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Kelth Hernandez _

NEW YORK—Whether the
New York Meis can survive and
prosper without Keith Hernandez
will not be known until later in
the season. But the early returns
were not good.

The Mets lost Hernandez when
he suffered what he called a
cramp in his right leg June 6 at
St. Louis. The injury was nol sup-
posed {0 be serious. A few days
later. Hernandez was on the dis
abled list for the first ime in his
14-year career.

Hernandez returned June 22,
playing in a 30 victory over the
second-place Pirales. The next
day, as the Mets began a series in
Chicago. Hernandez didn't make
it through the first inning.

In his first at-bat against Greg
Maddux, Hernandez hit what ap-

' lost the final two m

peared to be a double down the
left-field line. He barely made it
to first.

Hernandez was removed for a

~ pinch-runner, and while the Mets

were beginning a disastrous trip
with a 4-1 loss to Maddux, the
Mets’ captain was being exam-
ined by the Cubs’ physicians. Her-
nandez was examined again the
next day, already aware that the
news would be bad. A slight tear
was found in his right hamstnug.

fore going (o Ptttsburgh where
they were beaten in the opener of
a three-game series, 2-1, making
their record without Hernandez
7-10—or 7-11 if you count the
game he left in the first inning.
Before the Mets won the last
two games in Pittsburgh to build
their lead to 51 games over the
Pirates, Manager Dave Johnson
said, “Keith is an impact player, a
superstar. You can't replace the
_intangibles he provides for. a

He returned to the disabled list’ ﬂgeam His loss makes things a lit-

and was given crutc

a few days. ot
During Hernandez

on the disabled list; ‘the Mets

were 6-7. After Hernandez re-

turned to the disable *list, the

Mets won their first .

t stay

be-

use for 2/ le mugher,mr us. But I thmk;
£5we'll survive.” .

At first, Johnson decided tu re-
place Hernandez’s offense, so, at
. least against righthanders, he
-used Lee Mazzilli at first base,

then -:Dave Magadan at third base and

‘Howard Johnson at shnrtstﬂp

With Hernandez Gimpy, Mets Are Out of Step

That put Kevin Elster, hitting .203

at the time, on the bench.
Against lefties, the manager

planned to play Magadan at first,

"HolJo at third and Elster at short.

That plan lasted exﬂﬂtl}' three
days. After the Mets’ infield had a
horrible day in a 6-3 loss to the
Cubs June 26, Dave Johnson de-
cided he had seen enough.

“If we're looking at 30 days
without Keith, I think I'd better
shelve the offensive platoon that
isn't giving me more offense any-
way,” he said.

“l1 think we're looking at a
month at least,” Hernandez said.
“From a dead stop, | can't drive
off the right leg. And I'm not
going to come back until I'm sure
Ican.”

' DAN CASTELLANO

ST. LOUIS—After floundering
2l» months when he batted with
runners on base, Willie McGee
had all cylinders functioning atl
the end of June.

Not only did the St. Louis Cardi-
nals' center fielder hit .365 for the
month. but he had 16 runs batted
in, including eight in a six-game
span late in the month. And he
~had stolen 25 bases in 28 at-
tempts, easily the best percent-
age of his career.

] feel good about il,” said
McGee. "That's what I'm paid (o
do.”

McGee's RBI total was a re-
spectable 33, but he ha&d hit just
one homer.

“I.don't try to hit homers.”™
McGee said. “Even the years 1 hit
a few [ didn™t try.”

McGee hit 1] homers when he
drove in 105 runs last year and he
had 10 in 1985, when he won the
National League batting title and
the Most Valuable Player award.

McGee in RBlI Groove

] haven't seen that many
change-ups and breaking balls up
that 1 could hit for home runs,”
said McGee, “It's a credit to the
pitchers and,” he said, laughing,
“a lack of power.”

McGee raised his average
from .296 on May 31 to .324 on
June 28. He was the first National
Leaguer to get 100 hits—in his
first 74 games—and he was on
pace to exceed his total of 216
hits in 1985. .

Although he drove in more
than 100 runs last year, McGee is
more comfortable in the role of
creating rallies rather than fin-
ishing them off.

He credits his baserunping im-
provemen! to some off-season
work with Bart Williams, a track
coach at Contra Costa College, a
junior college in Pabio, Calif.

*] worked very hard last winter
and it's paid off,” said McGee.
“This the best that I've ever run
on the bases, especially the first

b | .
willle McGee
couple of steps. I'm a little lighter,

too. | used to come in at 185 and

I'm probably at 178 now.”
As for his improvement as a
run deliverer, McGee said, “They
(RBIs) come in:bunches. If I can
stay relaxed in those situations, |
think the pressure will go off.”
RICK HUMMEL

PIT'IEEURGH—Fur the ﬂrst
time-—-and quite by accident—
not t replay was used by
umpires in a National League
-game between the Pi-
“Tates and New York Mets June 2‘?
at Three Rivers Stadium.

1 It all started with a pitch by

New York's Dwight Gooden -that
went behind Jose Lind's head and
to the backstop, allowing -

. Belliard to score from third on
| what was ruled a wild pitch.

“Then the scoreboard showed
replay of what seemed 10 be any-
thing but a controversial call—
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change directions, - -

cision everyw

&MMT :I:&seit

Rafael

except.in the replay. the ‘ball.

Fora mmmt,thmmmde--
here. Lind didnt - .
act as’il- he'd been hit by the
pitch, ‘and Mets catcher: Ganr

But Runge be@n

self after taklng a look at the .

“I saw the replay on the -
screen. At that point, (Mets Man- -
" ager) Davey Johnson had not
| cumeout.lﬂwthehaﬁimme-; :

thing,” Rurige said.

All ﬂamddgn,aungehad*a’f :
moral issue on his hands. He

thought he had blown thecall.’ -
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thing baseball-wise,” Runge-said.

“But it became a moral issue: ] -}_-:";.
don't know if I'll be reprimanded -
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when he went 16-1 after being
traded to the Chicago Cubs, Rick
Sutcliffe may be traded to a pen-
nant contender.

General Manager Jim Frey
admits he has had inquiries about
trading the 32-year-old righthand-
er, who just missed winning his
second National League Cy
Young Award in 1987, and that
several American League teams
have shown interest.

“There have been three clubs
that have said they want starting
pitching,” Frey said. “They name
some young guy, and I say, ‘I
don’t want to trade the young
guys.'-They say, ‘How about Sut-
cliffe?' And I say, ‘It would not be
aneasymﬂhe:auﬁeurtheway
our ball ciub is.’ '

“It would bea big deal, a major

f' sutcliﬁe on the Block

CHICAGO—Just as in 1984,

with the three teams. “It's one of
those things where curiosity gets
the best of you. But no one has.
ever come back to me with any
real idea of their sincerity.”

If the Cubs remain close to the
Mets and Pirates in the N.L. East
race, Sutcliffe may be more valu-
able in Chicago than the young
players he would bring in return.
But Sutcliffe is available because
of the development of such young
pitchers as Greg Maddux, Jamie
Moyer and Jeff Pico.

Although he has a no-trade pro-
vision in his contract, which lasts
through 1989, Sutcliffe said he
would not let that stop a trade.

“I'd rather not be traded, but if
trading me would help the Chica-
go Cubs, 1 won't stand in the
way,” he said. “I'll do what's best
for them. Truthfully, I can't see

| this club not being in it.”

DAVE van DYCK
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