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carpets.
LaRussa believes that playing on .
the grass in the Oakiand Coli

Parker productive.
Asked if the short fences in-some
AL parlrs rmgm play tu Parker's

power, LaRussa said, “I think it's a
definite factor. But, for me, I think
it’s more important that there is
not that much turf. | want to keep

him feeling good.”

_Parker, uneuhheh&rﬂe:tqu"“‘

g .
and other A.L. parks will keep, | ers inthe A% cafhp, is feeling gosd |

—about his health and about the

| A's chances to be contenders.

“1 want tu do whatever the ball

-

club needs,” Parker said. “If they
want me in left field, fine. If they
want me to DH, fine.”

But what Parker wants to do
most for the A's’is what he did so
well in the National League: |

“.I;mg_%lwa'ﬂ‘d do

“what they"got me for > He said.
“That’s producing from the ieft
ﬁde of the plate.”

“Néw Atmosphere of N.L. Won’t Alter
Gibson’s Tigerish Approach to Game

o

By GORDON VEHH‘:"E.L

Lﬂs ANGELES—The way Kirk
Gibson sees it, helping the Los An-
peles Dodgers return to baseball’s
elite represents a new challenge
aftef eight seasons with the Detroit
Tigers. But the jump from the
m&i League to the. National,
well: . .-

“1 don’, look. at it as a National
League-American League deal,”
said Gibson. *You still have to hit
the ball, and casch it, and cross the
ptate to m & run. But it's defi-

‘nitely a new atrmosphere. I'm going
to have to do my,homework."”
Given a second shot at free
agency in January when arbitrator
Thomas Roberts gave him the op-
tion to leave the Tigers as part of
the penalties impnsed on the
owners for restricting the move-
ment of free agents
season, Gibson negotiated a three-

year, $4.5 million contract that jo- ]

cluded a $1 millior: signing bonus.:
His salary for 1988 is §1.5 million,

an outlay he feels his play will war-
T&nt.
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stormed off the field and refused to'

- new manager, Tom Lasorda, has a |

“People will say I don't know the
pitchers,” Gibson said, “but they
don’t know me, either. If 1 was
afraid of it, 1 wouldn't have

“IE-have ability. I can't worry
about the negatives. I'm sure I'l]
prove-human, but in the long run I

48851 think Il be a positive influence on

this-club.”™

~... The Dodgers,.of course, think so,
too, which is why they offered

Pedro Guerrero for Gibson at the
winter meetings and then opened
the vault when he became avail-
able to all.

_Please don’t think Los Angeles is
a one-man team, however. “By no
means am I the savior of the
Dodgers,” Gibson said. “I just play
my game.”

Although that produced 108
homers over the last four seasons,
most of the fans who responded to
a Febrmary survey in the Detroit
Free Press were not unhappy to
see the slugger move west. Many,
in fact, penned bitter goGdbyes.

“I'm not boring,” Gibson said.
“Good or bad, (fans) will like
to watch me.

“People say 1 look like a -
crazy man. That's part of
miy game. [ want the X
other.guy to think I'm
nuts. When [ get into compe-
tition, I want to win. I'm a very
mtense person when I'm on that
field; ~

Gibson's new teammates learn-
ed that rather vividly March 3, the
day of the Dodgers’ exhibition
opener in Vero Beach, Fla. Only
minutes before the start of the |
game, Gibson, who had laughed off | .
a practical joke that morning,

play because of an embarrassing
black stripe across his forehead, a
product of the shoe polish that re-
liever Jesse Orosco had put inside
his cap as a prank.

“] like to have a good time,” Gib-
son said the next day, “but a good
time to me is winning. I'm not here
for comedy. I didn't think it was too
funny. I'm fully aware this is the
last thing they need around this
clubhouse, but 1 have to stand up
for what [ believe. If (teammates)
don't understand that, maybe I
don* fitin."

Gibson aiready knows that his |

lot in common with his skipper at
Detroit, Sparky Anderson.
“] know they both like to talk a
lot,” said Gibson. “They're both |
good for the game. :
“Sparky—I love the “guy. He's
had so much influence on me. He
taught me the game. I'll miss him;
I'l miss Detroit. Il be i
for the Tigers. But I'm
certainly schooled

for Tommy.”
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is never horlng.
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