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The “Big Itch”—Billy Cox
ST. LOUIS, Mo.

The person-
able young clerk
behind the desk
at the Hotel
Chase in St.
Louis pointed
his way down
the rooming list
of the Brooklyn
.., Dodgers, read-
“if ing out loud:

7 'Reese —
ey . Furillo — Sni-
Billy Cox ferD:_HEgggf
jti — Pafko.” Then he looked

8t the guiet fellow standing in
giront of him,

§ “What did you say your name was?

L dow't happen to see it on the list.”

The lad smiled good naturedly, “‘Oh,
B that's all right. I'm just the forgotten
g1 on this ball elub. My name's
aBilly Cov

Cox las bheen the forgotten man on

the Brooklyn club not only to room
B citks but also to radio men, TV
W s and newspapermen ever since he
e to Flatbush,  Autograph szekers
B een by him to grab Jackie Robinson
@ Prescher Roe or Duke Snider.

But 1o seven other managers in the
kay.rue an1 175 out of the 200 players
Ml s the Big lich. He takes base hits

trom them, throws them out on bunts
R U bat out against most every other
.. tinrd bis2man  in  the eircuit, He

fatches sizzling grounders ta the right
3 ol o the left, At bat he is always

 130bing one for extra bases with some-

%z on the sacks. “Just a Big Itch,” is
" ¥hat one of 1he Phillies called hi-n'l:

r % e

Andy, Billy Just Guys to Boss

It's strange, put ini
nd Cox gon’ Andy Seminick

e slars to

?flisﬂgl to their Dwnmany gors
the sayisn:t of baseha_ll twist to
oy b Eﬁ A man is never a
| IS own home town.”
Imr!‘:{iir ; tﬁt';:-ar w.he‘n Seminick re-
8 i, o the Phils training camp,

y ‘N Chapman (then m
: anager
" Sdie Sawyer woulg say: Eer)
u:'iﬂi We need is a catcher.”
g m“m:’f 'he entire training season
B Sitiinicl EL.'E would do the catching,
8 e o, ¥4 often on the bench when
Andy | -T Jpened, but after ten days
o, “u{nar:gb!}' Was in the game, [t
S siring (. ) ¢ Joined Cincinnati this
T at he way given the {itle of

s 1 cateher
. L
[ﬂmley Dros - Burt Shotton and pow

| Bame )4 m.'wi"vlh“?" have raised the
8 T Spier 'y, ne€d a third base-

| B“-"hh' M Brocnsen, Rﬂl‘.‘.‘k}* Bridges
i bis o, 8N were all groomed for
..--_-: Dﬂ@ 411”::.“'1“

W thigg 1. said Billy, “they '
all ::i Ii'!;?'ﬂ_““-'lfi in the B'rnﬂkle;ﬁ ;:;:;
B ingraaq e oUId play the hot co
N 'i[E.‘Id [It. Bj“}, C " - =
Such y 0x. '

o U oM would have dulled
..:' Hl' 4 UE l"I:-Bn Y l
et Ny players,
semii*:ifl'-*es continual ham-
mL.:. and Cox under such
il they have what it

& Liag

“B- '
; ?EEI“I"'“HH gel  disgusted ‘many
o V\TINUED oy PAGE 4, COL. 1)
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‘No 1=-Man Team in History--Fed

y GEORGE C. CARENS-

BOSTON, Mass.—In what might be termed a fare- % everv manager 1 ever worked under . . . 1 have the

well address to the Red Sox iroops, Ted Williams, on
leaving the club, declared he was confident they wngld
win a first-division berth without assistanm? {runl hll‘f‘l.
. “There never was a on:imsn team in history, said
the temperamental siugger, who was inducted into the
Marines, May 2. “No ball club ever had an indis-
pensable player. + .

“] have a feeling the Red Sox are going to surpt ise
a lot of people before the race is rum, a:td I :‘:a‘n sce
themn finishing as high as first place. @ertagn.y no
worse than fourth spot, and that's allowing time for
the younesters to add polish.” _

Inya re:iiniscent mood a few days hefqre his ﬂepar"itlﬂr‘e
for the Willow Grove (Pa.) Naval Air Station, wii-
liams said, “I wouldn't change one liitle thing in my
whole major league career” if he had 1o do it all over
again, “Well maybe onc—if I remembered a_promise
I made to Tom Yawkey,” Williams added. “I'd avoid
insulting the fans. o

“Baseﬁall has been wonderfui to me,” Williams went
on. “I was fortunate io get away fo a good stari anfi
[ can't recall what I'd peg as turning points. I wouldn't
say I really ever had a bad year, especially when 1
consider my lifetime hatting average of .346 and 1h:jt
I performed a modern miracle in exceeding .400 once

(406 in 1941). _ _
“Mr. Yawkey, Joe Cronin and Eddie Collins . .

highest respect for the men who have bhelped me up
the ladder . . . especially Freddy Corcoran, without
whose advice I probably wouldn't have worked so
hard to get into condition tu play these few pre-season
games. That's one thing that bas been most helpful—
Corcoran’s advice on business matters, I owe him a
lot.

“I{ was a break ior me in the first place lo land with
{the Red Sox.

“I was lucky to have had such a considerate man-
ager as Frank Shellenback at San Diego. Donie Bush
was patient during my year at Minneapolis and so were
Cronin, Joe McCarthy, Steve O'Neill and I.ou Boud-
reau in my seasons here,”

His most heartwarming ruoment, he said. was the 1950
ovation at Fenway Park when he got back in the line-
up after his broken elbow had partially mended.

“If I had to sing a swan song, I'd say the happy
memories will never disappear, whatever the future
holds,” Ted said. “l've never tried to hurt anyone,
never criticized any player, and tried to help young
players. It wouid be nice to wake up sormme morning
and find the world is at peace, but in tHe meantiine the
deadline is getting closer and I'll be ready to go.”

Ted has been taking his lumps like a man, and I'll
predict he never will stage a sit-down strike when
ha resumes his flying career.
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Order; “Umps
Keep Balls in
Play Longer

Other A. L. Rules to Assure
Complete Games and Fair

Decisions, Speed Up Play

e ———

By DAN DANIEL

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Close students
of the game see
the promise of
some aid to
American
League pitch-
ers in the latest
regulations is-
sued by Presi-
dent Will Har-
ridge. He has
warned the um-
pires not to be o
so gquick to "~ ™ -l .. S
throw out balls. Williem Harridge
He says: “Our regulations provide
that umpires will keep baschalls
in the game as long as the cover
is uninjured. No ball shall be thrown
out of the game unless the cover is
scuffed, and it is unfit for play,.

“Aside from the expense involved,
it is very annoying to the patrons 1o
see the game continually held up by
the request of a pitcher or a batter,
that the umpire inspect the hall,

“No umpire should, upon his own
initiative. call for a bhall, after it hag
been fielded,. for the purpose of in-
specting it. This only leads to more
invitations from the plavers.

Urzes Speed-Up of Play

“If you are asked for a new hall,
.and, in your judgment, the old one
is all right, continue it in play. You
will find, by the use of a little dis-
cretion, that you will not only sive-
a greal many balls but you will speed
Lup and improve the playing of the
game from a spectator's standpoint.”
. The leagve head also points gut
that a new pitcher may have only
eight warmup pitches, and asks the
umpires to cut down on these,

Tenn recent special bulleting  from
Harridge's offices lestify to the un-
usually complex and complicated na-
ture of major league regulations in
this era of night competition and local
curfew laws,

Apart from everything else,

thesa

| . -
bulletins offer {rgmendous testimony

to the fact that the wmajor leagues of
today are most meticulous in their
precautions to guaranice the fans a
complete pame, and a fair decision.

For the first time in its history, the
American League has provided for
what is known &s the “suspended
game" rule. This regulation, in effect
several years in the Nationa! League,
was adopted by the junior circuit last
December in compliance. with the
request of the plaver representatives
that the {wo ieagues be in agreement
on such matters,

The "suspended game" rule sent out
by Harridgze says, “In case nine in-
nings of a scheduled game, after it
has become a legal game, are not com-
pleted hecause of a curfew establishid
by, law, or because of suspension to
enable a team {o catch a train, or
in the case of » night game, because
of the failure of lights cr power, such

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2, COL. 3)
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times?"”
sacker.
Cox shook his head, “

we asked the Dodger third
, it had

the direct opposite effect on me. &

got mad, made up my mind that no
one would beat me out of the job.
I practiced harder and harder. Because
1 wasn't playing } came oul earlier,
got in more hitting, look more fielding
practice, tried to make plays in different
ways. It paid off in the end, made
me a better player and really pro-
tected my job. The managers did me
a favor by worrying me about the
position.”

There was, however, another and a
big reason why the various pilots
searched for someone to take the third
base job from Cox. Billy was siricken
with malaria in the service and for al-
most five years after his discharge he
was subject to an upset stomach.

He said that many times he was
forced to leave the dugout and go to
the c¢lubhouse because he was {oo
weak to play., Back in 1048 and 1949

he averaged less than 100 games a year.
E L L

Health Much Improved

“I.don't know where I picked
it up, but it sure gave me a fit,”
said Cox. “Only within the last
g‘ear have 1 {felt entirely well.”

or several years Cox had g
brownish, sickly color. Now that
has entirely disappeared. He has
a fine appelite, eats anything he
wants and the war memories are be-
hind him,

Cox was in service for four years,
1942-1945 inclusive, spending more than
iwo years overscas. He was in the
signal corps, saw action in Africa,
Bicily, Italy, France and Germany. He
followed General Patton through Sicily,
France and Germany.

Fortunately, he was not wounded.
“But I did have my helmet blown off
by a bomb explosion,” he said. *“We
were  stringing communications near
what had been an ammunition spot.
The ammunition had been moved but

Cure for Slump

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Billy Cox uses
a Carl Furillo model bat with a lot
of barrel—hitling =pace. “But when
I get in a slump I grab a broom stick
and start hilting tennis balls again,”

said Billy.
| -1

the enemy was not aware of it and
they laid a barrage on the position.
Snipers behind the lines were our big-
gest worry. My buddy caplured one
just as he was about to fire on me.”

The malaria, however, did more last-
ing damage to Cox than a bullet might
have caused. Yet if he had not been
ill, he might still have been with Pitts-
burgh instead of Brooklyn and fighting
for last place, instead of first,

Cox broke into Organized Ball in 1940
with the Harrisburg tInter-State) Sen-
glors, just a few skips down the Juni-
ala and Susguehanna rivers from his
Mewport (Pa.) home, Because of his
elight build, Billy did not attract at-
tention immediaiely. But when he be-
gan to swing a bat and scoup up
grounders with his large—"ham
steak'’'—hands he became a sensa-
tion. His first season, 1940, he bat.
ted 268, In 1941 he led the eir-
cuit in almost everything. He made
180 hits, including 42 doubles, 15 triples
end six homers, and batted .363 and
was sold to Pittsburgh for $20,000,

Brief Bow With Bucs

Billy got info ten games for
the Bucs at the close of the
geason and was called into serv-
ice the following spring.

In 1946 he was back with the
Bucs and he batted .290. The fol-
lowing season (with Greenberg
Gardens coming into existence) he
surprised with 15 homers, but his av-
erage fell to .274 as fhe malaria germ
began to ifake effect.

Pittshurgh decided he was a risk and
iraded him to the Dodgers with Preach-
er Roe and Gene Mauch for Fred
(Dixie) Walker, Vic Lombardi and Hal
Gregg.

The bug got in its damaging work

the following =eason and Cox played

only 88 games, hit .249 and then drop-
ped to 234 in 1949, Spider Jorgensen
supplanting him at third, In "50 he be-
gan to feel better and reached his peak
in 1951 when he hit .279, drove in 51
runs and hit nine homers. Yet this

By J. G. TAYLOR SPINK
o .
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Slow Bounding Grounders
Give Cox Hardest Chances

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Slow bounding
balls give Billy Cox his hardest
chances. “] hate to see one come
my way,” declared Billy. *Slow
grounders take such funny hops.
When a ball is hit on the nose you
put down your glove and you do
or you don't.” Del Ennis, Bobby
Thomson, Walker Cooper, Wally
Westlake, Sid Gordon and Ralph
Kiner hit the hardest drives to third
base, according to Cox. *“Some of
them almost carry me into Jleft field,
I feel like putting ballast in my
shoes,” he observed.

~ Richie Ashburn is the best bun-
ter and fastest man going to first
base in Cox’ opinion. “I play him .
on the grass and dare him to hit
one by -me, He's a fine hitter. Stan
Musial is also fast, but we don't
worry about him bunting. We-
figure if we can hold him to a safe
bunt we have scored a big victory,”
he said, -7

spring he was on the bench when
spring training games got under way
in Florida.

“Sitting on the bench is like being
stabbed with a knife,” said Cox.

“Ever since I have been old enough
to get around I have played ball. My
daddy was a semi-pro player around
home, so was my brother, and I guess
I naturally fell into it. We had a group
of kids in Newport who played morn-
ing, noon and even night. Many days
I went without lunch or dinner.

“We played baseball with broom-
sticks and a tennis ball. If we couldn't

1find a tennis ball we used corn cobs.

We played in fields that would make
a stone pile lock like the Polo Grounds.

“Did you ever try to hit a curving
tennis ball with a broomstick?" asked
Cox. "“Try it some day-—see what it
does 1o your wrists, It gives you

great co-ordination of eye and hands.”
L " &

Team Had One Bat

Billy says that it wasn't until
he went to high school that they
had a regular bat and baseball.
“We used one bat an entire year,”
he said. "It was nailed, taped,
glued and cemented until it seem-
ed to weigh a ton, but it held to-

gether. When the cover on the
baseball started to rip, we either sewed

it together or wound tape around it.

“Finally we graduated to a regular
diamond. Then we challenged other
neighborhood club and we beat h--1 out
of them. We had some good bovs on that
team. Two of them {ried Organized
Ball, one with Sunbury and the other
with Harrisburg, but they didn't like
it and got other johs.”

At high school Cox played third,
short and second base. He also played
basketball and in 1939 the Newport
Buffaloes—as the high school five was
called—won their divisional champion-
zhip and went to the State playoffs at
the Palestra in Philadelphia. *“We got
heked the first night,” said Billy.

Billy “says that he gave football a
fling—for one game. He played “safety
man” in a J. V., game against a neigh-~
boring town. “When they told me that
football might hurt my baseball chances,
I turned in my uniform that night.”

It was on his journeys back and

forth to high school that ..e unwittingly |-

developed the spring in his legs that
enable him to get the fine jump that
he. makes on all grounders.

He says there was a small creek on
the way to school, about {en feet wide.
Cox and his companicns used to practice
jumping it. “I guess 1 really hopped
into the big leagues on juraping over
that creek,” said Billy proudly.

“Now 1 have only one more ambition.
I want to be a .300 hitler and I wani
the Dodgers to win the pennant and
the world's championship this year,
Then 1 know I won't be a forgotten
man,” he added, with a grin,

Fatner of Three

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—When Billy Cox
played at Harrisbury, the fans gave
him a day—and presented him with
a car. It was in Harrisburg that he
also met the now Mrs. Cox. They
have three children, two girls and =
boy; Cynthia, 3'4; Shawn, 13% and
Billy, Jr., seven months, They are
building a home in Newport, Pa.
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Always an Adven tu}ﬂé Travel With Dodgers

Bus Crash. Park Blackgy,
Stari Bums’ Western

bale.

Olive,

Cal Abroms

officials to straighten out the mat-

ter, and as late as 8:20, Fred said?

it looked like no game cquld be
played.

Meanwhile the irrepressible Dodgers,
starved for exercise because they had
been rained out in the East for five
straight days, entertained themselves
and partially pacified the 20,384 fans,
who were growing angry, by Staging a
phantom infield drill,

There was just about enough light
from the press box to make them visible
to the spectators, who enjoyed the thing
hugely.

Coach Cookie Lavagetto, an old hand
at this sort of thing, handled the bat
to hit the non-existent ball to the in-
fielders, who made all soris.of brilliant
stops and throws, as well as comic
eITors.

Dick Williams, the rookie outfielder,
worked at first base and put on-a great
show of picking bad throws out of the
dirt, leaping high for others and chas-
ing still others back to the stands and
into them.

Lavagetto made the drill complete
in every way, including the final hit-
ting of high fouls to Rube Walker, who
did a fairly good comic job of stagger-
ing beneath the imaginary ball.

Union Induced to Call Off Pickets

While this was going on Saigh finally
had been called into a conference with
representatives of the Hotel and Restau-
rant Emploves and Bartenders Union.
At eight minutes after 9 o'clock, the
trouble had been dissolved, chiefly by
Myles Dyer, director of public safety
of the City of St. Louis.

Dyer told Saigh and Howard McVey,
president of the Bartenders Union, that
he would permit an announcement call-
ing off the game inasmuch as there
were no lights in the park.

In the interest of public safety, Mec-
Vey acceded to Dyer's request to call
off the pickets, the lights were turned
on at 9:14 and the game got started an
hour and five minutes late. Who won?
Preacher Roe and the Dodgers—the
eighth straight time the Preacher had
beaten the Redbirds.

The Dodgers had worked out in the
morning at 9:30 by arrangement between
Dressen and the Cardinal management.

“They were like young colts out
there,” chuckled Charley afterward.
“They hadn’t seen any sunshine for a
week and hadn't been able to do more
than throw a ball a little while in the
rain back home. Haven't seen a bunch
of guys so eager to get out and play
ball in a long time.”

When Train Hit Gas Truck

Dipping into the Dodgers’ past, a few
of the many comic and {iragic events
may be touched on lightly.

There was that night during the war
years, I think in 1945 when their
night train to Chicago hit a gasoline
truck at Manhattan, 111, about 6 o'clock
in the morning. Most of the players,
who occupied & parlor car in the rear
of the train—no sleepers were svailable
then—were asleep.

In_a split second's time the car was
moving through a wall of flame, which
shattered the cuter windows and crack-
ed the inner glass almost instantly, Only
the fact that the engineer, who died
at the throttle, did not apply the brakes
enough to halt the train in the fnidst
of the flames saved iie entire Dodger
group.

There was the Len Koenecke tragedy
:when Casey Stengel managed the Brooks
in 1935. Koenecke, sent away to a mi-
nor league club, chartered a private
plane, went bersérk and was killed in
the mir by one of the pilots, who crushed
his skull with a fire extinguisher in
order to save his own life and that of
his partner. Len was trying to crash
the plane, the pilot testified later.

Around 1930 Uncle Robby balled up
his lineup in St. Leuis on a day when
Frank York, Dodger president and
enemy of Robby, watched in the stands.
Robby had Ernie Lombardi and Al

Traveling with the Dodgers alwa
been high and - lcw comedy,

1t is doubtful, however, that anything in the
Louis on this first fvestern trip of the Brooks.
First their bus was wrecked en route from Uni
the evening preceding the first game when a car
resident, Charles Hamilton, -crashed into it at tih

No players appeared fo ‘have been
$ (Bud) Podbielan and George Shuba collected $25 each from the
7 had no visible injury, but said he was ‘“shaken up”.
slight cut or scratch or two—and 25 bucks is 25 bucks,
This should have been enough for one visit, but not for the Dodgers
the middle of everything and the following night they ran into a blackout i,
cause two electricians wouldn't cross a suddenly organized picket line.
Nobody else could turn on the lights, President Fred Saigh couldn't get in {ouch

By ROSCOE McGOWEN

’_20, 384 Fans Wait for Hour
as Picket Line Delays Arcs

_ . ys has been an advent
beginning with the hilarious regime of the late Uncle Wi]%lj:ﬁ Aﬂiﬂzlﬂi

tragedy and near fragedy—bizarre hop

Paﬂt tnppﬂd the fl]}!_-ning go

hurt, - although later Cal
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The fact that the St. Louis director
baseball fan prevented cancellation of 3
the Cardinals and Brooklyn here, April 29, and averted
physical danger to 20,384 spectators sitting in darkness-shroud-

ed Sportsman’s Park,

~ Establishment of a picket line by union barfenders, protes-
ing employment of non-organized concessions-stand employes,

caused ball park electricians
And when Owner

others throwing bottles and wvarious

Several minutes past game time, Myles P. Dver, the public ety
director who was on hand to watch the first Cardinal-Dudzer game of
the season, corralled Frank W. Jacobs, Sr., International vice-president
of the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and visited the Cardingls
office, where Saigh and his entire organization, besieged by St. Leuis end
New York reporters, still was trying to find Howard McVey, busines agent
of the bartenders’ union. McVey had been unavailable since his registered
letter to Saigh, informing the baseball executive of intenticns 1o picket,
had been received at 2:30 that afternoon,

One of Jacobs’ electricians passed along the word that MeVey and his
associales were out in Dodier street, which fronts the ball park. Dver,
Jacobs and Saigh dashed into the crowded street, trailed by newspajper-
men, and found McVey, who refused to talk with reporters present,
The group then headed for the sidercom of a tavern at the southeast

corner of Grand and Dodier and,

through a plate-glass window, conferred for more than 20 minutes, The
onlookers included Fred Fleig, assistant secretary-treasurer of the Naticnal
League, who expressed sympathy for the beleaguered Saich,

At 9:08, or 38 minutes past game-time. Saigh emerged with Dyer
and announced that, thanks to the intervention of the city official, Mec-
Vey had agreed to withdraw the picket line so that electricians covld
pass through “in the interests of public safety.”

The game began 65 minutes late and ended at 12:30 (Central Diy-
light Saving Time) with Brooklyn and Preacher Roe winning, 4 to 1, end
negotiations were begun the next day between union officers and the inde-
pendent coniractors who operate the concessions stands under contign-
A confract was signed on May 2

Saigh, whose ticket manager had been forced to give “only eloul &
dozen refunds’ during the delay, explained, with a sigh «f rdiel &
the lights went on, “the rest of our ball park employes are unicn mem-
bers and we certainly have no objections to the concessions people Jons

ment from the Cardinals.

$

ing, too.”

gmw&mmwuiuuﬂuﬂuu1.m
Lopez as his catchers. He put cne on< |

the lineup card and sent the other one
into the game, with "he usual resultant
confusion.

He did a similar thing in Boston on
a particularly hilarious Saturday after-
noon when Babe Herman quit the game
because Robby had bawled him out for
missing a fly ball., That was the day
that young Al Cohen made {wo hits,
the first one batting out of turn, the
second in the proper spot. Al had re-
placed the plodding Ike Boone, who
had batted for the pitcher and thought
he was replating the Babe in right
field. Then Cohen replaced Boone and
first batted in Herman's place,

“Do both them hits count?" was young
Cohen's only questiun to Robby.

The Dodgers were the team that was
at Pittsburgh the night the players were
balloting in the clubhouse on whether
to take the field at ali and play. That
was the first threatened basehkall play-
ers' sitrike. The next one had the
Dodgers in the iddle, tco. That was
in 1947, Jackie Robinson's first year as
the first Negro in the major leagues.

The Cardinals were alleged to.have
planned tc strike when the Dodgers
came to St. Louis, but the siory was
broken by Stan Woodward. then sports
editer of the New York Herald Trib-
une, whose information came in a
roundabout way from the late Dr.
Bob Hyland. The publicity killed the
strike, if one actually had been planned.

Larry MacPhail fired Leo Durocher
on the evening of ihe day the Dodgers
clinched their first pennant in 21 years
because The Lip ordered the train from
Bosten not to stop at the 12ith Street
staticn.

MacPhail, at the station with a horde

L Fred Saigh. of the Cardinals was unable to
locate oflicials of the picketing union, darkness f¢ll on an
angry crowd, which began milling around, some demuanding 1efunds engd

ST, LOUIS, Mo,

of public safetv is 4
night game betwees
possible

to refuse to takce their poste,

missiles,

with interested onluokers watching
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Rufer With Four Clubs
Within Period of lour
NEW YORK, N. ‘1'.-]11!111(?{1‘
Rudy Rufer found Limeclf with
four clubs, all in the space cf &n
hour, April 28 but enly his u*-.;_-qn-
tract was involved in the shuflie,
as he made enly ene <hift. Hif—['ﬁ}lﬂl
i

by the Giants from (5 Jand :
- hl? Wn :'-'i_uiq,']; tp 1né

cific Couast), 1 .
Reds and almost immediately op-
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