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Rende: A Manager
‘Who ‘Gets

When Sal Rende began his
baseball career, he seemed a
sure thing to make the major
leagues. He was named most
valuable player as a rookie in the
New York-Penn League, then
made the Southern League all-

star team his second year as he - |t

led the league in runs batted in.

After that, Rende’s playing ca-
reer stalled. Now, he appears to
be headed for the majors as a
manager.

This season, Rende, 35, led the
Omaha Royals to the American
Association championship and to
victory -over Rochester
(International) in the Triple-A
Classic. For his efforts, Rende
was selected THE SPORTING
NEws Minor League Manager of
the Year.

The American Assoclation ti-
tle was Omaha’s first since 1973.
“This year surprised me,” Rende
sald. “I didn't think we could be
as good as we ended up being.
This has to be my most satisfying
year.” -

‘Rende has had some other

good marks in a seven-year man-

agerial career. His composite
winning percentage is .565 (524-
403) and five of his seven teams
have finished first or won league
playoff titles.

“Sal got some quality years out
of our veteran people, and that's
always a good indicator of a good
motivator,” Joe Klein, director
of player development for the
parent Kansas City Royals, said
of Rende’s performance at Om-
aha. “He gets results.”

Rende won this year despite
being forced to change his entire
. starting rotation between the
~ start and end of the season. He
used 43 different players, a total
necessitated by the frequent

calis from the parent Royals for

injury replacements.
“The guys we had this year re-

ally enjoy playing the game,”
Rende said. “'I think a lot of them .

knew they were looking at one

more shot a big leagues, and
that gave’tth*:n something to
hang on to.”

Rende's style? “I like to start
.out kind of tough and set the
rules and ease up as the year
goes on,” he said. “I'mbhonest
with my players, and I think they
appreciate it. I like for them to
have fun. It's also a business, but
if you play 146 games and don't
have any fun, it's going to seem
like an awful long summer. I just
let themplay.” -~

Rende understands one major
difference between managing in
the minors and majors. In the
minors, a manager must develop
o as well as try to win.
Sometimes, it's hard to mix the
two approaches.

“Most of the development and .

coaching is done before the
game,” Rende said. “That’s when

we get the work in. You try not to:

~. have m:rt:-'dd anything in’a
game eyre
able with. It’s a little easier on
them if they’re not pressing to do

not comfort--
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something different.”

Does Rende wish he was stilla
player? _

“I look around and I see a lot of
guys who are 35 still playing,”
Rende said. “But I didn't think
there was any room for me and I
got a chance to go in another di-
rection. Now, I've got seven
years up on a new career. [ know

By ROB RAINS

Just tell Steve Boros that the
topic of conversation is shortstop
Jose Offerman, and there is no
need to ask any more questions.

“It's amazing what Jose is ca-
pable of doing,” the Los Angeles
Dodgers’ field coordinator says.
“He’s one of those players who {s
worth the price of admission. If
he has a day when he goes 0 for 4,
he will still do something that
will get your attention.

“He will make it clear to you

that is one of those-players who

comes along very rarely. He has

1 star quality and you can see it
and recogunize it. I don't think I
- have ever seen him play a game

that I did not see him do some-
thing special. He just has that

guality about him.”

The 21-year-old Offerman was
called up by the Dodgers at the .

end of August. When he left Al-

buquerque, he was hitting .326
and led the Pacific Coast League
with 60 stolen bases. The Dukes
went on to win the PCL champi-
onship.

For his performance, Offer-

man was selected THE SPORTING
NEws Minor League Player of
the Year.
. “He was the real catalyst on
that club,”” Boros sald. '"He
wasn't going to continue to hit
.400 in the PCL, as he did early,
but he continued to play well. His
style of play set the standard for
the whole team.”

assured that he will open the 1981

" geason as the Dodgers’ shortstop.

Although he was only 8 for 58

(.155) in his month in the majors,

he still figures prominently in
the club’s future.

“He's still got a lot to learn,”

. Boros said. "But he can be an im-

pact player at the major league
level. Sometimes the game has
come too easy for him and he’s
got so much talent he loses inter-
est. It's almost like it's so easy

|Pay Attention to Offerman

that he gets bored, but Al-
buquerque Manager Kevin Ken-
nedy handled that well.”

The only negative statistic
about Offerman is that he com-
mitted 36 errors in i17 games for
the Dukes, but Boros finds a way
to turn even that into a positive
note.

“He gets to a lot of balls that
other players wouldn't reach,”
Boros said. “If he continues to
work and looks at the major
leagues as a challenge, he'll con-

- tinue to get better.”

Charley Blaney, the Dodgers’
director of player development,
agrees with Boros about Offer-
man’s talent and ability.

“He has done everything we

" have asked of him so far,”

Blaney said. "Everything about
him stands out. He can run,
throw, field and hit. He has tre-
mendous instincts. Everything is
about average, and he is an out-
standing young man. We're
proud to have him as a Dodger.”
Despite his big season, Offer-
man was not named as the Dodg-
ers’ minor league player of the
year., That award went to San

Antonio outfielder Henry Rod--

riguez, who hit .291 with 28 hom-
ers and 109 RBIs and was named
the Texas League’'s MVP.

Boros almost sounded apolo-
getic about not picking Offer-
man. -
"Rodriguez was a bigger sur-
prise, and I guess Jose has al-
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I can manage a lot longer than Offerman, who also was ready done so many great things
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ShortstopsSlullsCalled asGoodas AnymtheGame

By ROB RMNS

one season at the academy, and

_ they aiready knew about him.”

Thnttmdedﬂn't*meoﬂ.andﬂ

| shunstup for them for years tu

“He's probably the most exciting
sfidrtstop I've seen since Tony Fer-

. nandez,” Boros said “There's no
- telling what he might be able to
do™

-—Offerman has roared through
the Dodgers’ farm system since he
left his native San Pedro de Ma-
coris, the Dominican baseball hot-
bed, in 1988 As a rookie with Great
Falls-{Pioneer), he hit 331 and

- stole 57 bases in 60 games. Offer-

Fa

90 errors in his two leagu

‘man then split the 1989 season be-
tween Bakersfield (California) and
San Antonio (Texas). He hit 306

.and stole 37 bases in 62 games in

Class A and had a 288 mark with
32 steals in €8 games in Dogble A. -

After 40 games this year with Al-
buquerque, the 21-year-old Offer-
nmian was the Pacific Coast
League leaders with a .370 average
andwasle&dmgtheieaguewuhzl
steals.

“He has all the ability to be an

_impact player in the big leagues,”
said Kevin Kennedy, managér of
the Dukes. “He's doing everything
we hoped he would do.™

That includes perfecting his
skills as a leadoff hitter, improving
his bunting and, especially, work-
ing on his defense.

Any negatives about ﬂﬂerman
would have his frequent
errors. He had a combined total of
es last
year. Some of those were the result

. of mental mistakes and many were

because of poor throws.

This year, he had committed
only nine errors in 40 games.

“We want him to make the rou-
tine play and he does that,” Ken-
nedy said. “Some of his errors in
the past have been from a lack of
concentration. He's ironed those
{problems) out.”

Charlie Blaney, the Dodgers®
director of minor league opera-
tions, and Boros like what they
have seen of Offerman’s defense.

“His biggest improvement has
been consistency in the field,”
Blaney said. “He’s working very
bard at it and we're very pleased
with -his progress. He's always had

“’great range.”

‘Added Boros, “He still has some
things to learn, but he's getting
close. His skills are a3 good as any
shortstop in the game.”

Offerman akso Is working on im-

~ proving his English. He took
_classes at home last winter-and
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playing,” Offerman said. “Last
year,lmdemumuymand
this year I'm more
on my throws. 1 feel very relaxed.”
On offense, all the Dodgers want
from Offerman is more of what he
nevér be:a: power hitter, aithough
Boros believes he will get stronger
and perhaps develop into a player
who could hit 15 bomers a year.
"'Ih:tidlc:anﬁnnlnlnﬁhmgs,

ﬂu-ongﬁm
mlearingdwﬂommﬂepu&hc 1988.

“I'm happy with the way I'm_ Boros said “He'sa m dﬁupimad
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hitter and there isn't much more
ynu:nnlﬂaskiurlnlhewnynf
physical tools.”

Added Kennedy, “He can beat
you so many ways—with his bat,
his legs or his defense. He can make
the great play going to his left or
right. He has a chance to be an im-
pact piayer, not just a good player.

“If he plays uke he's playing
m,hemldbetnthehgleaguu
this year.” |

Said Boros, “He is a legitimate

threat who can steal

_Insasteahng
50 or more in the big leagues. He's

a switch-hitter who hits .300. He

can make spectacular plays in the
field and has a great arm and great

range.HensatrmMgﬂted

bly say that
er. Sometimes he iooks as if he
takes things for granted in the

~ field, bl:t that will improve with

ahoulaurrmngplay-'

Minor League Baseball
.Offerman Exciti ng Dodgers
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ST. LOUIS—A decision by Roch-
ester (International) third base-
man Leo Gomez to wear glasses
fulitime has produced some posi
tive results.

Gomegz, one of the Orioles’ top
prospects, was leading all Triple-A
hitters with: 11 home runs through
May 23. He hit 18 homers last year
with Hagerstown (Eastern).

“He's worn glasses off the field,
and this year he started wearing
them to piay. He's had success, s0 |
don’t think he'll take them off,”

said Doug Melvin, the Orioles’ as-

“He's a pure hitter and has hit
wherever he's played,” Melvin
said. “There's not many of those
around in the minors.”

Gomez had a career high uf 19
homers in 1887 with Hagerstown,
then in the Carolina League. He led
the league 1with a .326 average,
drove in 110 runs and was named

| the Orioles’ argamzatiml player

of the year,

mmw abuut your fielding,’ " Mel
vin said. ““He has made great
m-ixl'ﬁ and is ddngan outstanding

for the Winter. Eaven (Florida

| State) club. But he never thought it-

would be thisbad.
After 46 games, the Red Su:l:

| were 7-39, a woelul .152 percent- |
out of -

- age, and were 1814 games
ﬁrstphm,thewmst'rmdinﬁe
-minors. Winter Haven was 1-22 at
- home.

“We didn’t thipk it ‘would be

quite this tough,” Kenney said. *“We .

put our young players in that

Iﬁgne.andlﬂﬂnkmnvmgeag&

Epmbahlylﬂtulﬂwhﬂeimzﬂnr

27 for other-clubs, IWe've never-|
whh winning or |
H.ike Linskey from Hagerstown
(Eastern) to Rochester (Interna-

been concerned
losing in the ; we're
%medwrthdﬁ&m’emm
nntagmdawﬁem
in. The kids are holding up well,
andltmntinthesemndhaﬂdme
season, they will get better and not
beasnvmmhedasmeywerein

the beginning.”
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Said Manager Dave Holt, who
had a 52-87 record with the Winter
Haven club a year ago, “It's been
frustrating. You can see from the
improvement we've made that a
year from now we won't be making
the same mistakeS. We just have to
keep them working hard and try to
achieve goals, even if they're small
and modesL”

* * *

Carl Randle of the Gastonia
(South Atlantic) Rangers pitched
the season's second no-hitter in the
minors when he beat Greensboro
on May 19. Randle, 22, struck out 10
and walked five. Mike Dunne of
Las Vegas (Pacific Coast) had the
year’s first no-hitter before he was
recalled by the Padres. . . . Tom
Goodwin, one of the Dodgers’ top
prospects, was promoted from Ba-
kersfield (California) to San Anto-
nio (Texas). He hit 293 and had a
league-high 22 stolen bases in 32
games ‘with Bakersfield. “He de-
served the uppnrtumty to play
there (in Double A),” said Charlie
Blaney, the " director of
minor league operations. “We had
some things we wanted him to
work on last year in rookie ball and
this year in A ball, and he's done
that.” In another California-to-
Texas promotion, the Brewers
moved pitcher Cal Eldred from
Stockton to El Paso. Eldred was 4-2
with the Ports and had a league-
high 75 strikeouts in 50 innings.
Both Goodwin and Eldred were
firsi-round picks in fast June's

Righthander Dave Proctor, the
Mets' No. 1 draft selection in 1988, -

‘was sidelined for the season after
‘undergoing elbow surgery. .. .

Pﬁchﬁjnmmmew
first-round pick in "88, was placed
on the Arkansas (Texas) disabled
list with a sore elbow. Ericks was

1 I-2 for the Travelers with a 9.39

ERA in four starts. Ericks was ex-

' Louisville {(American Association)

third baseman Geronimo Pena

e A At e e
a severe cut on

hand. Several stitches were re-

quired to close the wound.

- The QOrioles promoted pitcher

tional). I.inskeihndg;:?-l for
Hagerstown and won games
for the Suns in the second half of
the- 1989 season after a promotion
from Class A. -
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