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BASEBALL

Greenwell Enjoymg Life at the Top

BOSTON—Mike Greenwell was
in the middie of a hot streak. and
he was enjoying every minute of
i.

The Boston Red Sox left fielder
went on a tear at the plate in late
June, hiting in a personal-high 19
straight pames, pounding eight
homers, with six coming in seven
games, and knocking in 31 runs
He had 22 runs batted in during a
nine-game stretch June 1927,

Greenwell's surge pushed him
past the Yankees' Dave Winfield
for the league lead with 61 runs
batted in through June 29 and
earned him Player of the Week
honors. It also put him among the
top seven in eight of the league's
offensive categories, including
batting, with his .346 average.

“1 look at guys like Dave Win-
field, and [ don't think I'm in that
category,” Greenwell said. “But |
look -al my numbers, and I'm
right there. It hasn't sunk in yet,
but I guess there are other guys
looking at my numbers like I look
al Winfield's and others’.

"] dont look back at what ['ve
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Mike Greenwell

done. | just want to keep doing
better and better,” he said. "I
don't look at yesterday. As soon
as you get to the ballpark you
have to start thinking about
today. If you do that for 162
games, at the end you'll look back

and see you have pretly good
numbers.”

Greenwell, who hit .328 with 19
homers and 89 RBIs in 412 at-bats
as a rookie last year, does not be-
lieve he will ever chalienge for a
batting championship. But that
doesn't stop him from trying.

“I think I'm too much of a free
swinger {o win a batting title. I'm
going to hit a lot of balls in the air
that are going to be caught,” he
said. “But as soon as I got to 300 1
wanted to get'to .310. When I got
to .330 I wanted .340, and when |
got to 340 [ wanted .350.

“I want to keep going and keep
getting better. I know there's a
limit, and 1 want to reach that
limit. I want to Keep working and
keep my name up there, and |
jhaiml want to enjoy playing base-

“I know things can't keep going
at this pace, and I know I'm going
to have days where I cant buy a
hit. But this is fun, and I'm enjoy-
ing every minute of it while it's
here.”

JOE GIULIOTTI
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Winﬂeld' All Hail MVP

NEW YDRK—The subject was
New York Yankees right fielder
Dave Winfield. The speaker was
Detroit Tigers Manager Sparky
Anderson.

“You show me another player
who's more gqualified for the Hall
of Fame than Winfield,” said An-
derson, whose Tigers were pitted

ina e series June 27-29.
“Year after year, the man goes
out there, drives in his 100 runs,

phase of the game, and beats you
in every way a player can.
“Even when the man puts
down his bat, he's a weapon out
there because of what he does
with his glove, his speed and his
arm in the outfield,” said the
dean of American League man-
ers. “What makes it more.im-
pressive is that he does it in New
York, where there is more

‘pressure on a ballplayer than

anyplace else.”

Yankees Hanager Lou Piuiella.
didn’t argue with And 's as-
sessment of Winfield. After all, it
was Piniella, then general man-
ager, who had steadfastly refused
to trade Winfield earlier this sea-
son, despite the rift between the
right fielder and Yankees Owner
George Steinbrenner.

“Right now,’” said Piniella,

*“Dave's the MVP. There’s no one

even close. What's he hitting?”
A league-leading .355 through

\, June 28, he was informed.

“Yeah, and then you throw in

his RBIs (60 through June 28)."

Piniella was asked if he
thought Winfield was trying to
prove something this season.

“Yeah, [ think so,” Piniella
said. “He told me that in spring
training. He said he'd worked
especially hard and that.he
planned to have a big year.

“One reason (for his hitting

against Winfield and the Yankees G833\
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success) is that he's using the
whole field this year,” Piniella
ﬁi “He hasn't done that since

But Winfield said spreading out
his hits has come more by acci-
dent than design.

“You don't think about going to
right field,” Winfield said. “What
happened was I got off to a good
start, and things just kind of hap-
pened where I'm using the whole
field.

“If somebody said to me, “You
can hit home runs to right field,
I'd say, 'Forget it." "

And what of Anderson's re-
marks? Does Winfield say forget
them, too?

“Nah,” he said. “I appreciate it,
especially coming from a guy
who knows baseball

“Of course, I can't help but no-
tice he's saying all those things
while he'’s beating us. I know
where Sparky's coming from.”

BILL MADDEN

Gantner No

MILWAUKEE—At age 34, Jim
Gantner ranks as one of the sen-
ior citizens of the Milwaukee
Brewers.

Only Odell Jones, 35, is older.
Only Robin Yount has been wear-
ing & Brewers uniform longer.

But Gantner, in his 13th year in
the major leagues, isn't ready for
the old folks home yet.

““This is the best I've seen
Gantner play,” said" Manager
Tom Trebelhorn.

Offensively, Gantner was hav-
ing a solid year, keeping his aver-
age around .275 through the first
three months of the season. And
defensively, he made enough div-
ing stops in a week to star in his
own highlight film.

Not bad for a guy who was a
big question mark going into
spring training. Gantner played
in only two games the second half
of last season because of a torn
hamstring and continued having
problems with his leg during the
off-season. But he didn’t seem
bothered when this season rolied
around.

“I-don’t think I'm playing any
different,” Gantner said. “My ap-
proach to the game is always the

| same. Play hard and what hap-

Old - Timer

pens happens.
“I go out and play hard and

have a bad game, | can still go
home and look in the mirror,” he
said. “As long as you play hard,
there’s nothing you can de (about
a bad game).”

Gantner, who played 81 games
and had a .272 average last sea-
son, said he hoped to be able to
push himself more this year if he
could stay healthy.

“Last year wasn't a real test. |
was nursing that leg injury until I .
finally tore it," he said. “My main
concern this year was just being
healthy. Coming off a hamstring
injury, you don't know what's
going to happen.”

Gantner, who has spent his en-
tire major league career with
Milwaukee, is in the final year of
a $3.5 million contract that will’
pay him $850,000 this year. He
said he would like to continue
playing for the Brewers after this
Season.

“If my leg's healthy I don't see
why [ cant play another couple
of years,” Gantner said. “I'd like
it to be here. I don't know what
their plans are, but my No. 1|
team will always be Milwaukee.”

TOM FLAHERTY




