Return With

? Home Runs
dipper’s Blasts Beat Bosox

@ Three Games in Row in

"5:: Fenway Park
b By DAN DANIEL
BOSTON, Mass.
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A two-run homer to beat the
#Red Sox in his 1948 American

#.cague debut, 5 to 4, on the night
2of June 28.

Two home runs, one of them

f ith two runners ahead of him,

o humble the local contenders
i lw following afternoon, 9 to 7,
after they had takena 7to 1l lead
n four innings.
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,. Another homer, with fwo on, June

80, for the margin in the Yanks' 6 to

: 1-

A viclory and giving Joe nine runs bai-

:tfl in durmL the three games here,

.-I:I-I

That is how Joseph Paul DiMaggio

-.1“},.{- into the pennant doings after

oving missed the first 65 games,
8 As he sat in the clubhouse after the

ﬂ ccond game here. DiMaggio was asked
#Y. a Boston writer, “Could you have
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sme back sooner?”
Jov laughed, “"Young man, I am no

ake. Remember that. 1 came back

H

wo weeks ahead of my schedule, Now
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tiat [ am back, [ hope 1T don't have 1o
roiurn to the dugoui with a new f{lare-
i :1 in {hat right heel”
H “Just Go Up and Swing”

S You say vou had only eight work-
cdts, then you rip our boys to picces,”

T
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another  Boston

Boswell, “"How

g vou do i7"
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Himps perceptibiy,
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Joe replied, "Just go up and r;wmg
to hit the ball. There is,
o, no skill involved.'™

[)oes tlw heel still hurt?  Yes, a little
pow vl then, A lat =ometimes. Joe
But he believes he

35 back to stey. Perhaps he will have

X0 luke an oceasional day off, or leave
Achen the seare permits,
pgne T othink T am going to make it.”
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But, "1 {eecl

DiMaggio looked good enough in the
But not superlative, He had a
Biitie troubls with a double by Bobby
Juirr e thr second game, But, cvery-
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NEW YORK, N. Y.
The date was Thursday, June

% 23. In the cool of the evening,

Robert Abial (Red) Rolfe,

“f manager of the Detroit Tigers,

sat in his cubicle in the visit-

-"'E';? ors’ clubhouse and talked about

. kices for Tommy Byvme,
|

pitchers.
“As the June 15 deadline on
lrudinf;, approached, I had in

mind a proposition to the Yan-
' Rolfe re-

._ -..! -|‘+ |I 1‘.“;1

"I went over his record and was
not mmpressed. I knew he had ter-

¢ e stuff, But his control was not

go.4l. So | decided not to go ahead
with what I had in mind.”

At midnigint, when Red was leav-
g the piavk, he looked at me and

B luughed, “Who knows anything
# about that erratic. unpredictable
g et known as pitchers?”’ he ex-
% claimed. 1 guess I should have
h: e Qone ahead with that {rade notion.”
g Byrne had shut out the Bengals
: with one hit. « daﬂ'} single. Opening
E the eighth inning, Johnny Lipon
i had landed on the first pitch and
% shot it just inside the left field
‘2 line for one base.

i There was a touch of nemesis in
] Lipon's kill-jov hit:= On May 8
‘ﬁ i Detrnit, a precisely similar thing
; had hdppﬂngd

e Opening the seventh inning. with
7% Byme hurling a no-hitter, Lipon
i had landed on a shoulder-high fast

i ball and singled into left field.

N that occasion, however, two

fﬂ. tther hits followed. Tommy got a
12 to 0 shutout.

On June 22, the Bombers once
mnre collected 17 blows; again
ik

] ucks absorbed the defeat. Just
i “5 Ed Popat has made a spe-
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thing considered, he has hec'n doing a
great job.

"I don’t have that drive in the legs
which I need out there to mmake quick
starte)” Jue explained. *“I certainly
was glad that the first game wasn't
ticd up in the ninth and sent
overlime, because T would have been
foreed to quit.  The legs would not
have carried me inte the tenth,

“New shoes”  Yes. T ordered them
in New York on June 280 They wall
be lighter than my present shoes, Rub-
ber cushioned, witn spikes on the right
heel,

“But the way T am going. T will not
change shoces.  Ball players are super-
stitious.”

Casey  Stengel  watched  Joe  those
three davs with something more than
delight.
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As the monager exulled over the g
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The Bafﬂl o Case of Bom

\\ eiss Strong Ilrlwwr

NEW YORK, N. Y.—George
Weiss, penceral manager of the
Yanks, never has quit on Tom-
my  Byrne,
In  Byrne's  darkest  hours,
George has  insisted,  “Okay,
Tough today. But he can’t miss
making the grade. A guy with
hiz stufl and his gamencss just
won't be a failure.”

cialiy of beating Cleveland,
Bvrne fastened a
galg. from whom
out of seven.

This seazon. his score against De-

s0 has
hex on the Ben-
he has won six

troit is three and one.  In 1948,
Byrme landed three straight suc-
cesces against Detroit,

L L L

Bucky Took a Chance

June 27, 1948, found the
southpaw hidden away in the
bullpen. seldom called on be-
cause of his penchant for bases
on balls. Frank Shea had
failed Bucky Harris in Cleve-
land, Red Embree had failed in
Detroit. A series with the Red
Sox was in the offing, and Harris
was eager to save his front-line
mound experts for those three
games.

“] am going to start Byrne {o-
day,” said Bucky on the morning
of June 27. “I know it is a big
risk, but I have got to find out
about Bymne.” Harris continued.

Harris added. "I want Lapat and
Raschi for the Red Sox, = it has
got to be Byme today.”

The dramatist of the New York
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show Joe put on in .‘.ht‘ '-mnnﬂ game,
» Boston writer asked, "Where would
the Yankees be if Joe hul been able
to start the scoson with them,  amd
hadd plaved those 65 pames he missed?”

“T don't like to speculiate about such
things,” replicd Cheev, "1 am maore

interested in what Joo's return means |

frem now on”

“Don’t vou belleve the Yinkees would
be ten pames out m front of vou had
had Joe all the wiv”™" the writer per-
si=fod,

"Well, wha! inferedds me is this - -how
are the other contenders gotnge 1o take
Joo's  retwm?” vud  Stenpel.
vwon't Titke it too muach, will they?

“Babe Ruth alone could mateh Joe's
ar for droma, for putting on a show
and responding o an occnsion. And
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nat even Ruth would have put on the
kind of demonstration IdMagmo staped
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In- amI Outer

stafl pitched a two-hit shutout, win-
ning by 7 to 0, with Dizzy Trout
his victim, Byvrmne issued eight walks
that day. But he spun that left-
handed fast ball of his with speed
and legerdemain which amarzred the
press box, and astonished Harris,

“Byrne has made it, at last”™
shouted  the ecstatic Boswells in
the New York sports pages,

“Mavbe he has, and mavbe he
hazn't,” said the caulious, too-aften
disappointed Bucky., "Let's wait and
s what happens.”

On July 3. in a night encounier
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Still Limps
But Believes
He Can Stay
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{Only Ruth Could Mateh His

Flaiv for the Dramatie,

Declares Stengel

[P

were up there minus Joo, they are
poing to be so much tougher with
InMaggio i action,

Previously, there had been anothoe
important Yankee development

(O the night  of June 23 when
the lineup of the Yinkees was ane
nounced  for the opener of a0 serey

with Detroit, the Stadmam evier
cd “Tommy Hennwh, fivst boase ™
This shaft of the American Leasnne's
standout right ficlder to the positien
i which he had plaved the Ly i
pames of the TS season bl been
predicted by omany, bt 1 had oot e -
poected at Just ved
I fact, only the dav befine, oy
Stenpel el scod, 2T Twlieve we necd
shakeup very badly, Sare, we
wamaoes o front, Bor 1T thank
about to shp

“T may sened Bl Jobieon to fiy
base durme the serwes with Doty

siionnt -

arer T
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Four homers The answer is (s
the man s a pro”

The room quickly filled with Bowon |
writers,  IMoagano exploned that Jos
Piwo homers of the secomd game

R TR EAEN:

el te vt e

may  wse ham ot secomd
Casex Changes His Mind

“Henneh at fest baee™ D adon 1w ot
o make that chaveee Tomuany s The
preatest nipht felder i the gamee Mo,
not Henveh ot fiest, unless an oot o -
Lireney develope

Yoo, the et evenmmpe oy o |

1
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"Elhs Kinder and Bl Johinson, bad | two wimples aoed diove an fiove e e
been Int ofl curve balls anppient of  Tonony Pl e b

Ten feet away, Chrey s on oo neew | shutout over the Bonpa o 10 6 i
il.'n.'k, "Rizeuto s the preatest short- “What bappensd vver popbt™ O
stop b oever have seen Muacles every propeatell the quers anel Losho o i
li.'ljr, Tt SRS i:rhm}!'- o1 Tery for thie PHobed vy _1.'|=-,1|~|.|1L_1,~ thit T w10 0
All-Str Game ™ o ft Meneeh Well T oot hae toed sy

Joo laughed. "Cocey 't kidding  with @ huneh ™
That Rizevator s terifi Al u strone D bl Stengel that 1 had o e 0o d
Boost to Joe Pape fo0 hos great rebief ol abae e would mioke bas bBrigs fophes
patchingg tolay, amed on all other oe- Pwith Henreh e the andiedd 1 s v
coacinns” ['Ih-'it backh i Aaaeh anel aeon oo Aqe o,

InMaggio’s speetacular pennant de bt otk Towas convineed there oo ald be
served notice on the ret of the Amer- oa chatgte even when (b Inta b N
ican Leagoe that the Yankeeo were Land Jock Plullips were gavimg the oy
very much i the penant fight, They o 320 average belween the .
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];crs Tommy l]y rne.
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{ o8t Yanks 812,000

NEW YOREK. N. Y. Tommy
Byrne cost the Yankees only
$12.000.  Hailed ns the oulstand-
ing lefthander in the collepiate
ranks in his sophomare vear ot
Wiake Forest, Byine fought off
a host of hadders for his seryvices,
with the Yanks being the miost
persistent and  the  winner  n
the bidding.

. [ T SRS .

with Washington, Byrne eontinuedd
his dazzling pitching.  But he losl,
The Yankees got only threo tots ane
one ruen for him oft Walter Macters
son an the Stadium, and tie Sen-
altars nosed him out, 2 o 1. in 12

Y= = SRR S S

innings. Thomas allowed just five
blows,

The next time out, Byrne  lost
again, 4 to 3, to the Athleties, even
though they got only four hits,
Walks, walks, walks,

Washington  later drove him o
cover antd then came a breathor for
Byrne. The Yankees, who lhave
a mystic love for the number 12

whenever the southpaw pitchies for
them, rang up a 12 to 4 victary over
the Tigers.

When Tormmy registered hia third
victory of the season aganst De-
troat, at wasg 13 o 5,

And g0 it went, up and down,
bases on balls and strikecuts, as
Byme rang up an eight-five record
fur the season.

J——

the ta.k of llui'mL Aowinner of
By roee -
Tonuuy has o Gremendous lot of G
stulfl He s vwevedingly fust He
carve ball s deadly  Barn, oh, e o 00
vy e balls, ri

I V8, Pdvene wonbied i 51 gorne
foor o total of 124 soinps He
e 100 e fanned 39

I 1985, wath Koaneces oty
ek out 135 aned o walked 4
149 1o

The Hyrnee
trabmalationn of
apters Pitehiers
thiear podets
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Fear Kickback on Trades

“Ioam going to trade that wn
and so the first time anybody
offers me o lame bird doyg for
him,” savsg the harmed manaper
after he has sweated through
one of those base on hally car.
mivals, and seen hig problem
child lose, even though he had
allowed just four hits

But wlen a propasitinn

fur the Man of Bornen,

rar
Fd s
B

in fieacle .
vt bither .

tn amused pilot woll osay, 1 donc *
v travde thus b, He  could |
make me look Like a rker 1! E
he can curb his waldnoess, he wall r
be a 320000 hurler. T will have

ter g along with him o a little boarigres
Turnmy i3 a student an the mound, 1
He  wotehes what he throws  and :!

hosw his httterz react to his stafl
And he leamnms

"I behieve Toummy has arrived, That is the tabliad story of Temmy }'
and I ook forward to hji.’,.lu!t'l‘ arhiorve- thip I!vf!};l‘"}{i{-r‘ the Ja¥ of the 'l..r&“'. f
merdz by him oan 1897 saad Har- kees one day, the l'.i*‘h:h"tll' of his }
rs. pilat the next tine out, and abaavs EE

But Bucky did nen Wlay., aned a grantt guy o know and o, ]._-,‘I-.-,_-'. _i
was Casey Stengel who ek over arouncd
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DiMaggLo ... Everybody’s

The Human Side of a Great Hitting Ma

TTHEY
TRACTICALLY
'Hh? 10 SEW
“TRe MAN

CEERRRE
A=
~ S ERIES BAmE .“'

LAST YEARS
D\ MAGGIO
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WATH MORE TRINGS
WRONG WTH
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uiet Star a Big Favorite

of Fans, Writers, Players

Press Box Portrait of Yankee Clipper Sketched
by Daniel, Chronicler of Career Since Rookie Days

LS

By DAN DANIEL

Among

NEW YORK, N. Y.

{the many ceremonies listed for opening day in Yankee

Stadium was the presentation of the 1947 Most Valuable Player
award of the American League, the Landis Memorial plaque, to
Joseph Paul DiMaggio, center fielder of the Bombers.

For Giuseppe, this was in the nature

of old stuff, and yet, more

thrilling an experience than ever. Hu had achieved the most valuable
citation for 1939, but that was when he was only 25, in his fourth

season with New York.

In 1941, DiMaggio won the accolade a second time. Now he
had it again, at the age of 34, after three years of Army service had

hit him at the peak of his remark-
able career. To gain the grand
acknowledgment at this time was
summa cum laude, with palms and
laurels.

Not a very great deal actually has
been written about this brightest
member of the DiMaggio constellation.
In fact, not a great deal really has
been written about any of our baseball
heroes with the exception of George
Herman Ruth.

The tendency in baseball wriling is
toward recognition of the evidences in
arithmetic. There is powerful worship
of the almighty batting average, the
spectacular home run total, the runs
driven in figure, the won and lost and
earned run figures in the pitching his-
tories.

About the men behind the arithmetic-
al evidences, comparatively little has
been done.

It seems to me that this is a weak-
ness — understandable and inevitable
though it may be, but a weakness just
the same—of our system of baseball
writing.

There is a trend toward the creation
of pictures of automata. The baseball
star is made out to be a puppet. But
he has his sensations and his feel-
ings, he has his ills and his hopes and
fears, he has his stomach aches and

L)
»
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Joe’s Arm Sound

WASHINGTON, D. C. — Joe
DiMaggio gave fair warning to
American League base-runners
that his arm is again sound in
the opening game of the season
here, April 19, when he made
his most sensational throw of the
spring against the Senators. From
an off-balance position in the
first inning, DiMaggio, who un-
derwent an operation on his
arm last winter, almost nipped
Al Kozar at the plate after grab-
bing Mickey Vernon's fly. Even
the Yankees were dazzled.
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his nights of walking the baby, he
has his scraps with the Missus or his
courting misunderstandings with the
Miss,

A diamond hero fans thrice in a
row, and your man in the stands says,
“Chumley locks like a bum today.”
What he doesn't know is that Chum-
ley's father died at three in the morn-
ing.

This is an effort to give you a pic-
ture of the Joe DiMaggio we of the
New -York press box know, The Joe
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DiMag, With $65,000 Pact,
‘Going All-Out This Season’

NEW YORK, N, Y.—Very im-
portant in the brighter psychology,
‘keener dMtermination and gener-
ally pleasant outlook of Joe Di-
Maggio is his new contract, for
$65,000. ’

Said Joe when the Yankees
opened their drive in Washingion
on April 19, “I am going all-out
this season.”

He got two hits in the opening
victory, 12 to 4. He made a throw
reminiscent of his early days with
the Yankees, and he made a first to
third dash on a medium single,
which showed there was nothing
wrong ‘with his speed.

u

DiMaggio I have been close to since
1936, in the clubhouse, on the field be-
fore games, in the railroad car,

My introduction to Joe, my first ex-
periences with him, make an interest-
ing and significant story.

Joe's closest friend among the base-
ball writers in San Francisco was Tom
Laird, now a real estate tycoon in
Sacramento.

® % 2

“Just See My Friend Dan”

Laird said to Joe, “You are
going to St. Petersburg, Fla., to
join the Yankees. Don't make
any mistakes., Don’t do what My-
ril Hoag did, for example.

“Myril walked into the Yankee
camp and found Dan Daniel wait-
ing for him. Dan said, ‘Suppose
we sit down over here and talk things
over.

“Hoag replied. ‘I want to go out
and play golf. How about six o'clock?
To which Dan replied, ‘By six o'clock,
Mr. Hoag, my interest in you will have
vanished.! Hoag did not play golf.

“Now, you go to Dan and whatever
he suggests, you do. He is a close
friend of mine, and you will find that
he will be a good friend of yours.)”

Joe called on me as soon as he ar-
rived in St. Petersburg and my first
word of advice was: “Don't be sus-
picious of the writers. Don't be too
talkative, but don't crawl into a shell
and stay there. As I size you up, you
have a level noggin and a sense of
humor. Those are the two main es-
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With DiMag, 5 Viclories in Openers;
Without The Clipper, 5 Yank Defeats

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Probably the most distinctive handle that could be applied to Joe
DiMaggio on opening day would be Mr., Good Luck Charm.

This is the Clipper's tenth campaign in Yankee flannels, excluding
his three years in the Army. On five occasions, Joc has missed the
opener—and each time the club has lost. The five other curtain-raisers,
with DiMag in the lineup, have resulted in New York victories. lronieally,
each win was by a shutout until this ycar's opener—a 12 to 4 rout of
the Senators.

The DiMaggio Good Luck Charm first made itself felt in 1939, Joe's
fourth season with the club. The three previous campaigns Giuseppe
witnessed the inaugural from the sidelines. In 1936, his freshman year,
an ankle injury and subsequent diathermy bum benched him and the
Yanks lost the opener to Washington and Bobo Newsom, 1 to 0. The
next year, 1937, Joe was convalescing from a tonsillectomy and missed
the inaugural, which saw the Bombers again succumb to the Nats, 3 to
2. A holdout campaign kept DiMag out of the first 12 games of the 1938
season, and once more, in his absence, the club blew the inaugural, losing
to Boston, 8 to 4. -

But The Charm changed it &ll in 1939. With the Joller on hand and
contributing one bingle in two trips, the Yankees blanked the Red Sox,
2 to 0, behind Red Ruffing's seven-hit tossing.

Another mishap tripped DiMag in 1940, An injury {o his right knee
late in the exhibition season kept him under wraps when the pennant race
opened. As on previous occasions, it meant a Yankee loss, with Rufling
being edged in ten frames by the A's, 2 to 1.

The Bomber star was on hand for the 1941 opener and, chipping in
with two hits in four appearances, helped the club to a 3 to 0 triumph
over the Senators. Maurius Russo authored the calcimining with a three-
hitter.

In 1942, the story was the same, The Jolter, carrying a $42,500 contract
in his pocket, cavorted in center field in the inaugural as Rufling threw
a three-hitter to blank the Nats, 7 to 0.

The 1943-44-45 campaigns found Joe in the Army. But with him back
for the 1946 curtain-raiser, the Yankees once more annexed an opening-
day shutout. While Spud Chandler held the A's to five safeties, the
Clipper made one in four chances to aid in a 5 to 0 victory.

Last spring a skin graft on his left heel, following an earlier operation
to remove a bone spur, put Joe on the hospital list when the campaign
got under way., Again the Yankees ran true to type and Philadelphia’s
Phil Marchildon collared them, 6 to 1,

This year the magic influence of The Charm again exercised itsell.
Batting in the clcan-up spot for the Yankees in the inaugural at Wash-
ington, April 19, was Joe DiMaggio. Although his contribution of a
double and single m four trips played only a minor role, the Bombers
rolled to an casy victory., Unlike the earlier inaugurals in which DiMag
participaled, the opposition did score. However, with seven Yankce
runs across in the first inning, topped by his own home run, Allie
Reynolds probably cared little that the Nats parncred four runs in the
12 to 4 rout,
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sentials in relations with the press.#this dough from the other paper, What

Just be yourself.”

It toock about three days to note that
in DiMaggio the Yankees had one of
the greatest players in their history.

The sports editor of the New York
World-Telegram—Joe Williams, at that
time—telegraphed, “Get DiMaggio to
do his life story.”

I put the matter to Giuseppe and he
said he would be delighted to collab-
orate with me. We sat around for a
few hours and he told me how he had
got into baseball, how he had yearned
for a place in the Yankee outfield.

No sooner had the World-Telegram
advertised the DiMaggio yarn than
our opposition got after Joe. One or-
ganization offered him $3,000 to do the
story exclusively for it '

DiMaggio said to me, “I can get

do you want me to do?”

I replied, “Joe, the series is in type,
I can offer you no compensalion. But
we have advertised the Life Story of
Joa DiMaggio,

“Now, you have signed no relcase.
If you choose to sell the story to our
opposition, we have no hold on you.
It's up to you, Sign the release 1o
the World-Telegram, or sign up with
the other paper.”

DiMaggio’s contract with the Yans
kees called for 37,500 for the season,
and $3,000 was a lot of dough to Joe.

He said, “Make out the release
and I will sign it. You got there first,
and you are entitled to the story.”

That gives you a - prelty fair pic-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4, COL. ﬂ




