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“Angels Try TLK

B’f JGHN ETEEGE

PALM EFRIHEE Calif ~His arm is kept warm with &

coating of snmeihmg called capsolin. & heating compound
strong enough to ov ‘erpower Ben Gay:

It is exercised 13 minutes a day, then :s retired to thE
warmth of the capsolin and its resting place alongside its
owner, not to be used for dh*ﬂhmﬁ- not 50 much as lobbing
a baseball. 1

it is pampered and pwtected like né other arm m the

' t:.nllt'nrmu Angels” spring training camp. and for good rea-

son. its is not. like any-other arm in camp.
. It belongs to c‘ﬁtcher Brian Powning. and the Angels
lf&dl it as if their season hinges on it. Maybe it does:
“1f his arm 1s sound and he can catch 130 or 40 games, we

. could win our division,’ b'l.‘mn.:mf;.uz-r Jim Fregosi said.

Sound of not, Downing's arm will fever threaten Willic
Wilson, or Wiilie Rundolph, for tha matter. No matter.

It is Downming's bat.that 1s 2 threat, but enly if he can use

it 4t 1s of no use from the bench, where Dowming will be
shnuld his arm prevent him from caiching.

“I can go nut and thréw a pt-rl.’ec*t strike from left Tield
withiout pam.” Downingismd. "'l ¢can play other positions.
But we made all those great trades, and | have to catch.™

His problem is executivn. For lack of a teacher, he was
never a student of caiching. and-is a viclim of bad habits,

They are painfully bad habits: for how else can you ex-
« plain Downirg's ability 1o bench press more than 300
pounds seemingly withott effort, while his arm hurt every
time he attempted to throw out a runner in 19802

“*When base stealing became more and more prev alent,’

' Downing said, “'with Maury Wills going around to every '

_camp. teaching et*e:wbn-du how to steal, i tended to get a bit

“~more active behind the p!aie 1 sacrificed evervthing, in-

;!uﬂmg my shoulder, to: gﬂ the ball dcmn to second in a
urry. -

. "I've praclit*éd alt theaa bad habnts w:thuut ever know-
mg ah-aul them since 1915
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" WEST PALM BEAEH Fla. —E‘-Iaudell Waﬂhingmn
seemed to be expecting the questions. The answers came
easily, almost naturally.! T

After a winter of controversy mrer hu. five-vear, $1.5 mil-
lion contract, Washington reparted to the Atlanta Braves’
spring camp prepared ta defend hi% mlan and his playing
ability. He did an eloguent job.

One by one, he'answered the mq.wtab!e questions:

e Can you-possibly live up to your contract?

:*'Look. If I thought 1 couldn’t, 1 would have signed with
Tnmntu or somebody and gotten out ol he country. But [
" know [ can play this game. The controversy over my <on-
tract is because.l've been a platoon plaver the past few
Veuars, naLhLvéuuae of my talent. The falent 15 there, I w m
parn my salary.”

* Do vou resent the l::-th.er owners using vour contract as
an ummple of the excesses of the frec.apency system?

“Of course. Every time the owners mention the strike
threat. my contract is bmur.hl up. Thev're using me as sort
of the Svmbul There am 4 lot of other contracts they could

pick un.’
e Considering the puﬁhuh gwi-,-n your contract, won ‘t

there be lrf'mt*ndnu:-i prff-ﬂeture on you in Atlanta?

By PATRICK REUSSE |

{JE—LA‘HD{J tia.~1f rml-ue Mark Funderbu*k sticks with

the Minnesota Twins, Ron Jackson wont. There are some
variables that make thﬁiv.s.ﬁ thancer:um bu: it's not a bad
premuse on which matart 3

Funderburk, 24, is E-ﬂl 275 pounds, and is receiving close

‘scrutiny in the Twins’ mmp After his 26-home run. 150-

* strikegut season at {Jrlanﬁn {Southern) in 1980, it was as

sumed Funderburk uuuid need at Ieust one more vear in

the minors. -

But then Funderhurk went 10 Ih‘.le::n:-:- this winter and
pluyed Tor Tony Oliva, the Twins® minor league. hitting
instructor who came back raving about Funderburk's im-

- provément. The Twing' front office started mentioning
Mark as the possible solution to the long-standing heed for.

~a righthanded power hijter. -

1f Funderburk makes it, it will be. as the r.:ghthanded
demgnated hitter. A
-the probable successor to Jose Morales as the r*ghl:handed
“DH, will be available to play first base.

‘And that means JacKson, who won a $200.000 salary in
nrbntratmn “ﬂﬂ]d be :un:ndered Etxpend:fble .
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10 play- me.’
* Were wu surpnsed bv the Iacﬁ nf hm:rpl.: surrounding

And that"means Jesus Vega, considered’

Brt:m Dn:-wning ‘om En:l habits. .

When he Hm:ws properly, he ;hrnws pamless!y and ﬂns

is his goal for 1981. O1d habifs are hard to break; new habits

are necessary to break them, Thtsus Duwnmg s objective
for spring training. -

During the winter, he read ks pn the art of catching,
and practiced proper technigue‘in‘his batting:cage-in the.

back vard of his Anaheim home;. i

Hisspring training thrnwmg c&nnsts ut' 15 mmutes a dav

"1 kntm a Iut uf eyves . will be on me. sure. I know it's
important to get off to a good startand get the fans in my

corner. But i think I'll get a good response from the fansin.-
‘Atlanta. T'll just play Claudeil ?Jashmgtun baseball, and

everything will be okay.” :
* What about charges that »m ye: *dugged" it at ﬁmes‘-f
“You had to get that from mmehnd} in Chicago. That's

the only place 1've ever had trnubie Everything | did "~
there, they said was wrong. | had a-bad ankle when 1 was.

traded there from Texas, and I couldn’t run. The writers
started saying I wasn't hustlmg ami they kept say ing it the
whole time ['was there.

“After a while, I got dwmseci 'didn’'t want to g0 to the
park. Youcan unt} motivate yourself so long until you-ask,
‘Is it worth it?* 1didn't know if this game still had a place
for me. 1 thought it was trying toweed me out. But | never

* had any problems anywhere excep Chicago.”. . = -

» After being a platoon player for four years; do vou have
any doubts about vour ability o jﬂ!(}’ every day? -

‘] became a free agent because|l wanted to play every .
_day. I figured 1 had to go out'arid. emand a Tot of bucks. ]

figured if snmebﬁdv gave me a !vat of bucks, they'd be.sure

your: arrival m camp?

' Papa Jack’s Twins Future Rests on

The luck nI respect has caused.dlstress in Juckson. who

hasn't futfilled expectations in tiwe years in-Mirmesota. In

1950, Papa Jick had five homers and 40 RBls,

When he was awarded the ’LHGI} 0P (instead. of the

$130.000. figure submitted by lhE‘ET inis), there was guffaw-
ing among the media. One tEleqaster made note of Jack-
son’s home run output in 1950 dnd’ said. < Just think how
much money Papa Jnrh c-:-uld ihp. makmg uf he hﬂ £av,
Igh‘t or nin€ home runs.’
1 heard that.’
see¢ you make money. Movie isfars have been making

. money, but nothing is said. The players get upuhere they
~ cun start'making money and p ple get on you.* .-
Jackson, eligible for freé agéncy after this season (or’
- sooner, if the Twins release hifn),
fore the 1979 season. It was a tgade engineered by former

went to Minnesota be-

Manager Gene Mauch, who saw Jackson as a hitter with
power poteritial. Mauch also wapled to get rid of Dan Ford:

Jackson ‘has not displaved miuch of that power,.and his
{ions has become almost
" legendary among Minnesota fans. ‘During his early 1980

inability to déliver in RB{ snttﬁ

slump-there were suggestions Jackson's nickname-Pa pa’

' Jack-shuuldhe instead, “Fa-;-a Upr"

.’

V. o

* Jackson sau:l ?Feuple shnuld be happv to -

lownlng s Arm

with l:nu-a. mng fieidmg a pitch thrnu.n toa d:fferent spn:-t
anr.l throwing from home to second.

“What I'm doing now is a matter of repetition,”” Downing
said. “When I came back from my injury last vear T was
throwing pretty well (in practice). But it’s not the same as
-getting into a garne. Willie Randolph took off and 1immed:-
ately went back to my old way of life.

“[t's tough to break six vears of bad habits, But 1 hgure
that if'1 learned how to hit. 1 can learn how to throw '’

He may learn the proper way 1o throw, hut he’ will never
do 1t as well as he hits,

In 1979. Downing was the American Lrsague 5 top right-
handed hitter, with a .326 average. He plaved in 148 games,
had 166 hirts ‘and 75 runs batted in ang was instrumental in
the Angels winning their first ‘American League West title.

- Lastvear was a lost yvear for Downing. Hisleft ankie was

_fr‘-.ictured in his }11th game and he was disabled from April

20 to September §. He batted 290 with 25 RBIs in 20 games
His ankle 1s healed, he sawd. His bat is 3s healthy as ever.
Hib armm. then, remains-his only liability.
“I'm not looking to totally alleViate the pain.’ ' he suid. *
can hve with some pain. The only thing is I want o pim

- defense as well as I'm capable of playing. Guyvs who can

steal are. gmng 1o sieal. What'I'm t.nmg 1o du is stop the
average guy. :

Angels Angiﬁ Pitcher Jim Barr faces d:ampiman ac-
tion over an appearance he made in a January 31 benefit

_'game in Riverside, Calif., without receiving permission
. from the Angels. Barr, who was in the process of overcom-

ing a tendinitis problem in his right shoulder; played first
base and made just-two easy throws. Nevertheless, Buzzie
Bavasi, executive wceip-resment of the Angels, was miffed

"and said he would take some action. Conceivably, he could

seek a breach-of-contract action. ""Section 3-A of the stan-
dard plaver's contract has 2'stipulation that says you can't
—play—that's play. not ¢an "t Fi.tl’.‘h—iﬂ an off-season game
without the club’s permission,” Bavasi said. -

Claudell Assures Braves

“A lut. I expected reporters to be all over me and cam-
. eras E"-'Eqrwhere. But I'm glad it hasn't been that way. I'm
- a person who fikés 1o do his work. I don't like to talk that
_imuch. Some people” might think I'm egocéntric, but I'd .
_ describe myself as an introvert, a quiet person who likes to
do his job and then spend time with his family."”

. * Will you be bothered by the controversy and turrnail.
that always eéngulfs the Braves?

“You forget I played for some of the ml:leﬁt organiza-
‘tions: ‘Oakfand when Charley Finley owned the team,
Texas when Brad Corbett was the owner, the White Sox.
All the stuff that happens here is nmhmg new to me. Ir'sall
repetitious.”

Manager Bobby Cox predicts ‘that ‘-‘uashmgmn will hit 20
- home runs, steal 40 bases and exceed his career average of
.280. Told of those expectations, Washmgtun smﬂed and

. said, "*Oh, ves. [ can at least do that,™

mgwam Wisps: First baseman Chris Chambliss is hav-’
ing second thnughts gn a new five-year contract and haa
not signed. “We're'still talking: we could still work it out.’
said Chambliss, who is eligible for free agency. after this
seasgn. . - . A deal with Cincinnati for Dave Collins fell
-through, but the Braves continued to attemp: ‘to trade out-
fielder Gary Matthews.

Fd'h'derbur'k’sf Bct

- But Jacksnﬁ thinks he. has at-least oné ally in rnan:.lg{'
- ment. Manager Johnny Goryl. who has said that Jackson is

' I'ns first baseman.

“Goryl told me not'to histen 1o all that 5luff Jacksdn

' smd “He knows what 1 can do. If I'm healthy I} hit, T'H |
~ play good defense. 1

1'll plav good all-round. bail. And the
plavers look up to me as being one of the Ieaﬂers especmh

1y the black guys.’

Indeed, one of the players who gave Funderhurk much
encouragement last -:prmg—"uiark s first in a big league

. camp-was-Jackson.

. There was the mtrasquad gameé in "-'-hll.'ﬂ'l Funderhurk
struck out four times against a pitching machine. “That
machine had .good stuff,”” Funderburk said. now.smiiling:
“"about the embarrassment..’

- Doubletakes: Pitcher Al Williams finally arrived fram '
Venezuela after solving his “'visa problems" and then
signed his contract. . Qutfielder Ken Landreaux still
hasn't signed, ﬂlthuugh agem Tom Reich had agreed to a
contract weeks earlier. Landreaux has no Bargaining lev-
erage=he can't become a free agent for three more sea-
sonis and he missed the arbitration period.
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