Jians Dw’t Improve on Original Mitchell Model
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i likely that the Cleve-
13:?& isilntlian management will
8 ver again try 10 remake or dis-
card Dale Mitchell for the re- e et ,
mainder of his truly remarkable

er. J
mﬁitr:hell isn't an “I told you so”

kind of ball player, but he could
¥ 1s tossing that phrase at a num-
¥ 1or of people today. Because he
I i\ an excellent {eam man, meaning he
keeps his mouth buttoned and does the
psst he can, the only difference be-
 tween Dale now and early in the season
i that he smiles more often, Also,
B it he is again the regular left fielder
B . (e team picked to win the Ameri-
ean League pennant,
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of Mitchell, This was funny, because ri P e B j‘;': iy s ‘.
B (| vas a pretty good job with a steady b B 2 M 5t e
motor and good lines, i s it el i
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In spring training that Mitchell wasn’t & T & ) e BEars
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ause he hit to left and center fields - . A
B o often than to the right. This " | oo ABOUT MID | 4 - T FISALL
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Upset Normal Style

The only thing wrong with the BTN N W e
B ptiempled reformation was it up- RN R TR & ‘*’-’:“F AN -
g set Mitchell's normal batting L o i o iy s ") <
ftyle, which is to slap the ball to : g e O PP ~
| left it the pitch demands that ks e .
d treatment, or pull to right if that 4 [ Rk
stems best. The “pull-the-ball” B d
¥ experiment was dropped after the Tk i
- Fﬂn];ﬂ'as ﬂné}.f bﬂa few days old, and R - \ .
tichell move ck into the leadoff i Ky e e
_ m:lt{t tn;rn third place. Mitchell Credits RD}‘ Deal o ._,,_fi* s
g ¢ didnt mind that interference . ' i b4 Pocs
Ml Irom the brass hats, who were Lou for Detelnpnwllt as Hitter -*x‘i'ir"”
f Doudreau and Coach Muddy Ruel on CLEVELAND, O.—“Roy Deal "‘ *
that oceasion, nearly as much as he did {{ made & hiiter out of me,” Dale -4
B (e next experiment by the director- Mitchell, the Indians’ outfielder,
ule. |I says in explaining his string of ’ >
That was last year when Al Lopez, four .300 marks in his five years ™ - - /
B I tis fAirst year as manager, decided in the majors. N - & )
ﬂ,'ﬂ Rarry Simpson might do more for i | pta_-,red for the Oklahoma - ] A
g Lim in left field than Mitcheil. Simp- Natural Gas club, managed by A (T i
W 0 who had rocked the Pacific Coast Deal in 1642 he said, “Until 2 VRN [+ 7y
ue, was installed in Mitchell's that time, I had a habit of step- P [ § iy 1 g ¢ _ ez h
Pﬁf;:mﬂi the exhibition season began.i| ping away from l:"f P‘m‘-‘fk E‘é‘f T : ‘
e pson is a good prospect, but not ulling the bat with my body.
by year” was Mitchell's only com- [;Jeul. who is a brother of F-ﬂl - +.HOLDING DOWN M AND THE WAY He's
fll:nn;iied“r}ﬁf'“ Simpson made it, Dale Deal, fgrmE'!; e pﬁc:ﬁf; . - HIS REGULAR SroT BEEN RAPPING QuT
15 ever-present pi or aupht me how to sprea
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B . Jomers Last Year As s 12leter man at COMT || Tribe. , 23 Triples in 1949 Reflects |5 e L e eidonce, but the
) IMiiL"hell decided to go all-out Chief High School, near Nor- Forgotten was the fact that Iﬂ-‘.lechel! o . Indian ch-n t£ o Boston o 1 Yhres
Bl [t vear i man. Dale had excelled in base- e brought the Indians to| Mitchell’s Speed on Paths 1ans v 0 vilalck
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Mitchell. 3-Base King. Threatens Records

Coached by Tris Speaker, Dale Stars for Tribe

Picked by Boss as Next ‘ He’s Apple Of BOUd" eau’s Lye

to Hit .400 for Cleveland

First Lesson in Fielding Easy—He Had Wrong Glove;
Left Field Swatter on Outside Pitches, He Kills ‘Ein Inside

By ED McAULEY

Dale Mitchell is off and running. The husky Cleveland outfielder
by way of Oklahoma City may never recalize the qualitied prediction
of Manager Lou Boudreau that, if any Indian ever again hits .400,

his name will be Mitchell

But in the long list of those who would not care to argue against
the thought is Freddie Hutchinson, the veteran Detroit pitcher off
whom Mitchell cullecled five straight hits, a triple, double and three
singles. in the season’'s opening gamc.

Dale naturally did not maintain that pace, but when the club
moved east for the first time he was at the top of the league's aver-

*
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ages with a fancy mark of .406,
representling 13 hits in 32 trips.

But cven if Mitchell never joins the
exclusive company of 400 hitters, he
is a promising candidate for another
important place in the records of the
game. Last year he collected no fewer
than 23 triples.

Offhand, and by comparison with
the home run and doubles totals of the
leaders in those departments, 23 does
not scem like an impressive figure.
But it is exactly three less than the
all-time American League record set
by Joe Jackson in 1912 and duplicated
by Sam Crawford in 1914.

The major league record for triples
in one season is 36, established by J.
Owen (Chiefy Wilson of the Pittsburgh
Pirates, also in 1912,

That Mitchell's performance was no
ordinary accomplishinent is aftested
by the fact that the last American
leaguer to hit 23 triples in one scason
was FEarle Combs, in 1927. Only one
other American leaguer — except, of
course. Jackson and Crawford—shares
the 23-triple total, He was a pretty
fair balsman named Ty Cobb.

Second place in the league last year
was won by Baob Dillinger, who pulled
up at the far turn only 13 times.

Mitchell probably would have set
@ new American League record in
this department if he had not mys-
teriousivy lost the knack during the

month of June, when most good hit-
ters are beginning to find the range.
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Dale, Hit by Truck as hul

Carries Scar as llﬂnmder

CLEVELAND, 0. — Never could
Dale Mitchell say, as could most
big leapruers, that everything has
happened to him except being hit
by a truck.

Dale, at the age of 10, was cross-
ing the road near his home in Col-
ony, Okla., when a truck not only
hit him, but lifted him to the en-
gine hood, The Tribal outfielder
wears a slight scar on his right
cheek as a reminder not to chal-
lenge the highway juggernauts.

|
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In the entire month, he had only one
threc-bagger.

Curiously, Mitchell enjoyed more
success at triple-hitting on the road
than in Cleveland's DMunicipal Sta-
dium, where the distances between the
outficlders would seemm to cnhance his
prospecis. He hitl only eight triples at
home, while gathering 15 on foreign
fields,

Mitchell's emergence as the gume's
leading manufacturer of three-base
hits could not have been forecast by
students of his carlier scasons. In 1947
he had ten, and in 1%48—when he bat-
ted .336—hc collected only eight. Last
vear he hit the 23 mark with a bat-
ing average of J17. The explanation
undoubtedly lies in the fact that enemy

bolivved
to stop  the

managers, early last season,
they had hit on a way
young Redskin:

Early in his career with the Indians,
Mitchell developed a reputation as n
dead left field hitter.  Although he
swings from the left side of the plate,
by far the greater number of his hits
shot past or over the shottstop. He
was  belting outside pitches.

Obviously, the way to halt that sort
of thing was to give him inside pitch-
0s. So the Tribe's rivals tried it—
and made the {ellow not anly o more
Ifﬂ:ﬂumnt hitter, but a more pawerful
| one as well, In the first two weeks of
last seazon, he had a home run over
the fence in right and three triples to
right-center

Just Tries to Meet Ball

“My coach at the Unmiversity
of Oklahoma,” Mitchell explains,
“was a fiirm believer in
{the ball, rather than in trying to
' knock it out of the park. 1 sup.
'pose it was natural, when I first
jcame into the league, for the

!palcherq to throw the ball outside,
Ljust because I'm a lefthanded batter.

When 1 met that sort of piteh, it went
lto the left side of the field, But
i they want to pitch e inude, TH just
‘have to hit 1o right.”
Although Mitchell is one of the maost
| inteiligent, best-educated and articu-
| late of the Indiansg, he 18 at a losy {or
' words 1o explain  either  hia  native
talent with the hat or hiv unprove-
tment in the power department.
C*T still just swing the way I've al-
| ways swung,” he testifies, “Just try-
!mg to meet the ball where iUs pitched
I suppose the longer a {elluw is in the
{ league, the better he getn to know
| opposing  pitchers.  Experience  may
' have helped me. Then, ton, I've had
 three full seasons batting over 300
| That spells confidence. When a hitter
|kn-:}w= he can hit, because the aver-
"ajos say 80, he doesn't worry much
~1r.hen he sleps up to the plate”

Miichell is one of the fastest of the
Redskins—he ran the 10-yard dash in
98 at Oklahuma—and as leadofl man
sels up many early scoring opportuni-
ties which a slower athlete would fird
impossible,

In a 1949 game with the Red Sox, i
| for example, Mitchell, in the -.':r-p-rnma
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DALE MITCHELL

' e r W K e
ITH'r'tmgll‘*‘-‘ he was afrd of killing the

if
nign, the strategy worked and the man.-

"3!105 sp-ell conlidence”
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He’s ‘Not Unusual,’ Says His Missus

CLEVELAND, O.--According to Mis, Dale Mitchell, the most unusuial
thing about her hushand s big lack of the unusual,

“In the ten yems we've heen

et el

savy the attpactive  Mr .

Mitchell, “Dale has been what you might eall a pood, solul citizen,

“I've been waiting for something 1o hap pen. N
“That's whit keeps me intecested”
Dale’s trademark is hia constant pnpe.

at Dale,
mterest i gin rummy.
an opponent in Jun Schleminer,
Journal—and he won't Iet pro.

she Langhied and winkea

. :1--|*. Lier al v hias qullwi e

Last yvear duning spoing townmong, Fee fonnnied hmaedf
'_l..pt_utq |1|I|111|I1|-.| af the -ﬂlkl"” Hl":ﬂ'lﬂ“

Faet is when Sehilemnmer asked Dale to sapeak at an Akpon aparts ban

et last umtnr the Tribe outfielde

setved Dale.

ferdel s T eonddet pefuse, vk

“1 had too much of his petty caoh ™

iAottt ettt a s o

inning, was vl gecond bare, with Larryea total e in the braness ol Lhiaws

Doby on first, Boudreau was at the
plate—~and in a quandary. He duln’
want 1o bunt <o early in the game,

rally
by grounding into a double play, Ten-
tatively, he faked a bunt and ohrerv-
ed  that Vern Stephens, the
shortstop,  was  not holding
close to secand,

Felite hield

“That's all 1 needed o know,” Baud.
reay explained later,
Boudreau Mashied the double  stoal

sger chimaxed it with a smngle wiich
scorm) beth his teammmates

The Cleveland Brain Trust  rates
Mitchell the most improved defencave

performer an the club, znd for travseh !

af thizs advance the orecdit must go o
Tris Speaker, the advisary ennch whao
wotks trelealy every spring with all
the gutlielders,

In Mitchell's case, Spuke had a hig
job to do, for Dale was deficient in
practically every department ol out-

ficling.  In spite of hiv speed, he was
not  an outstanding fy-catchier.  His
judgrment  was erratic. He  cildnt
throw  oither gtrongly or  accurately,
and he had no scund ldeas on ke
subject of fielding ground halls

Today, Mitchell has no  defensive

weaknesses, excrpt an arm  that jue
naturally isn’t as strong ey the wings
posaesed by some gardeners, but even

Boston !

MK oul punners

His mnet sensitional play oeouried
i Besh Laapan's A nochitter aganest
the Tigers. Muchell raced Lo the Jet
fieled corner aned deaped aaonet tha
rtands T ane-Landed atab of n
tdrive |;|'E:nn.:_1.' tieketed fur extra bhases,

[ ] L] L]

First Lesson Easiest

“The first Jeszon I gave Miteh-
el Speaker once told us, Twoas
the casiedt in all iy experienee |
simply told him to get himsell a
glove  He was tryimmg to play the
outheld with an anfielder's mitt ™

(On the personal side, Mitehell
s a el pipe stoking hosbhand
ated father who thinks (Ve abaat tome
he made wine pmpesttan! progress an Log
chomen prafessom Dale startedd fa'e,
munnly lecatise e wanted 1o [inich
his coliege education He steppeed o ff
thg rargeis inta 3k labiriqua Oy
lipenup o 1946 amo) havied 337, Jronang
the Jndians pwar the af  that
catnpaign, he gol inds 11 garmes aned
cearinled an average of 432

Curirmrisly, the Teibe trievl
him bach o Oklabeara Oy o THT,
bat wan foreed 1o recall hon imined;e
ately when (Cangecaaganes gy (han-
dier rermipeded the front ofce tha! the
gome'n G reglationy protubnted such
IR LRER AT 4

Witeiell hecarre a regalar soan witer

the

¢l

tay farm

this is not too great 8 bandicap  Hel his return b the Wigaam an June ol
had ten azsints laxt season, & Agure | VM7, wed flanshed  the year with, an
which suggests that he was far from’ average of Ji6
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