Did Braves Get a.300 Bat in Lacy?
I'm Smarter Now, Says .314 Hitter

. WEST PALM BEACH-Lee Lacy

batted .314 for the Dodgers last
season. Fluke? For real? Was that
the real Lee Lacy the Braves ob-
tained as part of the big fall trans-
action which sent Dusty Baker and
Ed Goodson packing for the West
Coast and also brought Jerry Roys-
ter, Jimmy Wynn and Tom Pacior-

ek? Those questions will be an-
swered soon enough, but Lacy-

doesn’t have to wait.
Was that the real Lee Lacy? He

smiled at the question, then ticked -

off the figures—.293 at Ogden, .301
at Bakersfield, .307 at Albuquerque
and on and on right up to .282 and
.314 seasons the last two years with
the Dodgers.

The impression was, indeed, that
WAS the Lee Lacy the Braves can
expect this season.

HE GOT his chance last season
because of injuries.

“We had pguys dropping like
flies,”" he said. **So, I got a chance
to play and work on my game. I did
everything I possibly could do to
help the club win. Things went
well, I got a chance to stay in the
lineup, and I'm a smarter hitter
now just from playing.”

Lacy also arrives with the repu-
tation of being a versatile defen-
sive player, although his critics
claim he doesn’t really have a posi-
tion. However, he can play second
base, third base and in the outfield.

He has been working at third
most of the spring with the Braves,
who shifted Darrell Evans to first
base and Earl Williams to catcher
in carly drills, apparently with the
thought in mind to make room for
Lacy.

LACY SIGNED as a third base-
man in 1969, as the Dodgers’ No. 2
draft choice, but was moved to sec-
ond base as Jim Lefebvre began to
show signs of age. He was called up
in June of 1972, put’together a hit-
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ting streak of 15 games and was in
the bigs to stay.

He admits it came as something
of a surprise and shock when he
was dealt to the Braves last No-
vember. Not necessarily that -he
was included, but that the Dodgers
gave up so much in the four-for-
two transaction.

““Eddie Robinson,” said Lacy,
meaning the Braves’ general man-

‘ager, ‘“should get some kind of

award for that one.”

Now, the 28-year-old native
Texan is preaching the winning
way. He searches for apt ways of
putting it, coming up with such
statements as, ‘“There’s a lot of tal-
ent in this camps so it's just wheth-
er or not we're ready to accept the
challenge. |

“WE'VE GOT to be ready to go -

out and die for what we believe in.
If we're ready to do that, we're

SCOTTSDALE-It didn't take
the Cubs long to learn that more
than one man was in the running

for the shortstop job left behind by
‘Don Kessinger.

In the very first intrasquad
game, wherein the bats of all the

. Cub regulars were put to an early

test, the household names, such as
Bill Madlock, Jose Cardenal, Jerry
Morales, Pete LaCock and George
Mitterwald, came up with a hit
apiece.

It should have been just another
of those pleasant exercises played
in the Arizona sunshine as a beneé-
fit to pitchers who need work —and
to fans who'll watch anything in a
uniform. |

BUT IT WAS more than that this
time because of a fellow named
Michael Dennis Kelleher, better
known in the outlands of St. Louis’

farm system these last seven years
as ““Mick.”

- Kelleher got where he is because
of his glove. Four times previ-
ously, he has found his way onto a
major league roster, three times
with the Cardinals who bred him,
and once with the Astros, who bor-
rowed him. He had a home run in
1969 at Modesto and another two

ready to be contenders.”
Lacy grinned. '
‘““We gotta play angry,” he

added. “We can't play happy. You

gotta be like a tiger.”

One thing appears certain. Lacy
has been a winner all his career.
He won all-star honors at three dif-
ferent infield positions while in the
Dodger farm system, has been in a
World Series and displays a com-
mendable attitude in his approach
to the game, :

“He is,” said Braves’' Manager
Dave Bristol, ‘‘the kind of player
you like to have on a club." |

Wigwam Wisps: Pitcher Roger
Moret was tardy for spring drills,
but nobody seemed that concerned
since the former Red Sox lefty had
pitched winter league baseball. . ..
Reliever Max Leon was held up for
12 days at Guadalajara, Mex., be-
cause of visa problems.

Lee Lacy . . . Eager to Cupiuré Atlanta Fans

By RICHARD DOZER

years later for the same club. He
tripled once for the Cards in '72. He
once hit .266 at Cedar Rapids, but
more often it was closer to the .238
which he hung ‘up at Tulsa last
year.

Nonetheless, when Kelleher sur-
faced as just another name on the
Cubs’ infield roster after a Decem-
ber trade for Vic Harris, he saw
himself winning something he in-
sists he never had a ‘“*fair shot”
at—a regular shortstop job.

“Someday I'll hit .300,” he said.
And after his squad game debut,

“‘nobody could argue that with

Kelleher, least of all Lew Fonseca,
who found a new pupil in the ae-
celerated days of this late-starting
spring training.

Kelleher led off by pulling a tri-
ple to left center off Geoff Zahn,
later beat out a picture bunt when
he caught Madlock deep at third
and followed with a third hit, a sin-
gle through the box.

DAVE ROSELLO was supposed
to win the Cub shortstop job by ma-
triculation. He has been in the Cub
farm system as long as Kelleher
had been in that of the Cardinals.
They knew each other well, both
having been up and down from the
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$3.50. 5. Phils '73, Red Sox '71, Reds '73—%$2.00 ea. .

PROGRAMS: 1. WORLD SERIES: '65 LA & Min, '73 NY & Oak, '74 Oak & LA—$2.00 ea. All
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All-Star teams 8. Mets '69 & '73 10. '53 Browns (last team) & '27 Yanks (greatest team
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Rizzuto, etc.) 16. Brookiyn Stars of the '50's (Robby, Hodges, Reese, Campy, etc.) 17. 70
Seattle Pilots (didn't exist) 18, '62 Mets (Ashburn, Kanehi, Hodges, etc.) 19. Reds stars of

the 50's (Kiv., Temple, Bell, etc.) 20. Aerial sketches of all 14 '52 Ballparks -} capacities,
distances, etc.—$1.00/set. 7 sets $4.95, 15 sets $9.95,

SUPER BOWL PROGRAMS: '76—$3.00, '75—$3.50, '73—$2.50, '72—$3.50. Any 3 $7.95.
FB, BKB, HOCK. YEARBOOKS: 1. '75 WFL: Winds, Express, Wings—$2.00 ea. 2. Cellics '75,
76— $2.00 ea., Both $2.95 3. *75 Spirits, Nets, '74 Colonels, '72 76ers—$.50 ea. 4. Bruins
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American Association four years
running. A cursory glance at the
records of each shows Kelieher
with-the better glove; Rosello the
better bat.

Unfortunately, the shortened

days of the exhibition season -

scarcely let this duel unfold to a
clear-cut decision. But that didn’t
matter to Kelleher, who was de-

- lighted finally to at least be getting

his chance, |

“He’s a cagey little bugger,"’ re-
marked Fonseca, who has been
spending as much time counseling
Kelleher lately as he has with the
two who seem to lean hardest on

" his teaching skills, Steve Swisher

and Rick Monday.

THE CUB batting instructor's
first tip to Mick was to cut down
his footwork in the batter’s box.
Kelleher is listed at 5-9 and is light-
er than he’s ever been asa pro: 157
pounds. That's not your basic
power-type.

““He was trying to stride like a

big gorilla,’" said Fonseca, who -

overnight had him staying back on
the pitch and going to all fields
with it.

Even though Kelleher is 28 and
has had a four-year struggle to get
less than two seasons toward the
pension plan, the Cubs see enough
batting potential in the little guy
for him to earn his keep at short-
stop. Twice he has led the Ameri-
can Association ('72 and '75) in
shortstop defense, and regardless
of his slim batting average and
zero power, he is a man who makes
contact. In all his minor league
campaigns, the most he ever
struck out was 60 times.

“I WAS GLAD they (the Cardi-

a “look” come on;

'MAVERICK BALLPLAYERS

1976 TRYOUTS: June 1-June 19

Civic Stadium — Portland, 6regnn

The Portland Mavericks of the Class A Northwest League signed 12 baliplayers
out of their 1975 tryouts. You released or never signed ballplayers who want

 PORTLAND [S®A GREAT CITY IN A GREAT LEAGUE
» MAJOR LEAGUE SCOUTS IN THE PRESS BOX EVERY NIGHT
l e AVERAGE 1975 ATTENDANCE 3.507/GAME

Seven players have gone on from their Maverick
exposure into major league organizations,

lm‘

Kelleher S_urprise at Short‘stop for Cubs

nals) traded me here,' he said. *‘1
never really had a shot at the
shortstop job over there. I outhit
(Mike) Tyson three years in a row
in the minors, but they moved him
from second base to short, and he
got the job. With Kessinger there
now, and Ted Sizemore traded,
Tyson will be back at second
where he belongs."”

And just maybe, Kelleher has:
found a place where he belongs as
well.

Cub Clouts: Jerry Morales
signed his contract March 23, leav-
ing five Cubs still armed with re-
newal pacts. One of them, Andy
Thornton, confirmed that he would
play out his option if the Cubs don't
meet his asking price, reportedly
some $55,000. “I'm through com-
promising,” he said. His agent,
Larry Sazant, continued negotiat-
ing with General Manager Salty
Saltwell.

Manager Jim Marshall and his
pitching coach, Marv Grissom,
called pitcher Bill Bonham in for a
closed-door session early, and
though none revealed the topic of
the chat, certain Cubs felt they
were trying to get Bill to develop a
mean streak. Marshall said only,
““He’s at a point where he should
start being productive.” Bonham
was 13-15 last year,

Madlock’s first intrasquad game
hit was a booming double that
bounced once and onto the 430-foot
sign in center. The N.L. batting
champ, who came to camp need-
ing to shed seven pounds, was run-
ning with a limp, the result of a
knee operation three years ago
which, he said, ‘‘always bothers
me some in the spring.”
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By GORDON VERRELL

VERO BEACH-Steve Garvey complained recently
X that the Dodgers had done precious little over the winter
% to plug the gaps left by departed Tommy John, Lee Lacy.
Bill North and Jerry Grote, saying flatly, “We're not as
strong as we were last year.” ‘

Dodger Vice-President Al Campanis argued the point,
saying that with the addition of Andy Messersmith, Gary
Thomasson, Derrel Thomas and Von Joshua, the Dodgers
are indeed as good as they were in 1878, when they won a
' second straight National League pennant, and, maybe,
& he said, even a little bit better.
%  That's debatable.
&  Messersmith, of course, is the key. With Thomas, a
S yersatile athlete'who can play at second base or in center
 field with exceptional skill, the Dodgers certainly have
T % eased the losses of Lacy and North. And Thomasson and

% joshua should help balance what has been largely a right-

handed-hitting lineup.

But can Messersmith, 0-3 with a 5.37 ERA last year,
make up for the loss of John, 17-10 and 3.30?

THE DODGER BRASS seems to think so, giving the
33-year-old righthander a two-year contract after only
one 15-minute workout at Dodger Stadium.

If-ugh, that word, if—Messersmith has completely re-
covered from a series of injuries (surgery and a broken
collarbone in the last two years), there’s little reason to
doubt that he can at least pitch regularly in the rotation.
Since winning 20 and 19 games his final two years with
the Dodgers (1974-75), Messersmith was only 16-18 the last
three summers with the Braves and Yankees.

And by his own admission, it will be some time before
he even hopes to regain his touch.

“I'm throwing very well, but I'm not 100 percent yet,”
said Messersmith. “‘Don't forget, I haven't even faced a
batter since last July.”

As for the losses of Lacy and North to free agency and
Grote to retirement, the Dodgers must replace 13 home
runs—all by Lacy—and 59 RBls. Lacy batted .261 and hit

S
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five of his 13 homers as a pinch-hitter. North batted .234
and, though he drove in only 10 runs in the five months he
was with the club, he drew 65 walks, roughly one every
five times to the plate, which was by far the best ratio on
the club. Grote batted .271, but went to bat only 70 times.

Thomas certainly will fill the defensive voids left by
Lacy and North, but his .227 batting average last year
was the lowest in his seven-year big league career. He
cited his contract squabbles with the Padres as the major
reason for his poor showing in 1978. All of that, he main-
tained, is a thing of the past now that he has a five-year
contract.

THOMASSON AND JOSHUA, both outfielders, un-
doubtedly will be utilized as pinch-hitters, at least to
begin with.

It should be an interesting spring for the outfield. Dusty
Baker, Rick Monday and Reggie Smith comprise the out-
field. But what about Thomas? And Thomasson and Jo-
shua? And promising rookie Rudy Law? And, of course,
the ageless pinch-hitting marvels, Vic Davalil]u*and
Manny Mota? Said Davalillo: ‘‘Don’t forget, I can pitch,
too."”

So, whether the Dodgers are better than they were a
year ago is certainly a point to be argued. But catcher
Steve Yeager recently attempted to temper the loss of
John by saying, ““The Dodgers lost Sandy Koufax and
managed to keep going, so I'm sure we will, too."”

What Yeager overlooked, though, is the fact that after
Koufax retired following the 1966 season—a year in which
the Dodgers won their third pennant in four years—they
plummeted to eighth place in 1967 and seventh in 1968,
and didn’t win another pennant for eight years,

Dodger Dope: Dodger announcer Vin Scully has been
selected sportscaster of the year by the National Sports-.

casters and Sportswriters Association. Scully, 51, has
been the voice of the Dodgers for 29 years. . . . Scully,

Ross Porter and Jerry Doggett will air Dodger games
over a 24-station, four-state network in 1978. The network
includes 20 stations in California, two in Arizona, one in
Nevada and one in Hawaii. Jaime Jarrin and Rudy Hoyos

..........................
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GARY THOMASSON and wife Maureen like
the cut of their new Dodger Blue.

will broadcast Dodger games in Spanish. 5

The Dodgers are reporting brisk ticket sales for the 7
Dodger-Angel Freeway Series March 30-April 1, the first &
two of the games scheduled for Dodger Stadium. The g
attraction? It'll be Rod Carew’s first-ever Los Angeles %
appearance as an Angel. ... The Dodgers’ season sales
have passed 18,000.
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By PHIL COLLIER

YUMA-The Padres were among major
league baseball's weakest offensive teams
last season, but 2l-game winner Gaylord
Perry is more concerned about their de-
fense this year.

The 40-year-old Cy Young Award winner
urged a greater emphasis on defense and
team play as the Padres assembled here in
Jate February for the start of their llth
spring training camp.

“As a pitcher, | want defense," he said.
“I'd rather have a defensive player out
there than an offensive player. You can al-
ways bring an offensive player off the
bench.”

PERRY SAID he is concerned by what he
considers defensive weaknesses among the
Padres at second base, third base and cen-
ter field. He is troubled because the player
he rates as best suited for center field, Bill
Almon, is being tried at second base, his

third-infield position in three years.

He is also concerned because Gene Rich-
ards is being projected as the center fielder,
Perry feels the Padres are glossing over
their defensive problems and are asking the
players to do the same.

““1 feel it's best to be as honest as pos-
sible,”” Perry said. “They (outfielders) have
to play better if we're going to win. They
have the ability to improve. But they have
to work at it,

Rennie’'s Report: '‘Good as New’

By CHARLEY FEENEY

BRADENTON-If Rennie Stennett had a
second chance, he would not have played
baseball last season.

“It was a mistake,’” the Pirates’ second
baseman said. "'But I admit if someone last
spring had suggested that 1 sit out the sea-
son, | wouldn't have listened."

Stennett broke his right ankle in August,
1977, and less than six months later, he was
working out in preparation for spring train-
ing.

FHe managed to play in 106 games, batting
.243 with 35 RBIs. When he was carried off
the turf at Three Rivers Stadium in 1977, he
had a .336 batting average.

Last August, Stennett stopped playing
and sat on the hench watching the Pirates
make their heated bid to overtake the Phil-
lies.

“l BECAME a cheerleader because there
was nothing else | could do,” he said.

Stennett developed a bone spur above the
right ankle. The pin that had been placed in
the ankle was removed last October, He
played in the Dominican Republic during
the winter and now, he says, he has it all
back, his confidence and agility.

The second base job belongs to him again.
He is sure he will prove that he hasn’t lost
the range he had before the injury.

“l did it all in the Dominican,’ he said.
“If the ankle was going to bother me, it
would have happened there. All the stiff-
ness is gone.”

Something else is gone, too. That's the
paunch he developed last September. He
blames it on inactivity.

“I love to eat., And when I don’'t play, I
naturally gain weight,” he said.

Manager Chuck Tanner doesn’t plan any
special spring program for the 27-year-old
Panamanian.

“THERE IS NO reason for it,”” Tanner
said. ‘‘Rennie has tested the ankle and,
from all the reports I have received, he's
back to normal.” _

Stennett’'s improved physical status is
just one reason why Tanner thinks the Pi-
rates can overtake the Phillies in 1979.

Tanner points to an improved bench,
mentioning, among others, Lee Lacy, sign-
ed as a free agent,

Lacy can play infield and outfield posi-
tions and Tanner indicates he will work the
former Dodger in the outfield in the exhibi-
tion games. -

“I'd like to get Lacy where he can con-
centrate in one area,’” Tanner said. “This
way, it will help his throwing. I think it
would be detrimental to Lacy to work him
30 minutes out in the outfield and 30 min-
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utes on the infield. The throws are so differ-
ent."”

TANNER surprised people when he said
that Lacy sometimes will replace Dave

Parker in right field.

“I'd like to give Parker a day off every
two weeks,”” Tanner said. '‘l don’t think
there are any 162-game players any more.
Parker is great and just think how much
greater he will be if he can get a rest once in
a while,”

It will be difficult to remove a healthy
Parker from the lineup at any time during
the season., Maybe Tanner will change his
mind. Maybe Parker will decide he doesn’t
want to rest.

Pittburgers: Tanner said the most diffi-
cult area to figure out in the spring is pitch-
ing. “We have 14 pitchers in camp with big
league experience,’”’ he said. “"Somehow,
there always seems to be some minor in-
jury to a pitcher that forces some changes.
If we have any pitcher with a tender arm
when we break camp, we can always put
him on the disabled list."

Willie Stargell, 38 on March 6, came to
camp with the enthusiasm of a rookie. Wil-
lie always is one of the happiest players in
camp and he makes a point of making
every youngster in camp welcome. ... Tan-
ner says he was fortunate that Harvey Had-
dix was available to become pitching coach
when Don Osborn was shelved by illness.

“If they don't hustle and catch the ball,

and if nobody else tells them about it, you
better believe I'm going to.”

Perry says it pains him to see talent
wasted. As examples of the beneficial re-
sults of his criticism, he refers to team-
mates Mike Hargrove, acquired from
Texas, and Almon.

““Mike and 1 have been friends and ene-
mies,"” Perry said. ‘'l think we're friends
now. When 1 first started playing for the
Rangers, he couldn't catch a cold. I told him
about it. I told him he could get better be-
cause he's an excellent athlete, and he did.
He came in second for a Rawlings Gold
Glove the next year.

“Mike was big enough to accept criticism
and work to improve himself. He didn't
pout.” .

Perry feels the same way about Almon.

‘1 took ground balls with him," Gaylord
recalled. ‘‘I showed him I could catch
ground balls between my legs that he
wasn't catching at all. He accepted the
challenge. He worked hard and really im-
proved himself. Unfortunately, they still
haven't found Almon’'s right position—cen-
ter field.”

PERRY WAS miffed last fall because the
Padres wouldn't extend his contract, which
expires at the end of this season, and
because they wouldn’t reward him for win-
ning 21 games and the Cy Young Award.

As spring training began, he appeared on
the verge of getting a contract extension,
but he also has asked for a guaranteed con-
tract in 1980. Owner Ray Kroc reportedly
has balked at that point.

““No, I haven’t signed; no tractor, no
truck,’ he said before flying to Washington,
D. C. for a White House visit with President
Carter a few days before spring training
began here,

Padre Pickups: The Padres have signed
one of their original (1969) players, reserve
catcher Fred Kendall, who played out his
option with the Red Sox last season. . .. As
they headed for Yuma, the Padres' season
ticket sale had reached 13,257 (1,659 full-
season plans and 11,598 mini-season plans).



LOS ANGELES-The fact Le-
ondaus Lacy is back with the
Dodgers after .less than three
months in Dixie is strange enough.

But the fact that in only his sec-
ond game with the Dodgers he was
in center field, subbing for Dusty
Baker, the man he was traded for
in the first place, now that is irony.

After some initial shock over the
transactions of June 23, in which
the Dodgers purchased the con-
tracts of Lacy and relief pitcher
Elias Sosa from Atlanta while the
Braves claimed onetime Cy Young
Award winner Mike Marshall on

waivers, Lacy said, ‘‘It’s great to
be back.

‘““These are the guys I want to
play with . . . Buckner, Garvey,
Cey, Lopes, allof 'em ... I like 'em
all. I just want to do whatever I can
do to get us into first place.”

IT WAS last winter when Lacy,
Jimmy Wynn, Tom Paciorek and
Jerry Royster were shipped off to
Atlanta for Baker and Ed Goodson.
Now Lacy is back with the club
that drafted him in 1969.

“I never wanted to leave,” Lacy
said. “I've been playing with these

By GORDON VERRELL

I want to win with. You develop
feelings for the guys you come up
with.

“It’s funny. There was a game
against the Dodgers when ] was
with the Braves and Ronny (Cey)
gets hit by a pitch and it looks like
he’s hurt. So I start running in
from my position, you know, to see
how he is, and then I stopped and
said to myself, ‘Hey, he’s on the

- other team. He’s not my teammate

anymore,” "

The first game Lacy played after
returning to the Dodgers was at
third base, in place of the injured

Kingman's Zip-Lip
Skit Draws Howls
From Press Box

By JACK LANG

NEW YORK-Color Dave Kingman private. The
Glrr;'ela Garbo of the baseball world, he '‘vants to be
alone.”

The closer Sky King comes to approaching the home-
run heroics of Babe Ruth, Roger Maris and even Hack
Wilson, the more of a recluse he becomes.

Even regular writers traveling with the club have
their problems. In’'lighter moments, the big guy will
joke, make wisecracks, even try to be chummy.

But let him hit a home run and he goes into a shell,

“Idon’t want to talk about my home runs,' says the
6-6 giant as he heads off for the showers or the trainer’s
room to be by himself.

Joe Torre, whose locker is next to Kingman's at Shea
Stadium, is often left to answer reporters’ questions
and explain the mystique that is Dave Arthur King-
man, age 26, and big news.

“DAVE IS different because he wants to do his job
without the notoriety,”’ said the understanding Torre.
“He doesn’t enjoy the limelight.”’

But it is difficult for Kingman to avoid it, try as he
might. In every town the Mets visit, Sky King is the
man sought by the columnists and hordes of young
radio interviewers with their inevitable tape record-
_ers, And they don’t understand when Kingman studi-
ously avoids them.

Oh, he is not discourteous. It's just that he shies
away. He gets restless if he has to spend more than a

few minutes discussing his feats. Eventually, he:

knows, the talk will lead to his home runs and that's
when he clams up.

Magazine writers find Dave particularly difficult to
interview and they have been following him around
with more frequency as his home-run total climbs.

The magazine New Times recently had Lawrence
Wright around Shea Stadium and with the Mets for
more than a week. Wright finished his assignment
shaking his head. He barely managed to get anything
out of Kingman. Most of his comments came from
other players . .. Torre, Willie Stargell, Steve Yeager.
The magazine devoted four full pages of text to a fea-
ture on Kingman. There are no more than a half-dozen
quotes from David himself. Not Wright’s fault. It’s just
the way Kingman is.

ON A RECENT night when he hit his 26th home run
in the Mets’ 75th game, Kingman refused to answer
questions about the mile-high drive over the 396-foot
fence in left center.

When he finally did emerge from the showers 45 min-
utes after the game, Kingman dressed hurriedly and
departed for the quiet of his huge suburban home in
Cos Cob, Conn., where he lives a bachelor's life.

"“If he ever gets close to Maris’ record, he’ll be insuf-
ferable,” commented one young reporter.

No doubt about it. And the media better be prepared
because Kingman will make news the rest of the sea-
son with his home runs.

Kingman home runs are not just the ordinary blasts
over the wall or into the bleachers. They are happen-
-ings. When David connects, the immediate reaction of
fans and press, alike is: how far will it go?

His home runs so far have become legends. Mickey
Mantle said the one he saw in Fort Lauderdale last
year was the longest he’d ever seen. They are still talk-
ing about the three he hit in Chicago earlier this year

.. one of which hit a roof of a house three houses up on
the block across the street from Wrigley Field.

(Continued on Page 44, Column 5)

guys since 1969. These are the guys

Cey. The next day, he was in cen-
ter field.

“I don't care where [ play,
whether it's third base one day,
center field the next, or left field or
wherever,” he said. "It doesn't
matter. All I want to do is be with a
winner."

WHEN LACY opened at third
base against the Giants on June 26,
it marked the first time he'd
played there since his first year in
professional baseball, in Ogden.

He later became a second base-
man, but with the development of
Dave Lopes, his playing time de-

'‘My Guys,' Beams Lacy, Rejoining Dodgers

creased. Then, last summer, pri-
marily because of injuries, he
wound up playing 43 games in the
outfield and finished with a .314
batting average, ranking second
on the club.

He went to the Arizona Instruc-
tional League over the winter to
improve his outfield skills with the
notion that he would be the Dodg-
ers’ center fielder. That idea was
curtailed on November 17 when he
was traded to the Braves.

He played only two games in
center field for Atlanta, the rest

| (Continued on Page 18, Column 1)

HOW TO EARN YOUR STRIPES

by Catfish Hunter

You only

throws nothing but fastballs. Changes speeds on
it. A fast one, then a little off of it, fastball in- 22
side, then back away from you...and then he'll
throw you a curve ball in the dirt. He keeps
you off-stride, looking for that curve ball. But
he's not going to throw it for you to hit it. He knows
how to set a hitter up.

Now, me, I might mix Em up and thrmu

=1

I've got it right on the comner, right within
an inch of where I want it.
I give up a lot of home runs because /
" batters knmul m a control pitcher. They
know I’'m not wild. They stand in
there, and if you dnn"t make
the right pitch, they're gonna
hit it. Ballparks shoot off fire-

\mates, they started calling me “Boom-Boom?”

need one pitch Everybody says
you need two, three, four pitches to be in the major
leagues. That isn't so. One of the best pitchers | know !

up. Or just stay with one pitch because "o~

works after home runs most times. So my old team-

g

drawing:vThat way, your curve ball is going
\n break like it should...downwards. /

way | picked up throwing.

1 that’s easy to hit because it’s

Ituckmy tlmmb\

I've only seen one other
pitcher hold the ball like
I do. See how my thumb's
tucked under? That's the

Don't know as I'd tell everyone
to hold his thumb that way.
. What 1 do tell people, though,
is how to handle a curve ball.

Most people, they throw it

from out here to the side so
-they get aflat-breaking spinner

curving on the same plane that
the guy’s swinging his bat. My
&duic.e is, always tum your wrist
towards your body, like in the

stuff of any
can’t hit it” You throw it breaking right down the

middle and they're going to hit it! He's not think-
ing for himself.

back deep, he’s trying to wait on a

[Between thehat & the moustache

You can have good stuff, but if you don’t use your brain,

you're not going to win. There'’s one guy, he’s got the best
pitcher anywhere. But he doesn't win. They
tell him, “Jusl get it across the plate anywhere...they

I look to see how close the batter’s standing to home plate
...things like that. If he stands away from the plate, most
times he doesn’t like the ball mside If he’s standing

W\
)14
.{' .

]

curve ball till after it breaks. And if
he’s standing up front, he wants to hit

-

/Thesecretof pitching | tell kids, the )
main thing to go for at first is accuracy. I'd pick up
rocks when I was a kid and throw them at telephone
N poles. I'd throw corncobs at my
brothers, and they were throwing
at me. I wasn't just throwing at noth-
ing; I was always throwing at an ob-
ject, trying to hit it.

speeds. Take a little off here and a little
more there...control, that’s all you've

got to have, It's not any good if your
fastball and your curve ball’'s the same speed. A guy
\ gets the time on it, he's going to hit it.

dont throw the same speed all

Once you've got your accuracy,

the time. That’s the secret of
pitching right there. Changing

/

the curve ball before it breaks, so you
throw him all fastballs.
Thinking pays off all the
time. Like, if he hits
the ball, where am
|l supposed to be?
You've got to know
when to back-up...
ome pitchers1 know
never think to cover

ing pitcher can save
five games for him-

/DOI'I’t cheat your fﬁﬁﬂ People see the stripe on the side of my shDET\
they ask me how come I wear Pumas. | tell them the truth: I think they
best shoe that’s made. I couldn’t run on that synthetic turf till I got thnse Pumas
with the little suction-cup things.

You've got Fran Tarkenton wearing Pumas, and Walt Frazier,
Reggie Jackson, George McGinnis...you couldn’t pay guys
like us enough money to wear them if the shoes weren't
real good.

Should you wear Pumas? Well, the way most
people play, they can wear any old thing. But %
if you're good enough —if you've earned
your stripes —what you wear on your
feet is going to make a difference in how
\you play. Then vou should wear Pumas.

re the

k C Beconia, Inc. 1976
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When vou've
vour stripes.

/
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rehabilitation ... Wilson nursed g sofe arm most of
the spring. . . . Strawberry announced he would contribute $500
to a New York City high school athletic fund each time he hits
8 home run at Shea Stadium. He hit 10 there asf year. The New
York Daily News commendead Strawberry for’ his generosity
and offered to match the §500..The schools now will recetve
$1.000 for each homer.

George Foster struggied with the bat through most of the
spring but was working to strengthen his arms and appeared
unconcerned. . . . Pitcher Scott Holman, out of options, was
expected to be sold to some American League club. . . Craig
Swan, who enjoyed a healthy and eflective spring. was uncer-
tain of his status. A starter all his career, he could wind up in
middie relief or be traded.

JACK LANG

@l ‘Bucs Unveil a New
., 7" {| Weapon—The Bunt

i "“r:._l.__r

LR e

PITTSBURGH—For the Pittsburgh Pirates to compete in the
National e Easi, they must play fundamentally sound
baseball. They no longer can be expected to outstug the opposi-
lioh with any regularity.

During spring training, Manager Chuck Tanner stressed the
" importance of bunting. He even used the suicide squeeze bunt a
few imes Now {{ remains to be seen if the Pirates will have 1o
scratch and claw for runs during the season.

Team captain Bill Madlock says that shortstop Dale Berra is
the key to the club's success. Madiock says that Berra, who
- made 30 errors last season, must reduce that figure by about 10

“We muost cut down on our mental mistakes, too,” Madlock
sald. "We made about B0 or 8 mental mistakes last season and
Berra didnt make all of them.™

Tanner, who stresses the positive, says he expects Berra 1o
be among several players who will improve. The manager says
he has three hitters capable of batting 300—Madlock, who won
his fourth batting title in 1983; Tony Pena, a 301 career hitter,

and Johmny Ray, who in his second full season in 1883 hatted.

m- .

While Tanner had 10 outfield candidates in camp, it was
evident that the best defensive pityers would work on a daily
basis, at least the first few weeks of the season.

Marvell Wynne, who batted .243 after joining the Bucs from
the New York Mets’ organization last June, was the regular

cenler fielder. Amos Otis, who will be 37 on April 26, was to

play left field.

“I'm expecting & productive season from Olis,” Tanner said.
"1 toid him in spring training that he would work out at his own
pace. | didn want him rushing his conditioning program. I
know enough about him. When [ was in the American League,
Otis was one of the best players | ever against.”

Tanner is counting on Otis’ rebounding from a 261 batling
average last year. “In 1982, Qyis was among the leaders in
game-winning hits (20)," Tanger said. “He is the type player
whoiwill help us I'm not thinking of platooning him. Hell be
out there when we open the season, no matter who is pitching
for the other Side.” .

It Otis and Wynne become everyday players, Tanner will
have a crowd of potential right fielders, including rookie Doug
Frobel, second-year man Brian Harper and veteran Lee Lacy.
Meanwhile, the status of veterans Lee Mazzilli and Ruppen

.
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Bucs’ Lacy Denles
Cocaine Dependency

PITTSBURGH—Although three witnesses in a child
custody case in California have filed affidavits that Pitts
burgh Pirates outfielder Lee Lacy has used cocaine,
Lacy has denied the charges, the Pittsburgh Press re-
ported.

“How could | play baseball (in 1983) at age 34 il | &id
that™” the Press quoted Lacy as saying. "The Pirates
(ake o blood test twice & year. They would koow if [ &id
(use drugs).” '

Lacy is challenging Cecelia Trainor Chapman for cus
tody of I-year-old Jennifer Lee Lacy. Chapman charged
that Lacy was not suitable jo rear the child because he is
“dependent on cocaine.” 2

- _—

Jones remained cloudy.

When the Pirates opened spring trainiag for balterymen on
February 17, Tanner listed Larry McWilllams, Rick Rhoden
and Jobhn Candelaria as his first three starters. With four off
days scheduled in the first 14 days of the season. there should
be no constan! need for a fourth starter.

For'a while, it appeared the fourth starter would be left-
hander Jobn Tudor, who was acquired from Boston for outfleld-

er Mike Easler. Tanner had said that Lee Tunpell the most .

effective starter during the last third of the 1883 season, would
begin the season in the budlpen. The reasoning was that Tun-
nell is capable of starting and relieving, while last year's rookie
sensation Jose Deleon also appeared set for reliel work
However, Tudor was very impressive |n the Grapefrult
League and Candelaria, who is displedsed with the manage
ment because it won renegotiate his contract, had some phys-

ical problems which reduced the number of innings he could -

pitch.

be would not go to the bullpen this year. He admitted he might
nol be ready to start the season in the rotation, but he insistad
he wants (0 be traded Perhaps he thinks he can get manage
ment angry enough to comply.

“When | signed my cootract (in the summer of 1882 for four
years), I said I didn1 want any appearance clause in my con-
tracl.” said Candelaria. 1 wanted a clause about starts.”

In 1983, when he had a 158 record, Candelaria made 32
starts and relieved once. He said under normat circumstances
he would not have agreed to relieve even once. He said that
lefty reliever Rod Scurry couldn pitch one day in San Diego.

"l relieved to heip out a teammate,” Candelarig said.

As ihe season operied, the Pirates agpeared to have pitching
depth. The infield was a holdover from 1983 and there was
optimism that first baseman Jason Thompson could bounce
back after an off season. '

Thompson Is the only legitimate 25-homer hitter in the Buc
lineup. His HR total was 18 last year, compared to 31 in 1882

Pena will be given the job of producing RBIs He will move
from seventh to fifth in the order, behiad Thompson. =

infielder Jim Morrison, cateher Milt May and catcher{irst
basemap Gene Tenace know what ts expected of them. They

must be ready in case of an infury.

How good are the 1884 Pirates? :

"We could be better than the 1979 (worlid championship)
team.” sald Tanner, who is quick to point out that if the Pirates
win in 1884, it will not be because of power.

“We're a different club,” he said, “but it doesnt mean that
we canl be g better club.”

Pittburgers: Ricky Peterson, 20-year<ld son of the Pirates’

general magpager, has been named a sixth cpach with the Bucs.

Eﬁqur. he won be in uniform during games. Instead, young

erson will chart pitches and sel up defenses via a walkie
talkie from the stands to the Pirates’ dugoul Peterson is a

: $2  ‘THE SPORTING NEWS. APRL 2. 1984

Maintaining his anger at club management, Candelaria said E

former minor league pitcher who became a pitching coach & .
few years ago. Taaner says he wanted young Peterson for the
specific job becguse “were going 1o dp some in-depth things

—that couldn be handied by a person who had other chores.” In -

the past. traveling secratary Charile Muse operated the walkie
talkie from the stands to the dugout and he often was cafled
away during the game to attend to other business .

Rookie pitchers Jefl Zaske gnd Chris Green made good im-
pressions in exhiblGon games, but there didn appear (o be any
room on the s1aff. . . . Veteran righthander Manny Sarmiento,
sidelined because of & sore right elbow, didnY pitch until 13
days before opening day. . . . Tt Pirates had made 20 errors in
i1 exhibition games, compared to 10 for the opposition.

CHARLEY FEENEY

Cubs Demonstrate
A Fighting Spirit -

CHICAGO—The Chicago Cubs may not have shown much in
the won-ost column in spring training but they certainly had
plenty of fight The only trouble is the fighting was among
themselves, _

Two fistfights broke out in a fiveday span just two weeks
before the season opener in San Franclsco. Both were in (he
outfield during baiting practice about an hour before games
Jim Frey, the new manager, wasn sure what it showed about
the upcoming season, but it certainly didnt make him happy.

“I'm not standing for any individualistic or selifish attitudes
on the ball club or guys more worried about fighting than play-
ing.” Frey said after helping break up 8 Mel Hall-Dick Ruthven
tussie just four days before pitchers Reggie Patterson and Bill
Johnson squared aff. .

“Anyone who doesnt want to go along with the program can
§o play for someone eise.” Frey said.

The program was progressing slowly in spring training. The -
biggest ‘concern at the start of camp was piiching, and there
were encouraging signs that it would belp the Cubs improve
from their 71-81, fifth-piace finish of a year ago. But Frey called
the outfield play “careless” and the Cubs didnt build any coalt
dence by winning only three of their first 14 exhibition games
in Arirona. :

Although the only real addition to the team sincelast sexeon
ended was former Montreal pitcher Scott Sanderson, Frey was
sure of two things: The hitting would be as good or better thhn
last year, and the pliching staff couldnt possibly be any worse:

“I don% think anyones concerned that we can put a good
hitting team on the feld,” Frey sald i
. The Cubs’ lineup, from top o bottom, is one of the mbst
potent in the Natlonal League But Bill Buckner missed five
days with a sore elbow, Leon Durham four because of his step-
father's death, Keith Moreland four with the flu, Jody Davis
more than a week alter taking a foul ball in the groin area and
several other players ope or iwo days with the flu. =

But any hopes of rising above fifth place still rested with the
pitching staff. Frey hat promised the borderline pitchers™a
good look in spring training and he gave it to them eagly,
which partly accounted for the poor record

Some of the regular rotation got their work in “B™ games
before the clhers were sent back to the minordeagus compiex.
By the end it-had become obvibus Frey planned to start the
segson with Sanderson, Ruthven, Chuck Rainey and Steve
Trout in the rotation. Sanderson and Ruthven were with other
teams when the season started last year, Rainey was an un-
known "quantity and Trout was on his way to proving once
again he wasn1 ready to be a majardeague pitcher.

But in his first three Starts of the spring, Trout posted & 153

- earned-fun gverage. Ruthven was just as impressive. After a

pair of good showings, Rainey had trouble. Sanderson pro-
gressed steadily as he worked on different pitches. At the least
it was encouraging.

But then, neither was the Cubs® baxing record

Cubbybole: Calling it"inevitabtle,” Ferguson Jenkins took his
release by the Cubs very well. Jenkins said he might stay in
baseball if someone would promise bim a starting job. That .is
the only way the veteran pitcher figures he could get 16 more
victories to give him 300. But he sounded ready for retirement
Tired of spring training's tolls oo his 40-year-oid body, Jenkins
said, “Maybe it's time to take the easy way ogt and go bome.”
... Trying to'make a comeback, Rick Reuschel was set back a
second tme in spring training because of injury. This coe
a strained e first a peck muscle spasm . .. F
mer No. | draft choice Shawon Dunston was sent
minorHeague complex two weeks before the end
training although be kit 383 (5-for-l13 with a e,
two stolen bases). Dunston probably will start the
Doubie A at Midland ingtead of Triple A. “There'sno
rush him. He's only played & year and s hal! ™ said Frey.
E™ to play and get at-dals and Jearn the game " . . . Smith says
his left knpe, on which be had arthroscopic surgery over the
winter, has “given out a couple of times . . . but I havenY really
bad any pain. Sometimes it burts, but [ think it's Trom the brace

getling weL™
DAYE van DYCE
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. shape. but it seemns that the

Phils Feel Kern

Can Help Staff

PHILADELPHIA—One munute. Jim Kern was throwing on a
college basebsll field in Anington, Tex., withwme illusions
aboutl his chances of retlurning to the majors afler being side-
lined 14 months following serious elbow surgery

Bul a8 week later, he was weanng No. 37 for the Philadelphia
Phulhies, ending & bizarre roller<oaster ride
- Kern had been throwing hard for a month
when he happened to stop by a tryout camp
being conducted by Phillies scout Doug Gas
saway at the University of Texas at Arhngton
kKern told Gassaway thai he was Lhrowing
that day if Gassaway cared 1o waich
: When Gassaway saw whatl excellent physs
cal shape Kern was 1n and then clocked his pitches between B
and 8¢ mph, be put in & call to his bosses in Philadelphia

Orynally, the Phils thought about Kern as help for their
Tripie-A club in Portland, which has had pilching problems alil
vear So they flew Kern in for o look and, as Phls Manager
Paul Owens sud, “We were amazed ot how well he threw.”

Kern's siluation would change 1n & hurry He threw lor
Owens and Phils scouts and coaches on Jure | The previous
day. the Phits had been forced to put 1983 Cy Young Award
winner John Denny on the disabled hst because of eibow prob-
lems. taking Kevin Gross oul of the bullpen to replace Denny in

Y. 1

* the rotation

Then. on June ], pitcher Tug McGraw suffered severe shoul-
der pain and was placed on the 21-day disabied hst Pilcher
Duve Wehrmerwster was recalled from the munors (¢ replace
McGraw By now, the Phils had adjusted theiwr thinking about
Kern and quickly signed lum 1o 8 majordeague contract. op-
tioming inhieider Luis Aguaye to the minors to make room on
the roster

Obwviously, Kern 1s7a long shot for success His last quality
year was 1979, when he was 135 wilth 29 saves for the Rangers
Since then, he has been plagued with assorted physical prob-
lems that preceded his elbow igury He was deall from Texas
10 the Mets to Cincinnal: to the White 50x

But Owens maintained Kern could end up being much more
than jus! temporary piiching imnsurance

“"His velocity has to be around 9, which amazed us aflter the
kind of surgery he had.” sawd Owens. “And alter talking to Jim,
! just started thinking more and more about 1t i've always been
a hunch man and, when | sat down wilth my coaches and
scouls. | told them that funniér things have happened and ['ve
rol a feeling about this guy. that he could end up really helping
us

"We're going 1o go slow with him We're nol poing o throw
him 1o the dogs We can afford fo lake a long look with haim and
work with im But | just have this hunch that we mught be
looking awfully sman by the end of the season ™

Kern had been relegated 1o the baseball groveyard when his
elbow was {orn while he was pilchung for the Chuicago White
Sox in Texas on April 5. 1983
~ "I had an elbow condition since 1974 and took regular meds-
cation for i,” smd Kern “A few days before | was injured, |
received o cortisone npection and was told everything was

fine But 1 ended up tearing two tendons completely off the

bone and also lore a ligament right in hall When they wenl
into the cibow, they found
blood clots all the way down
the arm Dr (Richard) Cor-
zait, the White Sox’' physician,
did the surgery, 8 lot ol:which
hadn1 been tried before. And
he told me 1l would either be
sironger than il was before or
il wouldn work

"I was in a cast for 10 weeks
and n o brace for 14 more
weeks 1t took awhile, but ali -
along I've been about six .
weeks ahead of schedule |'ve |
been throwing hard since Moy
apd have been Ihrowing -
around 54 to 90 | just hove o
gel my arm nto pitching

'

surgery is working oul and I've been picking up o mile per hour
every few tiimes | throw ™

Kern was released by the White 50x the day belore spring
training began, timing that still rankles im “"Their uming

. stunk,” said Kern. “They had 8 whole year (o relesse me 1 had

worked hard o get mysell ready for spring traiming. and they
knew all along we were talking about June or s0 befare | could
really pitch.”

Kern nevertheless pudiboned for the White Sox 8 week be
fore the Phillies sgw him throw. Both Milwaukee and Pitts
burgh also wanted (o see Kern.

“The White Sox offered me $3.500 a monih to pitch in Triple
A apnd pever said & word aboul coming to the majors.” said
Kern. “But I'm X3, and it doesnl make sensge for me (o go down

-

to Triple A for a year or two and hope to get back. 50 when the
major-league chance came with the Phillles, I jumped. I'm just
going to keep going out and giving it 100 percent. [ cant worry
aboul the elbow blowing Gp again. 1've been a power pitcher ail
my bfe. If | couldnl have come back to throw in the high BDs
like | am now, | would have hung it up because [ wasn'l going
lo spend years developing 8 new way to pitch.

“But at this point. | dont even think I'm as strong as I'm
g0ing to be. I've been throwing every other day without any
repercussions. All | need is 1o see some hitters and get the
shoulder strong.”

Although Kern may be 35. he remains the free spirit that
earned him the nickname “Emu”™ when he was one of the top
relievers in baseball. “I've worked out hard, and my body is in
preal shape.,” said Kern. “In facl, my wife says 1 have a 25
yvear-old body and a 16year-old mind.”

Phillers: Catcher Bo Diaz was reactivated. However, Diaz's
ieft knee, which was operated on, was still too tender for him to
calch right away .. The Phils were relieved that tests on
McGraw's shoulder showed no damage to the rotator cuff or
other tendons. McGraw felt the shoulder go while warming up
i the bullpen but still came into the game against the Cubs and
pitched two innings. . . The pitching staff was plagued by
balks. Four were called in 8 four-game stretch (June 14), three
of which led directly to runs and gave the Phils 14 balks, which
led the National League by a substantial margin.

PETER PASCARELLI

Bucs’ Lacy Hungry
To Prove His Value

FIRATEY

PITTSBURGH—Lee Lacy i1s hungry. The big bucks have
eluded um He s now 36 and in the last season of a six-year
contract His chances of being overwhelmed with big-money
offers next winter are shm

When Lacy played out his option with the Los Angeles

Dodgers after the 1978 season, he searched for a team that
could use s lalents

The Puttsburgh Pirates told Lacy they'd give him 8 six-year
contract, but his yearly salary was slightly less than $200.000. It
may have seemed like a good deal at the time, but Lacy s now
one of the lowest-paid veterans in the big leagues despite bat-
tung 300 or higher three of the past four seasons. And when the
Pirntes struggled earty this season. Lacy played almost every
day. sometimes in right field, sometimes in left

But he has & cloud following him. He never has driven in
many runs Last season, he batted 288 umes and had 13 runs
batted in

“I've been a get-on-base-iype player all of my career.” he
xaid “I have batted leadoff and scored runs, and that's what a
leadofl man 1s supposed to do. ['ve played the infield and the
ouifield. and ['ve played the game hard | can steal bases ™

Wwhen the Bucs were loaded with jong-ball hitters, Lacy fit in
well He platooned 1n jeft with Mike Easler for four seasons.
Now Easler 15 gone, and 50 are Dave Parker and Willie Star-
gell Lacy 1s just another Pirate trying to keep the club respect.
abie It hasn always happened, but it wasn1 Lacy's fault

He became on everyday player recently because rookie
Doug Frobel. who opened the season in right field, didn hit,
and Amos Ouis, who opened the season in left, didnt hit and
suffered a b injury when he crashed into the lefti-field wall at
Three Rivers Stadium. Otis went on the disabled lisL

Lacy started games in right field and, when the Pirates had a
iead after the fifth inming. Manager Chuck Tanner would move
him o left

"1 know ['m valuable to this ball club,” Lacy said. “1 can help
afy cdub ™

Any club?

Lacy 1sn1 saying he will test the free-agent market iater this
yvear He says he isnl sure what he will do_

“They (Pirales management) haven?t talked to my agent.”
Lacy said | don know what their plans are {or me. | made a
mistake when | signed my last contract. | sigried for & lot less
money than | shouid have. | just know that | have some playing

yvears left | iove playmg for Chuck Tanner. and | enjpy my
leammates.”

Pittburgers: Tony Pena's durability s being tested. The Py
rates’ calcher. who missed only 1] games last season, has been
bothered by injuries during the first nine weeks of the season.
His latest ache was a sprained left ankle. He was hurt in a
collision al home plate with Montreal baserunner Bobby
Ramos Earlier. Péna piayed with a bone chip in his thumb,
and he has had problems with both knees. I don't think 1 ever
ached so much in my life.” Pena said. . . . Although Don Robin-

" son was winless in 14 mound appearances, his comeback was a

success. Robinson, who underwent his fourth shoulder opera-
tion in November, pitched eight innings in relief against the
Cincinnati Reds and lost in the l4th when Brad Gulden hit a
two-outl. Threesrun homer. Five days later, Robinson made his
first start since last July and lost, 42, to the New York Mets. .
Lee Tunnell made his first start a winning oae against Moatre-
8l. Tanner says he doesnt plan to move Tunpeil or Robinson
into the slarting rotajion. He pointed out that they got their
chances (o stan becsuse John Candelaria and Larry McWik

The big bucks have efuded Lacy.

hhiams had sore arms “When all our starters are healthy,
Robby's place will be in the pen,” Tanger said. “We must think
of the team first, and none of our starters has pitched pooriy to
lose & spot in the rotation.” In one siretch of 19 games, the
starters had a k38 earned-run average. . . . Although center
fielder Marvell Wynne's average slipped below 390, he was
hitting above 350 with runners in scaring position. . . Third
base coach Joe Lonnett was hospitalized with bleeding ulcers
CHARLEY FEENEY

e ————— =

Don’t Blame Bullpen
For Cards’ Troubles

ST. LOUIS—When a tearn's record in one-run games is 38, it
is customary to assume that that (eam has bullpen probiems.
But in the case of the St Louls Cardinals, the bulipen probably
has been the most solid aspect of the team.

“The bullpen has been cutstanding,” said Manager Whitey
Herzog. “The one-run gafnes have bees betsuse we gel behind,
32, after five innings. The bullpen hoids themn the rest of the
way, but we don score.”

In one five-week stretch of &5 innihgs. Cardinals rehevers
gave up just 18 earned runs Neil Aflen, battered early this
season, was scored on in jast three of 10 outings in that span.
Bruce Sutter allowed runs in only four of his first 21 appear-
ances, lefthander Dave Rucker allowed a run in only three of
his first 20 games, rookie lefthander Ricky Horton was scored
on in only three of 14 appearances and Jeff Lahti put together a
streak of six straight scorebess outings.

Rucker and Allen were providing the perfect seventh- and
eighth-inning help for Sutter, who had 12 saves in 14 save op-
pnr‘tun-ihﬁ

“It's & sicmation where [l get the H‘h‘ﬁ. sard Sutter,
that doesn't mean sverybody else didn* do their jobs™

Rucker and Allen said they were content doing what they
were doing although Allen was once used 10 save games for the
New York Mets

“[ don't get all the stats ™ said the 26-year-0ld Rucker, "but |
still feel like I'm an importamt part of the teamn. It woald be
nice to have those stats. You donT get the big nppuuz But
looking at it realistically. there’s no sense thinking about it. My
job is to come into the game and stop the momentum of the
other team. | ge! satisfaction aut of just pilching well."

Allen was going (o be 3 starter for the Cardinals this season,
tut Herzog had a change of heart at the end of spring treining.
In a meeting with Sutter and Allen, Herzog outlined a dluepnnt
for Allen to go back to the bullpen, ang Allen welcomed it

“l understand my role, and I'm happy with my role,” said
Allen. “If 1 wasn happy, | wouldn have consented in spring
training to do it 1 donY see why [ should get upseL I'm playing
second fiddle to the best guy in the busness. If | was second {0
some other guy than Bruce Sutter, I'd mouth off a little bit But
hes gol four Rolaids Fireman hats on his mantel and one Cy
Young Award. There's no Cy Young o Fireman hats on Neil
Allen's mantel The oaly thing 1 won was CYO player of the

“but

‘week when | was s kid"

Allen reduced his earned-run sverage from infinity to 3.76.
Rucker's ERA was 1.534, Hortoa's |.1€ and Sutter's 1 30

“If you had tolé me in spring training that we wouldn hit
nndmrph:ﬁin;gmldh:jrﬂu‘dmnbdmmmuur
iL™ Herzog sald

mumwﬂmw“unmumt
not at all. In 24 of their first 34 games, they scored two or fewer

(Coutinved oo Page 11, Column 1)
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Long 9 Innlngs for Yanks

The nrlﬂhl Rick Dnlrmpur hku a fnini on the bench
tollowing Lee Lacy's third home run of the day.

NEW YORK—After Lee Lacy
had hit three home runs, power-
ing the Balumore Orioles 1o an
189 victory over the New York
Yankees June % he said. “This
game 1s 8 matter of inchesin a lot
of respecis because the other
leam can always come back =

For the Onoles and Yankees,
the game was 8 matter of hours
Not counting & 40-minute ramn
delay which threatened (o wash
pul the game n the fourth inming.
the teams plaved & 4-hour and 16
munute marathon at Yankee Sta-
dium—the longest nine<iNDINgE
game n Amerncan League s
Loy

The oid AL record for 2 nine
inming game was 4 11 sel by Ml
waukee and Chicago on July 10

1983 The major league record (s
415 set by Los Anpgeles and 5an
Francisco on October 2, 1962

Lacy. J7. became the first
major league plaver this segson
to it three homers 0 one game
He hit a soio shot off Ed Whitson
in the first anning, 8@ (wo-run
homer off Bob Shirieyv 1n the
fourth and a leadoff homer in the
sixth off Doug Drabek He had a
iwo-run single in the seventh

Lacy's 4-for-6 performance
highlighted a 22-hit attack by the
Orioles. who completed their first
Ihree-game sweep al Yankee 5la-
dwam since Augpust 1980

“The only good thing about this
pame” concluded Yankees Man-
ager Lou Phimella, s that 11 oniy
came oul as one loss

It Was smf'ty""'a"us_iness

TWIN CITIES—The Minnesota
Twins tried a shift against Bos
ton's Wade Boggs tha! bordered
on the illegal according to um-
pire ken karser

The Twins had <econd base-
man Steve Lombardozir apd
shortstop Greg Gagne moving to
ughien up the middle as the Min-
nesota pitcher made his deliven

“They can move around all
they want uniil the pitcher re-
leases the ball.,” kawer said
“Then. they'd betier be sel ™

Boggs was 15 for 27 (5561 0 six
pames against Minnesota this
season The Twins came up with
the shift after Bopps went S for &
i a 17-7 Boston victory Mav 20

“The staft 15 llegal.” Boggs
siad "The umpire told me that
and said he was going o get them
to stop it Mavb~ he didn correc!
it completely. but he got the
Twins 1o do it within the boun-
daries of the rules ™

In his first etght at-bhats against
the shift, Boges had only 1wo hits

s

Wade Boggs

Belore the May 31 game in the
Melrodome. Twins Manager Ray
Miller sawd "I'm not saving 1t will
work forever, but 11's worth con-
nnung until he sofves (1”7
It was discontinued that might
Bogps wen! 5 for 5 hfung his bat-
Lng average 1o $02. as the Red
Sox won U1
PATRICK RELSSE

SRS O —— ]

NEW YORK-— Baﬂeball s at-
lernptl al keeping the June free-
agent drafl a deep, dark secret
was thwarted by Commissioner
Peter Leberroth, wno realized
the publicity value of the sejec-
bon process and ordered whe an-
nouncement of hrst-round picks
June 2

The remaining picks 1 the
three-day session were not dis
closed excepl 1n cases 1n which
agents were eager 1o reveal the
choices The most nolable exam-
pie was the Kansas Cily Royals’
setection of Bo Jackson in the
fourth round Jackson. the 1985
Heisman Trophy winner as an
Auburn Umiversity runmng back
and the No | choice 1n this
spring's 1986 National Football
League draft. will have to choose
beiween the Royais and the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

The hirst pick in baseball’s
draft, as most scouts expecled.
wast Universily of Arkansas thard
baseman Jefl King The Pitts:
burgh Pirates chose kKing and im-
mediately mmvited him to Pitts
burgh to work out with the Bucs
June 68 dunng a weekend senes
with the New York Mets

The Pirates plan 1o bring King
along the way they nursed oul-
fielider Barry Bonds, their first
round pick n 1985, to the majors.
Bonds started at Prince William
itCarohna) last summer and
opened the 1986 season with Ha-
wan {Pacific Coast) He made his
Firates debut May 30

“The maost imporiant thing for
a plaver s to pul himn a league
he can succeed 1n,” said Syd
Thrifi. the Pirates’ general man-
aper

King, 21. a nghthanded hitter,
batted 36% with 17 home runs and
67 runs batied 1n for Arkansas
this spring He witl pass up his
~emor vear 10 sgn with the Bucs
He set school records with s 42
homers and 204 RBI« in three
wears wilh the Razorbacks

Thrift sa1d king drew high
prase from Buzzv Keller. who
~couls the Southwest for the P
rales and from Norm DeBrivo,
the Arkansas coach Both hikened
King to Philadelphia slugger
Mike Schmadt

‘I heard other people lalking

- aboul him (Kingy that knew "

kheller said “They sand he was a
oup of Mike Schmudt &

| remember when Schmadt
was i the Central [ihinos Colle
giale League” DeBrivo said “He
had good power and every once
in 3 while he'd it one out of
sight king can do that”

hing™s father, Jack king of Col-

Jeff King

orado 5prings, Colo., once was &
calcher in the Phillies’ organiza-
tion. An oider brother, im King.
was the Phils first pick in the
January 1982 drafl. but never
signed

Before negotiating with the P
rates, king said he planned to do
some fishing and spend some
time wilh his family and girl-
frnend, Miss Texas of 1984

Wiil the Rovals be serious in
their negoliations with Jackson.
knowing that he will be offered
mullions to play in the NFL?

"We won't do anything that in
our judgment 1s foohsh.” saud
John S5chuerholz. the Royals’ gen-
eral manager. '"We feit Like
where we draflled mm we could
lake a calculated gambie, and we
did We fee] pood aboul it

“We didn draft Bo Jackson in
the fourth round o attract atten-

tion. We think he has the poten- .

tial to be an outstanding baseball
plaver and has some interest n
plaving baseball How much re-
mains (o be seen

Bucs Owner Hugh Culverhouse
said after the Royals picked Jack-
son "Our position s really not af-
fected by the baseball drafi. We
continue to be committed to sign-
ng Bo We are prepared to make
him the highest paid rockie 1o
ever enter the NFL 1 know Bo s
aware ol our interest, but the de
cision s his ™

If Culverhouse 15 (rue to his
word. the Bucs would pay Jack
=on more than $5 muilhion for five
vears—the contract signed by
guarterback John Elwav of the
Denver Broncos

Schuerholz said that when
Jackson visited the Rovals three
davs before the drafl, he asked
“Bo, do vou like basebali as much
as footbali®’ According to
SChuerholz, Jackson replied “I've
plaved baseball since | was 8
vears old | have learned to love
football as much as baseball.”

After Lhe Pirates ook King. the
Cleveland Indians made Texas
pitcher Greg Swindell the No 2

mick an the draft Swindell had a

10-2 record and 136 earned-run
average for the Longhorns this
vear

Two sons of ex-major leaguers
were selected in the first round
Outfietder Derrick May. son of
Dave May. was picked No 8 by
the Chicago Cubs Lee May Jr.
whose father now 15 Kansas City's
batting coach, was the 21st pick,
chosen by the Mets Lee Jr. a
first baseman-outhelder. plaved
al Purcell-Marnan High 5chool in
Cincinnatl

Gary Sheffieid, nephew of Mets
piiching siar Dwight Gooden, was
picked by Milwaukee as the No 6
selection He was shortstop for
Hillsborough High School 1n
Tampa, Gooden’s alma mater.

(information for this story was
provided by correspondents Jack
Lang. Charlev Feeneyv and Bob
Nightengale!

First- Round Picks

1. Pittsburgh—Jell King. ssib.
Colorado Springs. Colo

L Cleveland—Greg Swandell p
Houston

1 San Francisco—Matt Williams.
b, Carson City, New

4L Texas—kKewvin Brown, p. Mcin-
ivre, Ga.

i Atlanta—kent Mercker, p. Dub-
tm. Q

& Milwaokee—Gary Sheflield, s,
Tampa,

7. Philadelphia—Brad Brink, p.
Modesto, Calif

8. Seattle—Patrick Lennon, ss,
W hitevilie, N C

3. Chicago NI —Derrick May. of.
Newark, Del

18. Minnesoia—Derek Pagks p<.
Upland, Cah!

il. 5an Diegoe—Tom Howard. of
Germaniown, O

12, Oakland—5Scol! Hemond. ¢,
Cunedin. Fla

11 Hoeston—Rvan Bowen. p. Han-
ford. Calif

14. Boston—GCreg McoMuriry, of,
Brockton, Mass

15 Montreal—Revin Dean, of Val
leyo. Cahf

1§. Callfornia—Roberio Hernan-
dei p. Mew York

17. Cincippati—5co0l: Scudder, p.
Blossom, Tex

18 Detroit—FPhil Clark. c. Crocketl.
Tex

18. Los Apgeles—Michael White,
of. Loudon, Tenn

2. Chicago A.L.—Grady Hall p
Findlay. O

2. New York N1 —Lee Mav Jr.
of-1b. Cincinnall

12. Califoroia—Ller Stevens of
Lawrence. Kan

13, 5t. Lowis—Luts Alicea Ib.
Cuaynabo, Puerio Ruico

24. Kapsas City—Anthony Cle-
ments, ss. Chipo, Callf

5. Calllornia—Terence Carr. of.
Salebury. Md

M. Toronto—Eart Sanders. p Moss
Point M=

'Will a Way - Out ‘Spoelal Selection’

NEW YORK- After having ve-
toed the wishes of some owners
by making public names of play-
ers selected in the first round of
the free-agent draft June 2, Com-
missioner Peter Ueberroth decid-
ed to have some fun.

Just before Toronto was about

. to make the final first-round pick,
Ueberroth informed all clubs
-hyooked up on the draft
_that he was awarding “a special

pick to the New York Yankees.”

Immediately, there were pro-
tests, but Ueberroth said that any-
one who had any questions shquld
call him directly.

The Yankees theo announced
their choice ol G. Frederick Will,
a shortstop from University High
School in Champaign. 1IL.

G. Frederick Will was George
Wiil, nationally syndicated politi
cal columnist and TV comments-

tor. Will, a baseball fan, had writ-
ten a column chiding Usberroth
aboul the secrecy of the draft

Will's last team was the Mitten-
dorf Funeral Home Panthers in
Champaign. “Qur team color was
black, naturally,” ke said.

The pundit had no idea why
Ueberroth played the joke. “I sup-
pose he kpew it would be the
highlight of my life,” Will said.

JACK LANG

Baseball Corraspondents
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DA e — T Hennegr
BOSI0T = 1 0f GauhiQlt
i g — T e Sanger
~Migago— Joe Go00ars
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ettt — T Gage
mansas Lty — 300 Ngrmremgae

Miwgumese - T Fahet,
Mimmegola — Sal e SpLsse
New v ore - 30 Madder
Jakianz . -w Sree

Searte oo 5 et

TERAS - T Seeves .

Samts — Nae WMasT e

NL.

Erg—ia—pr s = 3.8
hicago—Dave «a-
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SOUSION — Nen Sonte s
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Mortrea — ar Macloma o
SEw Y IR e LATE 35T
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