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; rets of Cobb’s Batting Success Rgveﬁled to His Protege
thapman Kinds Eye on Ty’s Lost Tips

qam Digs Up Old Letters
1 Useful to Him as Rookie

fstruclions, Misplaced by Outfielder When He Entered
o Navy, Now Serve as Refresher Course in Training;
S Represent Masterly Advice on Hitting
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Passes Along Pointers on Punching
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o f ' By ART MORROW. |
; WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.
S Good news in the Athletics';
S F T e g CAMP is the hitting of Left Fielder
S Sam Chapman, the jut-jawed for-
mer foothall star who in 1938
lezped from the University of Cal-
ifornia campus to the big league
diamond.

i

Sam not only has been riding
the ball hard and far in batting !
practice, but he has been punish-
ing rival pitchers at a cruel clip,
hitlling 407 in the first six games:
—indicaling a complete return to
his prewar form, an offitial aver-
age of 322 for 1941.
- Responsible for the comeback
are two letters Sam received nine
years ago from one of the greatest
hitters of them all—Ty Cobb.

Chapman came across the let-
ters during the winter while ran-
sacking an old trunk in his Ti-
buron, Calif.,, home, and pored
over the documents for hours. He
still consulis them frequently, for
to him they have served as a re-
fresher course in how to bat. To
thousands of others, young play-
ers and old, they would come as a |
veritable encyclopedia of batting |
lore from a master who was 12|
times the American League cham-
pion in the art, f
. How Chapman originally came’
into possession of the letters is:
almost a story in itself. OQut of a)
_ clear sky in 1938 he received an,
cerrer from the A's, and as soon as the college season was over, he
.St ¥ened to join the club. '
A “I remember the dav he arrived,” says Coach Earle Brucker.
e picked us up in Cleveland, n— n

C T .he didn’t have a verv good
! Ty One of Few Stars Able
to Insiruct OQthers—Mack

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla—Con-
nie Mack considers Ty Cobb a good
instructor and approves of Sam
Chapman’s ftrying to improve his
hitting through the Georgia Peach's
correspondence course,

“Few great hitlers possess the
ability to pass on their skill,” Mack
says. “They know how themselves,
but cant teach others, maybe be-
cause they do not compleiely un-
derstand exactly what they do and
why they do it.

“But I have always believed that
Ty not only knew what he was do-
ing, but also was one of the very
few great hitters capable of in-
siructing others.”
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-in high school and college, Chapman
ver had played anywhere except ot
op, but Connie Mack took one
k at his solid 190 pounds, spread vver
feet one wnch, and iold him he
woogpuld play center ficld. This formula,
s fyidentally, was by no means new
T 9h 3 manager who converted Rube
adring from an infielder, switched
lie Collins from shortstop to the
field to second base and once had
ifigemie Foxx covering third with Jim-
A 2 Dykes on first!

it was a wise change to make.” savs
' pman now, in appraising the shift
. Wt converted him from a college per-
“g7r o a major league outficlder.
Bt at the tinie 1 was plenty confused,
B 1 had no business even being

ere [ was, anyway.”
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THE ONE AND ONLY TY CORB, ONE OF THE GAME'S IMM ORTALS
[

out any form or polish But drop me &
line when you can and let me know
your reactions as to batling results. . , .
“Sincerely, :
“TY COBB™
Well, sir, Chapman practiced what
Cobb preached, and for the next two
months he hardly had to write to tell

ter, This distance away from plate will
allow you to hit fhe oulside bhall to
right. In other words, you protect the
plate both on inside pitches and out-
side.

“5. Remember, THE PLATE IS THE
PITCHER'S OBJECTIVE AND HE HAS
TOQ COME TO IT. I use ‘back of plate’

Sam Another Big Leaguer
Who Started in Legion Ball

Sam Chapman is another major
leaguer who can thank the Ameri-
can Legion and its junior baseball

: - procession of bad days fol-

2 th:t irauspicious debut in Cleve-
T, and one day as the trip neured
. end, Chapman struck out five times
B4 Bame at YVankee Stadium. Mack
ed at Brucker, sadly shook his
Rd and II:I‘IJ".EI'Ed: “The big fown's

- e boy himself, living in a night-
el o, Was convinced that some horrible
o 2re had been made, He was won-
+& 2% how the A's had even happened
pull him into such a spot.

The First Course

At last they reached Philadelphia.
{gere Chapman found a letter waiting
f Bim. It was dated May 18, post-
ed Menlo Purk, Calif, and at the
p of the first sheet was the inscription:
R. Cobh,

Qo Sam’s surprise, he read:

el Sam:

tried tn get you before you left,
d to reach you by phone . . .
‘ ﬂ:t! responsible, in a way, for your
g with Mr. Mack, as I recommended
U to him. 1Thi.'; explains my interest
* Iy wanling to see you; also, what
KOIDg 10 tell you,
r % will be bothered for awhile by
stands and shadows, alse sun fields
o ackgtounds when baiting. GET
- OF FIELDING PRACTICE WITH
L SES, and you will be okay
L short time. You are with the best
to break in under; he is very pa-

&nd kindly. Get your advice
him,

to help you, and they are sincere, but
different minds sometimes muddle
things. Relative to batting, lislen to no
ore except Mr. Mack or whomever he
delegates to advise you. Get out early
and get some extra hitting practice, elc.

“Now, Sam, 1 am taking the liberty
to tell you a few points, Try them out

for 1 do believe 1 have learned some
batting fundamentals in the yecars 1
have been in bascball.

1. DON'T GRIF YOUR BAT AT THE
VERY END; leave, say. an inch or
two. ALSO, LEAVE AT LEAST AN
INCH OR MORE SPACE BETWEEN
YOUR HANDS: that gives you balance
and control of bat, and also keeps hands
from interfering with each other during
the swing.

“2, Take position at plate, especially
against righthand pitchers, BACK OF
PLATE, and against a man with a real
curve, YOU CAN STAY ON BACK
LINE OF BATTING BOX. Now try to
hit to right-center. [ don't mean you
should place the ball in any one spot,
but siart now practicing to hit your
righthanders to the opposite field., An
inside ball from a righthand pitcher
yvou will naturally pull, say, to leit-

cenier.
“3. DON'T SLUG AT FULL SPEED;

' LEARN TO MEET THEM FIRMLY, and

vou will be surprised at the results,
“4, Now, to hit as I ask, to right-
center or center. YOU STAND AWAY

FROM PLATE the distance you can see

with mind’s eye that you can hit the

ball that curves on inside corner, to cen-

in practice and I believe you will profit. |

expression to mean towards the catch-
er, away from plate to denote distance
from plate towards outside of box.
Now. USE A SLIGHLY CLOSED
STANCE. AND KEEP A LITTLE MORE
WEIGHT ON YOQOUR FRONT FOQOT
THAN BACK. That gives vou balance
and won't pull you away from curves.
You are always in position to give
maximum drive,

{There is inserted a diagram showing a
batter's right foot almost in the outside
corner of the box, [eft foot {orward and
pointed forward to run nearly parallel
with plate, “Try this,” Cobb wrote,
“and a curve ball will not bother you.”)
“g. DON'T PULL A CURVE BALL
FROM A RIGHTHANDER. The ball is
revelving away from you, Hit with the
revolution and to right field,

<7, KEEP YOUR LEFT ELBOW
COCKED ON LEVEL WITH YOUR
HANDS OR EVEN HIGHER. Never let
the elbow down below the hands, and
keep your hunds always well away from

your body—keep pushing them out,

iéw:-n with your body or back.

"3 KEEP YOUR BACK LEG
STRAIGHT. Ot course, if you put your
weight more on the front leg, then the
back leg will be straight.

“9 IF HIGH FAST BALLS INSIDE
REALLY BOTHER YOU: Crouch over
from waist and pass them up. Don't
bite, in other words. [n crouching, you
make the pitcher throw lower, which
forces him away fron the position that
bothers you. But I think with the
instructiors 1 have given, you will hit
them wherever they pitch,

“10. AGAINST A SPEEDY LEFT-

program for getting him started on
a diamond ecareer.

Born at Tiburon, Calif, a small
town at the base of Mi. Tamalpais,
April 11, 19316, Sam received his
grammar school education there, He -
went te high school in Mill Valley
and it was there that the local
Legion post saw to it that he was
given a place on its junior team.

Chapman was an infielder in Le-
gion hall, and at California U., but
switched to the outfield late in his
college course.
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HANDER: DONT PULL., Use same
stance I have given you, and when he
throws you his curve, knock him down
with it or you will naturally pull it, as
the ball is breaking in to you. BUT
AGAINST A LEFTHANDER OF FAIR
SPEED: Move up in the box, also
closer to plate, and PULL THIS STYLE
OF PITCHING.

“Now, Sam, suime of the points I have
outlined may seem uncomfortable at
first, but you practice them and stick to
it. 1 predict you will start hitting line
drives and be much pleased right {rom
the start. Watch the good hitters and
st¢ where their arms, hands and feet
are. All this gives freedom of swing
and power.

“Get before a mirror, stand and hold
yvour hands and elbow as | have told
you and see how you luck. Also drop
vour left elbow below your hands and
your right elbow io your side, and you
will feel you cannot hit.

“This letter is long and poorly pre-
pared. I have just dashed it ofl with-

-

Cobb of hiz reuclions. The averages
spoke for him.

“I bod never met Ty at the time,™
Sam says, "but 1 found a lot of helpful
hir:ts in what he had writlen me,” Lines
penciled in where certain points have
heen capitalized bear mute testimony
as to how well Chapman studied the
document, and within a2 month he was
among baseball's Big Six.

Second Lesson J

But then the lessons began to blur,
and the rookie slumped again, Came
another leiter from Cobb, this one
dated August 13:

“Dear Stm:

"I hape you will pardon my wriling
you, and any suggesiion is merely my
interest in vour work. You have over
a considerable period proven you can
hit, and from 358 or 33 on down to
present average shows something be-
sides a lack of hitting ability.

“Now, tov much hitting can be bad.
When you are meeting the ball good,
one after another, stop.

“Don't take strikes, Ask Mr. Mack
to let you hit the first good one for
awhile. You may uncunsciously be us-
ing a system of taking a first sirike
and other teams know that, Never let
them figure you out. Cross them up.

“Always keep in an apgressive stale
of mind. ‘

“One  other very important thing:
Don't guess what the next ball will be.
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(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6, COL. 2



