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It's impossible to predict how a
change of uniforms will affect an
athlete’s performance on the field.
Sometimes it buoys a flagging ca-
reer; sometimes it works in re-
verse.

Andre Dawson had the season of
his life after leaving the Montreal
Expos for the Chicago Cubs in 1987,
Tony Pena suffered through his
worst year in the majors after
being traded by the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates to the St. Louis Cardinals.

But if changing clubs is a some-
times-major adjustment, changing
leagues can be a switch from night
to day. Batters are required to face
a new array of pitchers. Pitchers
face hitters they've never seen.

Every game is played against an

f‘ﬁwmﬂ-——,iack Clark, a hit-
- terw"ﬁﬂ -doesn't believe in periods

ready for-wey
Ih‘:ng ﬁmencan League pitchers
mttu throw at him.

~oThe" approach I've always fol-
luwed is to keep it simple. For me,
that means looking for fastbalis.
~ The rest usually takes care of it-
~self,” said Clark, the former St
Louis Cardinals slugger who signed
a free-agent contract with the New

- York Yankees over the winter.
‘Clark, who with Don Mattingly,
-:Dave wmﬂelg, ‘Rickey Henderson
aa&mm il
&y- Mitrderers 3

“-frmnd-

" topit off, he'll be petfﬂmﬂnglnthis
. brave new world under-the watch-

ful eye of the uitimate Big Brother,; |

- Yankees Owner George Steinbren-
ner. '

- But Clark, 32, insists he’s ready
to earn the salary that will reach
$2 mitlmn per year if he stays
heaithy.

Hitting has rarely been a prob
lem for Clark, but many thservers
feel the DH factor may be the most
difficult adjustment of all.

“Jack is used to running out on
the field and playing & position,”
said Yankees hitting coach Chris
Chambliss, who played nine years
in the American League before
spending his final seven seasons
with Atlanta of the National

e. “Being a DH is like pinch-
hitting four or five times a game.
W-he bis.main adjust-
ment"”

Said Clark: “DH-ing is new to me,
but T think I'll get used to it. It be

different, but Fll find ways to stay "

1oose. There'sa lot of time between

at-bats, and-FWam to avoid think-

" ing too much. I want hitting to be a

reaction thing, the way it has al-
ways been for me.”

In an effort to adjust to the role,

unfamiliar opponent in an unfamil-
iar stadium.

Thanks to the designated h:tter |

not even the rules are the same.
The switch is easier for the less

er-known players because expecta-’

tions are not so large. But when
sluggers switch leagues and line-
ups are rearranged, the spotlight
captures their every move.

Such were the cases for Ted Sim-
mons, Lance Parrish and Dave
Winfield when they crossed over in
the.past. Such will be the case in
1988 for three players who made
off-season changes in address.

B Dave Parker arrives in Oak-
land after 15 National League sea-
sons in Pittsburgh and Cincinnati.
He brings a reputation built on 273

Clark asked theradwvice of team-
mate Gary Ward=who's experi-
enced in the DH agproach, .
“Ward told me.he would go in
the cidbhouse between at-bats and
pedal the (stationary) bicycle
while he watched the game on
TV,” Clark said. “When-a ball was
hit to the outlield, he’'d pedal
barder, like a simulated game.
Also, he got a better look.at the
pitchers with the TV camera on
them.” ‘ i
Said Ward: “What works for me
might not work for Jack. You have
to find your own way. But the key
;Egkeegeynur mﬁm not
to be an ent for ;
Fim, but he's Ik E & good:hiter
hell do fine.”- =25

- Clark said;- “,Elruew wtnen 1)

signed here d be mostly a
DH. 1 like to playz.a.posiuﬂn but I'm
not the greatest defensive player in
the world. I'm here to hit.”

And that’s what he expects to do
—no matter ow A.L. pitchers
pitch to him.
philesophy,

mat N.L pitchers challenge hitters
while pitchers rely on finesse,
often throwing breaking pitches
‘even when they're behind in the
count.

But Yankees broadcaster
Tommy Hutton said, “In Clark’s
case, the usual rules might be re-
versed. National League pitchers
used American League style on
him, pitching around him in that St.
Louis lineup. _

“But American League pitchers
might have to use National League
style. In this lineup, with a Hender-
son on base and a Winfield or Mat-
tingly behind him, he’s going to see

more fasthails than he saw in the:

other league.”

Clark walked 136 times last year
~—the most in the majors since San
Francisco's Willie McCovey drew
137 walks in 1970~—and he missed
31 games because of injuries.

“There were times when |
thought I was a special case, that |
just wasn’t getting fastballs,” he
said.-“But [ thipk there has been an
overall change in the last few
years. i

“I remember when the National
League was a fastball league, but
now even Nolan Ryan changes

il

a

home runs and nearly 1,200 runs
batted in.

M Kirk Gibson dons Dodger blue
after nine eventful American
League seasons with the Detroit
Tigers. Expectations? Gibson
hasn't hit fewer than 24 homers in
any of the last four years:.

B Jack Clark, who spent 13 sea-
sons in San Francisco and St. Louis
establishing himself as one of the
N.L.'s most feared hitters, lands in
Yankee Stadium, where George
Steinbrenner will expecl him to du=
plicate last year's Eﬁ-humer 106-
RBI season.

Following is a clnser look at
three special cases where the spot--
light will burn brighter and the
pressure will rest heavier in 1988,

'_ ;ustmg to DH Role May Be Tougher
i Crossover, Says Yarﬂ(ees’illark

W he still throws as;hard

aﬂ?ﬂgfwlght Gooden was- 4

changadips, .trying to make 3§

look bad. The better pitchers, like
(John) Tudor and (Fernando) Vai-
enzu
expect fastballs.”

Clark's approach, looking for

fastballs and adjusting to uﬂ-aj:eed'- ¥ = iz

pitches, might be oversimplified,=
but it has certainly worked for him.

Last year, he ‘hit 35 hnq'.lers and | =

drove in 106 runs—both

career highs. And »

since his switch- et

ing leagues has -nn
brought him into the

-middle of a high-powered lmeup, ¥
“his. adjustment could be even eas-

der.

"1 don't think pitchers can wnrk
around him as much,” said Win-
fieid, who didnt miss a beat when
he came to the Yankees seven
years ago after playing eight years
for the National League’s San
Diego Padres: “A hitter of Clark's
caliber, in a lineup where he's sur-

-Tounded by good hiuers, isn't going

ments, 105 the phcherewhalaze
ments. Il s the pitchers:

problems.”

The approaches used by pitchers
in each league, as Yankees right-
hander Rick Rhoden said, are the
resuit of the ball parks.

“The parks dictate how the
game is played,” said Rhoden, who
joined the Yankees last year after
12 seasons in the Nationdl League.

““The American League has
smaller parks and it's hard to chal-
lenge hitters, unless you can throw
like Roger Clemens, because a 20
fastball can end up in the seats.”

And because of the smaller sta-
diums, Rhoden and others expect
Clark’'s siugging to reach new’
heights, even though he'll be play-
ing home games at Yankee Sta-
dium, where the expansive left-

‘center field is a potential deterrent

to his righthanded power.

“This league has better ball
parks for hitters,” said Yankees
lefthander Tommy John, who has
switched leagues twice during 2 25-

year major league career. “We've |

got some bandboxes over here, a
lot more than in the National

-League.

(Continued on Fage 6, Column l}

~and Mike §68tt, vou camry

- L ]
* B b
: . S
w in

-slugging Is w to rueh new heights.

CHANGING LEAGUES
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