JANUARY 15, 1942

BRAVES 70 BRUSH UP
ON 22 SPRING TILTS

CIRCUMSTANCES ENABLE BOB QUINN
TO TRY LONG CHERISHED PLAN

——

Last-Minute Decislon on Camp Cuts Down

Injury Nearly Ended

Careerﬁfter E:Quit
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Danny Litwhiler, Frilly You

]

- DANNY 1S A SCHO6L

ng F lyéhz;ser of

Phillies,

a School Teacher Who Tossed Away His Books for Bat
HIS BINGLE-BLITZ
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NEWS ON GOODMAN :

SLUGGING OUTFIELDER IS REPORTED -

PHYSICALLY FIT AGAIN '

e

Plans to Threw Lefthanded to Take Strain

e —

_ OSTON, Mass—Bob Quinn
' will fry out a new stunt
this spring in conneclion

W) with the training of his
. Boston Braves. Bob always

hes coniended tat long

schedules of games en

route home from the train-

ing ecamp are not worth

while and offen do harm

to his players, So this year the Braves
will not barnstorm. They will stay at
their Sanford, Fla., camp until April 8, will
make the hop from there to Jacksonville
to play one game with Jersey City and
then proceed direct to Boston. That would
mean arriving home the night of April 9,
which would give the players a day off
on the tenth. Then comes games with the

Red Sox, an annual feature, on the llth - .
: | L whole ball club in ex- kept him out of all except 42 of his '

Dlonship season on the 14, . |change. This, in a nutshell, contin- YOUNSSTER ON CRUTCHES Was  [Eames, and has good prospects of being |

GIVEN THE URGE. TO GO ON 8Y '8 old valuable self come the start of

Guinn has wanted to try this idea for
& long time, but something always has
cropped up to prevent such an arrange-
ment, Last spring, the Braves, who irained
at San Antonlo with the St. Louls Browns,
teamed up with that ouifit in games on
the way out of Santone. This year's camp
was decided on late and not too many
dates were open in desirable ecities, so
Quinn decided thls was the time to try
his plan.

The Braves' spring schedule probably is
the lightest of all the major league teams.
Only 22 games have been scheduled. Only
three of the tilts will be with minor league
teams, two of them the result of the new

Guinn plan, Milwaukee was listed for . : :
a game at Sanford, April 6, and a tilt with | feasons—lor this i&“‘l‘,ﬁ The hoy, and he weight of 162 pounds, stripped, after be-
J?“r City also was added to' the sched- | g hi{ one :::-r more hm?m runs ignpeﬂven:‘ IN 194-0 ;:gs:;ﬂn mlghsnunt Hélnl;h;t h:amm: t{jﬁt e
ule, . . I general health. -
That thelr first game does not come | Netional Leaguio park in 1841 He made %F;MEW HIT IN  |such as to indicate he will be able to get |,
until March 14 would indicate the Braves| . _lume druns. a wu:ihuggers E?ﬂtﬁﬁf Ihﬂ‘“;l% | back into the right fleld garden for the ,
will not get started in training until March ;ﬂ? €5 and wound up ihe season 5 GﬁME‘-EFﬁR, < the ﬂjnmmnhg g season and help the
1, or shortly after that date., That would|"’ In the fleld Da is foar] g l‘~. ha PHIH“IE‘S 4 ﬂlﬂunhr. iy he waz unable to do. last .
give the squad a stay of five weeks at f 1"]1 e ]' nmy mﬂ ';;" CE5) 35 d . MM%M' and also something which those who :
Sanford, which iz almost too lohg, but the HE ne ballﬂw NE arm amn A Enc; judge : attempted to carry on for him failed to
added week will be more advantageous | iy bals, On tiree occasions last sens do. They, at least, fell considerably short
{han cavorting on mediocre and poor base- | 500 he actually climbed the concrete lﬂﬂ-\‘ THAT GUY of the Goodman standard, .
ball diamonds in smaller southern cities | field Wall of ihe Shibe Park bleachers to CATCHES HOME “I've been following the doctor's orders -
make caitches that saved games for the - DANNY HIT BUNS 'N' by doing a lot of walking in Olklahoma, °

and towns.
Ten Games With A, L. Teams
Ten games are scheduled with American
League teams, including four home-and-
home games with the Browns, who will

Encouragement from Scribe
and Operation Provided by
Quaker Landed Qutfielder
for Nugent’s Club

l ]
By STAN BEAUMGARTNER
Of the Philadelphin Inguirer

ANNY LITWHILER, sen-
sational rnan outfielder
of the Philadelpha Na-
tional League club, is NOT
FOR SALE . , . unless
someone wants to offer a

answer to the one and many rumors
that Litwhiler would shift uniforms
and join the Brooklyn Dodgers, New
York Giants, Chicago Cubs or Pitts-

burgh Pirates. oo
Litwhiler at this moment is the best lafi

fielder ,in the Natlonal League, and we
don't mean maybe, He i5 the one guy
Nugent is going 1o hold onto and build
around for the future.
. You can't blame the president of the
Phillies for taking such a stand. Man-
agers of seven other clubs in the National
League have told this writer: "We would
like Litwhiler.”

There is a good reason—several good

Phillies. When you consider that the Phil-
lies did not win many games, three saved
iz a lot.

In four instances, in the waning weeks
of the schedule, he tossed out base run-
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about Ival Goodman'
brought a cheerful note
into "the local. . baseball-
scene a8 Cineinnati fans,
went about their tasks in:

,and became mighty anx-"

) iuﬁm if;ﬂmtimetnmmu
- _when they again can gath-

er at Crogley Field and begin lﬁanﬁnzgn i -

:

the Reds of 142 are pennant material,

Gn-:édman. right ﬂeld;r of the Reds the
past seven years, and a right good man
in that job, too, slipped into town unan-
nounced the end of last week for a physical

checkup., This disclosed he has recovered

from his various silments of 1941, which

t.hé nslxt campaign,

oodie was not invited to come here for
the checkup by the club. Having Dr, Reed
Shank, the club surgeon who operated on

fccompanied by his wife and child, he.,
drove in from Shawnee, Okla., fnr’-tht

tien and a visit with Mra, Goodman's Par= -
ents at thelr suburban Cincinnati home.
Ival placed himself in'Dr, Shank's hands -
for the physical examination before Redleg .
officials learned he was in town. K

Dr, Shank says the checkup revealed
Goodie again is back to his normal playing

-

mixing in some hunting and a little Eolf,
and I'm getting mighty anxious to get into
a uniform and test out my legs,” Goodman
said after his physical examination.

train &t nearby DeLand. Usually the - ;
Braves and Red Sox. feam up in Grape- | Rers who tried to score from third on fly VERAGE. — is to make en unusual change in
fruit League hattles, but the Sox sched- ha;llls. . _ ON'TH INCLUDING his method of playlng next semson by :
ulc was completed before the Braves de-| N0, We wouldn't trade Danny Lit- | = ON THREE I8 HOMERS, throwing with his left hand, Instead of -
cided on coming back to Florida to trein, | Whiler for Pete Reiser with Cookie Lava- OCCASIONS HE 2.9 DaUBLES his right. .
thus no dates were available for more | B¢tto thrown in,” said one of the officials | ACTDALLY CLIMBED AND ETRWI‘:ES £ Shoulder Hos Long Alled Goodie
games with the Tribe, nft;:g?l ﬂﬂhih : ohilag ‘THE CONCRETE. LEET For years, Ival has been rated one of the -
The Braves' first game will be plaved at 0 s guy Litwhiler?" you may EIELD WALL TO MAKE game's best throwing outflelders, despite .
asl, - A the fact that he has been handicapped by

sanford with the Senators, March 14, From
ihere on, there will ba only flve breaks
in a daily game schedule until packing-up
time is reached,

Quinn and most of the office force at
Braveg Field, with scores of Bob's friends
here, went to St.- Gabriel's Monastery over
last week-end for the annual reireat Bob
sponsors. It is & spiritual, as well as
physical, rest for those who go.

Pitcher Bill Posedel of the Braves an-
nounced, last week, that he was to
back into the Navy, where he had served
a previous hitch. Bill suffered from arm
trouble last season and it was not known
hoew much help he could be to the club
this year, all of which may have hurried
hiz decision to get into the service,

He's a school ieacher who tossed his text
books inte the swamps of Louisiana, grab-
bed a bat, said “To heck with learnin'—
I'm hittin" frem now on.”

* ¥ @

How Writer Befriended Him
ond Shaped Affection to Phils

CTUALLY, Danny doesn't falk that

way. He is a mild-mannered, polite

and considerate chap, He goes out

of his way 1o prevent hurting any-
one's feeling and never forgets it when
someone does him a favor.

That is the reason why Don Donaghey
of the Philadelphia Bulleiin is one of his
favorite sports writers and why the Phil-
lies, not the,Brooklyn Dodgers or any one

CATCHES THAT SAVED
THREE BAlL GaMmes/

- Minors’ Averages in Book .

——

Publication of minor league aver-
ages for 1941 is being disronitinued
with preseniation in THE SPORT-
ING NEWS of figures for all the
larger loops. Instead, space will be
used o keep renders informed of
plans for the coming season, in
which it is believed they are moro
Interested.

a

~THE PHILLIES. SENSATIONAL YOUNG
OUTFIELDER. RANKS WITH THE BEST
IN-THE NATIONAL LEAGULE Y

*

CARDINALS CLEAR TRACK
FOR TOURISTS' SPECIAL

Seventh-Place Asheville Club Equipped
With New Business Head, Pilot and

"Talent From Other Farm Links

a sore right shoulder. He injured the
shoulder several years ago when he and -
Alex Kampouris, then second baseman of
the Reds, ran together while both were

right field, The shoulder has heen Injured-
a few times gince then falls and,
every recent spring, Goodie has been '/
abliged to forego hard throwing for the
first six weeks of the iralning season.

“I can throw as hard and as far with
my left arm as with my right, but haven't
as yet been as accurate from the left side,”
Goodman says, "I'll attempt during spring
training to improve the accuracy of my
left arm and if I ean do so will throw left-
handed next season and avoid the discom-= *

awm e o

double purpose of the physical examina- .

While here, the Oklahoman revealed hur

zero weather the past week '

trying to catch the same fly ball in short

~|INCINNATI, O.—Good news >

him for a hernia last summer, give him a -,
thorough inspeetion was Ival's own idea, EQ, |

Lee MacPhail Rigging His Sails
‘to Move Maple Leafs Off Reef

_N&w Business Manager.of Club Gets Right Down to Business

fort which has been associated with right-
handed throwing in recent years.” i
Goodman plans to remain in Cincinnati -
about a week, then return to Oklahoma for. *
a while before reporting to Manager Bill !
McKechnie at Tampa, Fla. ¥
General Manager Warren C, Giles ac- *
cepted an invitation to do some huntin
with President Powel Crosley on the latter's '
game preserve near Charleston, 8. C., start= -
ing early this week, and, consequently,
wasn't avallable for a salary conference °
with Goodman., Manager McKechnie and
his son, Bill, Jr, also went along. After
the outing ends, McKechnie will take
his wife and youngest daughter to some’

However, the avernges of all the
minors will be made available to
everyone through the publication of
a book by THE SPORTING NEWS,
which will carry the compleic offi-
cial figures for all the circnits, to be
issued before the 1942 season opens.
The book will sell for 50 cents, and
may be obiained at a special pre-
dnte price of 25 cenis. Those send=:
ing in their orders early will receive
copics as soon as they are off the
press,

These complele figures will not he
available anywhere else this year,
Betler be sure you get a copy by re-

The only other Brave to be lost to date
is Carvel Rowell, the hard-hitting infield-
er, who was inducied a month ago. Bama
recently wrote Quinn that he was hitting
400 in the Army with the Chemical War-
fare Division at Edgewood Arsenal, Md,,
and that he hopes he would be able to
hit that much when he returns to the
team.

The same day, Eddie Collins, at Fenway
Park, received n telegram from his star
young southpaw, Earl Johnson, which read:
“Inducted into Army today. Best re-
ﬂﬂrd&“

Nothing further except what has ap-
peared in news reports from Minneapolis

of the 14 other clubs in the major leagues,
have ‘his services,

When Danny was down and out—not
finanecially, but menially—a homesick, un-
hnrard-uf youngster on crutches with a
crippled knee, sitting disconsolately in the
lobby of a hotel in Harlingen, Tex., Dona-
ghey tool him under his wing and treated
him like a son,

'Ijha Phillies were playing a series of
spring games in the Rio Grande Valley in
1939 and Litwhiler was a member of the
Toledo elub, training at Harlingen., The
glar before the Phils arrived, Danny fell
into a hole and twisted his knee, 'The

SHEVILLE, N. C~—The sefup
here may undergo a iremen-
dous change before the 1342 sea-
son starts, but right now the
Asheville Tourists appear fajr-
l¥y well fortifled with maferial
to make a race of it in the
Piedmont League, The Tourists, owned
and operated by the St Louis Cardinals,
finished seventh last season, under the
management of Nick Cullop. He recently
exchanged pilot jobs with Bill Delancey
at Pocatello, Ida., the former Card catching
siar being placed in charge of the Tourists,
and plans announced at the close of the

on Reaching Toronto; Reveals Unsuccessful Attempt
to Land Campbell or Hassett for First Base

ORONTO, Ont.—Lee MacPhail%(Schoolmaster) Talley, a pitcher of prom-
is here and has taken over his |ize, purchased on a conditional basis. “If
- new dulies as business man- |I never jufige a ball player again,” Hers

has been heard from Ted Willlams, Ted
went through a physieal examination, Jan=
uary 8, in that city, and was found fo be
physically “perfect, a¥ was expected, He
was due for further examinations at Fort
Spelling, Minn, and the dope was that
immediate induetion was expected, Ted
put in a phone call for Colling early last
week, but Eddie had not returned from
the wedding of his son at Kennett Square,
Pa., and Ted would not tallc with anyboedy

else,
Pesky Headed for Induction
E-kippm_.- Joe Cronin is at Sarasota, Fla.,
the training base of his team, but his out-

doetor told him he couldi't play again
unless he had an operation,

It was the second such blow he had re-
ceived. Two years previous, while with
Charleston in the Middle Atlantic League,
he had injured his ankle the first day he
reported and been laid up for two months,

S0 you can readily understand why
Danny was & rather pathetic, discouraged
youngsier when Donaghey saw him at
Harlingen, started talking to him and fer-
ried him about the country for a week,
I}urII_:ng that week, Litwhiler met all the
Phillies, including President and Mrs, Nu.
gent, and formed an affection for the elub,

serving yours now,

a little slugging on his own hoolt with the
bat, induced him to part with it and
started baclk to Philadelphia.

Litwhiler used the bat against Junior
Thompson of the Reds, made -two hits and
started on a batting splurge that carried
him above the ,300 mark before the season
ended. Danny broke the bat after a week,
but it has been nailed together, properly
inseribed, and is one of Litwhiler's' most.

went io Allentown, found the boy doing ||

ager and general pepper-upper
of ihe Toronio International
lfengue Maple Leafs -He got
right down to business, held a
conference with ithe press and ecleared the
decks for further action, .The new execu-
tive, who is a son of Larry MacPhail, boss
of the Brocklyn Dodgers, made a fine im-
pression with the newspapermen.

Egid J. P. Fitzgerald, veteran baseball
eritic and sports editor of the Toronio
Evening Telegram: “MacPhail is a fine
young man, scems io know what he is
talking about and should be of great help

ring wrote young MacPhail, *“I know I
have a pitcher here who can step right
inio Double A ball and win” And Her-
ring should know his Double A ball, hav-
ing pitched a few years back for Montreal.
Buiffalo Spoke Out of Turn

]ﬂn[aePllail also cleared the air sbout
Pitcher Mike Roscoe, who was reported to
have been purchased from Buffalo, *“There
seems to have been some misunderstanding
about Rosdoe's status,” he explained. “We
did not buy Roscoe from Buffalo and he
still belongs to that club. When we asked
Jack Zeller of Detroit to suggest someone

season to remake the elub are going

as business manager here when Rice was
named farm chief of the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates, worked with Delancey at Pocatello.

will the Tourists know just where they
stand.

ceiver. The main behind-the-bat task will

through with a bang.
Art Routzong, who succeeded Bob Rice

The war crisis, of course, has plunged
all baseball into a state of uncertainty,
and not until the ssason opens, and the
definite staius of each player is obiained,

Delancey will be Asheville's No. 2 re-

spot in Florida, and then come north again -
for the February meeting in New York, °

Although Giles and MeKechnie seeming- °

Iy have, for the time being, tumed their
attention from hunting a slugeing out- -
fielder to pursuing game with a2 gun, both -
still are on the track of a man who can*
bolster the club’s attack for 19042,

While here, McKechnie said he had made *

efforis rvecenily to close a deal with the -
boss man of Pittsburgh's Pirates for an
?ulﬂeldﬂr, but had no success and that -
or

the present, at least, the matter had
been dropped. . -

The Reds' roster was reduced to 36 play=! .

-

- -

ers, last week, by the sale of Pitcher Bob,*
Logan back to the Indianapolis American { . -
Association club, from which he was re-
called last fall, Since Logun was re.’
called, Indianapolis not only has changed ®
ownership, but has been replaced as the -
Reds’ Class AA farm team by Syracuse of . |
the Infernational League. Bob had a brief:+ ./
trial with the Reds last spring, o

treasured possessions.

But to get back to the personal side of
our subject. , , . Danny, whose home is
in Rl_ngtmlm. Fa., decided as a boy to fol-
low in the footsieps of his brothers, who
were school teachers, Maybe the job
wasn't very exciting, but it was better
than working in the coal mines or trving
fo eke a living out on a farm, So he

be handled by Harold Michel, who batied
J88 at Johnson City in the Appalachian
League last year and proved by far the
best backstop in that circuit, Michel is
something of a veleran, ico, and should
prove g welcome addition,
Kid Slogger Slated for Firsi Base
Dicle Connell, a .382 hitler at’ Johnson

to the local situation,”

Charles Good, baseball reporter for many
years with the Toronio Dally Star, was
equally as enthusiastie, as was Gordon
(Bubbles) Walker, who handles the dia-
mond sport for the morning side on the
Globe .and Maj), .

While the United States military draft

Danny's knee did not get better, It be-
came worse, and finally in July, the De-
troit club, which owned his services, gave
him his unconditional release. (I'll bet
Walter O. Briggs could chew up that re-
lease now.) :

Litwhiler went {o visit his brother, a
sthool teacher in Woodbury, N. J. 1In

on the Buffalo elub who might help us, he
named Roscoe and said he would talk to
Don Beach of the Bisons. The announce-
ment that Toronto had purchased Roscoe
came from Buffalo, which club apparently
figured we would buy the pitcher,”
Refusing 1o lead with his chin, MacPhail
said it would be a long, hard climb to get

look has been changed considerably by
recent developmenis. Joe had decided to
be & bench manager this year, and as if the
loss of Willlams was not sufficient, he got
word last week of the change in the draft
status of Johnny Pesky, hard-hitting young
shorisiop from Louisville, who was count-
ed on to take Joe's place at short this

year., Johnny reached his twenty-second

birthday, September 27, Jast, and it is

expeeled he will be called for duty,
However, the Sox are not short on short-
stops, They still have Eddie Pellagrini,

Jast season with San Diege. Eddie lives

in Bosion and is in Class 3-A at present,

bevause of dependents. It also should ba
remembered that the Sox have Tommy

Carey and Skeeter Newsome, holdover

utility infielders.

So Cronin's vacation probably will turn
to sessions of hard work for him in con-
dlimqmg himself for work. Joe got down
1o trim condition lpst winter, and was “in

o 8reat shape when iraining staried, Now, a
year older, Joe would prefer to edge off
his conditioning during March 1o alleviate

Woodbwry, Danny made the acquaintance
of Curly Ogden, former major league
hurler ccaching at Penns Grove, a few
miles distant. He told Ogden he would
like to play ball again if he could get
someone to operate on his leg.

Curly got in touch with his brother,
Johnny, who then was in charge of the
farm system for the Phils, Johnny called
in Dr. H. Cotter Boyle, the Phillies’ club
nlnrsimpn, and one of the best known
surgeons in the East,

Litwhiler weni to the Sacred Heart
Hospital in Allentown, where Boyle is the
resident physiclan, and the knee was re-
paired. He joined the Phils at Miami the
following spring, 1940,

L. I

enrolled at Bloomsburg Teachers' College,
Bloomsburg, Pa. :

Danny did well in the classroom and also
on the athletic field. He became a basket
ball, track and football, as well as base-
ball, star, '
His ability to sock the ball atiracted
the attention of a Detroit scout and the
youngster found himself playing with-
Charleroi in the Penn State Association
during the summer of 1836, . . . He hit
abmre_.mu and was sent to Charleston in
the Middle Atlantic League the following
summer.

Each fall Litwhiler returned to school.
When he graduated in 1938, Detroit sent
him 1o Alexandria of the Evangeline

has not iaken any of the Toronto players
as yet, it has blocked several possible
deals, MacPhail told the writers. He want-
ed Paul Campbell from the Boston Red
Sox and even had a bid in for Buddy
Hassett of the Yankees to fill the gap at
first ba;:e, but both of these players likely
will stick with their major lesgue con-
nections, Infield help from Pittsburgh

certain because of conditions.

After one year in the executive end of
baseball avith the Reading International
League club, Lee MacPhail already has a
carload of diamond friends. He told how
Bill Herring of t{he Wilson club of the
Coastal Plain loop tipped him off to Joe

and the Philadelphia Athletics' also is un-

the Leafs out of their present rut,

He announced the squad would train at
Camden, S, C,, starting around March 10,
The Leafs will play about 1B exhibition
games with Eastern and Sally League clubs.

BUNNY MORGANSON,

American-Association Votes
to Go on With Lights as Usual

MILWAUKEE, Wis—American Associa-
tion club officials like the annual diamond
dinner of ihe Chicago baseball writers
chapter so much that they used the affair
as a sound excuse for a January meeting in

the other infield positions are not settled.

Kelly from Williamson and Bassey Ifuore,

City, is slated {o handle first base, but

Genovese, up from Hamilion of the Pony
circuit: Olt, from Springfield of the West-
ern Asscciation, and Merton, a youngsier
from semi-pro ranks, are on the list of
candidates. Help for the infield is ex-
pected before the season starts,

In the outfield, several newcomers of
unproved Class B. ability, such as Alion
Schwartzman from Union City, Howard

a nearby Asheville semipro performer, are
on the roster, . Delancey also will have
the services of Dick Sisler, Tom Glover
and Bill Ramsey, all of whom saw service
here last season.

The pitching staff is headed by the vet-

Logan's departure leaves three south=-
paws, Jolinny Vander Meer, Jim Prender= .
gast and George Burpo, on the roster, with
Vander Meer the only one of the trio.
who has made his mark in big league:-
company, Johnny came back in great.
shape in 1941 and don't be surprised if
he's a positive sensation this year.

TOM SWOPE, -

Chihuah;la, Mex., Seeks Berth =v
Relinquished by Albuquerque. -

BISBEE, Ariz—The Arizona-Texas . °

League, which was on the verge of folding;

T
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ha mf:;'f:g “ﬁiﬂs %‘;33 of losing weight and | Made His Boosters Look ﬁiﬂiﬂmm He led that loop in about every- Chicago. On January 6, George M. Traut~ | ooy Milt Lowery, a southpaw, and Leland | up before the 1941 season was over, voted, -
Herb Pennock, farm direcior f Like False Propheis at Start ng. The fans thought so well of him, Work ] " man, presidept of the circuit, and repre~'| walker righthander, who won 17 and 13 |at its annual meeting here, o continue op- -,
was in Boston last m I:HEL'?I of the Sox, UT Litwhiler was fur and he thought so well of Alexandria, that ork on Puzzle Entries sentatives of his eight clubs met at an in- gam' respeclivel:.: here last summer, | @ration this year despite the {fact that Albu--
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