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6
CHANGING AL’S Grass Fields, Shorter Fences

" “If the pitchers give Clark fast-

balls, he's going to bit a lot of [
homers. If they walk him, thea |

Winfield is going to have a very big
year. Either way, we come out
ahead.”

-

.......

Appeal to A Newcomer Parker

By KIT STIER T
PHOENIX—Dave EarkEr -‘Was

sweating beneath a warm A;izuna

-sun. He stood behind a batting cage
watching Bob Welch master a fork-
ball under the direction of Oakland
A's pitching coach Dave Duncan.

“He (Welch) has been here two
weeks and he is already trying tha
tricky American League stuff,
‘said Parker, a 15-year major
league veteran, as he walked away
from the cage shaking his head.
“He's a good pitcher though, a good
pitcher.”

While Welch spent his first nine
seasons in the majors firing fast-
balls for the Los Angeles Dodgers,
Parker was elsewhere in the Na-
tional League—with Pittsburgh for
11 years and Cincinnati the [ast

{ four—making life miserable for

~the likes of Welch.
While Welch becomes acquaint-

4~ed with A.L. hitters this season,

_Parker has.10:get used to a 'new
" position as well as new pitchers.
“There will:be some adjust- .
d é -36-year-old out-
as’.been ticketed to
d for Oakland after
t fielder for the Pirates

= '3.-

‘Reds::
“Playing Ieft field is the big

they.are going to pitch me,”

: I‘&Htermi&}f-‘!mher than that, it's

> “The a‘s‘#ren't worried about the
six-urng ‘National League All-Star
(and 1978 Most Valuable Player)
adjusting to the switch in leagues.

i | Parker's 297 career average, plus

ﬂnva Parl:ar’: uyal Ilghf

-~ up when he thinks of some
of the A.L.’s short rlght-
" fleld pnrchaa
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-{.approach him.b¥ throwing off-
_ - speed déliveries away: He aiso-
seod | noted that the pitching styles in the
R Wo—lgagmh&mmmurem
B | larin recenty Ihﬁtihg Natmn- 1_{3{:&, ‘Half the 12 N.L. parks have

-273 home runs and 1,190 runs bat-

" ‘ted attest ;utjsahmw to hit. But

» Parker underwent sur-

& .
- "'!-r s

in‘&h : ouston, Atlanta,
Maﬂﬂu New York Yank-
ees, knows #bout switching
leagues., Watson- sdid there were
_three a".'hessinybich Parker would

| haveto adaptZZpitching, umpires
and ball parlrs.

.'. b0 e H P P |-:|_|--l|| .

rheﬂtﬂuual

lﬂguamsymmamr"

{ cal (artificial) turf fields;” Watsan

- safd. “Amerjcanr”League parks
have their own characteristics
with those little nooks and cran-
nies.”

Parker's eyes light up when he
thinks of the short porches in right
field in places like Detroit, New
York and Baltimore.

“Now that's attractive; there are
much better dimensions in this
league,” said the lefthanded power
hitter, who hit a moon shot onto
the roof of Tiger Stadium in dn ex-
hibition appearance with Cincin-
nati last summer,+

To take advantage of the AL
stadiums, Parker said he may have
o change his hitting style just a
touch.

“My theory on hitting is still see-
ing the ball and attacking it,”
Parker said. “I may spread out my
stance and add an ounce and a half
to my bat.”

~Parker-figures AL, pitctiers will

once was.

“1 am going to try to hit the ball
the other way with the dtmensmns
here,” he said.

Watson agreed with mat strate-

“If I was pitching to Dave
Parker, I would want to get him off
the plate inside and then throw
“him a lot of crap outside to keep
him off balance,” Watson said. “If I
-was Parker, 1'd take the hard stuff
up and in because it's usually not a
strike. Then I'd try to go the other
way with the next pitch.”

Batting in the power-packed A's
lineup should be to Parker’s advan-
tage. Who is the opposing pitcher
going to challenge? Parker? Jose
Canseco? Mark McGwire? Carney
Lansford? Don Baylor? Terry
Steinbach? °

*Since Parker is the big guy on
the- block, they may want to mess
with him,” Watson said.

Lansford and Baylor will help in
another way. They have spent
their entire careers in the Ameri-
can League and will be able to give
Parker a good education on the
pitching styles he'll face.

|-thing.plus Jegrning the-patterns<  probibly the biggest adjustment

"Parker must make will be in the
putfield. «

A's Manager Tony LaRussa
opted to move Canseco back to
right field and give Parker a look
in left, a positiod he has never
played.

“I thought about it long and
hard,” LaRussa said after finally
deciding to move Parker into left.
“There were a couple -of factors.

: wﬂhﬂiﬁﬂkﬂﬂﬁl&ﬁ | First, and right at the top, was his |

willingness to do what is necessary.
Second, there is no reason a player
of his ability can't make the
‘change. There will be IESE wear
and tear.”

The move appeals to Parker

“I've grown accustomed to div-
ing to mYy right,”" Parker said.
“Now, I've:got to grow amtstnmed
todiving tomy left.

o1 don't-think it is sumeth.ing I

I"Can't do. It’s somewhat of a chal-

Jenge. [take a1ot of pride in what I
. ¢o on defense and {'ll do a lot of the
extra stuff, such as taking balls
after practice and during batting -
practice,”

There are those who would sug-
gest that Parker took the first step
on the downside of his career last
year in Cincinnati. His average
dipped to a career-low .253 and he
hit 26 home runs and drove in,87
ruas. -

Parker counters by saying that
he probably should have had knee
Ssurgery during the season, that the
only reason he played when he had
bone chips floating around on the
knee was because the Reds were in
the race for the N.L. West Division
title and had a bunch of youngsters
in their lineup.

For a guy whose knee was sub-
ject to locking up at any given mo-
ment, Parker's numbers werea't
all that bad. '

The knee is better nuw Parker
ean run forward, backward and
move laterally with ease.

T inthe American League, only

Minnesota, Seattle, Kansas City .
and Toronto play on artificial sur-

sSeatineed op:Rage s, Column )



