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BASEBALL

PITTSBURGH=Andy Van
Slyke couldn™t figure i: oul.
“It was driving me crazy.” said
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* the Pittsburgh Pirates outfielder.

- "One hit everyv game. No more. It
' must have been u month since |
i had a two-hit game.”
. He broke out June 26 against
the Chicago Cubs when he ho-
mered, singled twice, drew a
walk and made a throw to the
piate to complete a double play
. and help save a 52 viclory.
- “"You wish every night at the
bail park was hike that. but you
know it can't be.” said Van Slyke,
who had collected 37 hits in his
i last 107 tries to lift huis average to
! 283 He had 10 homers. 37 RBls
and 20 stolen bases

He has come o long way {rom
-ihe confused young man who was
packaged with catcher Mike La.
Valliere anc pitcher Mike Dunne
by the S5t. Louis Cardinals for
i catcher Tony Pena on Apnl 1.
it Traded to Pittsburgh? Why not
i Siberia® Or Candiestick Park?
' Hehad a beautiful home in sub-
: urban St. Louwis. the tulips he
" planted were about to come up
. and he hac been plaving in a
' basebatli-crazv city. And then
along came Puttsburgh

“1 guess | Ninaliy accepled the
trade about the ime | started
swinging the bal well.” said Van
Slyke 1 just got to thinking that |
had to make the best of the situa-
tion. i didnt want to go through
the whole vear the way |l started.
.| could have made excuses, but
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Van Slfke Heats Up, Lets Go of Past

I'm not that wav.”

“We talked.” said Manager Jim
Levland "He had a lot on his
mind at first. He had to move his
family out of a beautiful home.
He was gomg to a club that was
strugghing 1o get out of last place.
But he's a real quality person—
and he happens 1o play the game
pretly good.”

_"Andy could have packed it 1n
-early,” said LaVailiere. "He couyld
have said “Why did this happen to

. me? and gone oyt and made ex-

Andy Yan Slyke impresses teammate Mike
basketbail skilis during a rain delay.

Diaz with his

cyses. He had a chance to gel
down on himself.” .

Instead. Van Siyke fought back
and eventually realized that he
was nel going to wake up some
meorning and find out it all had
been a bad dream.

“The attitude | ook was that
the Cardinals didnt want me any-
more.” he said.

“And, know what? | have (o be

o am
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lieve the Pirates got the better

end of the deal.”
BOB HERTIZEL
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CHICAGO—The Chicago Cubs’
farm svstem. directed by Gordon
Goldsberry, Scott Reid and Bill
Harford. was in evidence as rook-
s who were injury repiace-
ments kept the club buoyant n
the [ast hailf of June -

Center fieider Dave Martinez,

who had siruggled as the No R
mitter, batted 353 his first two
weeks as leadoll man in place of
. disabled Ryne Sandberg

Les Lancaster replaced oftin-
jured Scott Sanderson n the rota-
| tion. After two slaris, he had his
| first major league victory and a
284 ERA
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Paul Noce hit 308 for the
month as a vubity infielder and

then a replacement for Sandberg

al second base.

Mike Brumiey made just one
error in two weeks af shortstop.
taking the piace of disabled
Shawon Dunston, and he had
three hils in one game.

Rafael Palmeiro had lour
exira-base blows among his first
Elghl hits as platoon left helder
with Jerry Mumphrey,

Martinez was below 200 in
mid-May. He didn’t begin 1o hit
until Sandberg was lost with
siretched ankle higaments.

“Leading off 1s what | hike
best,” Martinez said “I'm getling
my hands around on the ball
(Coach) Biliy Wilhams heiped o
lot with that.”

In Lancaster's firs! two starts,
he himited the Mel~ to one run in
seven inmngs before a crowd of
42,000 at Shea Stadium. then beat
the Expos in Montreal

“1 know 1t can be difficult going
up and down—=a change of sce-
nery and all—but this kKid has ice
waler in his veins,” pilching
coach Herm Starretle said “He
bas four pitches and, as a rule,
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Dave Martinez '
can get them all over ~ _

Starrette and Manager Gene |
Michael liked Lancaster in spring |
raimng. :

"He's not in awe of anvihing or
anvone.” Michael said of the
Texan, who was signed by Billv
Capps as a free agent alter lead- |
ing Dallas Baptist to the NAIA |
World Series in 985

sanderson’s latest injury was o
pulled groin muscle. He starred |
the season on the disablec List
wilh a shoulder problem

“Scott has shown he can’ lake
us too far into a game” Michael
<a1d. “"He tears the bullpen up. |
‘and that scares me You never |
know when vou're going to get a |
twostnming job from him .

JOE GODDARD




