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Kruk, the Phillies’ earthy and self-deprecating first baseman,
keeps picking up various articles of clothing and dropping them in
piles. He doesn't get dressed or do much of anything with great
haste, His movements slow and tortured, he winces while he works.

A three-time All-Star, Kruk went into this season as a model of
consistency. He had a .297 career average in the first half of the sea-
son, a .297 career average in the second half. But he'll never look
the part of a model.

Asked whyrhe doesn't join the team stretch before batting prac-

tice, Kruk contorts his face like he's been touched by a hot iron.

“My body doesn’t stretch,” he says without apology.

“You are an idiot,” he tells me as he finally discovers his favorite

red socks.

When he is in a mood to talk, however, he plays it simple. But if

you buy the “Aw-shucks-I'm-just-a-good-ol'-boy-from-West Virginia
act,” you've been taken for a ride in the country.

~ As long as he was batting around .350, which he did for the first

three months of the season, Kruk was the big guy who played hurt

and played hard every night.

But one of the worst skids of his career (he went 20 for 100 in one
stretch) saw Kruk’s batting average plunge from .347 on August 8
to .316 on the final day of the season.

Naturally, the old doubts about his physique and training habits
returned. I even dared to complain in print that Kruk spent too much
time hanging out in the trainers’ room after games, when he should
be in the clubhouse entertaining questions from scribes trying to
scratch out a meager existence of their own,

That critical piece of advice earned this writer a full-blown airing
from outfielder Pete Incaviglia, who was outraged that a reporter
would take shots at a guy batting over .300 for a first-place team.

Just the memory of it inspires me to make a transition to another
subject. Something happy and upbeat.

“It’s been a long wait,” Kruk says of making it to the playoffs.
“You'd like to think that every once in a while you'd sneak into one.”

Well, the Phillies did go from worst to first.

“This time a year ago, mentally, it didn't matter,” Kruk says.
“You could go out there brain dead. Now you go out there with a job
to do, and you do it realizing that you're under a microscope.”

Of course, as far as Bad Johnny is concerned, the eye behind the
microscope is attached to an idiot. &

Bill Brown is a TSN correspondent who covers the Phillies for the
- Delaware County Times.

A Brave move

By STEVE HUMMER

up

t was either a first baseman or a rare first edition on display
that fiery July evening at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. Obvi-
ously, Fred McGriff was considered precious, irreplaceable.
Otherwise, why would the Braves have assigned two security
guards, one for each elbow, to McGriff on his first day on the new
job?
Ex-presidents and Egyptian treasures don't get this kind of pro-
tection.
*“I went to the bathroom, and they were there. [ went to the train-
ing room, and they were there, too,” McGriff says, still amazed. The
threat was a local media armed with state-of-the-art recording de-
vices.
Whatever overreaction there was at the beginning was under-
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standable. As soon as the Braves acquired McGriff from the San
Diego Padres’ garage sale, he was identified as not just another fine
offensive player, but a figure capable of changing the course of his-
tory. All hail Fred, who had hit more home runs over the past five
seasons than any man living. |

On July 20, the Braves trailed the San Francisco Giants by nine
games. All that happened Before Fred, when the Braves bobbed
along in the Giants' backwash. After Fred, it got serious.

“Atlanta forgot its dubious relationship with fire and celebrated
that day as when the race for the West really began. McGniff's im-
pact was sudden and striking. He produced three home runs and five
RBIs in his first two days as a Brave, six home runs in his first 35 at-
bats. An offense that once had a nasty cough began averaging nearly
three more runs per game. McGriff had done no less than throw the
switch on a run-scoring cyclotron.

Of all the testimonials to this found treasure, perhaps the most
meaningful comes from the man he displaced at first. All Sid Bream,
a %layer of some renown, could do was tip a cap and quietly step
aside,

“He changed a lot of attitudes,” Bream says. “That was some-
thing we needed. I'm not saying it couldn't have been done with the
people we had, but he was the guy whodid it.”

There was an idea floating about that the Braves had only rented
McGriff for this one run; that to trim a monstrous payroll he would
be traded once this season’s work was done. Countering that theory
is that the Braves had begun experimenting with top first base pros-
pect, Ryan Klesko, in the outfield.

So immensely popular has McGriff become that Georgia citizens
pay him the highest compliment whenever “Crime Dog™ appears.
They bark at him. Such a figure can not be easily disposed of,

McGriff holds the right to ask for a trade at season’s end, but
where would he go?

“Atlanta is a great place. It is probably the second best for me

| other than playing in Tampa, and there's no team there,” he says.

“But [ know that it is a business and at the end of the season, I'll sit

down with (G.M. John) Schuerholz and see what the plans are.”
Once more, the Braves will be asked to protect there new-found

masterwork, @

Steve Hummer is a columnist for the Atlanta

" Journal-Constitution,
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Down the stretch: A/ter his All-Star
Game appearance, Kruk “'slumped’ and
hit only .274.
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On fire: The Braves took off after McGriff
joined the team on July 20.

Over 5250,000.00 in Cash Prizes will
be earned by over 1300 team owners

- Overall Leaders
through September 26th

1

2
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4 Scott Lasky Binghamton, NY 14246
& J.Janas/E. Heise Amherst, NY 14163
g David Siblay Signal Moun't, TN 13952
8
9

10 JaH Kellay

Hockey Free Agents
o that can be claimed after 9AM
on Friday. October 8th and before
1 1PM on Thursday. October [4th
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FANTASY BASKETBALLCHALLENGE

S
: FULL-SEASON and be on your team for games L i
o CHALLENGE . starting Fridav Oct. 13th, : 1?;
1 RonMallagan  Sandose, CA 3909 P D  PlayerTeam Salary Lo
ertanstein . Varnon, G 19  Grant Fuhr, Toronto S2270,000
L NY
3 Banbonnert ™ Newhers OR  g7ey C 108  Adam Oates, Boston $2.230,000 s
5 Barry Packer El Cajon, CA 36758 W 336  Xevin Dineen, Philadeiphia 51,630,000
§ Andrew Dempsey Quakartown,PA 38687 W 428 Jocelyn Lemieux, Chicago s180.000 FOOTBALLs HOCKEY » BASKETBALL BASEBALL
g m smm ﬁ"ﬁpﬁwﬁ Ehil:.’m g%& D 513 A! lairate, Washingrqn 51,730,000 1 - 8 0 0_ 5 63' 6 2 8 8
10 Wm. Boorsma Prairie Villsge, KS 37883 ° 07  RickZomba, St Louis $560,000 - o
' urrent Leagder
MID-SEASON GeT Reany To Bun & Gun '{:""’ ‘ _ in the race for the
CHALLENGE anfg ::Legiﬁm Corvette & $10,000 Cash
Ban Polleane  Westiand Ml 14432 AND WiN Don Hunt, League 113, Phanatics,
C.Woll / C. Miller Broad Brook, CT 14350 $11,300 CAsH Orando. FL 20579 Points

Passing Yards 2581  Receiving Yards 2315

12.72

Tormn Banks Cupertino, CA. 13893 ~ Passing Avg  12.84 Receiving Avg
David Berman Miaml, Pt 1381 CaLL 1-800-568-6288 Rushing Yards 1774 Kicker Scoring 92
R olloy Sioomington, IL 13871 FOR A FREE BROCHURE Rushing Avg 425  Total Scoring 254

Football Free Agents
that can be claimed atter 2 PM
on Tuesdav October | 2th and
before 1 1PM on Sat. October 16th and
be on vour team for week 7 games.
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P IR PlayerTeam Salany
K 25  Greg Davis, Cardinals $1,770,000
@ 111 Troy Aikman, Cowboys 52,270,000
HE 2456  Eric Metcalf, Browns $850,000
RE 255  Harvey Williams, Chiefs §740,000
TE 408  Shannon Sharpe, Broncos 51,140,000
WR 502  Jerry Rice, 49ers $1,980,000
WR 574  Xelvin Martin, Seahawiks $680,000

Overall Leaders thru Week 4

1 Don Hunt Oriando, FL 20579
2 Chris Hartmetxz Independance, KS 20569
3 Michael Wilson St. Louis, MO 20505
4 Paul Benedetto Broocklyn, NY 20346
5 Mark Draxiar Oakiand, CA 20207
6 Dave Anderson Harrisburg, PA 198860

7 Hicks-/ Hardasty / Payne Owensboro, KY 19786
E:lm‘“d F“i M- 1i1'5ﬂ-
Port Angelas, WA 19622
New York, NY 19513

8 Doug Wellins
9 Buckmaster/Jenzan
10 M. Slegal / J. Xeamer
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