬂrgn; has always taken care ‘of his people and
this organization has treated me so well. I want to stay
here und I hope:they ‘want ‘me to stay here. If they're in-
werested in szgnmg me tn a long-term deal, we're willing to
hsten.

worry about hitting a baseball and catching it. it's over..
Now 1 just want to go out gnd p!a'r bail and have a gmd
vear and help the Yankees win.”

Yankee Doodles: To make room on their 40-man roster .

for free agent Bill‘Castro, the Yankees sold munor league -

infielder Rafael: Santana to the.Cardinals on & conditional
basis. . .. Gene'Michael, who wore No. 17 for vears as a
plaver, w |II wear No. 11 asa _manager. I{’s Fred Stanley’s
old' number and Michael chose it rather than ask ﬂss:..lr
Gamble to give up No. 17, 7

Jim Spencer, mvited to the early camp 4fter an nn‘ vear
n 1980 showed he means business by reporting at 204
poutids, 12 under his 1950 plaving weight. . . . Don. Gullett
postponed his trp. and his umptyumpth. comeback, Ye-
Cause the “umher in Florida was-not good. He said he
would wait-until the weather warms up before driving
down from his old Kentucky home and trying, one more
ume, to work his way buck into the form that-hade him

one of the most r-a-ur:wml‘u! active pl[.ch-.-'h w uh more than |
) mu dt-tmum, i

“But I'm not gumg fo worry about it. I've gur. enuugh to

Rlck Cemne .z Maneym the bnnk

McWilliams, Hanna to Duel
For Braves I.one Vacancy

By TIM mcxe&

WE.bT PAL‘h‘[ BEACH, Fla. -.‘h‘lanager Hnbb\ Cox" voice
is almost apu!&gm&r.,alﬂnuqt like that of the personnel
dll‘l—'{'tﬂl‘ telling.the eager job applicant r,here are no open-
ngs.

"Rmnv " 541:.‘. C{m. 'somecne will huw :n ‘have a terri-
ble spring to lose o -spot. We're g.Eltm[.‘. like a lot of the
really pood cluh-i that go to spring tnumng every vear with
no more than oné or two jobs open.”

The Braves reported to spring trdining with such a stable
personnel situation that their seven weeks here prumised

m be downrightiboring. AH ‘indications were that *4 of the

25 jobs were.taken.
-Cox was reluctant to sav how many jobs were open. But.

‘with some prodding. he admitted hine of the 10 spots on the

pitching staff were pmh.:bh taken and that six infield-

- ers,-three catchers and six outfielders had: runnmg stans

on jobs.”
That weuld !em e one npenmg—the 16th spot on the pnch+
ing staff. But that could.be an interesting battle, with

. Larry McWilliams and Preston Hanna,fighting to stay on

the staff and m:nur league phennm Ken Dayley i‘:ghtmg o

- make it.

Castro a Yank,

FORT LAUD‘ERDALE Fla.-The ﬂtgnm[_ of free
apent pitcher Bill Castro by the Yankees was like seeing
a robin gutside vour: window —huibinger of things o
come. ItTiust be apparent that with Goose Gossage,
Ron Davis and Doug Bird already on their roster, the
‘Yankees:have no need for another righthanded reliever
unless h is the fererunner to another deal.
| ~ There was speculation that the signing of Castro

desirablé because of youth and.experience and success
as a short reliever, He could be the mam altraction in
' bringing the Yunkees the righthanded starter they fieed
from.the Cubs (Rick Reuschel), Blue Jn:,u (Jim

stariers),

. Davis: 25, has put Iugc"he‘r two excellent years is a
reliever, lwinning 23 games. losing five and saving 16.
The Yanlmeﬂ would be reluu:*tam to part with him, but

Davus Could Go

made it likelvy the Yankees would deal Davis, highly -

Clancy), ‘Expos {Steve ngen} or A's {any of their five

* does not have endugh pitches to start. It seemed logical

I'

getting a nghihanﬁed starter la go along with thu lefty,
.corps of Tommy John. Ron Guidry. Rudy May and
Tommy Underwdod may be a I'ugher prmnt}

Castro signed # two-year contract worth $325,000 with
an option for a third year. He comes off a 24 record with
elpht saves and : i ‘.La&; ERA for the Brewers in 1980,
when he worked:84 i inaings, the most he has lm,ged if
the big leagues. He'is g-8ix-year veteran,.just turned 27, .
“hu shows a career record of 25-23 with 34 saves, . .

“He's a pretty pood ﬁtt{‘.‘ht‘r ** said ManagérGene Mi-
chael. “He's not a strikeout pitcher.: but he knows hu:w
1o pitch.™ i

Michael said he W av.-. not ihmking uf Castro as a start-
er, but said that' Davis might get a look as a starter.
However, that is unlikely since most Yankees sav Davis’

to assume that Daws would be an ‘his way elsewhere
bEfﬂrE'annmg da;. o --FHlL PEPE .
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= 'majur rasks confronting Gox:

‘are’a;contender,”

Despite the apparent-stability of the roster, the'e dATe WO

“The most important thing we've got to do.’ E“m admit-
ted. "His get dur stariing pitching rotation arranged.” -
Cex. who prefers a five-man rotation, sees Phil Niekro,
Gaylord Pefry und Tommy Boggs as three of his starlers,
He likes newcomer John Montefusco asad fnur{h starter—"'1
wouldn't be surprised if tve wins 15 games,” Cox said-and
he mentions ¥lcWilhams; Hanna. Rick Matula and Davley

_as candidates for the F:fth starting as;-.:gnmem

“The other thing we've got to do."” Cox sdys. is decide
on a leadoff hitter. WE have several peaple ﬂ-hn could fill
the role.™ . .

The leadnng cand:date is Claudell Hrashlrgmni the

* Braves® expensive free-agenf acquisition who will play

nght field. Cox also will look at Glenn Hubbard, Rafael
Rarnirez and Garv Matthews. .

Cox amued here in mid- February with Bruce Benedict
as his starting carcher, Chris Chambliss as his'first base-
man, Hubbard as his second baseman. Ramirez gs his
shortstop, Bob Horner as his third baseman and Matthiews, -
Dale Murphy'and ‘u\rashmgmn as his outfielders from left 10
n I.'“. = . i

%&Isn assured jnhs are catchen‘. Bsft‘ Fcu:nrnha and Bill
Nahorodny, infielders Luis Gomez and Jerry Royster and
outfielders Térry Harper. Brian Asselstine and Mike Lum.

Assured spots in the bullpen are Fhr:l-*.. Camp. Lam
Bradford. Gene Garber and Al Hrabosky. :

- Cox, encouraged by the novelty of a set team, is con- -
vinced his fuun:h Atlanta club will be a season- Inng con-

I iEI'IdET w i

“As far as [I'm c::n:urned we proved 1:’151 \ear that we
Cox said. 1 know 1 said the same thing
last sprmg But I don't have any doubt this is :he best bail -
club we've had since I've been here.

“We have much better. depth dn our pltchmg: staff than

“we had last spring. We've made a lot of changés over the

past muple af years, and | thmh ev ervthing is readw tofall -~

" together.™

Wigwam Wisps: Matthem reporied to spnng :rammg
his six-week-old request for a tcade unfulfilled. 1"l just

. - play this season like I've always plaved and then see what

happens,”” said "I-tauhems who-is eligible for free ggency
after the season. . . . The Braves went to sSpring traiming
with all their. pla*;ers -under contract.”. . . The Braves re.
leased- pitchers Bo McLaughlin and Cr:ng Skoek. former
major leaguers who pitched. Iasi seasan at Rir:hmnnd (In-
ternational).
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