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and, .

Murphy hes learned to be more

By TIM TUCKER

ATLANTA—In this era of designated hitters and other one-
dimensional players, he is amoog the proud minority: The
complete player.

Introductions, please.

Henry Aaron: “I'd say be is probably the best al-round play-
er in either league, probably the most valuable commodity in
baseball right now.” y

Lee Elin: “He is the best player ['ve seen this year.”

Frank LaCorte: “He'd probably lead us right into the Worid
Series . . . if we had him."

Mmmmwmmmamnm
ton Astros relief pitcher LaCorte—not“to mention the rest of
baseball—are talking about 26-yeanold Dale Bryan Murphy of
the Atlanta Braves. There is so much to say about him.

You can talk about Murphy the hitter, the National League
leader in bome runs and runs battéd in most of the season. You
can alk about Murphy the fielder, so polished he has been used
in all three outfield positions this season. You can talk about
Murphy the baserunper, perhaps the Eraves' best

You can talk about his power to the opposite field about his
hitting 12 of his first 28 home runs this year to right Yoo can
talk about his bad experience as a catcher and a first baseman
as an outfielder. You can talk about Hall of
Famer Luke Appling's prediction that, some year, he will hit 70
home runs.

hudpuumnm]kabmtﬂurpﬂylhepcmn.lhtdwplrrﬂh
gious Mormon

Where 1o begin?

Woodrow Wilson High School, Portland, Ore. When the
Braves selected Murphy in the first round of the 1974 amateur

Fiaally, though, the Braves tired of Murphy's rifie arm shoot-

mmmmmmmmmmmm

mrgenrinuay 1979, Murphy became a first baseman in

name only. Hedtvﬂupeﬂaﬁmemmulblﬂwhmw

ing and was in an absolute panic when a ball was hittobhim in a
crucial situation.

Murphy, Hith his 2-year-old son Clud wife

Nancy and infant son Travis at home In Alianta.

nmﬁhﬂtﬂﬂnganﬁdﬂnt.
has put his strong arm to good use in the outfleid.

after ecarly disappol

~About that time,” admits Murphy, now in his fifth big league
season, “1 really felt a little scared that there wasnT a position [
could master.”

Spring training, 1980, West Palm Beach, Fla. Playing left
field in the first inning of the Braves' first exhibition game,

‘Murphy drified back for a fly ball, made a smooth catch and

threw a sirike to the plate. He had found a position be could

spring training that first year,” Bobby Cox,
, Said much later, “Murphy had be-
te outfieider. And within a few moanths, be had
become one of the best in the game.™
* Morphy the Hitter: Hitting to all fields and demonstrating
inproved selectivity at the plate, Murphy has kept his average
between 290 and 320 most of the season. Through September
12, Murphy bad a Naticoal ing 106 RBIs (oo one
else had reached 100 RBIs) and bis total of 35 homers was one
hﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁ!hﬂﬂhﬂmhmﬂl.lud
This is pot the same hitter who struggled so clumsily through
the strikesshortened 1981 season (247, 13 homers, 50 REIs); this

E

_ t5 an even better hitter than the ope who batted 28] with 33

homers and 89 RBIs in 1580. He has backed off the plate slight-
ly, increasing his ability to hit inside pitches. He has learned to
resist the low-and-away breaking balls. He's gone into a deeper
crouch. He's learned to walL

Montreal coach Billy DeMars, a big league batting instructor
for 14 years, says “Right -now, Murphy is swinging the way
you'd want every batter to swing. He's swinging perfect, hitting
the ball everywhere: to left, to center and to right Not too
myp&#&hnﬁemmhmhummmtuﬁmm
way Murphy does.”

Itmﬂbepuintadmtthatﬂurphyhnsnﬂmp&dnﬂmp
this season. From late July to mid-August, the Braves jost 19 of
nmdmmuedmnmmmmeﬂammmwmn
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Complete Player:
Dale Murphy

Hit, Field or Run,
Murf Gets it Done

® Murphy the Fleider: He has played all three outfield posi-

'ﬁunsmhseamleﬂﬁﬂdwhmﬂuﬂﬂuﬂumhm.

cenler when Butler went to the bench and [ater to the minor
right when Claudell Washingion was out of the lineup.
Murphy has the arm for right, the quick jump and loag strides

for center. In three years as an outfielder, he has misjudped no -

more than a hall-dozen balls, .

® Morphy the Baserunner: This may be Murphy's least rec-
ognized skill, but be’s as proficient in this phase of the game as
in the others. By Labor Day, be had 17 stolea bases in 25 at-
temnpts. Moreover, he makes a habit of going from first to third
on singles, on a teamn that sometimes confuses recklessness
with aggressiveness on the bases, he has perhaps the best judg-
ment of anyone.

“What's really special about him.” Aaroo says, "is that he
knows how 10 run Lhe bases He gets up his speed, and be
Imuwswhalh.ﬁtamhmuuam If be tries for a base, you know
he’s going to make it”

- The most complete piayer in the league? Murphy's name
persistently s mentioned with two others Moatreal’s Dawson
and Philadelphia’s Schmidl And thus seasoq, clearly, Murpby is
having the best overall season of the three,

Most Valuable Player? The campaign has starfed. Atlanta
Manager Joe Torre gives this campaign speech: “Aside from
being prejudiced because he's one of my players. [ don think
anyone could argue with the choice of Murf as MVP."

Phil Niekro, a teammate, adds his endorsement. “1f you wanl
my vote for MVP right now, it's Murphy, no question about it. [f
he keeps going. there is no way anyone can think differenuy.”

Washington, another teammate, says: “He is having an
MVP-type season. We are riding on the Murf. Last year, he just
sort of waved through the ball | had the feeling he was hur
last year. Maybe bis hand, maybe his back, something. But |
never konew thal, because MurT doesnT talk that muc
(Murphy won acknowledge any injury as part of hi
last season.)

Amidst the accomplishments and the accolades, Murphy re-
mains disarmingly modest. You must heed the words of others.
Murphy speaks softly, humbly.

“I've been humbied by this game too many times to get over-
Iy excited,” he says ~You can get on a roller coaster. But I've
been with the Braves four years and it's time [ start doing
what people have been saying I'm capable of doing.

“1 really dont pay that much attention lo personal stats
Maturaily, | want to have a good year, but it won't mean much
il we don't win Lhe pennant™

As for the differences between the 1981 Murphy and the 1882
Murphy, as for his sudden propensity for hitting to all fields, be
says 1 can really explain what I'm doing up there. | try, |
really do, but it just doesp seem like you can ever pul what
goes oo in your mind in the batter's box into words.

“Confidence, | guess, is the name of the game Last year, |
didnt really 4o anything. and it's hard (o stay coafident when
youTe not doing anything. | pever had doubts about my ability
to play the game. [ was just not happy, just disappointed, about
the seasgn | bad If you are out there doubiing yoursell, you
woa't be successful”™

Off the field, Murphy can oaly be described as the kid you'd
always hoped your daughter weuld marry. His vocabulary goes
to no extremes beyond “gee whiz™ and “od, golly.” He doesn?
drink or smoke He often apologizes to reporters for not being
“more colorful” in postgame interviews. A National League
AllStar outfielder in 1980 and |982, be always has been an
allstar buman being His sincerity cannot be questioned

“It's nice (o be called the All-American boy, but guys have all
kinds of images,” Murphy says. “1 just live life the way
that is right 1 feel everybody bas faults, and the pame
of the game is to improve yourseif.”

Faults? Dale Murphy? Name one. ~

“Well, [ tend to eat too much.™ hemys.'ldm‘ttatlah:m_
them (his fauits), but we all have things to work on.”

Synopsis: A smooth, quiet, graceful, power-hitting outfielder.
However premature, however unfair, there is Lbe Inevitable
comparison.

“Well,” said Joe Torre, manager of the Braves, “you saw
Henry Aaron play in Atlanta, He pever got the credit he de-
served as an outfielder because he did everything so effortess-
ly. Murphy plays the game the same way. He never makes a
mental mistake

“T don't think he is going to be a superstar. I think he 5 right
now.”

—
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Dale Murphy
season began word of Mack and Rickey, the teachings of
history and his comfort suggest this may be the most dy-
namic season for Murphy. He is happy, at peace and at a
physical peak. '

After coasecutive le.hnn'i League Most Valuable Player
awards and the notewarthy accomplishment of being the onty

“It's very possible that Dale Murphy could be entering his
best years™ former San Francisco manager Frank Robinson

When Mack or Rickey struck upon this idea that the six
finest years of a player's career begin at 28, he may have been
thinking of Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig They were the first to
provide significant evidence in its support

In the seasons before turning 29, Ruth had 238 homers and
760 runs batted in. In his prime, he had T8 fewer at-bats but 40
more homers and 32 more RBIs. Gehrig matched that improve
ment, going from an average of ooe homer every 17 at-bats to
one every 152 during his prime<time seasons.

Changes in the game must be factored into the experi
ence of Ruth and To befter understand what awaits
Murphy, consider the advances of more recent players.

There also bave been changes in the game that cannot be
factored into the analysis, and most piayers do oot fit neatly
into this equation. What is ! is that the age- rule
fits pearly all of the game’s recent titans

« Roberto Clements increased his batting average from a
pre-29 level of 303 to 330 while hitting 19 more domers and
driving in only 11 fewer ryns in 1,236 at-bats,

® Reggie Jackson's average also rose between the periods,
from 2635 to 281. More significantly, be improved from
one homer every 17.1 at-bats to one every 16

e Mickey Mantle could not maintain his average,

from 311 to 296 But his bomer (16.7-t0-
13.2) and REI (3.740-5) ratios poticeably improved

¢ Pete Rose averaged 308 and woo one batting
title before reaching 29. In the pext six years, he
averaged 311, won two batting tittes and began a march that
ended with him named the player of the decade for the 19708

¢ Frank Robinson's oumbers do not reflect how his career
changed In 1866, the Cincinnati Reds thought a 30-year-oid
Robinson was spenl_and traded him to Baltimore for Mil
Pappas Robipson won the AL MVP award hus first year with
the Orioles, and they finished first in six of the pext nine years

¢ Because the course of Mike Schmidls career so closely
mirrors that of Murphy, bis experience s particularly teiling
He has ope year remaining in his prime time, bot be already
has given evidence to sApport this theary. [n the first phase of
his career, Schmidt had 190 bomers He has equaled that total
during this stage in 654 fewer at-bats His ratio of REIls per

—DALE MURPH

After a peaceful spring,
slugging his way

this Braves’ star is
'to a productive peak.

at-bat s also much bén:r 574048

Schmidt also won two MVYP awards after turning 29. His per-
formance has given the most dramatic display of bow Lhe
game's elite find their level at this time. '

] think my peak years came when | reached 28 or 28." said
Henry Aaron. the Braves’ director of player development who
won three home-run tities and also had betler power totals
during what proved to be an offensively deficient era.

“They should be the peak years. My knowledge of baseball,
the things | knew best, had improved then It depends on the
player, but in Murphy's case | would say (lhese should be the
peak years),” Aaron said ~It's because be's kepl himseil in
such great condition. He's like a Cadillac. He's streamlined He

knows now what be can and can't do and what it akes”

the
A year ago, he already was frarried and
diffculties that awaited him

too worried, and you cant do anything when you're worried.”

Murphy recails going home, staring at walls and
“What am | doing 1o myssi?” He painfully recalls the Aupust
night when he batted ahout a piastic water cooler after striking
out against Los ' Ken Howell It was the fiercest display
of Murphy's temper most observers could remember.

“Every time | got out there, if | didnt do something
I was a failure,” Murphy sald. “It's too hard to plaiy under those
conditions. It was frustrating, and | hadn been frustrated for a
coupie of years. | learned that | need to control myself a little
more. It doesnt make life enjoyable il you're impatient with
yoursell.”

He emerged from that crucible a far wiser performer, which
may be the secret Lo why s0 many performances improve be-
yond age 2. Murphy alresdy had made himeeif into a befter
player before last year. The education of Dale Murphy, bowey-
er, needed last year (0 be more complete

“The biggest thing to me is the attitude now,” Murphy said
"Last year was 8 good learning experience for me because |
learned the value of having a good 162-game attitude. [T takes a
few years to acquire that You have to go through the ups and
downs (o learn that -

“Look at Brad (Komminsk). He's 24 When you're that age,
you're still trying 1o find out what you're able to do, and you
dont really know. You experiment a loL I've been through
that | know now what | need to do, what | can do.”

In the past two years, Murphy has used the same model bat

That may seen meaningless. but previously he Shanged bat

stytes regulariy. : -
“11 takes a few years to figure this game out.” be sajd “T'm

at a point where | don do too much experimenting agy-
more. ['ve been through my swing my
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return of Bob Horner to the Braves’ lineup.

A cursory review hints that Murphy already has
overcome any phobias about playing without Horner
in the lineup Murphy pulled away from the

field in ‘B3 with a strong September, a month

which Horper was sidelined Horner played
games last year and was again unable to

Murphy in the lineyp, but Dale produced notewor-

thy statistics anyway. )

“Having & guy like him has to belp soybody,”
Murphy said “] bave to say be belps, but ity hard to teil bow
much | donl always know if they're pitching around me be-
cause I'm a free swinger. | definitely think we peed him. Hes a
key ingredient we all peed, oot just me Having him in the
lineup is a comforting thought.™

It also will aid Murphy significantly. He may oot be able to
gauge his hitting with and without Homner io the lineup, but it is
evident to others.

"] definitely think he tried o do too much when Horper
wasnt there.” sajd Robinson, the Giants' manager from 198]-
84. “We knew (hat without Horner (o worry about, we could
pitch Murphy diff . We only, had to worry about him each

( on Page 13, Coinman 1)
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Negotiating Tool?

Fehr Says Pla yers Stﬂke Auﬂmnzaﬂan Vota Will Move Omrers to 7' alks

By MURRAY CHASS

NEW YORKE—Sometime in late May or early
Fehr, the acting executive director of the Major League Play-
ers Association, will make his sacond 1885 tour of major league
teams He will meet with the players, mast likely two teams
a time, and he will disctes with them the results of the associa-
ton's stody of the detailed financial information it has reqoest-
ed from the owners. Fehr also wiil take a strike-authorization
VOie,

“1 expect the results of that vote to be a loregone concly-
sion,” F&rnﬂ'ﬁcrﬂﬁmmhdmmuﬂtmdm

"

Fehr did not say the strike vote would inciude a deadiine
More likely, that wiil be left to the piayers’ executive board to
decide. Hqwever, given the boardS ability to take such action

on short notice, the players hope the ewners will act with

gregter speed {n their approach to negotiations.

Lee MacPhail the owners' chie! pegotiator, said be would
pufututmaphmwunnmmnmum
“We understand the significance of it™

The players have been careful to avoid strike talk since the
negotiations for 8 new collective bargaining agreement began,
but the prevailing beile! is that if they were (o strike, their
action would come same time In Seplember, when a sirike
would thresten the postseason games thai provide lucrative
television revenue for the owners.

There wiil, however, be [ots of malk before that siage is

reached if it is reached Most of the tmlk apparently will be
about the clubs' finances. A! a pegotiating session April 17, the
frst tull-committes meeting since the series of spring{training
sessions in Florida, Arizoos and California, the players asked
for the ciubs’ financial information

Al the same time, they said talks possibly could be suspended
ummmmsmmummmmmm

—The Flght

{Coatinoed From Page 1)

knocked oyt Roberto Duran in two rounds and Fred Hutchings
in three in his previous two bouts. But if they thought they were
going to exploit the disparity in styles, they were wrong

“His track record is that be's a quick starter,” Hagler said.
“He likes to establish his game plan early in the fight. | couldn®
let him do that”

So Hagler warmed up longer than usual in the dressing
room and, once the bell sounded, charged at Hearns in viols-
tion of the wisdom be had acquired in 13 years as a profession-
al boxer. "We knew Marvin Wwas going to get biL.” said Goody
Petropelll, who manages and trains Hagler along with his
brother, PaL “But we also knew his chin.”

And Hagler did get hit—and hit bard A coupte of tmes in
the first round he was stopped in his tracks by Hearns' right

—Dale Murphy

{Continoed From Page 1) )
time around, and that helped Having Horner for & full year has
to make him even better.”

What does Murphy envision from Lhis season? After hitting
five homers and driving in 14 runs in the first seven games,
could be hit 50 bomers, drive in 140 rumandmmruutbu
dimension of success?

“l have some experience, and | should be abie to draw on
that and be mare productive ™ Murpby said ~1 shoyld be abie to
produce more consistently at this stage of my career. | should
be able to belp out oo & more consistent basiv | shouldn be so
up and down.”

Those steep rises and falls—Murphy went from being
benched because of his troubles in July last year to probably
the league's most dominant player in the final six weeks—are
what he must eliminate to grab this moment. Aaron says
Murphy “canm? be much better as a compiete player.”

But Aaroa adds that Murphy could "be a befter hilter by
avoiding those siumps be has ™

Certnin stumps are inevitable Murphy's long swing keads 10
strikeouts (134 last year) and vanishes at times for days. Man-
ager Eddie Haas suggesied a subtie change this spring. howev-
er, that may belp.

In the past three years, Murphy took former manager Joe
Torre's suggestion of hitting to right feid to an extreme Hass
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the association to study the data and discuess it with the players
The players’ represeatatives, though, beld out the possibility
that talks could resume during the study period (f the owners
changed their approsch to the talks, and MacPhail later indi

cated that such a change would be forthcoming

hand Bul be npever appeared startled. and the champion never
took a backward step.

“There was a lof of risk nvoived,” Hagler said the morwing
after the fight ~But | feit | could take anything he had Like |
said before the fight, he would have to hit me with the ring post
to knock me out” ,

il Hearns managed to open a cut gver Hagler's right eye
in the first round, and he gave no ground uniil the final 10
seconds, when a straight right band by the champion sent him
reeling backward Hagler had accomplished what be had et
out o do, take command ~[ hated to hear that bel]l ring. ™ be
said. *1 didn want to give him the time to rest and get himself
together.”

Hagler's mctics did not change in the second round But
Hearns tried to dance oyt of harm’s way, [0 use his three-inch

steered Murphy back to pulling the ball more, with the thought
that his overpowering streogth stll will allow him to hit
homers to right fieid

© “He's hifting the ball hard, and when a big man hits the ball
hard, somathing's going (o happen,™ Hass sajd.

The benefits of this approach showed in the first week Ino his
first 27 at-bats, Murphy had five bomers—({our (o left fleld—and
oniy two strikeouts. His start was speiliSinding

“He's the greatest hitter ['ve ever seen ™ said teammate Ken
Oberkiedl

“He looks as good as anybody's ever looked,” said 5an
Diego's Jerry Royster, a teammate for Lhe previous ssven
vears “He looks s0 confident. It's bard to believe he could ever
do anything wroag with the way be's going ™

“I'd give back half my salary (0 be hitting in froat of him,”
Padres calcher Terry Kennedy sald -

“You don't challenge him.” Cincinnali pitcher Mario Solo
said. “Even if he's O-for-20, you dont challenge him.~

Eventually, Murphy's current streak will die, although no
one could sugges! when When it does, Murphy stll will go
about his prime task

“I've had a couple good years, but a lot of players have a
coupie good years” Murphy said “My goal is o have a good
career, and | haven't gotten there yet™

He has come to the brink [t &5 prime time for Dale Murphy.

of the data, by the scoounting
would take 8 mocth to six weeks. Alter they review the resuits
of the study, he added, they will decide bow many clubs they
want to audit on an individual basis, anywhere from coe 1o 28
“We'l consult with the professional people, ™ Fehr explained,
"and find out what else we have to &0 in a ressonable and
efficient fashion to get & complete picture of everything and
make sure we understand I that takes suditing
mnrmm:nmtn‘llm if they say do four or six or 10,
that's what well do.”
Meanwhile, the status of the pegotiating sessions will depend

the ideas we have (0 rescive it well go beck and

and see whal that prodoces. Bul so far they have been unwill
ing to do that We're not going to engage in more
between now and when we have finished meeting with the
players.”

In response to Fehr's remaris, MacPhail said “1 doot see
any reason why we couldnt stale talking about why we
we have (hese problems and what we might be able to do about
them We'd be prepared to do that ™

The owners introduced their so-called financial probiems

cial obligations and franchise sales.”

MacPhail said the owners were “anxious (0 Tooperaie by
giving information as prompily as possible.” However, be
added (hat the owners wouldn necessarily give the players
everything they asked for. “There may be some iniormation

we feel isn1 appropriate. We'll give them everything within
reason they asked for.”

agvantage in reach. He was successful only sporadically.

gler fairly leaped at him, backing him into the ropes and
throwing hooks with both bands. “His corner people were tell
ing him to box,” Hagler said, “but | couldn let him do that ™

Hearns managed to open another cut oo Hagler's forehead,
and blood greamed down the champion's face Early in the
third round, Steele looked at a fresh flow of blood from that
spot and led Hagler to the ring apron to be examined by Dr.
Donald Romeo.

“He asked me If | could see.” Hagler said. ~1 said, “Yeah, |
can see’ But | realized right there | had to work quicker. I'm
not afraid of blood [n fact it turns me on. Wrns me (pLo ﬂ:n
bull.”

That bull soon finished Hearns with a lunging right to (he
side of the head, followed by two lesser shots as Hearns stood
glasyy-eyed and unstieady.

Afterward, Hearns said he didn1 plan to stug it out with
Hagler ~] had to becauss Marvin was running right at me."~
said Hearns, who weighed 1384, half a pound more than
Hagier. “1 kad to protect myself.”

And Hagier feit-he had to profect himseil from the uncer-
tainty of a decision in Las Vegas His first bsd for a world ttle
ended in a controversial draw against Vito Antuofermo here in

=

1979, Four years later, be scored a narrow [3round decision

over Duran bere and discovered aflterward, to his surprise, thal
he had been trailing on the judges’ cards through i3 rounds
Even in mauling Hearns, there was the potential for dismay.
Although fudges Herd Santos and Harry Gibbs gave the first
two rounds to Hagler, judge Dick Young inexplicably had
Hearns (eading, 20-18, entering the third round

“I'm tired of these crary decisions,” Hagler said ~1 wanted
to open Vegas wide opes. How sweet il isi™

Indeed, Hagier had realized all his goals. He had improved
his record to 61-2-2, retained his litle and, more significantly,
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Murphy Powers
Braves’ Cimb

ATLANTA—Last year, Dale Murphy was among the Nation-
al League leaders in only one category: strikeouts. Otherwise,
be had to look far down the statistics (o find his pame. _

Now, the name jumps out among the ledders in runs batted
in, home runs, slugging percentage, runs scored, doubles, and
— - Murphy, the Atlanta Braves' consummate

tional League in all those categories afier 25
games—first in REls (26), tied for second in
home runs (B), second in slugging percentage
DPav3is| (646), tied for fourth in runs scored (18), tied
= for fifth in doubles (6) and tied for second in
walks (16). : :

1 look at the stats once in a while, just to see where things
stand,” Murphy admitted, almost sheepishly. “But it's oot some-
thing I do every day.

“It's so early.” he pointed out. “It's not really something that
gels me excited.™

His start, though, has excited the Braves, who watched
Murphy struggle aimlessly through last season. Could this
year's Dale Murpliy be the same Dale Murphy who fought s0
clumsily at the plate last season?

Consider: In just 25 games this season, Murphy drove in
more than half as many fups as he did all of last season (50).
He was over halfway to his 1981 home run total (13). He was
halfway 1o last season's tptal in doubles (12) and almost hall-
way "to his 1981 output ip runs scored (43). He already bad
matched last year's total of game-winning REIs (three). He
alsd was far ahead of bis 81 pace in walks (44 last season).

*  But perhaps the most impressive statistics on Murphy were
these: He reached base in 24 of the Braves’ first 25 games and
was hitting 500 (13-for-26) with runners in scoring position.

. Teammate Claudeil Washington digested all these stats, in-
cluding a batting average that hovered between .280 and 300,
‘and said: “Murphy is baving an MVPtype season”

An explanation, obviously, is demanded. How has the

Murphy of 1981 evolved into the Murphy of 1982, who looks
even better than the Murphy of 1980 (2281, 13 bomers, 89 RBIs)?

“] cant tell any difference,” said Murphy, never overly ana-
iytical, “except that Fm getting more hits™

There is a difference, though. To meost cbservers, it is ap-
parent .

Last season, Murphy at times seerned obsessed with pulling
the ball, other times obsessed with hitting to right field. The
word was confused. Now, he is hitting the ball where it is

pitched, using all fields. His fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth

home runs of the season went to left, right. center and Tight,
" respectively. SR

Manager Joe Torre said: “The one thing we told him this
spring was that pitchers couldn't get him out consistently if he
hit to all fields.™ _

At times last season, Murphy also took one or two strikes,
then swung at anything—often a low-and-away breaking ball
that nobody could hit. This year, he is taking fewer strikes and
resisting the garbage that manhandied him last year. - ;

“Oh, yeah, I see the difference,” said Washington. “Last
year, Murphy took a lot of pitches, and when he swung, it
wasn't an ive swing. .He just sort of waved through the

AgEressive )
ball I thought he was burt iast year. Maybe his hand, maybe

his back, something But I never knew that, because Murphy

doesn't talk that much. (Murphy can explain last season, but

. says there were no secre! injuries.)
"“ﬁis'sthet?penfyﬂrlpﬂdicmmwmﬂdhaﬂhﬂ
séason,” Washington added. “If-he'd done this last year, we'd
have been doing this (winning) then, 100.”

If Murphy keeps this up, & solid case be made for him as

the league's best allround outfielder, with the pessible excep-.
ve player, not

tion of Andre Dawson. Il is Murphy, the
Murphy the defensive player, now on trial.
For the past two seasons, Murphy has proved he can play
defense with the best outfielders in the league. And for all of his
offensive heroics this season, he stood out just as much in the
field, taking away singles with diving catches, home runs with

leaping catches, sacrifice flies with accurate and authoritative

« throws. He has played all three outfield positions this season,
but lefl field now is his regudlar spoL )
Question from an out-of-town reporter 1o Torre: ~Is-Murphy

one of the best players.in the game?™ Torre's reply: “He's going -

‘In that direction. He's only 26, and he shouldn be in his prime
until hes 28 0r 30. °

~ “He's hitting to all fields; he can hit the ball over any fence:

he has a good body for an athiete in that he doesn carry extra

weight; be has better than average speed; be's a good defegsive’

player; he has a great arm.” That just about covers it
. Wigwam Wispe Shortstop Rafael Ramirez had 13 hits in the
. Braves' first'eight games and nine hits in the pext 17 contests.
Over ope stretch, he was 8-forS58 (.153) after starting out 13-for-

az{.us},mnnmngmunmwmwﬂumm..._

outfielder, was among- the top five in the Na- -

Murphy's eighth home run was the 100th of his career. . .. Phil
Niekro got his first win on May 3. the Braves' 18th victory of
the season. Most fans found it incredible that the Braves got off
to suckast a start without their longtime ace, but Niekro said:
“One pitcher doesat win games for you. Nine or 10 do. These
guys can play.” : |
Torre was giving increased playing time to catcher Biff Po-
coroba. Bruce Benedict was in 8 2-for-27 slump. . .. Joe Cowley.,
after aflowing just six runs over 20 inoings in his first four
starts, was pounded for eight runs in 314 innings by Pitisburgh.

TIM TUCKER
E.Eﬁi .

Spray Hitter Miner
[
Reds’' New Regular
CINCINNATI.—Davey Concepcion watched Eddie Milner
play winter ball in Venezuela each of the last two years The

Cincinnati Reds' shortstop was impressed with what he saw of
the 26-year-old rookie outfielder.
Young Milner opened Concepcion’s eyes last winter when

he batted 305 and swiped 35-bases in 40 attempts. S0 when

Concepcion arrived in the Reds’ camp this spring, he had some
advice for Manager John McNamara. .

“Keep an eye on Milner,” Concepcion told McNamara. “He
can b€ a very exciting player.”

Concepcion figured that with Dave Collins gone. Milner
would be ideal in the leadoff spot.

“Milner will have to win the job,” McNamara replied

It wasnt until April 20, the opener of a three-game series in
Atlanta. that Milner replaced Ronnie Oester as the leadofT hit-
ter. He's been there ever since. - :

McNamara says Milner will remain in the leadoff siot so

- leng as be produces.

Milner interprets that to mean the rest of the season. He

doesn't think his success is beginner's luck.
“I've always been a confident hitter,” said Milner, who bat-

. ted .287 and stole 26 bases for Indianapolis (American Associa-

tion) last year.

Milner rapped four hits in his debut in the leadoff spot He
had his second four-hit game when the Reds toppled 5. Louis,
51, in the first game of a May 2 doubleheader at Riverfront
Stadium.

After collecting a single, double and a triple his first three =~

at-bats, he didn'l have to be reminded he had a crack al the
cycle when he stepped to the plate for his final appearance.
“Bul.” said Milner, “the Cards had changed pitchers since |

last batted. I saw that efthander (Dave LaPoint) out there

and | decided to try to go up the middle with a pitch.™

Milner did just that. settling for a single to center instead of
a homer. '

Ted Kluszewski, the Reds’ batting instructor, convinced
‘Milner a couple of years-ago that there arent many 511, 170
pound home run hitters. That's when Milner began spraying
pitches to all fields instead of trying to pull them to right.

Right now Milner's concentrating on improving his stroke.
Once he's confident he has it down pat, he plans to work on his

 bunting- .

] get a good jump out of the batter's box. I've got good
speed. Why not capitalize on it?” Milner said.

1 batted third at Indianapolis so 1 didn have too many
opportunities to bunt.” said Milner. “My job as leadof! hitter is
to get on base as often as possible. Eventuaily, I'd like to haye
enough confidence in my bunting to drop one down &t least
once gvery game.” i

When«Milner went to spring training, he knew that his op-

'y
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21st choice in the June, 1976, amateur draft. And, as he pointed
out, “Cincinnati is close to my bome in Columbus. ™

When Milner opened the season with the Reds, he anticipal-
ed playing caly in late innings. His big chaace came when Clint
Hurdle went o the bench with a .172 batting average.

Defensively, Miiner {eeis at home in any outfield position
He played all three of them May | against the Cands, winding
up in center field.

“I can recall ever doing that before,” the young outfielder
remarked. .

- Milner also has a good arm. He displayed that when be
charged Terry Publ's single to right May 4 against Houstoo and
threw out Kiko Garcia, attemnpting to score from second.

Red Hots: Mario Sofo, who didnT get much hifting support in
his first five starts, picked up his first victory when the Reds
thumped the Cards, 10-1. 5010 helped his cause by collecting
two hits. But he made the mistake of a trying to bunt for a third
hit with the Reds holding a big lead in his [ast at-bal. When the
next pitch whizzed near Soto's head, he headed toward the
mound as the benches emptied. “1 just wagted three hits®k
wasn't trying to embarrass anyone,” said Sotd. . . .
tore upped his record tg°31 with an 82 victory over the Cards
Aprd 30. . . . Charlie Leibrandt picked up his first victory asthe
Reds beat the Cards, 51, in the first game of the May 2 double-
header. . . . Joe Price, substituting for an ailing Bruce Berenyi,
started the second game and yielded only one firt<inning run
while striking out eight before tiring after six innings. Il was
the longest the relief pitcher had worked since 1980. “No, |
don plan to usé Price as a starter,” said McNamara. “He's too
vajuable in the bullpen.”

“The master is back,” commented pitching coach Bill
Fischer after Tom Seaver teamed with Tom Hume to notch bis
first victory of the season May 4 against the Astros at River-
front Stadium. Seaver was set back by a muscle pull and a
respiratory infection. “He just needed time to fine-tune his con-
trol and location.” said McNarnara. “That was vintage Seaver.”
Seaver blanked the Astros with two hits through six innings. He
retired after he was nicked for a run in the seventh,

The weather was warming up and so was Cesar Cedeno’s
bat. His three hits May 4 boosted his average to 288 “] was
never wormied.” said Cedeno. “1 know I'm pot a-250 hitter. If
baseball was always played in cold weather, | wouldn be in
the game. When the temperature is below 60, I'm dying.”

EARL LAWSON

/7Zs| Young Relievers
7| Faiing Dodgers

LOS ANGELES—Terry Farster is the grand old man of the
Los Angeles Dodgers’ bullpen, though at age 30, he hardly looks
the part. :

Still. he's five years older than any of the Dodgers’ other
relievers. What's more, he recorded every one of his first 100
saves in the majors before three of his four bullpen mates ever
set fool on a big league diamond.

All of which may explain a little about some of the Dodgers’
bullpen problems the first month of the season.

Manager Tom Lasorda says again and again, “They're
young. bul we have confidence in them. They've gol good arms.
They can throw. They're just going through a rough -

Rough hardly says it. During one dreadful stretch, the buil
pen managed to blow a lead five times ip five appearances,
permitting the stagpering sum of 17 earned runs in 1034 in-

RIAES.
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VP Murphy

Stays Humble

WEST PALM BEACH, Fh—lm:mdihh Dale Murphy is still

'ImEm

ﬁtﬂm#ﬂnntnhmphwtuslgnautogmpﬂﬂspﬂng
training? Dale Murphy.
Tbemiyﬂmutnpnyhismhackmﬁmuhuﬁmrﬂa
L

N.L. WEST

- The most humble. «unpretenﬂuus Brave?
| Still Dale Murphy. -

Huitheﬂathnnl League's Most Valuable
Player and the fourth highest paid player in
baseball history, Murphy brings to this spring-

- % th! in
. whenhemalﬂ-ymddmmlugueﬂtchuinmdutan
_ _AllL-Star center fielder.

This is vintage Murphy: -

lMﬂMuﬂnpﬁM}'Mﬂiﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬁ-
son, Murphy reported to camp five days early “because I have
*so much room for improvement ., andtta!waysmhumun

-Heﬁ:wmm&nmummmtﬂm“dmudwkmﬂ
manmdtheﬂaﬂﬂFamehumuMmh'ﬂnmﬂrmm

u&t#urhi:ﬁrﬂswingnﬂh
openlng workout, Murphy spotted a reporter, grinned and
asted,"wut'supwim Herschel?” He was referring to Hers
“chel Walker, the University otﬁeurg,m runnlug back who domi-
nates headlines in the state. .
Somehow, a Most Valuabie Player award and the n::mmpn:b
ying hoopla should change a person, shouldnt it? - :
“1 don't feel like a different persunuraﬁlﬂerentplayer

_mweekmgetmysuinghackf'

. ‘Murphy said. “1 just feei like the same old guy coming to spring

training.
.“I think someéthing like being Most valuable Player of the

Nationa) League doesn't sink in until you're not playing. Other -

guys had MVP years, but they weren't on teams that got the

we did. It's kind of a hard feeling to describe. it'sa
great honor, huttl‘sh&rdtulmkatmrsellandﬂr.'l‘mmt
most valuable player.’ [ cant do that.™

The winter after an MVP summer, Murphy said, “was pretty -

much like most off-seasons.”
He got no calls about commercial endorsements and snlln-
ited none. “Nothing has come up,” he sald, “and 1 haven't

- jooked for asything like that, really. If it happens, it would be a

—our-0n-Was born.-

—mm*uurphfﬂii“ll'smrmmmnm
no big deal at the hospital. They just see us and say, ‘Here |

_ nice-thing. a compliment, great. But I'm not dlsppointe;l it

hasn't happened.”
He attended more banquets than usual, but as aiways, only

", those that did not interfere with family life. “We had our third

boy in Decetnber, so with two kids and (wife) Nancy pregnant,
1 cut off a lot of stuff,” he said. “I had a lot of opportunities to go
places right after last séason, but I mostly stayed home until
in-Ianuary-and-February 1-attended a few
banquets. I wanted to do that. Whenpenplemi tnhnnurm
you want-to accommodate them if you possibly can.”™
Even when he ‘went to Pledmont Hospital with Nancy for the
delivery of their-third child, he was treated as a familiar face,
not an MVPLype celebrity. “Oh, they're ge mdmumlir;
Years, 50

mme the Murphys agalin . . . must be having baby.' ™
Murphy, his wife and three sons are now in West Palm

* Beach. He arrived just

“] teel like everyspring is starting over. We started last year
. optimistically, and 1 think this year we're optimistic again. We
mwamﬁaywmmmingmmmhthmwe

- 1y, M’lmummgmmhuthnmmwﬂ

m*.*"m“.wwwwmm
oft, t How many times
last séason {134)? I'd like to cut down on that. And I know it's
Mtnbelmherclmem

hh-ud:;r Hurphylsudtad.'hse:cited.“henﬁ “as when |
pmuamnﬂenndmyedmmehtﬁngmem

as early this year as last, when he was
-*’nomluuﬂn.ﬂfl%umer 50-RBI disaster of a season. :
2 "Hlprohahlycumednwnhmuﬂymyurunﬂlmyms-
" are in school and cant come with me,” he sald.

Dale Murphy . .. A humble hero.

2| Scloscla Sent Back
7 | To Basic Training

VERO BEACH, Fla.—The first day in camp, Mike Scioscia

. caught 62 pitches in a row before dropping one. The next day,

he caught 88,
“When he gets to lm,“saidLusAngﬂesDndgmhihnager
Tm Lasorda, “I'm buyin' him a gold watch.”

It's doubtful that Scioscia ever will seethe watch—not that
he won't catch 100 pitches. It's just that when it comes to pay-
ing off bets, Lasorda is the original artful Dodger. The Dodgers
plan to reestablish Scioscig as the catcher he was two years
ago and they're doing it one step at a time, heglm:mg at sqﬁue
one: catching the ball.

“Mike developed some bad habits last year, 50 wé're gnln.g

back to the basics,” explained Lasorda. “He was in the wrong |
position 1o catch the ball, so he had trouble thrnmn.g out run-

ners, and he had too many passed balls.” .

Says Vice-President Al Campanis: “We were disappointed
more with his recelving than we were his hitting (Scioscia hit
-only 219 in 1982 after hitting 276 the year before). He's an ~
axcellent signalcaller, he's excellent atstagging runners, but -
we‘vtgnthimanapﬂgramsnhecannnpmeaunrmﬂ
catching.”

Scioscia will catch 100 pitches every day of spring’ uaining.
practice his glove work and his release throwing the ball. He'll
also work with weights, jump rope and spend 15 minutes each
day on & punching bag.

A punching bag?

“It's to improve my hand speed,” Scioscia sald of the drill

. concocted by trainer Bill Buhliler. ] had a bone bruise on my

catching hand last year, | was catching thé ball all wrong and it
led to so many bad habits.”

The Dodgers werent convinced that Scloscia could over-
come these bad habits, so, over the winter, they made a pitch
for another catcher. They tried to pry loose Tony Pena from
Pittsburgh. Then they went for Texas' Jim Sundberg during the
winter m @ deal that was completed, then aborted when
the Dodgers and Samﬁberg cnuldn't get tugemer 0n & new con-

" tracL

That deal still is simmerinm but Scinﬂln {sn't concerning
himself with rumors.
“lcaﬂwrryamhmusethm'smlnglmdnm
it anyway,"” he says. “I know I can do the job, I just had an off
yur!knw&ls.hnnutgélugmbuﬂctup” if they get

'Sundﬁergl’mnutaoingtumtmﬂlarmndthmenrtw

- years until he retires. ] want to play.”.

During the winter, Scioscia talked with his manager at Alhn-
‘querque (Pacific Coast), former major league catcher Del
_ Crandall, and mugmmmmmmmm
. "great Roy Campanelia.

“Cfandall hﬂpedm&.aﬁdtampyls.m wlthmﬂoumnrk
;andgeuingridulmm”scimhmﬂ. . g

Mdmkﬂphﬁﬂh—mmmhm;wﬁlm

Pulcnuru—mthe pitchin;g muc]:l.ine uchgnrmm

“takes his 100
“Get hiscnnﬂdm:e up,” Lasorda whispered to Avila, “but
whenhageunpmﬁﬂar?ﬂ.ymuﬂulmdmup .-nr:mu'ﬂ
. be buying that watch.”
mmmwmmm&mmnm

ryeaﬂmmanmﬂmum:wmmenndgu:mpmﬂ

‘ that several Braves’ regularstmkpartmspﬁngdrﬂlsa:aﬁme

wh&nmwpltchmmdm:hmmmppmdtuumm'
“We just wanted 1o clarify the rules,” said Executive-Vice-Pres-
ident Fred Claire, denying that the blew the whistle bn
the Braves. “We had some of our piaymmifmermﬂd
¢ome in early and we told them no.” Said Atlanta Assistant
Viee-President Pat Nugent: "The czll (to the Nafonai League
office) came from Vero Beach, so it was either the Dodgers or
the New Orieans Saintz.". . . Reliever Tom bﬁu&m!‘uar. on the
loss (via free agency) of Terr:.r Forster: “With Terry gone, I
have to work harder this year, We'll miss Terry, He was qur
uﬂymﬂmemmmebdlpenan&heuugmﬁtgrﬂtdﬁ.“
. Steve S&X, Onie of four Dodgers sull unsighed when camp
upened (Niedenfuer, Mike Marshall and Ron Roenicke were
the others), arrived on schedule February 22. Sax, last year's
N.1. Rookie of the Year, had hinted he might hold out. Report-
edly, hemashnghrﬂﬁﬂm&mebodsemﬁbbehﬂﬁ.

were uﬂm'ing $100,000.
- ____GERMH"EERRELL

Rlchmonﬂdent
He’ll Return -In; 83

CﬂEﬂh‘.‘F‘lﬂ.——me the mment‘h! emt:a.rlm:!m his f:qa:a-
geous comeback effort almost of a stroke, J. R
Richard earned the of his But the p
view was, “What a great thiag he's trying. but ﬁuwmd. He'l
never make it."” :

The respect continues, 215 :-faarslattr Now, trowever, there
are whispers of, “Could it kappen? Could he actually make it
back to the major leagues this year?”

Whﬁpﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬂ&ammmmmilmmm
ble that the Houston Astros would ever walk or talk
normally, much less contend for a job on Houston's 1883 roster.
Whispers because nobody would dare ask more from a man
whuﬂmﬁyhasmvﬂeﬂsuchalungmdmm%ﬁpersu& :
cause no‘one—nol leammates, management or media—wants .
to put mumprmrenﬁtheﬁ-ﬂﬁghthnnderthn: R has
chosen to place on himsell.

But here he is, spring training, 1883, in remarkably im-
proved physical condition, throwing bharder, throwing
straighterandﬂﬁng.“{hﬂ:evelmrnnkemisduh I'm plan-
ning to make this team."

Pause now for & wMﬂmmﬂnmm:M'smany

ad-

+ mirers. Astros officials are not counting on J. R!nbeanmﬂr

y roster. “He still has along way to go,” Manager
Bob,Lillis says. But it's significant that he hasnt been discount-

_.ed either,

“Itmayheunﬂkelyhewmldsmnthemﬂmnh@t not
impossible,” Lillis says. -

Thecluhplanstngivehimtheuppnrnun]trhﬁmpluﬂtd
fnrdumgmepreﬂmswaspﬂngsandmmmwmm
heart was ready, but his arm wasn'L ,

*J. R.wiﬂluunwmemnnEmunethugﬁggasache
other pitchers, except that he’ll take extra hand-eye coardina-
tion exercises” Lillis says “We plan to start him in some in- |,
trasqudgumu,nndwemmptmhhhnmmnﬂﬂmm '
He's worked hard and he deserves that chanece.” !

For those who haven't followed closely Richard's progress,
lm—theymnﬂaﬂhe stroke—was primarily a time of J. R.
relearning the basics. He spent that season on the disabled list,
except for September, whanhemidﬁedmthtmrm
but didnt pitch.

Then, in 1mmwmmmmmemﬁmm~a
difficult concession for a man so proud—but after some success
at the Class A level, he was totally ineffective for Class ASA
Tucson (Pacific Coast). Again, in-September, I;ejuined the

but with disastrous results,

mﬁdmmmmm to take
ﬂ:e step back. “But he was so wild it got to the point we
coul 'teveupitchhimtummgm:ﬂceunlﬁhmm-
enough volunteers to hit," Lillis recslls. -

. Under Lillis’

always thought 1 was a Christlan. But all 1 was was religious.

Now, I've given my life completely to'Christ. I can:accept what-

mﬂemmmmmmmummm"

Richard says the stroke and its sftermath have helped make

- him a stronger person. He hopes others can hrhh:tm:y
andlsudtﬂmumm on his life.

1“'““%%“1} : | ":a-
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after winning.his first two starts for the Dodgers, bad two
losses and a no-decision in his next three, giving up 15 runs and
i8 hits in 1234 innings. . . . The Dodgers and Braves drew
144,945 for their three games at Deodger Stadium September
&11; That lifted the Dodgers' season attendance to 3.25 million.
Wtﬁﬁ:hmeﬁtﬁrmmm&mm‘mgmm
jected to just a little less than 3.5 million, which would leave
thetn about 100,000 short of last year's alktime record of
3,608,881, . . . The Dodgers are 7-44 in games they trailed enter-
nlmﬁ:fmng e in'the L this . B i
ine-i e year, e

' Fm GORDON VERRELL

With Horner Out,
Murphy Red-Hot
ATLANTA—Case closed. Dale Murphy can hit with Bob

‘Horner out of the linenp.
Late last season, when Horner was out of the Atlanta Braves’

lingup and Murphy was nat productivé, the theory grew that .

Murphy needed Horner batting behind hiny to be effective. But
in the month after Horner's 1983 season ended with & broken
right wrist, Murphy demonstrated that he can produce without
the presence of his power-hitting counterpart.

The oumbers: From August 15, the night of Horner's injury.
until September 15, Murphy hit 386 {37for-i01), with seven
home runs and 26 RBls in 27 games. He had more hits in 27

games after Horner ieft the lineyp than he had in the last 43

Each day, Murphy seemed to get hotter. Over one 10-game
stretch, he was 21-for-42, with 14 RBIs Over ope eight-game
stretch, he had five three-hit games Over a seven-game
stretch, he belted six homers. All without Horner.

Cne could go on. If Murphy finishes as'he started
it, he has a strong change to win his second Most Valuable
Plsyer award In two years. oo ’
" This is the same Dale who, In 50 games from June 19
, August 10, hif only five bome runs and drove ig only 23
" runs Hot. Cold. Hot Cold v
“I'm still striving for consistency,” Murphy says “That'’s
- what ] want to be. Consistent.” .

In mid-Septemnber, Murphy was on the verge of becoming the
first Brave since Hank Aaron in 1853 to join baseball's exclu-
. sive 30-30 club. Only three players in National League history
have kit 30 hiome runs and stolen 30 bases in one season—Willie
Mays twice, Aaron once and Bobby Bonds twice. Murphy had
32 home runs and 27 thefts with 18 games remaining.

Mirphy also appeared near certain to win a second consecy-
tive Gold Glove for his play in center field

With his strong performance since Borner left the lineup,
Murphy surely has refuted the thecry that pitchers can pegate
his impact if they don't have to worry about Horner hitting
behind him. It is possible, therefore, that Murphy's late-season
siump last year was totally unrelated to Horper's absence.

There Is another possibility, too: Perhaps this is a more ma-
Euumy.ammmmublemmmmm

ormer. ,

=] think what Dale tried to do last year was carry too much
of the burden,” says Horner. “He tried-to put the whole club on
his back and carry it across the finish line. I think he realizes
MMmmdﬂmnHehanmmwlwn

“Last year, Dale saw that we could still win, even though he
slumped,” says Jerry Royster. “He realizes now that he can
relax, that there are other guys—myself, Claudell- Washington,

Chiris Chambliss, Rafael Ramirez—who can get the job done.”

Muirphy: “I've tried not to put any extra burden on myself
since Bob got hurt. I tried to do the same thing last year.

*1'd sure like to have Bob in the lineup, and I'm sure it helps.
mie to have him batting behind me. But to say I slumped late
last season just because Bob was hurt, that would just be a big
excuse. 1 never really believed that. Unfortunately, [ have
slomps when Bob's in the lineup, t00.™

‘Wigwam Wisps: The Braves lost two of three games in Los
Angeles September 911, giving them 10 losses in 15 games
wmemmmmummmesmm 11
loss, in which the Dodgers scored four in the ninth to win, 76,
Braves Manager Joe Torre refused to talk to reporters. The
next day, he apologized. “Talking to the press is part of my job,
and I want to apologize for not dolng my job,” Torre said. ...
Thé Braves lost pitcher Rick Camp for the season with an arm
injury on September 13. A nerve disorder wad causing numb-
ness in Camp's right band and shoulder. Doctors told bim not to
tirow a baseball again until spring training.. “We're told that he
shouid be fine with rest” sald General Manager John Mullen

The Braves had been using Camp mostly as a middie rellever. -

Reliexgr Terry Forster's availability was limited down the
stretch by a pulled left.hamstring. . . . Royster returned to the
qﬂwmaﬁumﬁwuhmmem_ﬁwimm
mmmummﬁghtm...mmmmunm
games behind the Dodgers on September 12, Owner Ted Turn-
er phoned both Mullen and Torre in Cincinnati. Why? “To find
cut what in the world is going on,” Turner said, “We still have
time 1o win it, but this is scary. Who would have ever thought
our bullpen would be giving us trouble?” .-

; - TIM TUCEER

Hammaker’s Crown
Could Be Dubious

Nidaaaam v

P ]

SAN FRANCISCD-—It is highly unlikely that an earned-run-

average champion ever went more than two months without a
victory, but San Francisco Glants Jefthander Atlee Hammalker
could gain that distinction this year.

Hammaker, the National League ERA leader since April 17,
has been winless since posting a 42 victory over the Cubs on
July 10. That was bis first start after the All-Star Game humilia-
tion, which he insists didn't affect his confidence.

The fact be's 15 with a 338 ERA since the AlkStar Game
after going 94 with a 1.70 ERA before it can be attributed lo
tendinitis in his shoulder, an ailment that sidelined him for
exactly one month beginning July 21.

Hammaker is 04 since returding from the disabled lList, but
he at least silenced the skeptics oo September 11 by strongly
dmﬁngmera_e‘mmhm;mgwimh‘uam -

Hooked up in a duel with Nolan Ryan of the Astros at Candle-
stick Park, Hammaker didnt get a decision while beating the
strikeout master at his game.

Hammaker struck out 14 batters in 734 innings. as pared
to 11 for Ryan, who was beaten when the Giants erupted for
three runs in the bottom of the ninth. '

The significance of Hammaker's performance is. that the
previous 1983 strikeoGt high for a National League pitcher was
13 by Pirate rookie Jose DeLeon. :

it was the highest whiff total for the club since John Monte-
fusco notched 14 in 1975. it missed by one the San Francisco
record of 15 set by Gaylord Perry in 1966 and was only two shy
of Christy Mathewson's club-record 16 in 1904.

~Atlee's breaking ball was the difference against the Astros,”

Frank Robinson sald “This was a game he needed.
He showed us and himself that he can still pitch like he did
early in the season. This was the old Atlee.” —

285 (10-for-26).
Through the

September 13; game at San Diego, oppooents
successtully stolen 23 straight beses against the Giants, oot
mm;amﬂnmmmm...wm

fielder Dan Gladden has been even more impressive han
Chris Smith and is regarded a better allaround prospect be-
cause he can hit, throw, run and field : . . Tests were pegative
én pitcher Mike Krukow after he got a scare when be bad o
jeave a game complaining of dizziness and blurred visioa. It
was scary because [.lost 80 percent of my vision for about two
» hours,” Krukow said “One of my grandfahers died of a brain
tumor at 44, so [ didnt want to take any chances. [ was told my
problem was a type of migraine ™
.' NICK PETERS

"A FIRST TIME OFFER

: &
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through : .
. {or the first 20-20 bullpen in N.L 'history. . . . Dave Bergman's

)
b — — i — — —

Hammaker, who retained the league ERA E!adha‘:ith a 225 RACH ,
mark following his strikegut spree, admitted been re- 1978 A
luctant to throw the slider after coming off the disabled list. ufmegﬁ 3 e o kiea for 3

because it placed more strain on his shoulder.

] hadnt been pitching well lately, so I figured I had nothing

1o lose against the Astros,” said Hammaker, 10-9 following five
t defeats. 1 set up alf my strikeouts with breaking
pitches. [ felt like my old sell.

“My shoulder is a little stiffer because of all the breaking
pitches, but it's-not bad The caly cure is complete rest. and Il
have all winter for that I feel I'll be as good as new next year.

“The 14 strikeouts at least showed me I have my stulf back.”
Hammaker added. “But 1 still can't pick up a win, and that's
what it's all about. 1 know I'm having some tough luck.. but
that's no consolation.” -

Glantics With Greg. Minton posting 19 saves and Gary La-
velle adding 17 mid-September, the club had a chance

[ —mammeoeoesoosm———— j
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' tioner, “"but hope

‘We’ll Play Agcnn Murphy
~ Tells Cunous Atlanta Fans

B',r TIM TUC KEE

ATLA"*ITh-The questmners were curious, not hostile,
Restless, not mutinous:
" “When are You guys gonna be on TV again?’ |
*1 don’t know,” Dale Murphy told his. 12'vear-old ques-
fully it won't be lorg.””
“What's the deal? Will you BuyS play again?" .
“Ch, veah, we'll play again.’ ' Murphy told the mother of

two .mmgraphamkmg youngsters. "*'No problem lhere* It's

just a matter of time.'

*1 don't guess there'll be an autugmph day at the sta-
_ dium this year, huh?” -

“Oh, veah, we'll be back in time to have one,” Murphy
mured the man who wanted a picture for his grandson.

Duale Murphy, the Atlanta Braves® center fielder signed
wtug.raphs shook hands and attempled to answer ques-
- tions at a subirban Atlanta shopping ‘mall in the midst of

the strike by major league players..But he could not give a

definiive answer to the faremusz q:.:eslmn on everyone's
mlnd
"ﬂuht-n will ﬁtnkmg m..uur leapue Fl:]tl_'l"b return?
1 afish 1 did koow the answer,” said Murphy,
Braves' assistant plaver representative,
{negotuitors) are far apary, doesn® it? 1t's porng to be pret-
tv haid to reach an agreemem on tumpematmn for free
-ngvnh
“The plavers have always said there shouldn’t he com-
penﬂ-,tmr It’s going to be touph to ﬂrrd a forny ul’ compuens
witiont thut doesn’t hurt the plavers.” | -
C Murphy signed about 50 autopraphs for chidreen and:
adults. mast of whom expressed anxiety for baseball, The
apprarance was scheduled before the stnike began, and
Murphy udmnwd wondering whivther hu. should Bet hraugh
with i
" “The mpunw “has been, pood,” hesud, “but 'm sure |
coutd get in a hostile sitwation’ if 1 went to the wrong
lace.”
° While Murphy believes strongly in Ih'l:" srinciple the p’f.n
ers ate fighting for, hn:- also admits o an uneasy feolimg
about being on'strike. - '
s very strange having summer mghts off”
“When | got home (the day the strike began). Nancy (his

Lhe

wifey ..mr.i l I{mkpd at each t!thc'r and said. "This s nnli". :

werrd,”

0 Murphy is working out with teammute aad frie o Lurs

Gomez. but he admits, “Whatever Tou dois madeguate 10
“$tay in shape to-fuce m. nur IE‘.ILU‘U pitc hm:,

“1tlooks like thev.

he sud. |

As Murph;. was srgnmg aumgraphs in the shopping mall,
a.former minor league teammate approached hifn and of-

" fered to throw batting practice several times a week.
Murphy greeted. Kevin Meistickle, with whom he played at - -

Greenwood {Westarn Earulinas} in 1973, -and sard. "I might -

take you up on that.”
Meanwhilé, Murphy's lﬂ-mumh-u!d son, Chad, played

 with a couple of baseball cards.

*“] enjoy spending time with my famﬂj. and doing-things

- around the house—that's great.” Murph} said."But | miss

going to the park every afternoon.’

Wigwam Wisps: One week into the strike, Bob Horner
said his injured left ankle had healed and he'd be ready to
play when the season resumes, . . . An Atlanta attoraey

publicly.suggested that five injured-Braves should qualify.
for workman's compensation benefits during the strike.
The Braves said thelr insurance r:..arner Was studﬂ_. ing the.

- matter. )
Qwner Ted Turner was staving qutelEr' lhun usual, but

he did sav. "‘Now it’s down to a battle of wills. In the final
anatysis, if the owners hang tough. they'll outlast the play-

ers. The players don't have the milions to wait around
with.” Turner asked, *What would happen- tomorrow if

" they.put all 650 major league players and Marvir Miller on

a ship and they ran into anether ship dnd sank? The world
could get ulung without all of them. It gat d!ﬂ‘ng ulthuut
Jnhn F. Kennedy ﬁu:ln L2

By JOEGODDARD ™ .=°

. CHICAGO=A few years ago. I,hu Chicago Eubs hdd this -
motto: “Go for it?"" Never mind that they went. from sec-
. ond place tv l-':.'{th At the end of this season, they'I! have

another mosto: “Go for‘em!™
Althouszb General Manager Herman Franks has no s
surances he'll he around long with the sale of the franchise

1o the Chicago Tribune Co., he'll apparently be around long

wenough o avlect free agengsin the sixth aonual November
re-enty drafi, llwn a-:.tuaih Ir"-‘ !.n sign them- With l:u;..

" Padres See Good Evil in Strike -

By PHILCOWIER . = -

'SA"- DtEGﬂ—Ac‘cm‘d:m. 1o H-d".il‘d Ernilh. major Ie:t;.ue
* haseball's first mid-season strike will.nal endanger the fu-
tun- of the San Diego Padres.

“This duegnt affect our commitment to buriding a win-
rier here,” the club president said. “The strike came jist

"ak out teamn was starting lt:uell We were getting ready for
- our longest home stay cof the year (17 days out of 20). Peo-

p’te were starting to IdEMIf\- with our new, young play Brs.

“We felt we were making a ot of progress. | hope. when
this is over, that there will be some carry-over effect. that
it won't be like starting the season all over again.’

“The Padres, with 17 newcomers on their 23-man rnmer
lost 20 of their first 29 pames, of which 28 were on the read.
After May 9, however, Manager Frank Howurd's young
_ahd relatively inexperienced team had plaved at a 14-15
clip and waus on a three-game winning streak when the
- work stoppage occurred.

'Six'of their next 10 games were 1o have been against the -

National Leagué’s weakest team, the Chicago Cubs. The
canceltation of those games cold have a marked effect on
the Pudres’ chances of avoiding therr semnd last-place fin-
I‘i'h N3 TOW,

' The strike will have u negative effect on a number of the
Padres’ individual accomplishments.,

| For instance, Gold Glove shortstop Ozzie Smith was set-
hing & pace that would have given him 666 assists over a
162-pame schedule, Now it seems unlikely e will match
the all-time major IH-J.[:UE record he set r-:-r shortstops last
viar with 621 assists.”

‘Lefthunder -Gary Lucas had amahwd 10 saves in 36
gamits, had a 3.5 record. a 2.44 earried-run average and had
had a hand-in 13 of the club’s 23 victories.

cHowever, Lucas alse had pisched 1n 28 of the Padres™ 56
games and, at that rute, w ould. have made 54 season ap-
pearances. Because of that. 11's possible he could proin
frnm at least a broef luveff, :

| Terry Kennedy, a firstyear r;.-r.uiﬂr Belind the plate, -
-was reaching the peak of has game when play was halted. |

The lefthanded: hitter was averaging 308 und Had made
.mmm defensive progress, throwing out seven al-the I..v.t

L % k

mm,- runners who auumpwd ln siedl He n.:ulr-d Drnur
Maoreno of -Pittsburgh twice in a row.
Second baseman Juan Bonilla was E"-Iahli'_-nhlﬂg himself

as a candidate for Rookie uf the Year at‘ ter hamng 284in 46 -

gAmes.

Bonilla aiso had pert‘nrmed spectacularly’ a{ ield. te.ammg
with Smith 1o form what. some mnslder the N.L.'s beﬂt
duubl& -play-combination. :

* Third baseman Luis Salazar hmi been 4 smukmg gun,
batting at a .'in clip (23-for-61) to boost his season average
to .294.

Montreal I'h‘.lanqger Dick Williams had been saving Sala- .

zar had made the best plays he had seen any N.L. u'urd
baseman make this season.

Center fielder Ruppert Jones won the ‘last game befure -

the strike, 3-2, with a thrée-run homer at'Pittsburgh. Jores
batted .321 {27-for- E-I} in 20 games raising his se.isnn m er-
age to 241,

Left t'mtder Gene Richards. rehnundmg ffum another of
his customary stow starts, had h,sued 328 m 35 pames,

~lifting his average 1o .266.

Rookie_lefthander Dan Boone, had: allnu.ed onlyv four
runs on 16 hits in 13 relief appearances, a sp.m nf 23k,
innings.

-Riphthander Stev @ "u‘lur‘i {41 h.dd: won three deir:rsmna i
o Tow. vt

Padre Pickups: More than 2,000 fariswere in the stadium:
purking lot on June 1§ as broadcasters Jerry Coleman,
Dave Campbell and Ted Leitner continued radio station
KFMB's “faniasy ‘baseball™ series. In this make-believe
contest, Jerry Turner hit-a three-run pinch ‘hemer in the
ninth mning to pive the Padres 1hl.=|r I0th straight vctory,
4.2, over Pittsburgh. The fans were treated to free hot dugﬂ
beer and soft drmks and some were given “Marvin Miller
Strike Mugs.” . .. Ouzie Smith-und Juan fichelberger have

- been working out at San Diego State during the strike.

Gary Lucas dand Terry Kennedy bive in the sume neighbor-
hood and have been w arking out topether. However, some
of the Padres still haven't piéked up shoes and glaves from

the clubhouse, causing concern over what kmd of shape -
 they'll be in once the strike is over,

" road.’
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Du!e Murplw .. Slrnnge feelmgs

Cubs Plan to Open Coffers
And Join Free -Agent Fray

huch‘.&; no less

“Whatever happens,” Franks «aid of his fu-.urEu
got to ket into this free-agent thing heavily.’

That'li be a switch. In the past, the Cubs zot inio it light-
Iv. Théy selecied few and signed only one- Dax e Kingman
[lﬁln }E

Fragky was dssured by William Wrigley. whose sale of
the clsb was pending, that money would be avalable for
not endy the reentry draft, but to satisfy rn:luﬂn'c- l"r.:bs
50 !‘.hﬁ won't wWant 1o play elsewhere,

" FI’.‘.IE]F: aiready knows what he.wants from the draft
yaung? Lithletes That means Regpie Jackson 1s out as help
for, the autfreld, Jerry Grine as help behind the pi»..tl: and
Ferpid Jenking as help on the mound.

Fo prepare himself, Franks had his assistani, John Cox.
prepate a:fistof potential free agents,

Fragks also was prepared to handle criticism for trading
“Rick Heuschel to the Yankees afew hours befere the play-
El'b ﬂr:ke To fans and.the media who felt he should have
receiv pd more than righthanded pitcher Doug Bird, a play-
erto be-named later (presumably infielder Pat Tabler) and
S-‘lDD L0, Franks said phooey.

“Wea had Rick for what=two, three more \'ears‘-* I'm
taiitmﬂ about good vears. We're looking farther down the
TFra nks said.

“Meney wasn't the object: it was gextmg some plavers.
‘Evervone had a shot at him. When we were ready 1o make
the dehl we called evervone back and said, “This is your
last chancef hu one cuuld match what we got frum New
*York,L

The,"u‘u’hue Smc indmated they had pn:bdred a better
package, but Franks said phooey to that, too. “First of all.
thev never mentioned money, not one dollar.” he said.

Thex did give us a list of guvs who had cleared waivers:
" but when | asked "em which ores we couldn’'t kave, they
_took awayv Greg Luzinski, Ron LeFlore, Jim Morrison. Bill
. Almonjand Mike Squires. That-left me with nothing: .

' “Dh they did want to give me Marc Hifl for Bill Caudill. §
said. “What about (Jim) Essian?’ Thev said, ‘he's our
backup c.at-:her. so - said, ‘Good. Keep him' We'll keep
. Caudill.”

Cubbyhole: The w r.'el-.h nowspaper Cr.un:. Chln:..lgn Busi-
ness reéborted that an appraisal firm showed the Cubs were

" worth more than the $20.5 million the Tribune Co. will pa¥

owner William Wriglev. The franchise alone, according to
Amerigun Appraisal Co. of Milwaukee. is worth as much as
$6 milhon, .utmrdmg to Vice-President Michael Midgna.
while Brpgley Freld is valued at $3 to $% million, and the
anur; another 3% to $10 million on the baseball market.
Magni said the team figures to have an additional §2-t0-83-
. milliod n reluted assets, brinping the total te $23 million.

" General Manaper Herman Franks said Wriglpy wwas not

out to make as much money as he could. “*People should
pive "-ﬁr Wrigley credit.” ‘ Franks suid, “'He didn’t open up .
ids like the New York Slets did. He wasn’t looking for o
]:'*'ﬂﬂl.ﬂt' wirs looKing to keep the team in Uhicage, and he
succeuded, ™ 7
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BASEBALL'S BEST HITTERS

When They Step Up

To the Plate, Pitchers

Cringe; They Are—
The Most FEARED

. By PAUL ATTNER

MNational Correspondent
WASHINGTON—Every bona fide baseball fan has fantasized

. about the situation: bases loaded, two oul, bollem of the ninth,

game of the line, crowd roaring. dugouts full of chatier.

Joe Fan, of course, is on the mound. his fastball kicking in at
95 mph pius. He paws the dirt in front of the rubber. turns his
hack to the plate, takes 8 deep breath and faces the next bal-
ter.

Of course, that batter is none other than Joe Dangerous, the
most revered hitter in the bigs. Muscles bulging. confident
smile on his face, be strides to the plate, then slowly works his
way inlo the batter's box. Finally ready. he looks toward the
moknd. »

S0 it's come down to this fastball vs power, grea! pilcher vs
great slugger. Who could ask for anything more?

The real fan can oaly dream about this confrontation But
major lengue pitchers must! learn to win enough of these duels
or theyll find themselves watching from the stands.

What batters would these pitchers least want to face? What
hitters do pitchers fear the most? What sluggers would they
rather avoid in the most pressurized situations?

To find out, major league correspondents of THE SPoRTING
NEws polied pitchers in both leagues. The pitchers were asked,
simply, to identify what batrer they feared the most in their
ieague. The answers turned out to be both predictable and
surprising.

In the American League, the overwhelming winner was dan-
gerous Eddie Murray of the Baltimore Orioles. Of the 96 pitch-
ers voling, Murray received 21.5 votes, far outdistancing Kan-
sas City's George Brett, who received 7.5 votes. Wade Boggs of
Boston, the 1983 batting champion, was third with six and Lou
Whitaker of Detroit and seven-time batting champion Rod
Carew of California tied for fourth with five each.

In the National League where 100 voles were collected, two
time Most Valuable Player Dafe Murphy of Atlasta nosed oul
Keith Hernandez of the New York Mets, 20 to 14 Jack Clark of
Sl Louis was third with 6.5 votes while Mike Schmidt ol Phils-
delphia and Jose Cruz of Houston finished tied for fourth with
four votes each

Nol even in conlention were AL powtrmms:.lchusBm-
ton's Jim Rice, the Yankees' Don Baylor and Oakland's Dave
Kingman. Although the Toronto Blue Jays have had the best
record in Lhe majors for most of the season, only one Toronlo
player, Willie Upshaw, received a voie—and he gol just one.

Likewise, Gary Carter. Pete Rose. Andre Dawson. Bob
Horner, Leon Durham aod Ryne Sandberg (lasi year's MVP)
were N.L also-rans

And where wos Reggie Jackson, who has hit 513 homers,
placing him 10th on the career homer 51?7 Jax didn? land a
e,

Schmidi and Jackson undoubtedly would have ranked higher
bad the poll been taken three or four years ago. Schrmudt. who
has wan or shared seven N home run championships and
went into the 1985 season with €25 homers in his career, has
struggied this year. Jackson flell off in 1983 and B4

It is intriguing how some pitchers defined “feared hitier ~
They decided 1o vole for the batler who gives them the most
troubie, which obviously is one way lo create fear [f a baller is
wearing you oul, hitting 400 hifetime against you, how can
Eddie Murray be any more trouble”

Thus there were voles for some unexpected players Von
Hayes of Philadelphia, Danny Heep and Mookie Wilson of the
Mets, Bobby Brown and Terry Kennedy of San Diego. Jeff
Leonard of San Francisco, Willie Randolph of the Yankees, Jim
Dwyer and Gary Roenicke of Baltimore, Gary Gaetti of Minpe-
sota and Tom Brookens of Detroit.

Sull. the pitchers decided mostly (0 go with power hitlers,
although Hernandez upheid the contact batiers’ case wilh his
strong showing in the National League. Indeed. Murphy ex
pressed surprise thal he actually led the voling, considenng
that he strikes out so0 much and Hernande: makes conlact
mare consistently.

“He's & great clutch hitler,” Murphy said of Hernandez
“Guys who hit horrers arent aiways greal cluich hitters. [ don1
think my name comes up very often when you are talking
about clutch hitters With my strikeouts, [ could be a lot better
in those sitluations, [ know [ could. ™

the lasl three seasons). hardly is a ope-dimensional bat-
ter m:me&umuw 281, 302
and 290 and has driven in 130 This spring. be started off
by trying to puli the ball more be had recently, apd the
resyit was one of the best in baseball history. a 380
average. eight doubles, nine homers and 29 runs batted in,
which tied the major league record for RBIs in the first month
of the season.

In his first nine seasons, Hernandez had only 105 home runs,
but he knows the strike zone better than Murphy and he is less
likely to overswing. That's reflected both in his RB[ totals—he

Bureay, this is how-they:fared. in- these pressure mo-
ments, which’ Eliax defines as “all appearances in the
mh?mguwmmm;}mnﬂ%
T TR AT L T o T Nerphy, O Murray
Overall Latedoning Pressure .. 391 < - 325
Clemding OFf L 414 - 28]
. ALY i B AT -
“Reopers O coa.—aae 333 A%
- Runners 1o g Positioa .. >
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has batted in at least 91 runs in five seasons—and his 300
CAreer average.

National League piichers ulwinusly hadn" forgotten 1984,
when Hernande: was second behind Gary Matihews with 17
game-winning RBIs, third in op-base percentage (.40§), and :
first (with Cruz) in driving in runnefs in scoring position (38 -
percent). He hit 226 with men oo base, 331 with men in scoring ~
paosition, 357 with men in scoring position and, two out and 358 .
with men on base and two ouL in other words, it's far wiser to
face Hernandez with the bases empty.

Bruce Sutter, lhenﬂlnrrﬂbafm:huwhumamtmmﬁ
Louis, where he once was a (eammate of Hernandez, to Atlan-
ta, whers Murphy reigns, iooks at the two batters this way:-

“They are different kinds of hitters. Keith will hit for &
higher average and have more doubles Murphy will hit the
ball more over the fence while Keith will hit the ball-over when
you really need it When you have a late-inning lead, a lot of
times it's oot a homer that beats you, it's a double.”

Despite his success, Murphy remains puzzied by his ability to
produce when needed He once said “1 cant really explain
whatl'mdnmguplhmlﬂ.]rﬁﬂydu,hﬂhjﬁme
mﬁ:munmmtwhﬂmunmmmﬁnﬂmm
in the batter's box. into words.”™

mmMumsmnmnhﬂhmhaﬂwwmﬂut
m;juﬂmmidunnghumlﬁnlumelmpeme
about coming a long way!

Yet be admits experience has helped him cope with the most
cructal moments “It's a little barder to think clearer in those
situations until you have done it for a while. A lot of times, you
still don.™ he sald “1 doo't kmow if | have learned how to
bandle them but my best thinking is to go up there and be
aggressive.

“H it's a pressure situation, a pitcher doesnt want to get

~ behind you, 50 you have to be aggressive or you are in troubie. |

try to think about being aggressive and hitting to right field,
hmmmﬂrmm:ne-mlﬂlmehnﬂ{hmudntmh&
ing or pulling).”
- If pitchers only knew he was thinking so bard . .
mﬂmum:mmmmmﬂﬂ.hm
was a fairly predictable oul Prior to 1881, he batted a mere 223
when the game was on the line. Since 1982 that average stands
at 321, a .39] mark last year when be was sscond
behind Clark in the N.L. in producing runs in the cluich

Smeﬂﬂumhyﬁmmmﬁmamm
edge of the strike zope. Observers swear be even looks better
now striking out When things get tight, be says he can be
negative
. "One of the problems is that you go up there about

&1 a bad pitch, but you donT want to be timid in that
situation,” be said 5o be lets the strikeouts fall whers they
may. -

“Murphy is s0 tough becauss he can do so many different
things with differen) pitches.” sald San Francisco's Bill Laskey,
against whom Murphy has batted 534, with five bomers. “He
has 0o real weakness. He'll chase some bad pitches if you get
abead of him and hell get into a siump because be is sireaky,
but his slumps don1 seem to last that long.”

The only pitcher Murphy bas hit better than Laskey s Hous-
ton's Bob Knepper, who has been touched for six career
homers by the Atlanta center fielder.

“To me.” said Knepper, “two things make him an outstand-
ing hitter. First, be has great coverage of the plate. As big a
man as he is, you'd think he'd have piaces where he wouldn
be able to reach a pitch. There isn'T. You cant pitch him in any
one place and expect to get him out. .

“Second. in my expenience. be never misses one of my ‘mis
take’ pitches. If | make my pitch, [ think [ can get him out. But
if | make a mistake, it's g big mistake. Last year, | struck him
oul twice wilh sliders inside. The third time, | was going to {fool
him with 8 changeup. He fooled me with a ball in the seats
With most hitters. you hope for a line drive right at somebody.
With Murphy. when | make a mistake, it's gone.”

Murphy's improvement as 8 hitter 15 what impresses the Chy
capo Cubs’ Rick Sutcliffe.

“1 had a pretty understanding with him when | was in
L.A." said Sutcliffe, who broke into the majors with the
Dodgers. “He wasnT the same hitter then that he is now. He
had a ot of holes when I left. He lays off those pitches now, and
those he doesnT tay off, he fights off and fouls back. He gets a
piece of a bad one and waits {or one he likes.™

Sutchffe, who aiso has pitched for Cleveland, has had the
musfortyne of facing both Murphy and Murray. Speaking about
Murray. he said "He's the kind who seems (o hit more than
once an inning because he's always comin” up wilh men on
base Sometumes you wonder if therss not two of him. | had &
some success with lum because | tried (o keep him from beal- =<8
ing me. If he did, so be il but he didnt do it often because | 453
wouldn et um. | took my chances with the fifth-place hitter.” 5

Tom Seaver of the Chicago White Sox likewise h.!ts taced :-__‘_-,_-
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Eddie Murray

both men. “They both have good knowledge of the strike zoge
and they can hit every pitch with power,” said Seaver. “The
percentage of pitches you can throw to where they doat have
a weakness {s very small And they are greal mistake hitlers
They just don miss mistakes—even out of the strike zone.”

OK, Bert Blyleven, you've pitched in both leagues, how do
you pitch to Murray and Murphy?

~The main thing on Murphy is to get ahead of him, but you
can do that with one certain pitch,” said Blyleven, who
pitched for Pittsburgh in the N.L and has been with Minnesota,
Texas and Clevelapd in the AL "My out pitch usuailly would be
a fastball or curve. [ try to keep the fastball in on Murray. Hes
a little betfter breaking-ball hitter than Murphy and he can hit
the changeup. Murray tends to use the whole [feld more than
Murphy. toe.™ : :

Once, Nolan Ryan had'a 3and-l count on Murphy. ™ threw
what | thought were three exceptional fastballs down and
away,” said Ryan. the Houston strikecut king “He fouled off
the first two and hit the third one over the right-center fleid
fence in Atlanta. He can beat you even if you make the pitch
you want I don like to see him come up with men in scoring
pasition. He always seems to rise 10 the occasion. ™

Maybe Ryan should become a reliever. Murphy says “reliev-
ers are always the toughest ones because they are always (n
that (pressure) situation. ] think it's sometimes better to face s
starter in that situation. What relievers are the toughest? Lee
Smith, Goose Gossage, Jeff Reardon and Sutter. Against those
fuys, all the pressure is on the hitter.”

Of the two “mosi{eared” hitters, Murray bas the mor'e estab-
lished reputation 85 the cluich performer. |n Baltimore, fans
swear thal he produces every time the Orioles peed him. Cer-
tamnly, it seems thal way to some of the pilchers who cant
solve his batting talents—and they areni even aware of re-
search by lhe Orioles that shows he has won al least eight
games dunng Baltimore's last time af bal
. Aithough they were born within 16 days of
1956, Murray bas played one more full
than Murphy They differ in other ways. too: Murphy is taller
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Dale Murphy
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(65 to 6-2) and more of a free who has not mastered
Murray's ability to draw frequent widlks. Murpby's slumps are
usually more prolonged and his batting averages are not near-

&
1

“ly as high as Murray's.

Murphy became & star in 1982, when he won his first MVP
award; Murray, a rare power hitling switch-hitter, has been
Baltimere's preeminent player almost from the time be joined
the Orioles in 1977 . '

While Murphy 15 outgoing and friendly, Murray has chosen
10 remain much more private and wary of outsiders. Bub his.
bat certainly has talked loud enough. His next contract could”
make hirn the game's highest-paid plaver, which in part would
be a reward for all his clutch hits

From 1880 to 1984, Murray led the major leagues in runs
produced (83)) and game-winning RBls (82). including a
league-best |9 last season. In lale<inning pressure situations, he
has batted a magnificent 323 in his career

S0 how do you cope with someone like that? Well, he aiso led
the AL last year in both total walls (107) and intentional
passes (15). Bul he gol enough swings to drive i 110 runms,
giving him 33| the (ast three seasons, and hit 29 homers, giving
him 84 over that same span. But Murray also hits for average:
316 in 1982 and 306 the last two years.

“Our management and players think he's the best player in
the game,” said Kansas City Royals reliever Dan Quisenberry,
who has had his problems againsi Murray. “Pitchers on our
club pay more atrention to him than anybody in the league. I'm
talidng about in pregame meetings and in his at-bats. It's re-
spect

“Eddie Murray is pitched around mare than any other hitter
He doesnT demolish us, because we donl pitch to him. His
numbers are very good whether he's pitched to or not But if
the rest of the jeagyee pitches him like we do, then his numbers
are tremendous.”

Says White Sox pitcher Britt Burmns who has been touched
by Murray for two homers and a 455 average: “One of the first
things you potice about Murray s his presence. He has s pres-
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and obviously talented Cocfidence |s what this game Is all
aboul anyway. He is stroag and quick, one of those guys who
a great athlete. He's not just a onedimensional guy who
strong or who makes contact. He can do both—often.

Murray wants pitchers to notice his presence. [t's all part
the mind game that dominates pressure moments. “In a way
you get them thinking a little bit when the game is oo the line
Murray said. “They know that you like to be there. [ty an ideal
spol for me to be in when you get them 1o think because it
makes you believe that when they are scared of you, you have
a little something up on them.~

But does he really relish those maments when it's come
down 10 just him. when the Onole tandare chanting. “ED-DEE,
ED-DEE™ = '

“Why put the burden on somebody eise's shoulders?” Murray
said. "1 love beirng 1n that spot. with the game on the line; that's
where | want to be: | wouldn want to wish {1 on anycoe else
It's been that way since | was a kid I'm pretty sure if you talk
te most hitters, they like to be in that spot, but the results may
be a littie dufferent.”

By now, Murray has learned (0 sense when he has created
fear in the opposing pitcher. He looks for teiltale signs iong
waits for signs, a pitcher constantly stepping off the rubber, lots
of starnng.

And when does the magic moment occur? “When he throws
the best pilch he could possibly make and you hit it foul some-
where and he stands there and it's like he'is sayimg; ‘Oh, boy,
what can [ get by him?* ~ said Murray. )

Frank Tanana of Texas, who Bas given up four homers and
13 RBis to Murray, believes that in situations,
“Eddle 5 undoubtedly the guy you donl want to face. Some
people seem 1o thrive oo those sifuations and it just elevates
thewr ability. Eddie seems to have the innate ability, when the
game 1s on the line, to perform at his peak,”™ Tanana sald “It's
a rare ability. Don Baylor ts somewbat {ike that, too. George
Brett has that ability. But Eddie, by far, just seems to get better

(Coatineed oo Page 41, Columa 1)
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Was not to be totally overshadowed as

With the cheers for Weaver mounting,

cap in mock acknowiedgment of the ovition. *1
tipping my hat at home plate,” Bamberger pu

“Then I smid, “This s a good time. [ do it now.” * Weaver later
tocident “Bamberger isigreat,

& reportad $500,000 in his second term as Baltimore manager.
“1 that you were worth a8 million, and [ understand you're

just half of that ™ said Bamberger. “Is this a cheap outfit
you're working for, or what?™ . . . Orioies shortstop Cal Ripken
Jr. said be thought his father, Baltimore coach Cal Ripken Sr.

E
:

oles Owner) Edward Bennett Williams and asked to be consid-
ered,” said Palmer. Paimer has no formal experience &s a
manager, but Baltimore sportswriters remember him as Weav-
er's "strategy consultant™ during his days as a player.

Cardinals Impress Sutcliffe
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64 errors in their first 31 games, but Municipal Stadium
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Blue Jays Have Identity Problem

The Blue Jays led the AL East in mikiJune and were more

than 100,000 abead of their 1984 sttendance pace at Exhibition

Stadium, but they seemed to have an ideatity problem oo the
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propasad by King County Executive Randy Revelle. The Mart
pers have been paying approximately $250,000 & year to lease
e Kingdome. Only 11 percent favored an exempton on Seat-
te's admissions tax. The tax on Mariners tickets amounted. to
3228,000 last year.

Trucks Blasts Players’ Union

Former major leaguer Virgil Trucks believes the Major

League Players Association would be making a grave mistake
if its members boycott the All-Star Game as threatened.

Hitters

{Continued From Page ¥)

and better.”

Lefthander Tommy John, who started this season with Cali
fﬂhthﬁ#_@mﬂmﬁ;ﬂﬂhﬂ'&dtﬂbﬂmmm
ing-for the Yankees ~1 had a 53 lead at Yankee Stadium and
Eddie came up with two o and two oul Dick Howser came to
take me out and bring in Ron Davis. [ told Dick, T'd rather tace
him. The way the wind's blowing makes the park bigger {with
Murray batting righthanded). I'm tired, but | think 1 can get
him out’ Ron came in, and Eddie hit his first pitch off the wall
in right-center. Dick and I looked at each other and just
laughed '

That's probably why John said that "in a tough situation, I'd
rather walk him, depending on who bats after him. Even with
mhsslmdﬂﬁm:tgln-mnmjgmuhmﬂMIﬂﬁng

hit"

Murray, frustrated in his early years by those walks, has
learned (o accept them better. “There are times when they fust
aren? going to pitch to you, soyou have to go up and expect a
walk.” he said “Before, you would be swinging at one of their
pitches, being overeager. It might even be a strike, but not all

- strikes are good pitches Lo bil

“The great spol is when you can go up there and you can
disrespect one of their pitches, like their fasthall So you go up
looking for offspeed stuff because you are thinking they cant
throw the ball by you. Therefore, that's when a pitcher is really
in for a struggle, whea you can take one of his pitches and say.
the bheck with it

"But even if he has your number, there is nothing pegative in
your bead going up Lo the plate. You are always positive. You
are poing over what pitch you can hit well There are a lot of
pitchers who won adjust, who are really stubborn. But there
are limes | can adjust in betwesn strikes, because there are
guys who throw over the top that I dont see well from certain
stances. If [ don adjust between pitches, I'm sort of wasting
whole at-bat” )

That's the more mature Murray talking When be first came
up. he thought there was a point “where you could ourthink
yourself and think too much I used to be ope of the guys who
would see the ball react to it and hit it If the guy had four
pitches, you were capable of hitting all four because [ thought I
was quick enough to react to any pitch he could throw. Now,
you get smarter, it all comes along with being more selective
and patient. And, yeah, more mature.”

John Butcher of the Minpesota Twins knows one way to han-
die Murray, who draws raves from pitchers for the speed of his
swing and the way be sees-the ball during ope of his streaks

“When you're a pitcher, you hope the Orioles are oo e sched-
ule before Murray gets bol” said Butcher. “When be's hot,
there's not much you can do with him. Sometimes, it seerns the
best thing to do with him ts throw the bail right over the midgdie
of the plate. When be's hot, be hits the inside pitch in the seats
and the outside pitch is a line drive back to the mound When
you throw the ball over the middle of the plate, at least the line
drives don come right back at you.”

Or you can be like Dennis Eckersley, the former Red Sox
pitcher now with the Cubs He changed leagues to get away
from Murray.

“I'l bet e misses me, but | sure dont miss him,” said Eck-
ersiey. “He must have taken me deep six or seven times. He hit
the longest bome run I've ever seen It went 25 rows beyond
the bullpen in Fenoway. it was off Luis Tiant, thank goodness. |
wouldn wanl that hanging over me Ah better make that 20
rows. [ wouldnt want anyone to think [ was exaggerating ~
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But what if you are forced to go after Murray? You might

scorer did pot give him the benefil of the doubl on two of the
last three. ¥

Veteran lefthander Tommy John, released by the Angeis,
complained about a lack of communication with Maoager
Gene Mauch and pitching coach Marcel Lachemann. *1 seidom
knew when | was going to pitch.” said Jobn “] had to read it in
the paper coce when | wasnL [ dont like to use the word
‘communication,’ but [ didnY get much from either Gene or
Lach. [ piiched the best | could in & role that was pever de-
fined. | told them | can pitch a iittle every day out of the
bullpen or | can throw |25 pitches every flve days.”

been hit hardest by Murray. Wilcox has given up six homers
and 18 RBls, Murray's bests against an individual pitcher,
“He's one of the tew hitlers who can be a free swinger, yet
selective,” maid Wilcox. “"Umpires don call a lot of strikes on
him, so you have to make your pitches good A iot of the great

can see it ino Murray now. Basically, you are forced to throw
him good pitches. Then its up to him to hit them a mile, which
he ys Seems (o do.”

Former Orioles teammate Lee May, now the Kansas Clty
hitting coach, put it this way. “Eddie's like clockwork When
be’s hitting weil, he has no boles. He's the best right now. The
only guy you can put close to him s this guy in Atlanta— Dale
Murphy. But he strikes out a lot. Eddie doesn1.”

5ull, May isnY volunteering to pitch against either man He's

nol that foolish.
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