Perez Hits HRs to O

By EARL LAWSON

CINCINNATI, O.—A happy smile wreathed the moon-
shaped face of Tony Perez as the Reds’ slugging third
baseman peered out from behind a phalanx around his
locker which had been formed by writers.

“There he is, gentlemen, the greatest hitter I've ever
seen,” said Red relief ace Wayne Granger, nodding toward
the Cuban slugger. *‘‘He’s also one of the greatest guys
in the world . . . give you the shirt off his back.”

Then, grinning, Granger added, “I don't want his shirt.
I'll just take the homers he hits. I'm sure glad he's
on my team,”

It was the night of April 28 and Perez had just socked
his 10th homer of the month, tying a major league record
set last year by the Orioles’ Frank Robinson.

“Ten homers,” exclaimed Red coach Alex Grammas.
“Just think, that's just two less than 1 hit in my whole
major league career.” ‘

“How many years was that?”

““Ten,” replied Alex, bursting out with laughter and al-
most choking on the cigar which protruded from his mouth.

““Hey, Tony, tell them how you did it,”” sounded a voice
above the happy chatter which echoed throughout the Reds’
clubhouse.

“I'm just trying to follow Little Victor's orders,” said
Perez, grinning.

Victor is Perez' four-year-old son. And his orders?

“It's the same every day,” answered Tony, the grin
widening. “Every day when T head for the park he say,
‘Hit a home run, daddy."”

Perez’ record-tying homer was a two-run blast and one
of his two hits for the night as he led the Reds to a 4-2
victory over the Astros. ~

Count Keeps Soaring

The two hits for the night boosted Perez' batting mark to
a league-leading .461. And, the three RBIs he picked up
along the way boosted his season output to 26.

“Like 1 said,” repeated Granger, “he’s the greatest hit-
ter I've ever seen.,"”

Of course, the Red relief hurler’s opinion might be a little
prejudiced. Still, you probably won’t hear a dissenting
voice from any member of the Giants’ pitching staff.

In seven games against the Giants this season, Perez has
pounded out 15 hits in 25 trips to the plate. And the hits,
which include four homers, have chased 13 runs across
the plate.

Astro Manager Harry Walker, who has the reputation for
knowing a little bit about hitting, also is a Perez admirer.

“If you get any stronger, they’ll have to put you in an-
other league,” Walker yelled to Perez one day this spring
at Cocoa Beach, Fla., after the Red third baseman pounded
Astro pitching for a single, double and homer.

“Tony is a lot quicker with the bat now than he was
when he first came up to the majors,” said Walker. *‘And
he handles that inside pitch much better.

“He's also capable of hitting a ball to any field and over
any fence,” continued the Astro manager. “Those are the
toughest hitters to pitch to. The easiest are the hitters who
do nothing but pull the ball.”

Former Red Manager Dave Bristol, now piloting the
Brewers, pays Perez an even greater tribute.

“If a game goes long enough, Tony Perez will find a
way to win it,” was an oft-repeated Bristol remark during
his managerial days in Cincinnati.

And, anyone who witnessed the 1967 All-Star Game

at Anaheim, knows just what Bristol means.

Because, it was Perez’ memorable homer off Jim Hunter
in the 15th inning that gave the National League a 2-1 vic-
ory.

Perez will long remember that trip to the All-Star Game.
There had been no room available for him and his wife
when they arrived at Anaheim.

Ensconced in Presidential Suite

And when the mixup was finally straighted out, Tony and
his wife wound up in the hotel’s presidential suite. That
he should wind up hitting the game-winning homer was
only a fitting climax to the story.

Surprisingly enough, there even have been times when
Perez has won games with his legs instead of his bat. Like
the day last May when Perez came home on the front end
of a double steal in the eighth inning to give the Reds a
7-6 triumph over the Pirates.

Tony was dumbfounded that night when third base

~coach Vern Benson warned him “to be ready."” This was

seconds after Bristol flashed the delayed steal sign to
Johnny Bench, who was perched on first base,

“I couldn't believe the sign,” said Perez, grinning. *‘I
thought sure maybe Bristol think he had put in a pinch-
runner for me.”

“There are times when you think Teny can’t run,” said
Bristol. “But when the money is on the line, darned if he
doesn’t do the job.

“The man just has good instincts,” continued Bristol.

“1 think it comes from here,” he added, touching his
heart. “No one wants to win more than he does.”

A listener was reminded of an incident which had
taken place a week or so before the night of Perez’ theft
of home,

The Reds had just dropped a heart-breaking 4-3 decision
to the Giants and Perez was sitting in front of his locker
berating himself for an error he had made which cost
his team a victory.

In that same game, Tony had hit two homers, but all
he could remember was the fourth-inning grounder off the
bat of Bobby Bonds which scooted through his legs and
led to the Giants' fourth run.

Tony Couldn’t Forget Error

“] hit two homers, so what?” Tony exclaimed, dis-
gustedly. “I still give the game away. And winning is all
that counts.” ,

Perez was remembering the error long after the game
ended.

“Tony told me under the showers that I've got to hit him
more ground balls, give him more fielding practice,” for-
mer Red coach Jimmy Bragan said, recalling the incident.

Perez was only 17 and was playing for a sugar factory
team in his native Cuba when first signed to a professional
baseball contract by the Reds.

] was a shortstop then and built like him,” said Perez,
nodding toward Dave Concepcion, the Reds’ 6-2, 155-pound
rookie shortstop from Venezuela.

But, even as a skinny youngster, Perez socked 27 homers
and drove home 132 runs for Geneva (New York-Pennsyl-
vania) in his first full season in pro ball.

It wasn't until after the 1963 season at Macon (Sally)
that Perez became the muscular 200-pounder you see today.
“] played for Bristol that year at Macon,” said Tony.
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Tony Perez . . . Even-Tempered Slugger.

“At the end of the season, Dave tell me I'm too skinny, that
I should go home during the winter and put on some
weight.”

Perez passed up winter ball that season to spend the off-
season in Charlotte, N. C., with a fellow Cuban ball player
named Minnie Mendoza.

“1 eat meat, rice and beans all winter,” said Tony, grin-
ning.

His weight ballooned 40 pounds.

“] come to spring training and no one recognize
me,” said Tony. “And when they do, they laugh.”

“Tony, youve got to take off some weight,”” was an
alarmed Bristol's first remark to Perez.

“Dave, make up your mind,”” was Perez’ laughing re-

. tort,

That's Perez. He has the perfect temperament for base-
ball. Like most strongmen, he’'s easy-going. But he’ll
fight . . . he's a battler,

No Gripes From Tony

“And he’s a guy who'll never get out of line or gripe,”
is the compliment Bristol paid him.

Perez put in two years without a whimper as a part-
time player for the Reds after graduating from the Pa-
cific Coast League, where, in 1964, he batted .309, rapped .
34 homers and drove home 107 runs for San Diego, then a
Reds’ farm club.

Not once did one hear any “trade me or play me" ulti-
matums from the Cuban slugger when he rode the bench
waiting for the opportunity to play regularly.

“Okay if you say so,”” was Perez’ only comment when
Bristol played Lee May, then a rookie just up from Buffalo,
ahead of Tony during the tag-end of the 1366 season.

Sure, Perez was bitterly disappointed, but he took out his
frustration on the pitchers in the Puerto Rican Winter
League, leading the loop in clouting, not pouting.

And when Bristol shifted Perez from first base to third
base to make room for May early in the 1967 season, after
an injury to Deron Johnson, the only noise you heard from
the husky Cuban came from his bat.

“Unbelievable,” exclaimed Tony late last month when
he found himself hitting an even .500 after his first 66 trips
to the plate.

“I think Tony smells those RBIs the way he rips the
ball with men on base,” said an elated Sparky Anderson,
the Reds’ rookie manager, the night Tony socked his rec-
ord-tying homer against the Astros.

“T swear I really think he’s gonna break Babe Ruth's
record,” exclaimed Granger, momentarily forgetting a guy
named Roger Maris during his enthusiastic outburst.

Maybe he won't break Ruth’s or Maris’ records, but he’s
almost a cinch to top the 37 homers he hit for the Reds
last year, when he drove home 122 runs and batted .294
while experiencing his finest season since joining the club
in 1965. -

“Power hitters? I love to see them .
my club,” said Granger,

And that guy adding a hasty amen is Sparky Anderson.

. . when they're on
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Tony Perez leads
Cincinnati team-
mates through a tire-
hopping routine at
Al Lopez Field in
Tampa and skips
rope to polish up his
coordination.

A good, clean liver, according
to Manager Dave Bristol,
Perez helps his wife, Pituka,
with the dinner dishes.

Perez enjoys a few moments
of relaxation with his wife and
19-month-old son, Victor.
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TAMPA, Fla. — For the greater
part of two seasons, Tony Perez
sat on the Reds’ bench telling him-
self that he could produce in the
major leagues if someone would
just give him a chance.

Last year Perez got that chance.

“Now,” said Perez, ‘I know I
can do what I always thought I
could do.”

What Perez did last year was
bat .290, sock 26 homers and drive
home 102 runs. And, too, there was
that memorable home run he hit
off Jim Hunter in the 15th inning
to give the National League All-
Stars a 2-1 victory over the Amer-
ican League in the annual midsum-
mer classic in Anaheim.

The trip to the All-Star Game
still seems like a dream to Perez.
There had been no room available
for him and his wife when they ar-
rived at Anaheim. And, when the
mix-up was finally straightened out,
Tony and his wife wound up in the
presidential suite. That he should
wind up hitting the game-winning
homer was only a fitting climax to
the story.

All Doubts Removed

The trip, the game, the homer
. . . Perez will never forget them.

“I hit homer, I know I belong
there,” said Perez.

The doubts which existed in
Perez’ mind at this time last year
have been replaced by an air of
complete confidence.

It shows in the way he walks,
the way he talks. And it's reflected
by the perpetual smile which
wreaths his moon-shaped face.

Perez’ name was mentioned fre-
quently in trade rumors during the
winter of 1966. At the time, the
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PERELZ... o Perfect Temperament

By EARL LAWSON

Reds had three other first base-
men—Deron Johnson, Gordy Cole-
man and Lee May. Perez, it ap-
peared, was expendable.

“I want to play,” said Perez
here last spring, ‘‘and I hope I
play for Cincinnati. I like to play
for Dave Bristol, He's like me. He
wants to win.”

Perez had played for Bristol at
Macon in the Sally League. And he
had played for Bristol, too, at San
Diego in 1964, when he hit ,309,
socked 34 homers and drove home
107 runs.

Clean Liver, Battler

During those two seasons, Bris-
tol had learned to respect Perez
as a man and as a player.

“Tony,” said Bristol, ““has the
perfect temperament for baseball.
He’s a big, easy-going guy, but
he'll fight . . . he's a battler.

‘“He's a good, clean liver,” con-
tinued the manager. ‘“‘Never gets
out of line and he’ll never gripe.”

Bristol, perhaps, was remember-
ing the last month of the 1966 sea-
son. May had been recalled from
Buffalo and had played regularly
as Perez sat on the bench.

“l had explained to Tony that I
wanted to take a look at Lee . . .
see what I could expect of him in
1967," said Bristol.

There was no moaning and
groaning from Perez. The only
noise he made came from his bat
during the winter of 1966 when he
terrorized pitchers in the Puerto
Rican Winter League, winding up
with the loop's top batting and RBI
marks.

It was Tony’'s way of telling
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Bristol what he could expect of
him in 1967,

Bristol predicted here last spring
that May and Perez would wage a
torrid battle for the first base
job.

“It'll go down in history as ‘The
Battle of Florida,”"” a grinning
Bristol had said. No truer words
ever were spoken. Because it
wasn't until Perez went five-for-five
in his last exhibition game that the
battle ended and Tony was de-
clared the victor.

Through it all, Perez had no
greater rooter than May. And May
had no greater rooter than Perez.

Both Won Steady Jobs

Eventually, both Perez and May
wound up in the regular lineup,
Tony at third and May at first.

Bristol pointed out this during
his first meeting with the players
here this spring.

May didn't roll over dead when
Perez was awarded first base on
opening day last year, Bristol re-
minded his listeners. He kept plug-
ging away and his perseverance
paid off. It was something, Bristol
mentioned, that a few players
might remember this spring when
they find themselves thinking their
causes are hopeless.

A full season in 1967 in the Na-
tional League . . . 70 more games
in Puerto Rico this winter. It has
been a lot of baseball for Perez.

Too much, perhaps?

“I'm strong,” said Perez. It was
a statement, not a boast.

“l have to play to stay in

(Continued on Page 6, Column 4)
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LISTEN TO LOGIC

Dick Young in a recent column
seemed to agree with Frank Rob-
inson that prejudice is to blame
for the excessive excitement over
the 1967 Triple Crown winner, Carl
Yastrzemski.

In 1966, the Orioles won the pen-
nant easily and swept the World
Series in four straight—not much
cause for any other than normal
fan response. In 1967, however,
the American League race gener-
ated more excitement than ever
before. The seven-game World
Series between Boston and St
Louis increased this excitement.

Naturally, the hero of an excit-
ing season will be more widelv
recognized than the hero of a me-
diocre season. Robby is not the
victim of racial prejudice. He just
had his big season when fan in.
terest was medium. Certainly some
prejudice exists, but the term has
become an excuse for to0 manv
incidents and situations. Let's trv
logic first. WARREN SHELLEY

Asheville, N. C.

EXPAND THE BASEBALL

I want to submit a proposal
which I believe would go a long
way toward creating more action
and excitement in baseball. 1
think the size of the ball shouid
be increased. It should bes nine
and one-half inches in circumizr.
ence in 19688 and t1en inches in
1870, with this becoming the sianc-
ard size. The weight should zo
up proportionately.

Barting averages wouiZ gt upn.
and the ball wouid b2 in play mors
without eliminating the suprems
position of the pitcher.

MORRIS L. RIDENOUR

South Bend. Inc.

FORTHRIGHT CLETE

I alwavs hzwve admired Cie
Bover of the Atlznia Br =
] admire him even more &fs
reading his commenis zbour som
of his teammates in vour Febru-
arv 24 issue. It iz 2 rarz mzn who
will say what he thinks, knowing
it will cost him =some friends.

I saw the Braves play numerous
times last s2zson and 1 know thz:
what Clete savs iz true.

WILLIAM F. JOHNSON

Savannah, Ga.

OF ALL THE NERVE!

For vears, Clete Bover nad 10
struggle day after day 1o siav
the majors. If it weren't for his
so-called good glove. hs
still be in the minors. After having
a so-so vear in 1967 (his best byv
far), he's got the nerve 1o crit-
cize his team and his ex-pilo:.
Clete might be right, but who
is he that he should embarrass
the whole team? Ii he's so grear.
the record books sure are mislead-
ing. MINOS G. RIGOPOULIS
Mavwood, N. J.

CALVIN'S PRESS AGENT

You recently published a leter
from a reader named Michzael H.
Brown of Niagara Falls, N. Y.
The letter stated that Calvin Mur.
phy of Niagara U. was bener
than St. Bonaventure's Bob Lanier
and was inch-for-inch the finest
basketball plaver in the land.

While Murphy is hirting 40 per-
cent from the field, Lanier is hi:-
ting 62 percent. Lanier also aver-
ages 16 rebounds a game 10 Mu:-
phy's four. Reader Brown noted
that he had seen and even talked
to Lanier. Brown forgot 10 men.
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Yankee Fan Has His Sav.
And It’s Free of Charge

About z vear s2g0. vou were
accusad of giving to0o much
ink to the Yankess. Now wvon
have gons o the Othar extrames
and are giviag them the very
minimum. For moaths On end
vou hzve given the Yeankaes
only one storv weaeklv by Jim
Ogle and 20t &1 0= mors.

Other tezms g2t s much &s
ardcles. In the Februery
rzvas znd Dodg-
rageived a full pege.
give us Yenkee fans

ur guea.
On2 more thing —this is
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—osin., Witk fzw emceprions, the
zre Cub fzms. I tmz Whiiz Sox
£VEr TOIVE 1T zooihEr citv, it owill
De the wriisrs fzu't ED EATON
Criczsgo. I
READING PLEASURE
Your spricgetrzininz issne was
z Cslizht. CHARLES SEGAR

b

New York. NU Y.
ROWE SOMETHING SPECIAL

Jirm Emright's eolumn regentdy

) S S

£
LTe n2non's loremost fresh-
rmzn Dzsketbel]l plavers. He omit-
122 UCLAs &8 Curtis Rowe, who
s without doubr the bast fresh-
mzz in the USA. Rowe has smash-
ed 2l of Lew Alcindor's frosh
recorcs in leading the UCLA frosh

160 record.

After z brief scrimmage in which
Rows scored 11 points off Alcin-
cor znd blocked three of Law's
shots, ver Cozach John Wooden de-
clared, ‘‘Rowe ranks second in
rebounding a2t UCLA right now.”

RUSSELL BOENKER

North Hollvwood, Calif.

RUSS IS OVEREXTENDED

While I 2dmire Bill Russell ac
2 plever, no man can coach 2z pro
bzsketbz!l team and play at the
sarme tmeée and stll bring a team
home in first place. Ask Dave De-
Busschere and Richie Guerin.

The Boston Celtes could be in
first piace in the NBA's Eazstern
Division by three 1o five games
¥ they had z non-plaving coach.
G. M. Red Auverbach should wise
up and give Bostwon fans znother
winnér. ROBERT E. SPARKS

RE]&.‘?&ﬂJE, N. C

& < THE SPORTING NEWS, MARCH 16, 1968 *

T
o e — T

ENOUGH OF BRUNDAGE

After reading We Believe in your
Februerv 24 issue on the anti-
guseted Olvmpic views of Avery
Brundage, 1 had to comment. The
Russians and other European
countries already possess a tre-
mendous advantage over the U. S.
and Canada with their policy of
sending their best athletes, re-
gardiess of whether they are truly
ameateurs.

This was especially evident when
& much more seasoned Russian
hockev team, which had trained
for vears, defeated Canada, truly
an amateur team. [ fee] that if
the Olvmpics are to become a
trpe test of the best amateur ath-
letes. a2 universal standard of am-
areurism must be established. This
will never be realized as long as
Avery Brundage remains in
charge. ANDY MELLEN

Melbourne, Fla.

VYERDICT WAS RAW

Reacantly an Olvmpic jury made
ons of the poorest decisions I ever
heard of. By deciding to run the
man’s specizl slalom in spite of
ick fog. thev cheated both spec-
tztors z2nd skiers of one of the
miast spactacular of all Olvmpic

= -
el e

Thousznds of viewers were able
o w22 oaiv & fzint outline of their
‘zvoriie skiers. The skiers were
Surt by this decision, too.  Sev-
. warz z: z distinct disadvan-
=z Irom the sitart because of
: of gepth perception. Others
r¢ cisguzlified for missing
.2 could barelv see,

Th2n Jezn Claude Killy's third
goié m=dal was iarnished by a
dimtzr cispute berween France and
Ansiriz over the disgualification
of =wzr! Schranz. Certainly the
jury shouidé be questioned for ex-
tremselv poor judgment in this mat-
er, EDWARD CAYLOR
2. Ge.

THE MAGNETIC ROCKET

1 want 10 congratulate Joe Falls
02 his wonderful column in the
Febroary 24 issue on Rocket Rich-
ard. 1 waiched the Canadiens from
the time 1 was plaving goal in
high school in Montrezal, starting
in 1834,

Verv few plavers in any sport
could bring spectators to their
fzz1 25 the Rocker did. As soon
zs he touched the puck, vou could
feel the excitement rise. He was
greatest in the toughest games.

In the 1%40s, ] got to practice
ofizn 25 an extra goalie with the
Montrezl Rovals znd sometimes
with the Canadiens. To me, it
was alwavs a thrill just to be
around such an intense super-star
as the Rocket. BOB SCARLETT

Arvada, Colo.

THE KISS OF DEATH

What is CBS trying to do? First
thev ook myv beloved Yanks and
developsd them into Josers. Next
thev decided that one TV baseball
game on a weekend was enough
for any red- blooded American.
Now they are tryving to kill hockey
with that fiasco they present each
weekend.

Those2 of us who live near the
Cznadian border and are priv-
ileged 10 watch the Canadian
Broadczsting Company's Hockey
Night in Canada and listen to
Dznny Gallivan know that a real
hockev 1elecast is made up of two
things—z good znnouncer and good
camerz work. I think CBS has
neither. L. E. HOEPFER

Cclumbia Falls, Mont.
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ball during a Reds’ batting practice at Tampa.

PEREZ

(Continued From Page 5)

shape,” he added. ‘I put on weight
too easily. I get too fat if I do
nothing in the winter.”

The husky Cuban was speaking
from experience. He was a lanky
6-2, 170-pounder in 1963 after a sea-
son under Bristol at Macon.

“You're too thin,”” Bristol told
him. “Go home and put on some
weight during the winter.”

Perez, denied his homeland,
Cuba, lived that winter in Char-
lotte, N. C., with Minnie Mendoza,
another Cuban player who had
played in the Sally League.

“I ate a lot of meat, rice and
beans,” recalled a grinning Perez.
“Minnie, he was a good cook.”

Perez' weight ballooned 40
pounds.

“I come to spring training and
no one recognizes me,” said Perez.
“When they do, they laugh.”

“Take It Off”

“Tony, you've got to take off
some weight,” was an alarmed
Bristol’s first remark.

“Dave, make up your mind,"
was Perez' laughing retort.

Perez batted .308 and finished
just four runs shy of May's loop-
ieading RBI total in the winter
league this year.

“I want to cut down my strike-
outs this season,” said Tony.

“Too many times,"” he said, *I
swing for home runs . . . try to
win games all by mysell, 1 wind
up striking out . . . popping up."

Perez thinks he'll also be an im-
proved player in the field this year.
He broke into pro baseball as a

MBS R R R e R TR Tt =
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As Emergency Keystoner,
Tony Started Double Play

TAMPA, Fla. — Because of
an emergency, Tony Perez was
called upon to play second
base last summer,

“l do okay, too, didn't I?"
said the likeable Cuban. *I
even start double play. How
about that?"

It was a Sunday game in the
middle of June last year at Los
Angeles' Dodger Stadium.

Two days earlier, Pete Rose
had been sidelined with a badly-
bruised shoulder. And that
same day shortstop Leo Car-
denas had sustained a broken
bone in his left hand.

With Rose and Cardenas out
of action and second baseman
Tommy Helms on weekend
duty with the Marine reserves,
Red Manager Dave Bristol was
desperate,

second baseman. This was at Ge-
neva (MVP) in 1961,

“When Pete Rose joined the
team, 1 moved to third,"” said
Perez. The Cuban slugger remain-
ed at third until switched to first
base at San Diego in 1964. And it
wasn’t until Deron Johnson pulled
a hamstring muscle last May that
Tony returned to third.

“In Puerto Rico this winter,”
said Perez, "I work on fielding
balls hit to my right. That was my
weakness last year,”

The smile on his face brightened.

“lI have another good year,” he
sald, “and we win pennant. Nice,
huh?"



CLASS AAA
STANDING ON WEDNESDAY A. M., MAY 20
EASTERN DIVISION

Club -~ Ark. Den. 0.C. S.L. Ind. Dal. Pert. S.D. Tac. Spo. Sea.
Arkansas (Phillies} ....... . 0 1 0 0 4 3 2 0 p.':i 51 ng' E i'i ;ﬁlté 6.8.
Denver (Braves) .......0 . 2 0 0 4 3 2 0 1 X 3 20 15 571 o
Oklahoma City Colts) ...2 1 . 3 1 0 0 5 2 1 ©0 % 18 35 545 1
Salt Lake (Cubs) ........... w0 0 1 . 0 3 2 1 2 0 5 3 17 17 500 24
Indianapolis (WhiteSox) .. 0 0 2 0 . 0 1 2 2 1 2 2 12 15 a3 4
Dallas (Athletics) ... . 0 0 1 0 . 0 1 2 1 ¢ 3 8 24 250 10%
WESTERN DIVISION
Portland (Indians) ... 5 5 0 6 1 0 . 0 2 3 0 0 22 12 . —
San Diego (Reds) e 2 2 3 3 2 3 0 .. 0 O O 5 20 14 .gg‘. 2
Tacoma (Giants) wveeoeeeee 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 0 . & 0 17 15 531 4
Spokane (Dodgers) ... 1 3 3 0 1 3 1 @ 4 % 0 17 17 500 5
Seattle (Red Sox) e 1 3 0 1 6 0 O 0 1 3 . O 15 17 369 6
Hawaii (Angels) ... 1 1 1 1 2 5 ¢ 1 0 0 ¢ . 12 353 10

Major league affiliations In parentheses.
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Injuns Massacre
Rainier Hurlers

By HY ZIMMERMAN
SEATTLE, Wash.

There was a hot time in the old
Coast league on Saturday night, May
16.

In Denver, the heat was literal—
fire broke out on a wooden fence and
spread into the left field stands.

In Seattle, the fire was figurative—
Indianapolis’ Indians burned down the
fort and tortured three Rainier pitch-
ers for 15 runs in the first inning, a
leagne record, and an 18-0 victory.

In Denver, the game was suspend-
ed. The fire broke out with the score
1-0 for Spokane in the bottom of the
seventh Inning.

Fans in the fiery part of Bears
Stadium were cleared out; no one was
injured. Firemen put out the blaze
in about 15 minutes, but the game
was suspended because of electrical
damage and resultant failure of
power. It was completed the next
night.

In Seattle, the Rainier pitchers had
no such luck. The Indians attacked
and attacked to topple and/or tie
some venerable records.

15 Runs Set Record

The 15 runs were a record for the
first inning, exceeding by three the
former mark, and were only one under
the record for any inning, set at 16 in
the sixth irming by Salt Lake against
Vernon in 1923.

Nineteen Indians went to the plate
against the Rainiers to tie a record
set by Salt Lake in that same 1923
game and then equalled by San Diego
against Sacramento in 1942.

Eleven consecutive runs between
outs by the Indians exceeded by two
the former standard established by
Los Angeles against Salt Lake in 1945.

Jim Hicks and Jose Valdivielso
each drove in four runs in the 66-
minute inning with a pair of hits.

Almost overlooked was the two-hit
pitching of Indianapolis’ Bruce How-
ard. |

Having gotten rid of the record
scoring outburst, the league returned
to its pitching ways. On May 17, the
Indians and Rainiers were involved in
their third straight shutout, with the
Indians again conquering, 2-0.

In this one, Fred Taibot pitched
three-hit ball for his fourth shutout
and sixth victory.

GAMES OF TUESDAY, MAY 12

PORTLAND AT SPOKANE—NIGHT
“Portland ab r hrbi] Spokane ab r hrbi
$almon, 30 5 1 2 OiBarbieri, ¢f 3 0 0 0
Martinez, ss 5 1 2 OlcBerardino, ¢f 2 0 0 0
Barker, 1b 5 0 0 OlOliver, 22 .51 2 0
Curry, - If 2 0 1 OiNen, 1b 5112
Williams, I¥ 1 0 © Ol|Ferrara, rf 4 0 0 0
Agee, cf 5 1 1 0iGriffith, 3b 51 2 0
Sims, © 2 2 D 0O'Johnson, If 51 30
Garrido, rf 5 2 2 3iShirley, ss 5021
Attanasio, 2b 4 0 0 OjJulian, ¢ 50 1 1
Tiant, p 2 0 0 O'Radovich, p 2010
aTasby 1 0 1 2{Tillotsos, p 0 0 0 O
Allen, p 0 0 0 O'bBreeding 1000
Tyriver, p 1 00 I‘J}Rnwe, p 0 00 0
" Totals 39 7 9 51 Totais 42 412 4
Portiand oo .. 200 000 200 0 3—7
Spokane ....ccevveeen .200 100 001 003

Pitchers iP. H. R. ER. BB. SO.
Tiant ., 6 $ 3 3 1 5
Allen ............... ceeesemnsasms .23 3 1 1 0 1
Tyriver (W. 2-0) seovreeeeea 228 3 0 0 0 1
Radovich ... 6* 4 4 2 44 2
Tillotson .....ocoveeeeeeennns e 1 1 0 0 0 ©0
Rowe (L. 3-2) oriiciirenns & 4 3 3 1 4

*Pitched to two hatfgm in seventh.

aSingled for Tiant in seventh. bPopned out for
Tillotson in seventh. cGrounded out for Barbier in

COAST AVERAGES

{Including Games of May 17)
Compiled by William J, Weiss

] BATTING T WAIL AT NDIENAPOLIS—NIGHT ___ with Cincinnati this year, predicted
Curry, Poriand ......57 8 55 5 I8 4i3|Luans 8 0 2 OiStachle, 2o 5 1 3 g| 8 SPring training that Perez would
Roberts, Okla. City ....31 105 40 5 25 .381 Eemler,ﬂrf 3 ]3: g giiﬂ' cf " s 0 0 1| pace San Diego in homers in 1964. He
Soheston, ngamans 23 33 33 3 13 Sa|Pemef 321 O | 5132 g|Would have been safe to say the
kl?rmt:;'m' Hukla' City ... “22% 131 33 8 23 .363 Ecmhgl, %I; ; g % E{}:;;ndaih: g g g g Entxre league because Perez either
ostro, Hawaii .............. 2 4 ' ead
Perez, San Diego .32 128 45 14 41 392 | Foll, 3b 4 1 2 4iFernandez, ss & 0 2 1| 125 IEdfthE PCL or shared the 1
Pavietich, San Diego .28 94 33 7 15 .351 | Hiatt, ¢ 2 0 0 OjValdivielso, 3b 4 1 2 1| most of the new campaign. “
Walters, San Diego ... 27 02 35 4 2 33 Aol B 1 2 8 Ditoward, ? 193 3| Hiseleventh homer was one of the
Gigon, Arkansas . "33 130 45 ¢ 35 233|Sherred, p 1 O 0 OiDeBusschere, p1 0 0 0| most dramatic. It came in the eighth
Graham, Arkansas .......27 120 40 5 16 333 Sukla, p ! 00 Ostevis, p 0 0.0 01 inning, May 7, against Hawaii, scor-
Griffith, Spokane 32 198 21 2 39 233| Totals 31 6 7 GicLocker 0 0 0 0{ing a runner ahead of him to give
Ehaﬂ?fym'sméye 29 9 31 2 12 36 jpacker, . 0 ¢ 0 0/ San Diego a 4-3 win and breaking
i hﬁ?fs _:;}::% 115 %E % e % — In I;I'u;al.; - 2390 i:: 4 ; Edegdlnr;k with the Islanders’ Carlos

ney, a. Lity ..... AP 0—6 Il
A. Martinez, Portland .32 133 42 5 13 316 | Indianapoiis v 112 000 010—5]| bilit or top spot among home-
Perry, Hawail ........31 117 37 &4 27 .316 Pitchers ; IP, H. R. ER. BB. SO. €rs.
e M IR | et M I B e Sease
. f m ane ... - 1'3} e 4#
R e 1 B 3 H [T 88 8 8 Y g e e

aZig, anoma Li - oward » - H 3 - =9
Kolb, Demver .27 99 30 1 .9 303 Phiips =3t o 3 3 3 4| Bristol thinks Cincinnati’s first base
A Johnson, Arkansas .19 80 24 & 17 300|Defuswhe=C3H "2 1 2 2 1 0 worries are over for many years to
i, >an Lhego ....... N 74 stevis ... 2 2 .
Cardenal, Tacoma .....30 107 32 & 15 .299 [ Hacker oo 2 %2 5 § 9 3|come because of Perez. Despite the
Elrmcl:nucg, "lilenver __mjzg 1%3 %E ; % gg ;Fiu:hed to five batters in fourth. torrid pace Tony is setting, the Pad-
nsep r a 'as il P*Rht‘d v T s Cﬂncem
J. White, Sait Take =32 133 39 0 7 293| #pitched to f:rifhb'éﬁ:r?i:i‘:ﬁg'hm. res’ 30-year-old skip per isn't
Shockley, Arkansas .26 103 30 7 26 291| aGrounded into doutle play for Gatewood In fourth, | €9, 200Ut the Reds pulling him up.
ook, Ingiamaoiis " 28 36 233 & 13 oo |BSingled for Estevis in eignth. cRan for Himes iz | ‘Perez needs to play a full season
Hardy, Oklzhoma Cify .31 125 36 & 22 288 | WR—foii. SE—Bemnier. E—Lucas, Staenls. Po-A | o 1St base so he can learn the

ﬂ"ﬂ E‘. P 1 _ - . - 1 - . - T ] - -

Hiatt, Hawali .......... 5191 % 3718 286 | nawad 2715, Indianapolis 27.14. DP—Valdivielso, | BEW POSition well,” Bristol said.
Weekly, Oklahoma City .21 77 22 3 18 286 | fora ogand Jomesi Femandez, Staehle and Jones; | General Manager Eddie Leishman
E:ji?dm, w;sﬁmre ,........g 13? % % g ;gg Scbaal, Lucas and Ecrmf Lﬂﬁ—Hmuﬂ, Indian. | Of the Padres is another who has
A. Phillips, Arkansas ...27 106 30 5 18 .283 | aois 10, U—Frantz and Howe. T—2:32. Attend- | predicted a ‘‘tremendous future” for
Bernier, Hawali ........... 32 124 35 12 23 .282 “""SEATTLE AT TACOMA—NIGHT the 22-year-old Cuban.
Breeding, Spokane ......30 96 27 3 13 281} = ’ “He’ f i i
Vaughan, Oklahoma City.24 75 21 0 6 .280|  Seattle —ab r hrbi| Tacoma  ab r hrbi e’s one of the finest-looking na-
R. Campbell, Salt Lake.33 127 35 1 20 .276|Petrocelll ss 5 0 1 OiGarrido, ss 5 1 2 2| tural hitters to come aleng in &
Ferrara, Spokane ........32 113 31 8 17 .274 | Maldonado, rf 5 0 O OiLanier, 2b 5 1 3 0 e T i A
Barker, Portland ....32 121 33 4 18 273 | Pedramini 1b 3 0 1 DiCardenal of 3 2 2 1 long time,” Leishman said recently
Schaal, Hawaii ........32 122 33 2 14 .27o|&veril, 3b 3 1 1 OiDietz, 4 1 1 3| after watching Perez slam a long
Larker, Tacoma ... 29 93 25 3 10 269|Sbsmc 4 2 2 liEngel f 31 2 0f) “Perez i ch
H. Martinez, Dallas’. 28 101 27 0 "9 7| jaue e, 2 3 1 Jl3mih 1b 3 00 0] NOMEr ~Ferez is very easy to tea
eckert, Salt Lake .,;.r.:;m: 33 1 8 .266 Eﬁﬂ:ﬁr&: b 301 %Eu 1::;{: 0 ; 110 anileanagedanctl egehhas good elllnsnn;t.
parks, e has ada imself well i

Pitcher—Club G. IP. SO. W. L. ERa |Bovle p 2.0 0 OfSimer, p 0 0 0 0| 000 b 49 ﬂr’; b t 1 o
tephenson, Seattle ... 6 52 57 4 1 035|Mippert, p 0 0 00 - e ase, 100. ‘n my
McDowe!l, Portiand —.. 7 58 77 6 0 1.0 | aHarrell 10040 Totas 34 813 7| opinion, he should be a solid, out-
Linzy, Tacoma ... 7 55 22 4 3 147 |MacDonald, p 0 0 0 0 standing maijor 1 f b
Locker, Indianapolis ... 4 30 23 3 1 150/ cJohnson 0000 g jor Jeaguer i0r a numboer
Talbot, Indianapalis ...7 59 62 & 1 168 : of years. He could become one of the
Reed, Spokane ... 8 62 39 6 1 174|__Totals 36 6 9 &l best in the game.”

Modrell, Seattle ... 6 30 16 1 1 180 | Seattie - 010 000 104—6 . EAME. .
pant, Portland ... 5 35 31 4 0 20¢|Tacoma .. .. 100 006 10x—8| Leishman thinks Perez swings and

o , Seattle ... ) - : .

Rowe. Spotome® mromes 9 35 33 3 3 343 Bﬁ;;f.c?irsu‘m ISP; ';' RE: Eg. m;.[. Sﬂd looks l_uke {)rlandu C:epeda when he

Locke, Arkansas .......... W11 82 27 3 0 236/ Nippert =3 3 3 31 o ofbroke in with the Giants.

Nelson, Oklahoma City . © 49 24 4 © 257 | macDonale . ... 2 2 1 0 2 2 - B @

Grob, Okiahoma City ... 7 36 15 4 O 275 Stanek (W. 2-3) | "8 7 5 5 3 g

Greene, Denver .............. & 39 25 3 2 277|Sinner . Y 2 101 0 o Broke In as Second Sacker

Tiflotson, Spokane .....12 31 23 1 3 290|  spitched 1o Four batters in sisth. ) -

E& Johnson, Okla. City . 7 %0 g 4 2 3061 tPitched to three batters in ninth. I Bristol recalled how -Perez looked

Mzxie, Denver e 6 42 28 3 2 321, #Struck out for Nippert in seventh. bFiled out | Wher he first saw him in spring

Carroll, Denver ....... & 39 27 2 2 34p | i0r Gardner in ninth. cHit by pitcher for MacDonald | training three years ago.

Staab, Spokane ... -6 38 29 2 1 355 ;{I ninth. 2B—~Gibson 2, Engel, Cardenal, Averili, “H ki Xid ho had

Radovich, Spokane ...... 7 32 18 1 2 365 Ut-ﬂﬂ: HR—Dietz, JE;'I'H]EEH 2. SB-"—-CE:I‘dEMl, Barton. |. € was a 1111'1}" 1 W a

Blasingame, Denver ... 5 34 27 1 4 371|E—=Gibson 2, Jemigan Tuttle, Averill. PO-A—| played second base in his first year

Singer, Smnt .... i 6 32 23 2 2 3'94 S‘Eﬂtﬂt 24*12, l?f;'ﬂfna ZT'II. DF—Fﬂfﬂl:F"l, 'I.IEFCI- ;1] th ' D -d "'I d-d .t

J. Gibson, Arkansas ... 5 36 35 2 1 400 |ner and Pedrazini; MacDonald and Averill; Gibson} IN the game, ave saud. dn

F. Weaver, Portland ...... 6 38 25 2 0 403 g;‘:nm;m}“ﬂw;&ﬂ; & oacoma 7. HP—1| think he was a good second basemarn

e P PPy A * . — F ] - » -

seventh. 2B—Johnson, Garrido, Shirley, Agee. 38— | 210 Maioney. f--2:27. Autendance—85d. because he didn’t pivot well enough

Eliﬁf‘h ¥RhH§naﬁ Ea"ig'ﬁ AEHF-RF”E HEEWEH“ S Dieso a0 77 5E = — .i and didn’t have the range. The Reds

riffith, Tiant, mon. - ertlan -11, S *Arkansa:s r i same thin was

kane 33-16. DP—Griffith, Oliver and Nen; Olivér and | TOvar, 3> 4 1 2 OlGigon, 26 4 2 1 1 Stl;l?fught the : " g and he

Ner: Torver, Martneg and Barker; Atarasio, Martrez | S00ZE 2 3 2 9 Olohociier. o 3 3 3 8| hen oy LIPS,

an er. y ne 8. I ’ v, - - .

Allen. U—Lombardi, Ashford and Deleonardis, f—|[ Perez, 16 5 2 2 1lJohason, If 4 0 1 O This spring, Bristol addressed Perez

3:20. Attendance—14,934.  Pavietich, ¢ 4 1 0 OlSorreli, f 3 0 0 0;as Flaco, a Spanish word meaning
OKLAHOMA CITY AT SALT LAKE—NIGHT __[wamed- i 2 9 3 fiFuiies, o 3 0 1 04 skinny, when he saw him.

Okla. City ab r hrbil Salt Lake ab r hrbi| Banderas, of 5 1 2 2iSteevens, p 1 1 1 0, “Me no longer Flaco. I'm fat boy
Fazio, 26 5 1 4 2/White, f 4 1 1 O|Helms,ss & 0 1 IlLocke p 0000 » P lied
Hardy, ¢ 5 1 1 liPopovich, 20 5 0 1 0 Carlander, p 3 0 0 Olipsii, e 3 3 3 2| A0, ~Ferez repuec.

Weekis, it 3 0 0 00t ff 3 1 52| biamobel "1 5 0 Olciedion, 5 8 0 0 0] oy rorcz is becoming a wellrounded
Roberts, 1b 3 0 1 OlCariptell f 4 2 4 D Davidson,p O 0 0 Olchialions, 55 1 1 0 0 player,” Bristol remarked. *“He has

ing, ¢ _ cabella, McWil’ams, p 0 0 0 O —_——— ] i is hitting.
feist, 35 40 O OlHoldener, < 4 0 O O|Zaani, p~ "0 0 0 0 Tomls 331i011| proved in more than his g
Mahoney, ss 4 2 2 O0OfBeckert, ss 3000 — e e | B B
ir, 1O SRy, (gip| T BEmT

ohannon, arner, . : .
Cordeiro, p 0 0 O O] P San Diego ... 400 020 00238 Two Travs See 19-Game Hit
aVaughan 10 1 0 Totalk 34 514 al BBI ccrerrmmantetreraiens - X S e W V. X _a AP a3
hGiisti 01 0 G Pltchers IP. H. R. ER. BB. SO. ORCLIS IROIICG:E U X VA LAGIEW
Gerard, p 0 0 C O Carlander .............. &4 5 5 5 5 5 ~
cWooten 101 0 [R)'a?;ﬁwr L. 2-3) ..,...uf& % g % % % PORTLAND, Ore—Two Arkan-

Totals E?ﬁj MeWilliams oo ¥ 1 2 2 1 1| SaS Travelers saw 19-game hitticg
Sait Lake ........... wormersses 122 010 00 x—6|Rrou Swr w3 0 o o o 3] days here, May i7-18.

Dmiig.:&er:_' 2 13?. 'E!; Rf; Ei’ BBz' 5“2" EE:vens eerterasessessasnssaes % % E % % 2 Norm Gigon’s skein ended the
BONGNAON e 248 5 1 1 2 1| #Pitched 1o two batisrs in eighth, | first night when he went O-for-5.
E:r‘:er;’“ “seemmees . f"i‘ % g g g g _aRan for Tover in sixth, bStruck out for Rippelmeyer The next aftermoon, Costen Shock-
tary W TG I 80 8 4 00 9| Bl Banderas, Jomnson - NR—Livae Shoaty, | 1€y also failed in five tries to
Warner ......... 1 3 1 1 1 1 break his 19-game spree. ;

aSingled for Cordeiro In eigith. bRan for Vaughan
in eighth, cSingled for Gerard in ninth. 2B—Roberts,
Boccabella. HR—Ott, Hardy. SB—Fazio. j.sF—I.alz,
Roberts. E—Mahoney 2. PO-A—Jklahoma City 24-1b,
Sait Lake Z7-5. UP—Mahoney, Fazic aagd Roberts;

———

= i
Yanking Cap From Umpire’s
Head Costly to Trav Pilot

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Frank

Lucchesi, tempestucus Arkansas
. pilot, was fined $50 and suspend-

ed three days by League President

Dewey Soriano for a temper dis-

play in which he yanked the cap
I from an umpire’s head.

The incident occurred in the
eighth ioning here, May 14, after
Umpire Osibee Jelks called San
Diego’s Art Shamsky safe on a
close play at first base.

Angered by the decision, Luc-
chesi charged out to Jelks, grab-
bed the arbiter’s cap and threw it
into the outfield. He then did the
same with his own cap and those
of two Travelers. Jelks promptly
ejected him.

The next evening, as he took the
lineup to the plate, Lucchesi bor-
rowed Jelks’ whisk broom and
brushed off the ump’s cap.

Fazio, Mahoney and Roberts; Cordeiro, Mahoney and
Roberts. LOB—Oklahoma City 6, Salt Lake 9. WP—
I h?hg,:;m, U—Engel and Dale. T—2:40. Attendance

" HAWAII AT INDIANAPOLIS—NIGHT

Graham., E—~Gigon, Johnson, Elia 2, Lipski. PO-A—
San Diego 24-7, Arkansas 27-12. DP—Elia, Gigon
and Shockley; Elia and Gigon; Lipski and Graham:

(CONTINUED ON PAGCE 232, COL, 1}
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PCL's Pitchers Post

—

By EARL KELLER
SAN DIEGO, Calf.

Some pitchers refer to him as San
Diego’s “bad man’” with a bat.

Manager Dave Bristol calls him his
“bread and butter’’ player.

Bob Lemon, former Cleveland
pitching ace and now manager at
iHawaii, thinks he’s an outstanding
prospect.

Teammates and rivals alike are
saying nice things about the Padres’
Tony Perez, who is terrorizing Pacif-
ic Coast League pitchers in his first
full season in Triple-A company.

Deron Johnson, who led the Padres
with 33 home runs—also tops for the
league—last season to earn a shot

———

Reward for Capture
Of '‘Bad Man' Perex
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Tony Perez

He’s a better runner, a better fielder
and a smarter base-runner. Perez
also. is versatile. He can be used
at third base or even in the outfield,
if necessary.

“If he continues to progress as well
asg I think he can, he should be one of
the game’s great players in time.
He already has progressed remark-
ably since the 1964 season got under
way. No, I don’t think he will have
any problem learning how to play
first base. It’s not a hard position to
learn, but neither is it an easy one.
We're spending a lot of time with him
in extra fielding practice.”

" B =

Preferred Hot Corner

Perez never liked second base, but
third base was his favorite position.

“First base is okay,” Tony said.
“I'll probably like it better soon.”

Added weight is one big reason
for Perez’ power hitting so far. He
gained more than 20 pounds during
the winter when he starred in the
Florida Instructional League for Tam-
pa. Tony says eating lots of frijcles
gave him added weight.

“This make me very strong. Now
I can overpower ball,”” the person-
able product of the Reds’ farm sys-
tem said. When Tony lost three
pounds to 191 on a recent trip to Ha-
waii with the Padres, he became con-
{ cerned. But the same night that he
stepped on the scales and said he was
weak because of the loss of weight,
| he deait Hawaii pitcher Bill Kelso
a crushing blow—his first loss after
three ‘wins—with his eleventh homer.

Perez lives with teammate Gus
Gil +4n- an apartment here and does
all the cooking. Gil claims Tony “is
one of the best cooks .to be found
anywhere,

e

.« » »

Late Departure Fror: Cuba

Tony got a late starf with Macon
(Sally) last year because he was
delayed in getting out of Cuba. How-
ever, he still was selected on the
league all-star team. He batted .309
with 11 homers before going to San
Diego at the end of the season. With
the Padres, he hit .379 in eight games.

- Perez’ biggest season was 1961 at
Geneva (NYP). where he hit .348,
smashed 27 bhomers and drove ir 132
TS, 1i€’y amning 1o up tnose marks
in 1964—and many think he will
The husky, 6-2 Cuban batted in
only four runs in the Padres* first
series, but the next week he drove
across nine tallies and the following

first five -opponents the Padres en-
countered, only three piichers blank-
ed him. |

|
* THE SPORTIN

‘NEWS,-MAY 30, 1964

It looks likke the Reds hocked a real
good one when they landed Perez.

* 3

week he accounted for 15. Of the -
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THE CROSLEY FIFLD -.oisr cooler, which bore the scars

i

of some. =l ihe National League’s fiercest competitors, is being
treated with new respect these days as the result of its new
iron-bar cage. Red catcher John Edwards, demonstrating what
used to take place when things went wrong at Cincinnati
games, recalls how the late Fred Hutchinson left many a mark
on the faithful old fountain and how Billy McCool once sep-
arated cooler and plumbing, bringing o hurried call for the
maintenance crew to halt an impending flood.

They Can’t Keep
Hustler Stewart
On Cub_{: Bench

By EDGAR MUNZEL
CHICAGO, Il.

In this era of the world-owes-me-
a-living philosophy, where ball play-
ers are checking on fringe benefits
before they look at their batting
averages, it is refreshing to see an
occasional young man trying to win
his way by pure drive and hustle.

And it is even more delightful to
see him achieve his goal on the
strength of these old-fashioned vir-
tues. .

The case in point is Jimmy Stew-
art, not Hollywood’s star actor but
the fleet utility player of the Cubs.

Jimmy was bouncing around so
much from one position to another
that it appeared he’d never find a
permanent home. But, on July 25,
Head Coach Lou Klein installed him
in left field and he’s been there ever
since.

And he’'s doing quite well, thank
you, both as an outfielder and as a
leadoff hitter, a vital role in the
batting order no one else has been
able to fill with any creditable suc-

CEess.

Jim Earns His Chance

“] gimply had to find a place for
him to play,” frankly declared
Klein. “He deserved the chance. In
fact, he earned it because of the
way he’s been hustling.

“He wants to play so badly I
think he’d tear down a stone wall
with his bare hands to get there.
Every time I'd put him in the lineup
as a pinch-hitter, a pinch-runner or
to fill in for somebody in the field,
he’d break his neck trying to help.

“But it wasn’t just a matter of
rewarding him for his efforts. He
has an asset above and beyond what
he contributes physically, because
with his determination and aggres-

siveness, he's an inspiration to the .

ball club.” . ,

In other words, Stewart possesses
what Branch Rickey once called the
“in les’* of baseball. It was
the intangibles, Rickey said, that
made Eddie Stanky a star even

though he couldn’t hit, field, run
or throw.

However, Stewart can’'t be can-
celled out in all four of those cate-

gories. He’s exceptionally fast, a
fairly good hitter and an adequate
fielder. His primary weakness is his
arm, and that’s what cost him major
league status as a regular infielder.

“If you evaluate Jimmy's talents,
you have to regard him primarily as
an offensive ball player,” said
Klein. *“*There’s nothing he can do
to overcome the handicap of that
arm, but he really can help you at
the plate.

He Shakes Up Pitcher

‘““He's a pesty hitter. He punches
that ball around and he’ll get on
base some way or other. And once
he’'s on base, his speed sends up his
offensive wvalue, because he’ll not
only steal bases but he'll keep that
pitcher on edge.

“Jimmy's speed is an asset In the
outfield, too, because it helps him
overcome the mistakes of inexper-
ience.’’

As a matter of fact, the Cubs
now have one of the_fastest out-
fields in the National League with
Billy Williams in right field, Elis
Burton in center and Stewart in
left. .Burton was recalled from Salt
Lake City (Coast) recently.

There can be no question about
Stewart’s satisfactory work offen-

sively since he took over as the.

regular left fielder.

In 11 games, he hit .267 with 12
hits in 45 at-bats. With the addition
of five walks, his reached-base per-
centage was .340. He also underlined
his effectiveness as a leadoff man
by stealing five bases in _the 11

games.
However, there is another way of

By EARL LAWSON
CINCINNATI, O.

In the batter’s box, Tony Perez, his bat cocked
menacingly behind his right ear and his body coiled like
a spring ready to snap, reminds one of the Giants’
Orlando Cepeda.

Perez’ resemblance to Cepeda, however, doesn’t
end there. Like the Giants’' slugging first baseman,
Perez also hits tape-measure home runs,

In fact, up in Milwaukee, they still talk about the
home run the Reds’ rookie first baseman hit there ear-
lier this season.

Fans and players alike stared in disbeliel as Perez
sent a drive soaring over the left-center field bleachers
at Milwaukee's County Stadium. ,

It was a feat no other player in the National
League has accomplished since the Braves pulled stakes
in' Boston and moved to Milwaukee back in 1953.

And, since the Braves will be playing their games
in Atlanta next year, it's a feat that doesn’t figure to

Fans also were goggled-eyed when the 62, 195-
pound Perez bounced a drive off the foul-line marker
which stands atop the double-decked left field stands
in Philadelphia’s Connie Mack Stadium. |

And, too, there was Perez’ towering drive which
cleared the scoreboard in left-center field at Crosley
Field in the first game of an August 1 doubleheader
with the Astros.

‘be duplicated.

- » -

Tony Top-Notch Rmki;

“They talk about the Dodgers’ Jim Lefebvre and
the Astros’ Joe Morgan as Rookie-of-the-Year candi-
dates,’”’ snorted the Reds’ Frankie Robinson disdain-
fully. ““What about Perez? He’s a rookie, t0o.”

The fact that Perez has been platooning at first
base with Gordy Coleman takes little luster from the
performance of the 23-year-old Cuban slugger,

After all, one can hardly expect Red manager Dick

Sisler to keep Gordy Coleman’s booming bat shackled.

Coleman, facing right-handed pitching, was batting a
robust .330. |

Perez, pitted against the lefthanded flingers, has
been almost as productive., As of the August 3 meeting
with the Giants, he was batting a very respectable .277
with many extra-long blows included. |

“The big guy is just beginning to find himself,”
remarked Sisler.

Statistics support the Red manager’'s statement.

Back on June 27, Perez was struggling along. Be-
tween then and the August 3 meeting with the Giants,
he slammed out 23 hits in 67 swings, a .343 clip, to
tack 38 points onto his average.

The person least surprised, perhaps, by Perez’
success this season is Dave Bristol, manager of the
Red’s San Diego farm club in the Pacific Coast League.

Perez performed his slugging heroics for Bristol
last year, batting .309, hitting 34 homers and driving
home 107 runs as the Padres rolled to the Coast league
championship.

L L L

Flop in 64 Shot With Reds

The Cuban slugger compiled these impressive totals
even though he put in a month of the season with the
Rﬁls- . :

“-Admittedly, Perez wasn't very impressive during
his brief fling with the Reds in 1964. Recalled on July
24, Perez made only two hits in 24 swings before he
was returned to the Padres August 23.

“There was a reason for Tony's poor showing.”
said Bristol. ‘“He was in a slump when the Reds called
him up. Breaking into the majors isn’'t the easiest way
to shake a slump.”

Bristol had a word "of caution for the Reds brass
when spring training began last March.

“Don’t judge Tony on the basis of what he did
while with the Reds last summer,” said the San Diego
manager. ‘It would be unfair.”

As it turned out, the decision to keep Perez on
the Red roster was an easy one for Sisler to make.
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TONY PEREZ

His 18 hits included three doubles, four homers and
17 RBIs. -

“Tony,” remarked the Reds’ Robinson, “has a
good stroke for Crosley Field. He'll hit a lot of homers
to right-center and center, I just hope no one tries to
change him . . . tries to make him strictly a pull-
hitter.” i

The muscular Perez is so powerful he can strong-
arm balls over the infield for base-hits even when he’s
fooled on pitches. -

L - »

Sisler Adjusts Plate S,tancé

““As I see it,”” remarked Robby, ‘“‘all Perez has to
do is learn to react a little quicker on inside pitches.”

Earlier this season, Sisler made a slight adjustment
in Perez’ batting stance which was designed to help
him cope with the inside pitch,

Perez had been rated a top major league prospect
ever. since winning the New York-Pennsylvania: League
batting title with a .348 mark in 1961. That same year,
he socked 27 home runs and drove home 132 runs.

The young Cuban has improved tremendously on
defense even though this is only his second year at first
base. He broke into O. B. as a shortstop, was tried at
second and then moved to third.

Red Hots: Pete Rose ran his batting streak

through 17 games before he was stopped in the second
game of a double-header with the Astros, August 1 . . .
Veteran Red lefty Joe Nuxhall compiled a 6-1 mark
during July. . . . Deron Johnson was leading the league
with 87 RBIs after driving home three runs during the
double-header with the Astros. Teddy Davidson, re-
called from San Diego, July 22, notched his first major
league victory when he restricted Houston to one run
during a seven and two-thirds innings relief stint in the
Jdirst game of the same double-header . . . . Jim Ma-
loney notched his twelfth victory against five losses by
beating the Astros, July 31. Sammy Ellis, making his
first relief appearance of the season, preserved the
win, blanking the Astros the last two innings . . . Ellis
gained his fourteenth victory against six losses, beat-
ing the Dodgers, 4-1,

The husky Cuban batted .295 in Grapefruit League play.

measuring his offensive contribu-
tion that is even more impressive.
In the 1l-game span, the Cubs total-
ed 42 runs and Stewart had a direct
hand in nine of them. He scored
six _runs and drove in three.
Jimmy, a handsome, 26-year-old

switch-hitter from Lafayette, Ala.,

has had to do it the hard way
throughout his baseball career.

Signed out of Peay State College
in Clarksville, Tenn., Jimmy en-
tered pro ball as a shortstop iIn
1961. He continued at that position
through 1963 after climbing wup
through the farm system to Salt
Lake City.

But the following February, Ken
Hubbs, star second baseman of the
Cubs, was killed in a plane crash.
Somewhere a replacement had. to

July 28, as the Reds salvaged

the finale of a three-game set in Los Angeles.

be found and the finger was put on
Stewart.

He started the season at ‘the key-
stone slot, but, as many an infielder
has learned in trying to make the
switch, the right side of the infield
felt awkward to him. He was never
at home ‘there and, with a weak
arm on top of it, Stewart just could
not handle the job. .

Failure at Short, Too

This year, after trading off Andre
Rodgers, the Cubs returned Stewart
to shortstop. But he couldn’t quite
cut it there, either. |

Bruin Briefs: With the recall
of Ellis Burton from Salt Lake City,
lefty Bob Hendley was optioned to
the Coast league farm club to keep

the roster at the 25-man limit . . .
“Hendley needs to improve on his
breaking pitch in order to win. up
here,’”” said Coach Lon Klein . . . .
Recall of Burton was necessitated
because Don Landrum was hobbling .
on two sore heels . . . Burton retired
from baseball last winter in order
to sell insurance for the Old Heri-
tage Co., a firm in which Ron Santo
is a partner . , . Vice-President
John Holland talked him into re-
turning early in May because of a
desperate outfield shortage . . . Bill
Faul will report to the Michigan
National Guard for the two-week
summer training program, August
7 . . . He expects to be able to
pitch on weckends.
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GIL HODGES (left), John Murphy (right) and Tommie
. Hopeful for improvement in 1969.

K

Mets Nix Expo Bid

For Kid Hurlers--

Keep Eye on Torre

By JACK LANG

NEW YORK, N. Y.—Christmas
came and went without Gil Hodges
finding a hitter in his stocking,
but there were no tears of anguish
or disappointment in the Met man-
ager's cyes.  Having managed a
team that lost 37 of 63 one-run ver-
dicts and having himsell survived
a heart attack, Hodges has learned
to pet used to hardships.

It was Gil who turned down the
last big offer of a trade when the
Expos came calling just before
Christmas and offered to put the
slugging Donn Clendenon in  his
stocking, All they wanted in ex-
change were two young starting
pitchers—believed to be Jim Mec-
Andrew and Gary Gentry.

When the Expos made the offer
of their slugging first baseman,
General Manager Johnny Murphy
called Gil at his Brooklyn home
and explained the deal,

“Tell them to forget it.,"” Hodges
told Murphy.

“That's the way 1 feel,” Mur-
phy said.

Later, Gil had a few comments
for the press.

“Clendenon is not the answer for
us. Not for two young pitchers
and not at his age.

Still a Pitchers’ Game

“There’s one thing that keeps
running through my mind and that
is that we have to be carelul
about giving up what we have un-
til it is proved that this is a hit-
ters’ game. Until it is, we have
to assume it is a pitchers' game
as it was last year and for the
last few years,

“I don't think it has been proved
yet that it is a hitters’ game and
that's why I'm wary about giving
up too much pitching."

Hodges said he and Murphy re-
main _interested in Joe Torre and,
if the Braves ever make up their
mind what they want for the slug-
ging catcher, negotiations may be
resumed. Meanwhile, all remains
quiet on the Shea front and Hodg-
es tried to find the rainbow in
the dark gray winter that moved
into the New York area before he
departed for Florida.

“If we don’'t make a deal,” the
manager said as the new year
rolled around, “it will be up to
some of our younger boys to live
up to their potential if we are go-

ing to improve again next season.”
"Hodges at first refused to name
names but, under prodding, he ad-
mitted that his list of players who

- must improve includes the names

of Ron Swoboda, Bud Harrelson
and Tommic Agee.

“We have seen what they can
do,” Gil said, “and what is most
encouraging is that they are young.
It isn't like we were asking some
older player to have that one more
good year. These boys have had
good years. If they can have an-
other one next season, they can
make a big difference.”

Hodpes said he also was look-
ing forward to gefting a full sca-
son out of Ken Boswell, promising
young second baseman who lost
two months last year because of a
broken finger.

Comeback by Bud?

“I have to believe that Bud Har-
relson was a better shortstop than
I saw last vear,” Gil said. “When
I came to the club, it seemed 1o

be one position I didn't have to.

worry about. But watching Bud
play, 1 got the feeling he was a
worried player.”

Harrelson underwent Kknee sur-
gery at season’s end and Hodges,
who had his own knee problems as
a player, can sympathize with the
little shortstop.

“lI can only repeat,” said Hodg-
es, '‘that we have young players
like Swoboda, Harrelson and Agee,
all of whom had good seasons in
the past. My feeling is that they
are young enough to come back.”

Met Musings: Hodges left for
North Palm Beach right after New
Year's to spend the remaining
weeks before spring training.
Prior to his departure from the
frozen north, he had increased his
walking exercise to seven and
eight blocks daily. He thought
the weather in Florida would en-
able him to do a lot more walk-
ing. . . . The Mets were saddened
at the departure of their cheery
switchboard chief, Miss Lee Ca-
puti, but glad that she improved
herself with a job as communica-
tions chiel with the Allied Chem-
ical Corp. . Replacement of
light bulbs in all towers -at Shea
Stadium began immediately follow-
ing the Jets-Raiders football cham-
pionship game on December 29.
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Reds See Idle Winter as Tonic for Tony

CINCINNATI, O.—Tony Perez
hadn’t had a hit in his last 13
swings, but there wasn't a player
in the Reds’ clubhouse who wore a
bigger grin than the husky Cuban.

“When you're in a slump, you
gotta do other things to help the
club. T use my wheels,” cracked
Tony. And the room rang with
laughter because Perez isn't ex-
actly an Olympic sprinter.

This was one night in Houston
last summer and Perez had come
home from third base on an 1lth-
inning sacrifice fly by Tommy
Helms to give the Reds a 3-2 vic-
tory over the Astros.

Perez had opened the 11th in-
ning with a walk., And, as Johnny
Bench went down swinging at a
J-and-2 pitch, Tony had stolen sec-
ond and continued to third on
catcher John Bateman's throw into
center field.

Helms' game-winning sacrifice
fly off Astro righthander Tom
Dukes came after Lee May was
passed intentionally to put Red
runners on first and third.

“l Use My Wheels”

“I knew I had a chance to score
when Bob Watson caught Tommy’s
fly with one hand,” Tony ex-
plained. “When he did that, 1
knew he had to switch the ball
to his other hand to throw.”

Then, his grin widening, Perez
had added, “Like 1 say, I'm in a
slump, so I use my wheels.”

The little anecdote typifies the
winning attitude of the Reds' slug-
ging third baseman.

There are other similar anec-
dotes. For instance, there was no
ultimatum of ‘“play me or trade
me’' from Perez when he sat on
the Reds’ bench the final month
of the 1966 season and watched
May, just up from the Buffalo farm
club, play regularly at first base.

Instead, Perez went down to
Puerto Rico at the season's end
and proceeded to tear the winter
lcague apart with his booming bat.

The Reds got his message. And
before the 1967 season's end, so
did the rest of baseball. It was a
15th-inning homer by Perez which
pave the National League a 2-1
victory over the American League
in the 1967 All-Star Game.

26 Homers in '67

And before the 1967 season was
over, the slugging Cuban socked
26 homers for the Reds while driv-
ing home 102 runs and batting at
a .290 clip.

In 1968, Perez again topped the
Reds in RBIs with 92, He socked
18 homers and finished with a .282
batting mark, though he was strug-
gling along around the .240 mark
the first half of the season.

“Playing baseball the year
'round is too much for anyone

Tony Perez

By EARL LAWSON

. . even a player with Perez’
stamina,” said Manager Dave
Bristol.

So, for the first time since don-
ning a Red uniform, Perez this
year is passing up winter ball.

Bristol is confident the value of
a winter’'s rest will be reflected by
Perez' performance during the 69
season.

“You win pennants with players
like Tony,” Bristol said.

The manager was remembering
the countless number of ground
balls off the fungo bat of coach
Jimmy Bragan fielded by Perez
during the 1968 season,

“Name me a third baseman in
the league who can backhand a
smash from the third base line
better than Tony,"” challenged Bris-
tol.

Determination, pride and desire.
Perez has them all.

The mutual admiration society
which exists between Bristol and
Perez isn't something new. The
close relationship between the two
dates back to 1963, when Perez
played third base for Bristol at
Macon (Sally).

“T like to play for Bristol,” said
Perez. ““He wants to win.”

It's that simple.

Expos Are Confident
McHale Will Remain

By TED BLACKMAN

MONTREAL, Que.— John Mc-
Hale clearly would rather tend
the Montreal Expos than shepherd
the whole wayward flock of ma-
jor league ball teams, but the re-
luctant candidate still may accept
the commissioner’'s job if no other
solution can be found. His Mon-
treal partners hope otherwise.

Not expecting to be a serious
contender, McHale was surprised
and flattered when many of base-
ball's hierarchy offered him the
prestigious post at the marathon
meeting of owners in Chicago. He
declined immediately, then start-
ed to think about the prospect.

“I owe too much to the people
I'm in business with in Montreal,
the fans and the people I've just
hired,” McHale explained, then
added, “but maybe personal feel-
ings should not enter into some-
thing like this.

“It may sound corny, but may-
be I've got a duty to serve base-
ball in the way people feel I'm
best suited. It's like being asked
to do something for your country.,
How can you refuse?”

McHale didn’t feel he would ever
have to make that decision. He
went to Chicago to support Mike
Burke or Chub Feeney, but the
leagues couldn’'t agree on either
man and McHale suddenly emerg-
ed as their compromise candidate.

Flattered, But Dismayed

“I was surprised,” said Charles
Bronfman, co-owner and major
mover behind the Expos—of which
McHale is president, chief execu-
tive officer and one of eight equal
partners bankrolling the opera-
tion. “I talked to John about re-
ports he was a candidate and he
?ever thought it would come that
ar,

“But it did, and he told me he
had to swallow twice before de-
clining.”

Bronfman and his partners also
were flattered that their man was
the choice, but were dismayed as
well. One of the big reasons for
their investment in the new team
was that a man of McHale's abil-
ity would run the show.

His loss would be a severe set-
back at this stage, Bronfman ad-
mitted, because the season is only
three months away, construction
of the stadium is at a critical
point and a franchise payment of
more than $6,000,000 is due Janu-
ary 7.

To help bankroll this payment
and complete the Expos’ comple-
ment of ten full partners, Broni-
man expects to announce the
names of two more shareholders
after the New Year. Uncertainty
of McHale’s future might disrupt
those plans,

While McHale has been besieged
with pleas to take the job and end
the war between the old guard

and the young Turks, Bronfman
also has been approached by base-
ball’s leaders, asking that he re-
lease his top administrative offi-
cer.

“I know there's a lot of pressure
on John, but I don’t think he’'s
bending,”” said Bronfman. ‘‘And
we’'re not pressuring him from
this end. He makes up his own
mind as he has always done and
I think he’s made a firm decision
here.

“From what I know of the man,
I'm betting 70-30 he won't accept
the job. I know he would tell us
if he was considering such a move
and he has given us no indication,
so I have to believe he’'s staying
with us.”

John Has Big Investment

Bronfman says he is certain Me-
Hale doesn’t want the job and that
the only way he would take it
would be under pressure,

McHale was quoted out of West
Palm Beach as saying he is will-
ing to reconsider the commission-
er's job if drafted, but the feeling
in Montreal is that McHale is
leaving the door open only to
avoid any dispute and that he ful-
ly expects another solution to be
found.

Bronfman feels McHale is well
aware of his importance to the
Montreal operation.

““These are all John’s people
working in the office here and he,
too, has quite an investment in
Montreal,”” he said.

““He has always seemed to me
to be sure of what he wants. That's
why 1 feel that when he turned
down the job, he was certain of
what he was doing,” Bronfman
concluded.

John McHale
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By EARL LAWSON

CINCINNATI, 0,—Baseball needs
more guys like the Reds' Tony
Perez,

You were reminded of this the
other day after listening to Perez
berate himself for an error he
made which cost the Reds a run
in a 4-3 loss to the Glants at San
Francisco April 28.

The Reds' slugging third base-
man had socked two homers in the
same game,

“I hit two homers, so what?"
Tony had exclaimed, disgustedly.
“1 still give the game away. And
winning is all that counts.”

Perez was remembering his er-
ror on a fourth-inning grounder off
the bat of Bobby Bonds. The ball
scooted through his legs and led
to the Giants' fourth and final run.

He was stlll remembering the
error long after the game ended.

"Tony told me under the shower
that I've got to hit him more
ground balls . . . give him more
fielding practice,” sald coach Jim-
my Bragan.

This, though, is typical of Perez.
He's a doer, nol a complainer.

You didn't hear any ‘‘trade me
or play me" ultimatums from Per-
ez when he rode the bench a few
years back, waiting for the chance
to play regularly.

“QOkay, if you say so,” was Per-
ez’ only comment when Manager
Dave Bristol played Lee May, then
a rookie just up from Buffalo,
ahead of Perez during the tag-end
of the 1966 scason.

He Made Pitchers Pay

Sure, Perez was bitterly disap-
pointed.

However, he took out his frustra-
tion on the pitchers in the Puerto
Rican Winter League, leading the
loop in clouting, not pouting.

And when Bristol shifted Perez
from first to third base to make
room for May ecarly in the 1967
season, after an injury to Deron
Johnson, the only noise you heard
from the husky Cuban came from
his bat.

But then, as we've said, that's
the kind of guy Perez is. There
aren’t cnough like him in base-
ball.

Perez, after sitting out winler
ball for the first time in years, is
off to the best start of his major
league career.

The slugger, who's just reaching
his peak, was rapping the ball at a
345 clip going into the month of
May.,

“I think Tony's going to find
that he's a lot stronger this year
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Tony Perez

after resting all winter,”" said
Bristol.

This you have to believe if you
were one of those who witnessed
the last of Perez' two homers in
the April 28 game with the Giants.

The homer, coming off Gaylord

Perry in the ninth inning, was a
tremendous smash which cleared
the open space beyond the left
field fence and slammed into the
hleacher seats at Candlestick Park.

“And that one was against the
wind,” said an awed Pete Rose.
“1 would have liked to have seen
where that one would have landed
if we had been playing down in
San Diego.”

A Blast in Milwaukee

Tape-measure homers, though,
are nothing new for Perez. Up in
Milwaukee, they still remember the
shot Tony sent skyrockeling over
the left field bleachers at County
Stadium a few years back.

Perez’ most memorable homer,
though, is the game-winning blow
he socked in the 1967 All-Star
Game.

And the way he’s rapping the
ball this season, he just might get
a chance to duplicate the feat in
this year’s All-Star Game.

Red Hots: Righthander John No-
riega, who replaced Mel Queen on
the pitching staff, pitched a hitless
ninth inning against the Astros
May 1 in his major league debut.
The 25-year-old rookie fanned two
of the four batters he faced. . . .
Jack Fisher started the second
game of an April 27 double-header
at San Diego and went five innings

What Baseball Needs Is More Men Like Tony Perez

before departing. Two days later,
with the Reds pressed for pitchers,
Fisher volunteered to start against
the Giants and yielded only four
hits before departing after six in-
nings with a 2-1 lead. Unfortu-
nately, the Keds wound up a 4-3
loser. . . . Tommy Helms, sitting
out two games with a banged-up
shoulder, returned to the lineup
April 29 against the Giants and
pounded out five hits. “It was my
first five-hit game in the majors,”
said Helms.

Alex Johnson was ‘‘beaned” by
Astro lefty Dan Coombs in an
April 30 game at Crosley Field.
“It didn’t hurt very much, but it
sure sounded funny,” Alex told
his teammates. Luckily, Johnson's
helmet took the brunt of the blow
and he was back in the lineup the
next night. . . . When Don Wilson
pitched his no-hitter against the

Reds May 1, it was the first time

the Cincy club has been on the
losing end of a no-hitter since Lon
Warneke of the Cardinals blanked
them, 2-0, back in 1941. Ken John-
son pitched a no-hitter against the
Reds for Houston in 1964, but
wound up a 1-0 loser. ., . . First
baseman Lee May was nursing a
bruised shoulder when Wilson
tossed his no-hitter. . . . Jim Ma-
loney’s April 30 gem earned him
a $1,000 pay boost.

Wilson Was Boiling Mad During His No-Hitter

(Continued From Page 5)

straight at the time Don went to
the mound at Cincinnatl.

Wilson said that in the 14-0 loss,
Cincinnati players had tried to hu-
miliate the Astros in front of the
home fans.

“They were ahead, 14-0, and
had a 3-and-1 count on one of our
batters and John Bench calls for a
curve ball,” Wilson sald. “They
weren't satisfied to win, they want-
ed to make us look ridiculous. They
were still running for the extra
base and everything,

“"And over in their dugout, they
were lanughing at us. They were
even sticking out their tongues
and turning their caps around
backward—just making fun of us.”

Wilson had started that game. He
was so upset after it was over,
he called the Cincinnati clubhouse
to talk to Bench, who told him the

DON WILSON presents an engraved wrist watch to Don

Reds were just playing the game
the way it had to be played and
had no special desire to humiliate
the Astros.

Perhaps some salt was added to
the wounds that night by the fact
that many of the Houston crowd
of 7,204 had hung around to the
final out, mostly to make sport of
the home team.

Kayoed by Giants

Wilson’s normal good nature had
not been helped when he was
knocked out at San Francisco in
his next start after shortstop Hec-
tor Torres had given him a 4-0
lead with a grand-slam homer.

When he arrived at ancient Cros-
ley Field on the afternoon of May
I, Wilson was a grim young man.

He appeared to be so tightly-
wound that few would have given
him a strong chance to pitch an
effective game. Once, in missing
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Bryant in appreciation for the excellent calls he made while
catching Wilson’s no-hitter May 1.
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a pitch during batting practice, he
turned and slammed the bat against
the batting cage.

But once the game started, Wil-
son funneled his anger and frus-
tration into a flaming fast ball that
sent 13 Reds down on strikes. Two
or three times he appeared to be
straining too hard and lost his
groove, missing the plate badly.
But he always was able to pull
himself together and channel his
adrenaline into effective pitching.

Granted Six Passes

He walked six batters and hit
another. The one he hit was Bench.
No one in the Reds' clubhouse
thought it was an accident. Wilson
himself was hit by a Jim Merritt
pitch. Merritt threw just two pitch-
e¢s {o him in the third inning. Wil-
son was quick enough to get out
of the way of the first one, but
was plunked on the left arm with
the next. Don said Merritt's con-
trol wasn’t that bad. In fact, he
considered it very good, indeed.

Later Wilson was up to bunt and
appeared to shy away from Mer-
ritt's pitches. Cincinnati Manager
Dave Bristol yelled out at me,
‘Gutless, gutless,”” Wilson said. “I
have got better sense than to get
hit on the head when I know it's
about time to get one close.” Wil-
son accused Bristol of yelling in-
sults throughout the game. He said
it made him more determined to
beat the Reds—even to pitch a no-
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Hofheinz Rewards Don,

Signs Him to New Pact

HOUSTON, Tex.—As he has
done before, Houston Owner
Roy Hofheinz ordered Don Wil-
son’s contract torn up after his
no-hitter against the Reds and
signed him to a new one at a
higher salary.

Don Nottebart, Ken Johnson
and Wilson had pitched no-hit-
ters for Houston before. A
$1,000 raise has been the cus-
tom, but the amount was not
specified this time.

Catcher Don Bryant’s con-
tract also was torn up and he
received a raise. Bryant caught
Wilson’s no-hitter. It was the
first time Houston had reward-
ed the no-hit catcher.

AN e
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hitter against them. ‘‘I was think-
ing about it from the first inning
on,” he said.

“The third base coach also was
yelling, ‘You're going to get it,”
Wilson said,

“There were a couple of times
my legs were shaking so much I
had to step off the mound,” Wil-
son said. “I never wanted any-

thing so bad in all my life as to
pitch that no-hitter.”

When Wilson was collared for
the first radio interview after the
game, he still bore a fierce and
unyielding expression. ““I was pret-
ty mad tonight,” he said.

Reply From Bristol

Told of some of Wilson’s com-
ments, Bristol said, “You can be-
lieve Don Wilson if you want to.
I don't happen to be a Don Wilson
fan and I don’t think you will find
many Don Wilson fans in this club-
house.”

Wilson later said, ‘“You can say
I'm not a Dave Bristol fan.”

The game came down to the final
dramatic ninth, in which Wilson
ran the count to 3-and-2 on the
first three men he faced. He
struck out Tony Perez, got Bench
on a fly to center and walked Whit-
field, -

Tommy Helms then stepped to
the plate and hit the first pitch,
a sky-nigh pop, to third base. Wil-
son leaped up on the mound and
threw up his hands as soon as he
saw the ball squirt straight up, but
it seemed interminable seconds be-

fore it settled in anxious Doug
Rader’s glove.

Tense Eighth Inning

The eighth inning had been even
more tense. Wilson ran the count
to 3-and-2 on the first three men
he faced that inning, too. Pinch-
hitter Jimmy Stewart walked and
pinch-hitter Jim Beauchamp struck
out. Wilson had gone 2-and-0 on
Beauchamp before getting a strike
across.

Manager Harry Walker had gone
to the mound with the count 2-and-
0 on Beauchamp. “I just told him
I was coming out to give him a
chance to walk around the mound
and take a blow,” Walker said. “I
told him he still had real good
stuff and to just relax and throw
it in there.”

Pete Rose then fouled off three

3-and-2 pitches, one of them a
popup that catcher Don Bryant
staggered under and dropped for
an error. Wilson walked Rose.
But he got Bob Tolan and Alex
Johnson on
balls of the night, the first to
right field and the second to cen-
fer,

Wilson’s first no-hitter was
thrown June 18, 1967, against At-
lanta in the Astrodome. He won
that one, 2-0, and struck out 15.

“He can be a great one,”” Man-
ager Harry Walker said of Don.
““He can be the Gibson, the Kou-
fax, the guy who every time he
walks out there the team knows
it's likely to win a ball game.”

One other thing appears possible
at this time. Wilson and the Reds
could have some interesting and
hostile meetings ahead. Although
Wilson was the one who took up
the gauntlet for Houston, he gives
assurance that his teammates are
behind him and he will not stand
alone if trouble comes.

the two hardest hit

Revenge
Houston AB. R. H. RBIL. E. |
Morgan, 2b ...oovre 3011 0 O
Alou,  .cocevvviveveen 0 0 0 0 I
Wynn, ¢f .oovveveceveea @011 00
Rader, 3% ... 501 1 1 0
Menke, S§ .cccooea @ 0 2 2 0
miller, f —oevveeee. @0 00 0
Blefary, 1b ......o.o..... 4 1 2 0 O
Bryant, € .ovevvrervenrirer 4 0 2 0 0 I
Wilson, p ooococoeeee. 2 0 01 0
Totals ...coono3 4 9 40
Cincinnati AB. R. H. RBL E.
Rose, ¢f ..o 2 0 0O 0 O
Tolan, rf .ocoecviieeinnns 4 0 0 0 1
Johnson, If ....o....... 4 0O O O O
Perez, 3b . 4 0 0 0 0
Bench, ¢ .ooveeveveeeeen 2 00 0 0
Whitfield, 1b ............ 2 0 0 o0 O
Helms, 2b vvvvveveeee.. 4 0 0 01
Chaney, s5 .....ccceveenee 2 0 0 0 O
Carroll, P vocvevrrnrrrnns .0 0 o ¢ O
Stewart, ph .oocvveevrreene. o o 0 O O
Merritt, p ..o 10 0 0 D
RUIZ, S5 oooveeviveeiierienen, i o0 0 ¢ O
Beauchamp, ph .......... 1 0o 0 0 O
Noriega, P .coeveernrene o o 0 0 O
Totals oveeeeeeenrnnn. 27 0 0 0 2
Houston ........ 000 120 0104
Cincinnati ........ 000 000 00 U0 I
Houston IP. H. R. ER. BB. 50.
Wilson (W.2.3)9 0 0 0 6 13
Cincinnatj IP. H. R. ER. BB. SO,
Merritt (L. 1-2) 5254 6 3 3 3 3
Carrall .............. 224 3 1 1 0 1
Noriega ........... 1 0 o o0 1 2
DP—Cincinnati 1. LOB—Houston 10,
Cincinnati 7. 2B—Menke, 3B-—Blefary.

HR—Rader (2), SB—Bench, SH-—Morgan,
SF—Wilison. HBP—By Merritt (Wilson), by
Wilson (Bench), U—Venzon, Secory, Pryor
and Davidson. T—2:32. A—4,042.
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SAN DIEGO ‘alumni’ on the Cincinnati club
held a reunion, July 26, when Chico Ruiz (left)

Pavletich had

and Tony Perez (center) joined Don Pavletich.

been called up earlier.

Reds Give ‘Cum Laude’ Honors

By EARL LAWSON
CINCINNATI, O.

Johnny Temple watched young Tony
Perez take his swings in batting piac-
tice and winced.

“That fellow's going to ‘de-horn’ a
pitcher one of thesc days the way he
hits through the pitcher’'s mound,”
said Temple, who's now doing special
scouting assignments since dropped
from the Cincinnati roster.

A day later, you watched the 22-
year-old Perez whistle a sizzling liner
past Milwaukee lefthander Denny
Lemaster and you knew what Temple
meant.

“If Perez’ ball had hit Lemaster,
it would have gone right throuch
him,”” exclaimed Joe Nuxhall, the
veteran lefthander.

“I'm just glad I wasn’t standing in
the ball's way,” commented Frank
Bolling, the Braves’ second baseman.

Perez’ single off Lemaster was one
of two hits, his first in the majors, he
made as the Reds thumped the
Braves, 11-2, July 27, at Milwaukee's
County Stadium.

“As far as I'm concerned,” said
Milwaukee Manager Bobby Bragan,
“Perez lived up to his advance bill-
ing. I'd never seen him before, but 1
had read his records and they were
pretty impressive.”’

Perez Used at Once

Perez, along with fellow Cuban
Chico Ruiz, joined the Reds, July 26,
after his recall from San Diego, where
he had tatooed Pacific Coast League
pitching for 29 homers, 93 RBIs and
a .313 average.

With Vada Pinson nursing a sore
right wrist, Perez moved right into
the starting lineup at first base as
Deron Johnson shifted to the outficld.

He went hitless in six official trips

to the plate as the Reds split the

#

o

July 26 twin-bill with the Pirates.
His two hits against the Braves
came the following night,
‘**The kid stands up there at the

plate with a Jot of confidence,” said |

Bragan. ‘‘He has what [ call an ex-
aggerated Orlando Cepeda stance.”

On his first trip to the plate against
the Braves, July 27, Perez lined a
double to deep left-center.

*“Say, that fellow swings a bat
pretty good,” first base umpire Mel
Steiner remarked to first base coach

Ray Shore. The following year, he batted 292
“I guess he does,” Shore answered, "at Rocky Mount in the Carolina
'IS_‘. > THE SPORTING NEWS, AUGUST 8, 1964 * |
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|out in the Red farm system as a

HHutch Returns to Hospital;
Undergzoes Additional Tests

CINCINNATI, O.—Red Manager
Fred Hutchinson, stricken with
cancer last winter, entered Christ
Hospital here for ‘‘additional
tests’’ when the Reds left for Mil-
waukee and a three-game series
with the Braves, July 27.

Red Owner Bill DeWitt, in an-
nouncing the hospitalization of
Hutch, said coach Dick Sisler
would be in charge of the club
during the popular manager’s ab-
sence.

The Reds plan a party for
Hutch at Crosley Field when he
observes his forty-fifth birthday,
August 12, the night the Reds
play the Dodgers.

Hutch will be presented a cake
at home plate and organist Ron-
nie Dale will lead fans in singing
“Happy Birthday.”

The Reds’ management has an-
nounced gifts for Hutch may be
sent to the ball club. This was in
answer (o numerous inqguiries
made by fans who had expressed
a desire to send gifts.

“because he drove home 93 runs at
San Diezo before we called him up.”

““Nobody has to tell me anything
about Perez,”” said Bob Purkey. *“I
saw all I wanted to see of him from
the mound when 1 pitched against
him in that exhibition game with San
Diego at the beginning of the season.”

Percz had rapped Purkey for a
double and two singles.

Red Farm System Product
The 6-2, 190-pounder Perez started

third baseman. He was switched to
first at San Diego this season and
his inexperience at the position shows.

But the Reds are betting his bat |
will more than compensate for his
defensive lapses.

“Tony's going with me to Venezuela
this winter,” said coach Reggie Otero,
“and I'll have a lot of time to work |
with him on his fielding.”

There's every indication that Perez
doesn’t neced much work with his bat.
He batied .348 for Geneva in the
New York-Pennsylvania League in
1961, his sccond vear in O, B,

L
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rads Perez and
|

B | bruised ribs on his left side.

Ruiz

League. He missed the last fow weeks
of the season when he broke an ankle.

Last year, he batted .309 for Macon,
Ga., in the Sally Leacue and finished
the season at San Diezo. where he
batted .379 in eight cames.

Owner Bill DeWitt is hopine the
addition of Perez and Ruiz will mean
the pennant for the Reds this scason.

Gunning for Pennant

In recalling the two Cubans, DeWitl
had to be thinking in terms of a
pennant or he would never have in-
vited the wrath of the San Diego fans
by plucking the Padres’ two top
stars from their roster.

Some ten days earlier, DeWitt had
reached down to San Diezo and pur-
chased Don Pavletich after John Ed-
wards, the Reds’ first-string catcher,
turned up with a sore arm.

Pavletich banged out homers in
each of the first thrce games he start-
ed behind the plate.

Ruiz, like Perez, wasn’t long in see-
ing action with the Reds after his re-
call. He batted for Pete Rose in the
eighth inning of the first game of the
July 26 double-header with the Pirates
and finished the zame at second base.

Rose was on the hench., nursing

As the Reds shellacked the Braves
on July 27, Ruiz banged out three hits,

Perez’ presence on the Red roster
does present one problem — where
to play Deron Johnson.

“I can’t very well take Johnson out
of the lineup,”” Red Managzer Fred
Hutchinson commented.

Hutch didn't have to explain his
remark. Johnson's home run and

| double in the 11-2 victory over the

Braves, July 27, boosted his season
mark to .325.
Johnson Surprises Old Boss

“The guy sure surpriscs me,’" said
Milwaukee coach Jo Jo White. '] was
a coach at Kansas City when he was
there. And I mana~ed against him in
the Eastern League.

“*Someone on the Reds has helped
him with his batting or he has helped
himself because he sure has learned
to hit.”

Johnson may wind up at third base.

““He cun play it,”" said Phil Seghi,
the Red’s assistant peneral manager.
“He was an all-star third baseman
when he played in the International
League.”

One thine's ceortain. Johnson will
remain in the lineup somewhere. And
so will Percz, if he's as good as his

BASEBALL
ARE TIMED

AND LONGINES
IS OFFICIAL WATCH FOR

U.S. Olympic Trials
N.C.A.A. Championships
U.S. Auto Club
Sports Car Club of Amcrica
Automobhile Competition
Committee U.S.A.
National Ski Association
American Powerboat Association
National Acronautic Associition
American Bobsled Association
Amateur Skating Association
Amateur Bicycle League
National Horse Show Association
American Equestrian Team
Winter Olympic Games 1960
Pan American Games 1959-1963
Oflicial for Tuning
Olympic and World
Championship sporis
in all fields

throughout the
World.
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Longines is Official Watch wsed by all
major league baseball umpires throughout
the season and for the world series.
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Hlustrated iz the
LONGINES
JUBILEE 5 STAR ADMIRAL

Visit your Lonpines-Wittnauer
Franchised Jowrler to see the
World's Most Honored Watch.
Priced from onty $71.50.

record with the San Diego Padres in-
dicates he is.

Red Hots: Veteran catcher Hal
Smith and rookie infielder Bobby
Klaus were dropped to make room
for Perez and Ruiz. Smith, given his
unconditional release, was rehired as
batting practice and bull-pen catcher.
| Klaus was sold to the Mets. . . .
Jim Maloney won his tenth game
against nine losses when he beat the
Braves, 11-2, with a six-hitter, July 27.
. . . Joey Jay's luck may be chang-
inec. He ended his personal losing
strcak at six with a 7-2 victory over
the Pirates in the first game of the
July 26 double-header. Leo Cardenas
sewed up the victory with a grand-
slam homer, his first ever, off Roy
Face in the eighth inning. . .
Jim O’'Toole pitched his first shutout
of the season when he blanked the
Pirates, 2-0, July 24. It was his
cleventh victory in 15 decisions . . .
The Mets continue to be the Reds’
Inemeais. The National League cellar
dwellers ran their string of victories
over the Reds to five before losing,
| 5.4, July 23 Billy McCool. tho
20-year-old rookie lefty, suffered his
first loss against three victories when
the Mets beat the Reds, 4-3, in ten
I|i:nnings. July 22, . . Ryne Duren,
charged with an error in the 4.2
loss when he fumbled Deron John-
son’s throw after getting a dclayed
start to cover first base on Frank
Thomas’ routine grounder, walked in-
to Hutch’s office the next night and
offered his personal check for $100.
H”This club is battling for a pennant
and I goofed and helped cost us a
game,’”’ said Duren. “I deserve to be
fined this much.”” . . . Hutch didn’t
take the check. “Duren knew he made
a mistake,” said Hutch. “Taking his
money wouldn't prove anything.”

L L] L

)
climbing even hizher in the averagze
departient.

Phillie Fodder: When the Cards
swept a double-header from the Phil-
lies, 6-1 and 4-1, on July 26, it marked
the first Connie Mack S:iadium twin-
bill without a home run hit by either
team since August 28, 1962, and the
first such occurrence in &a Sunday
double-header there since May 24,
1959 . . . Chris Short ecgualled his
victory total of 1963 when he beat the
Cards, 9-1, July 24 in the most one-
sided victory the Phillies had scored
in a month, It was also the first com-
plete game tossed by any member of
the Phillies since July 3, when Ray
Culp beat the Gianis . . . Southpaw
Curt Simmons ran his career record
against the Phillies to 153-2 on July
25 since the Quakers released him
in May, 1960 . . . The Phillies scored
their third straight win over Warren
Spahn, July 22, and that marked the
first time they had won three in a
row from the Braves’ great lefty in
at least 15 years . . . Through the
series with the Cardinals on the final
Tuly week-end, lefthanded pitchers
for the opposition had been the hurl-
ers of record in 14 of the Phillies’
last 20 games: of their last 12 defeats,
ten had been to lefties, and only four
of their eight victories in that stretch
had been over southpaws . . . Alex
Johnson made his major league de-
but, July 25, and the rookie left field-
er had quite a day. He singled to left
his first two times up, walked, struck
out, hit a two-run sincle to right in
the ninth inning and then was doubled
iup on the bases.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11




Peninsula

Ken Chelini, Son
Of Ex-Big Timer,
Fans 19 Batiers

By BILL JONES
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.

The 18-year-old son of a former ma-
jor leaguer stole the spotlight with a
record-breaking 19-strikeout perform-
ance as the Peninsula Winter League
launched its sixth season.

The youngster is Ken Chelini, whose
father Italo spent 14 years in Organ-
ized Baseball and hurled for the White
Sox from 1935 to '37,

Pitching for the Giants, young
Chelini, a porisider like his dad, fan-
ned 19 while blanking the Indians on
two hits, 6-0, in the season opener at
South San Francisco, September 19.
The 19 whiffs represented a league
record.

Chelini struck out eight in a row
from the third inning to the sixth—
also a league mark—and fanned the
side four times—in the fourth, fifth,
sixth and ninth innings.

No Chances for Outfielders

The only ball hit out of the infield
was a single by Zelman Jack in the
sixth inning. No Giant outfielder had
a fielding chance, representing an-
other league record.

The Indians won the second game
of the series the next day, 5-1, be-
hind the five-hit pitching of collegian
Phil Knuckles,

The Orioles, co-champions with the
Phillies last year, took the Philadcl-

| B |
Peninsula League
“(Including games of Sept. 20)
Club W. L. Pct.G.B.
Twins .2 01000 ..
Orioles .2 01000 ..
Indians .1 1 500 1
Giants .11 500 1
Yankees 0 2 000 2
Phillies .02 00 2
| |

- -
Wichita Set for 31st Year
As Site of Dumont Tourney

WICHITA, Kan. == The annual
National Baseball Congress cham-
pionship tournament will be held
in Wichita for the thirty-first con-
secutive year in 1965 with the
starting date sei for August 13,
President Ray Dumont announced.

The first three teams in the 1964
national tournament have been
extended automatic invitations to
participate in next year's finals.
They are the. Wichita (Kan.)
Glassmen, Fairbanks (Alaska)
Goldpanners a n d Bellingham
(Wash.) Bells.

All other clubs must qualify
through state tournaments with a
majur:} of these winners being
required to play in a bi.state series
with another champion for the
right to compete in the national
event.

Gate receipts in the recently-
completed Wichita tournament
showed an increase of five per
cent over 1963.

THE SPORTING NEws will be
honored at the opening of the next
tournamacn! with special tribute to
the late J. G. Taylor Spink, who
took a major part in the organi-
zation and early development of
the NBC program.

- u

phia-sponsored club twice in their

.npening series at San Mateo, 9-4 and

8-5. In the opener the Orioles’ Joe
Gualco, University of San Francisco
pitcher, had a no-hitter for six innings
hefore tiring. Steve Caria (Fox Cities)
started for the Orioles in the second

game, but was trailing, 4-0, when he
left. Leroy Reams (Eugene) of the
Phillies was the game's hitting star
with four safeties in five appearances.

In the other inaugural series, the
Twins walloped t h-e Yankees twice,
13-4 and 14-5. Pete Magrini (Wilson)
scattered six hits to win the opener.
Third baseman Gary Cortopassi, who
is slated to join the Twins’ Melbourne
(Florida Rookie) club next year, rip-
ped off five hits in eight swings in

the two games to pace the winners’

h attack.

Perez and Shockley Cop
Player Laurels in PCL

| who carried the

& | fielder,

Tony Perex

valuable player

third, collected 30 points in winning the MVP award.

. The champion San Diego
1 Padres and the Arkansas Tray-
elers, Eastern Division leaders

Weas® |en games in the pennant play-
ik | off, dominated the annual se-
# | lections made by
4% | Coast League’s baseball writers
;4 . | and broadcasters.
o In Tony Perez, slugging in-
and Eddie Leishman,
the Padres had the PCL’s most

Padres to sev-

the Pacific

and No. 1 gen-

Eddie Leishman
eral manager, while Frank Lucchesi of Arkansas was voted manager

of the year and his slugging first baseman, Costen Shockley. gained
rookie honors.

In addition, the Travelers placed four players and the Padres had
three named on the league’s all-star team.

Perez, who began the season as a first baseman but wound up at

His closest

rivals were a teammate, shortstop Tommy Helms, and Shockley, who
received 20 points each. Pitcher Luis Tiant, who was 15-1 at Portland

when Cleveland summoned him in mid-July,

points.
Curiously,

in the rookie-of-the-

ranked third with 15

year voting, Shocklev nosed out

Perez, 45 points to 35. Tiant again was third with 25.

L

1

a:
Shockley Paces Home-Run Hitters With 34
Shockley led the league in home runs, 36, and tied for RBI leader-

ship with 112 while batting .281.
runs and hit .309.

By winning the homer title, Shockley also gained the Tony

Perez had 34 homers, drove in

107

Lar-

zeri Memorial Trophy which was reinstated this year by Western Air

Lines after a five-year lapse.

Leishman was an easy victor in balloting fur general manager of

the vear.

He drew 70 points compared to 25 for Portland’s Dave

Steele and 20 for Ray Winder of Arkansas.
In the managerial poll, Lucchesi gathered 95 points to 25 tor run-

ner-up Johnny Lipon of Portland.

Perez picked up the most points—126—in the voting for the all-

star team, but since the votes were

distributed betwaen first and third

bases, he landed the utility infield position.
The complete all-star team follows: First base—Costen Shockley,
Arkansas; second base—Gus Gil, San Diego; shortstop—Tommy Helms,

San Diego; third base—Lou Klimchock, Denver: utility

infield—Tony

Perez, San Diego; outfield—Lou Johnson, Spokane; Alex Johnson, Ark-
ansas, and Adolfo Phillips, Arkansas; catcher—Jim Coker, Denver, and
Pat Corrales, Arkansas (tied): righthanded pitcher—Luis Tiant, Port-

land;
Ken Rowe, Spokane.

8" x 10"’ Team Photos of Eighteen Major League Clubs

be sent you without cost. Additional photos $1.50 each.
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lefthanded pitcher—Wilbur Wood, Seattle, and relief pitcher—

Coast Clippings

LUCCHESI SUPERSTITION PAYS OFF

ANAGER Frank Lucchesi of
Arkansas. admittedly superstitious,
left no stone wunturned in his
scarch for the little extras. Just a
few minutes before the September 20
game, he swapped jerseys with his
starting pitcher., Billy Smith. In the

exchangze. the veteran lefty reclaimed!

No. 16. which he wore through 15 vic-
tories in 1963, while Lucchesi took the
No. 26 in which Smith went 9-13
this year. “No harm trying.” the
Traveler skipper commented. Whether
the swap had anything to do with it is
debatable, but Smith, inconsistent much
of the secason, went out and blanked
San Diego, 2-0, with late relief help.

First baseman Tim Harkness
missed the Padres’ plane out of
San Diego, September 18, and failed
to arrive in time for that night's
game in Little Rock. However, he
rejoined his mates the next day.

Attendance for the seven playvolf
games totaled 25,520, including 11,451
for three contests at San Diego and
14,069 for four in Little Rock The
players’ pot was expected to be worth
around $15,000, of which the winning
Padres will cut up 50 per ceni.

TOVAR SHOWS HIDDEN STRENGTH

ESAR TOVAR, San Diego’'s 5-9,

155-pound Venezuelan handyman,

apparently saved his strength for
the playoffs. After hitting only seven
homers in 158 games during the regu-
lar season—and none after July 12—
the bantam infielder connected on
successive nights, September 16-17. The
latter blast enabled Ted Wills to win
a 1-0 squeaker over the Travelers.

Injuries decimated the Travelers in
the plavofis. Pitcher Joel Gibson came
up with a stiff neck after his Septem-
ber 16 outing and Len Clendenin,
bothered by a stiff shoulder, had to
quit after pitching to one batler in
relief two nights later. In addition.
the Travs lost outfielders Johnny Up-
ham and Billy Sorrell for the {inal
game because of a jammed shoulder
and ankla: iniuryv, respectively,
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29)

son combined to check Travs on five
hits. After walking bases full in fourth
inning, Weville was lifted when he
passed [lrst batter in fifth. Another
walle by Davidson and John Upham's
double produced lone Arkansas run, buil
Padre reliever choked off Travs on one
hit remainder of way. Tony Perez ac-
counted for first San Diego tally with
homer in fourth inning. Padres jumped
on Dallas Green for two tie-breaking
runs in sixth on walk, double by Perez
and Jim Saul's single. Singles by Ken

Walters, Cesar Tovar and Ed Sada
yielded final two runs 1n sevenih,

San Diego ab r hrbif Arkansas ab r hrbi
Tovar, ss 3 1 1 1iSorrell, rf S 0 0 0
Sada, 3b 4 0 1 l{Malkmus, 30 4 1 0 O
Shamsky, If 2 1 0 0 Heath, If 3010
Perez, 1b 4 2 3 1|/Shockiey, 1b 4 0 2 0
McWilliams, rf3 0 0 0iGigon, 2b 3000
Banderas, ¢f 1 0 1 0O)Upham, cf 3011
Saul, ¢ 4 0 2 2{Goss, cf . 1 000
Waiters, ¢f-rf 4 1 1 0;Elia, ss 2 0 0 ¢Q
Gil, 2b 3 0 0 0jCorrales, ¢ 3010
Neville, p 2 0 0 O Green, p 2 0 00
Davidson, p 2 0 0 D}Lam, ph 1 0 0 O

Totals 32 5 9 5/ Totals 31 1 S5 }
Sain Diego .. .. poo0 102 2005
ArLansaig .000 D10 000—1

San Diego 1. H. R. ER. BB, S0.
Neville ... e B 3 1 1 & 2
Davidson (Winner) ....... 9 2 0 0O 1 4

Arkansas iP. 1; F; E'I;. BHE. SDE
G (L ) SUUTPTOPNPR . T |
Otiver oo 272 1 0 0 1 O

£_—Shocklev. DP—San Diego 1, Arkansas 2. LOB
San Diego 4, Arkansas 10, 28B—Perez, Upham. HR
—Perez. SB—Malkmus. SH—Gil. WP—Neville 2.
T—2:46. A—2,B71,

GAME OF SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

AT LITTLE ROCK (D) —Arkansas
deadlocked series at three games each
when Billy Smith and Ferguson Jenkins
collaborated for ten-hit shutout, 2-0.
San Diego stranded 11 runners, Travel-
ers got to Jim Coates for {first run in
fifth inning when Lee Elia doubled and.
with two out, scored all the way from
second base when Bill Sorrell beat out
tap to first buseman Tony Perez. Costen
Shoviklevy homered in sixth for other
run. Padres, who filled bases with two
eut in fifth, finally kayoed Smith in
eizhith when first two batters singied.
Jenkins promptly fanned Ken Walters
and retired Tim Harkness on fly ball;
after walking Art Shamsky, loading
bases, he also whiffed pinch-hitter Miles
McWilliams to snuff San Diego threat.

San Diego ab r hrbif Arkansas ab r hrbi
Tovar, ss 5 0 0O 0;Sorrel, rf 2 011
Sada, 3b-2b 5 0 3 O0O|Malkmus, 3b 3 01 0
Perez, 1b-3b 3 0 2 O/F. Waltcrs, if 4 0 1 0O
H. Smith, ¢ 4 0 1 O|Shockley, 16 4 1 1 1
Dovel, pr 0 0 0O 0:Gigon, 2b 4 010
Saul, ¢ 0 0 0 0OiGuoss, <f 4 010
K. Wal's, rf-cf 4 0 2 DElia, 55 311P0
Banderas, ¢f 2 0 0 O!Corrales, ¢ 3000
Harkn’s, ph-1b1 O 0 O.B. Smith, p 2 0 0 0
Shamsky, i 3 0 1 0 —_—— — —
Cil, 2b 3 0 0 0 Totals 292 7 2
McWms, phorf 1 0 0 0
Coates, p 2 0 1 0
Burright, ph 1 0 0 O,

Wilis, ph 1 0 0 0O
e |

Totals 35 010 0O
S Diego .................... 000 000 00 0-0D
Avansias o 000 011 00 x—2

San Diego IP. H. R. ER. BB, SO
Coates (Loser) .............. 5¥> 4 2 2 3 1
Bieeden . ....cvvieierneee 23 1 0 0 2 1
Dickzan .. ... . 2 z 0 0 1l 0

Arkansas IP. H. R. ER, BB, SO.
B. Smith (Winner) .. ....... T 10 0o o0 1 4
Jenking ... 2 0 o 0 1 3

E--None, -DP-—San Diego 2, Arkansas 1. LOB—-
San Dieqgo 11, Arkansas 7. 2B—Eiia, Goss. HR—-
ihn:;lei. SH—Banderas. WP—B. Smith., T—2:36.

—2,221.

GAME OF MOMDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

AT LITTLE ROCK (N) — San Diego
aptured Coast league championship by
lrouncing Arkansas in seventh game,
11-5, before 5,154, second largest paid
crowd of year here. With other Traveler
pitchers either injured or "not properly
rested, Manager Frank Lucchesi started
rookie Gary Wagner, late-season addi-
tion from Chattanooga (Southern). He
faced only five batters and all five scor-
ed as Padres put together trio of singles,
two errors and sacrifice fly for five-run
first inning. Double by Lee Elia and
Pat Corrales’ single gave Arkansas one
run I second, but Tim Harkness got
that back for Padres with third-inning
homer off Harry Oliver, Visitors padded
lead to 7-1 with another run in fourth.
Arkansas chased Padre starter Ted Wills
with three markers in fifth, topped by
Norm Glgon's two-run double, before
reliever Ted Davidsun put out fire. San
Diego bounced back with three runs in
sixth against Paul Brown and Dallas
Green. Meantime, Davidson checked
Travelers remainder of way, except for

Corrales’ homer in ninth, to gain credit
for decisive wvictory.

San Diego ab ¢ hrbil Arkansas ab r hrbi
Tovar, ss 5 2 3 0O{Malkmus, 3b 4 1 0 1
Shamsky, ¥ 4 2 1 1|Heath, rf 3010
Perez, 3b 4 1 0 2|Gigon, 2b 4 0 1 2
Harkness, 1b 3 2 1 2|Shockley, 1b 4 0 0 O
McWilliams, rf4 1 2 3|Ella, ss 4 110
Banderas, ¢f 0O 0 0 O|F. Walters, f 4 0 0 O
K. Wal's, cf-rf 5 1 1 0|Goss, cf 4 11 g
Git, 2b 5 0 1 1l|Corrales, ¢ 4 2 3
Smith, ¢ 4 1 1 llWagner, p 0000
Wills, p 1 0 0 O|Oliver, p 1000
Davidson, p 1 1 O OjLam, ph - 0000

Green, p 1 00040

Totals 36 11 10 10{Sorrell, ph 1000

Totals 34 5 7 5
San Diego ....cvvivveneeee. 501 103 0 0 111
Arkansas ......cccoviviieeeee. 10 030 00 1—5

San Diego IP. H. R. ER. BB, S0.
Wills e vesraaste 4y 5 4 4 2 B
Davidson (Winner) ........ 484 2 1 1 0 &
_ Arkansas iIP. H. R. ER. BB, $0.
Wagner (Loser) ........... @ 3 5 2 1 0
Ofiver i, T 5 2 2 0 0
Broen ............ bissrassaaseranis ot 1 2 2 1 0
Green ... 4 1T 2 1 2 2

<Pitched to five batlers in first.
tPitched to two batters in sixth,
E—Gigon, Shockley, Elia. LOB-—San Diego 6,
Aikansas 4, 2B—K, Walters, Elia, Gigon. HR—

Horliness. Corrales. SH—Wills, SF—Smith, Hark-
wots, RAcWilliems, T—2:27. a—5,154,



Tony Swings Torrid Stick; Faltering Bombers
Reds Hope He’s Permanent Eye 3 Peaches as

By EARIL 1LAWSON
CINCINNATI, .

Tony Perez has always heen
known as a batter who's especially
tougrh to pget out when there are
men on base,

And the husky Cuban apparently
1s determined to keep alive the
reputation. His tinmely hits are one
of the bipp reasons why the Reds
are perched  atop the  National
Lengrue standinges,

“Tust about every time Tony
prets o hat, it becomes a tie pame
or we o owin,'" o remarked an admer-
iayr Jun Coker, the Red catoher.

It was o teoth-aanmimgee double by
Perers that sent home Pete Rose
with the winming run an an KB-7 wvie-
tory over the Pirates, May 15,
Crosley eld.

The double was one of four hits
i the jpame for Peres, whose
mnth-tnmimy: sinple preceded o
pame-tying, home run by lLee May.

“1rst time oever et Tour hats
I one pame in the major leapues,”™
the beanung Perez had remarked
after the pame.

Perez” tenth-inning double  ¢li-
maxed one of the maost thredling
comebacks  ever  staged by the
Reds ot Crosley Field.

Morcover, i the case of Rober-
to Clemente, it took o hittle luster
from what should have been his
preatest day in baseball,

Big Day for Roberto

Clemente had driven home  all
seven of the Pirate runs with three
homers and a double.

But, as the Reds” Art Shamsky
later pointed out, “"How can you be
happy when you lose?’

Shamsky knew from
perience,

Just last year, he had come off
the bench to sock three consecu-
tive homers in a pame the Reds
lost to the Pirates, i4-11,

“1 know just what's in Clemen-
te’s mind,”” Shamsky had com-
mented after the Pirate slugger
had staged his one-man show,

Two days later, May 17, Peres
agunin delivered in the clutch, rap-
ping  out two  hits and driving
home two runs as the Reds com-
pleted 0 sweep of a three-game
series with the Pirates by regis-
tering a 3-1 victory behind the
stout pitching of Sammy Ellis.

In a May 19 game with the Phil-
lies at Connie Mack Stadium, Per-
ez punched out a fourth-inning
single and went on to score the
Reds’ first run in & 6-1 victory
over the Phillies authored by Jim
Maloney.

Another Clutch Hit

The next day, May 20, he sin-
gled home two runs in the sixth
inning to tie the score. And the
Reds added three more runs in
the inning to grab a 5-2 victory
from the Phillies as Gerry Arrigo
turned in a one-hit, six-inning re-
lief stint to gain his fourth straight
victory.

The next day, Sunday, May 21,
Perexr singled home Tommy Har-
per in the ninth inning to knot the
score at one-all.

And it wasn't until the eighteenth
inning that the Phillies (finally
broke the deadlock on Don Lock's
two-out single, which scored Rich-
ie Allen from second base.

Perez’ three hits in the mara-
thon contest put him over the .300
mark.

Further, his RB1 gave him the
club lead with 23.

What makes Perez even more
valuable to the Reds s his versa-
tility. Hte opened inc season at
first base. But when Deron John-
son pulled a hamstring in his left
leg at Atlanta, May 6, the likable
Cuban switched to third base.

And his bang-up performance in

8 *

hard ex-

Tony Perez

the field has won the praise of
Red Manager Dave Bristol and
the grudging admiration of rival
players.

During the Pittsburgh series,
Perers went far to his left to grab
a sinash off Clemente’s bat, whirl-
ed and fired to first base for the

putout. An awed Clemente was
still  gawking in amazement at
Perez when he returned to the
dugout.

IZlhs calls Perez his “pood luck
charm.”

“l can remember  at
pames  Perez won for me
base-hits i 1965, said the
riphthander.

“And most of the base-hits were
homers.”’

least six
with
Red

Victory for Ellis

llis® comment came late last
month after a three-run homer by
Perez pave Sammy a 3-1 victory
over Houston at the Astrodome.

Peresz passed the greater part
of the past two  seasons  sitting
on the Red bench. And he was
haunted by the prospect of a
third straight year of inactivity
when he reported to the Reds’
trmmning camp this spring.

In camp, too, was big Lee May,
who already was being touted as
the National Leapuc's ‘“‘rookie of
the vear.”

May had had a big year at Buf-
falo in 1966 and then had rapped
the ball at a .345 clip while play-
ing for the Reds the last six weeks
of the season, after his recall from
the International League farm
club.

“l1 don't want to be traded,”
Perez had remarked during spring
training,

“1 like the Cincinnati team and
1 like to play for Bristol. He's
ltke me. He wants to win.

Just Give Him a Chance

“All 1 want,"”” the husky Cuban
had added, ‘‘is a chance to play
regularly.

I know 1 can hit in the major
leagues if I'm given the opportu-
nity."'’

It’s a popuiar refrain, but, where
Perez is concerned, it's true. He
has proved it.

Even though Perez’ name pop-
ped up frequently in trade rumors
during the baseball meetings last
winter, Bristol has never been
cager to trade him.

**Good players are hard to come
by."” remarked the Red manager.
‘““And when you get a couple of
good, young ones like Perex and
May, you don't want to part with
them."'

Both Perez and May came to
the Reds with impressive minor
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Maloney’ Stamina Amazes
Both Umpire and Mates

CINCINNATI, O.—"rnow can
a puy have so much stamina?”’
asked an amazed Bill Jackow-
ski, the National Leapgue um-
pire.

He was  referring  to  the
Reds' Jim Maloney, who cap-
ped a standout performance
against the Phillies, May 19,
by striking out the side in the
ninth inning to run his game
total to 11.

“He was a real bull out
there in the ninth,” said Red
Manager Dave Bristol, admir-

ingly.
“Think Maloney's not strong
to finish the way he did?"”

asked Billy McCool., “The guy

made 154 pitches.

“And don't forget the fact
that he ran out that double
in the eighth inning.” )

A two-run double by Malon-
ey in the ecighth inning, his
second hit of the game, cap-
ped a three-run uprising, which
gpave the Reds a 6-1 victory.

In the fifth inning, Maloney
had executed the hit-and-run
perfectly while singling team-
muate Leo Cardenas into scor-
ing position.

“l don't pget paid to hit,”
remarked Maloney, grinning,
“*but I just might mention that
single at contract time.”’

. P . L S mmm——— —-ru .m -_n-.

leapue credentials. Each hit 34
homers and drove home over 100
runs while playing for Bristol at
San Diego.

After May burned up the Na-
tional League the last six weeks
of the 1966 season, Perez, not to
be outdone, went down to Puerto
Rico and captured the winter
lecague batting crown with a .333
average.

What's more, he drove home 63
runs in 70 games.

Today, Bristol chuckles when he
recmembers the many times he
was asked last spring, ‘“*“What are
you going to do with two right-
handed-hitting first basemen?"

Bristol Finds a Way

“I'll find ways of using them
both,”” had been the Red man-
ager's answer,

He has, too.

““Versatility, you can’t beat it,”’
remarks Bristol today,

““Just look what Tony has done
for us.”

Red Hots: After his first 2514
innings, Gerry Arrigo had yielded
only one earned run and seven

hits., He owned a 440 record and
a fantastic 0.36 earned-run aver-
age. When Ted Abernathy

made a relief appearance in the
18-inning marathon with the Phil-
lies, May 21, it was the first time
he had pitched in a week. *“I
can't complain about the inactiv-
ity because we've been winning,”
said the tireless righthander, who
appeared in 17 of the Reds’ first
38 games. . . . The marathon game
of May 21 enabled the Reds’' Pete
Rose to extend his batting streak
through 17 games. He was hitless
until he punched out a single in
the fourteenth inning.

Mel Queen racked up his fifth
victory against one loss when he
beat the Pirates, 6-3, iiay 16. He
had a three-hit shutout going into
the ninth inning. . . . Sammy EI-
lis, who compiled a 12-19 record
last year after winning 22 in 1965,
is well along the comeback trail.
He gained his fourth victory in
six decisions when he beat the
Pirates, 3-1, May 17. Sammy's
four complete games also top the
Red hurlers.

.....

By JACK LANG
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Terry Hughes, Mike Blomberg or
Mike Garman—one of the three—
is likely to be the Yankees' prize
pick when the fallen Bombers
make the first selection in base-
ball’s third annual free-agent draft
here, June 6.

A consensus of scouts interview-
ed around the country indicated
that Hughes, Blomberg and Gar-
man are the outstanding candi-
dates available in this year’s draft.

With all the shortstop troubles
the Yankees have been experienc-
ing since Tony Kubek - retired,
Hughes could be the boy the Amer-
ican leaguers select.

The Spartanburg, S. C., lad is re-
garded as a sure bet for major
league stardom.,

“Hughes,’" said one major league
talent scout, ‘‘could step onto a
major league field right now and
hold his own with the glove. He’s
a tremendous shortstop.’”

The Yankees, by virtue of their
last-place finish in 1966, will be
accorded first pick in the draft.
The Cubs, basement occupants in
the National League in '66, have
second call.

All Ogle Blomberg

Blomberg, a first baseman-out-
fielder from Druid Hills High
School in Atlanta, is also eyed en-
viously by every major league
club. Besides having power, Blom-
berg has exceptional speed.

Garman, from Caldwell, 1daho, is
a righthanded pitcher and an ex-
tremely attractive choice because
he is married and not vulnerable
to the military draft. He’s a big
fellow, too, at 6-4 and 204.

Cardinal farm boss George Silvey
flew to Caldwell recently to watch
Garman pitch.

“It was about 32 degrees when
the game started,’”” Silvey report-
ed, ‘‘and there were about 25 ma-
jor league scouts in the stands.”

A survey resulted in a consensus
choice of the top 12 candidates for
the draft. When the list was shown
to Silvey, he concurred with the
opinion of other scouts.

“I think you’ll find those 12 boys
at the top of just about every ma-
jor league club’s scouting reports,”’
he remarked.

Bumper Crop, Says Bing

The free-agent crop this year is
an extremely good one, according
to Mets' President Bing Devine.

“The pitchers in particular are
outstanding this year,” said Bing.
““There seems to be an abundance
of good ones. Of course, you never
know how a pitcher is going to
develop, but talent - wise I'd say
there are a lot of good pitchers
available this year."” '

The Mets got the outstanding
pitching prospect in the first free-
agent draft in 1965. Selecting sec-
upd after the Kansas City A’s had
picked outfielder Rick Monday, the
Mets drafted lefthander Les Rohr.

Iftnhr proved to be a big disap-
pointment. He was 4-6 with Wil-
liamsport in 1965 and last year had

- -
College Honors Bristol

CINCINNATI, O. — Manager
Dave Bristol of the Reds re-
ceived one of two distinguished
service awards presented an-
nualiy by the Western Carolina
College Alumni Association.
The award was presented on
May 20 to Mrs. Bristol, in the
absence of her husband.

= m

- Prime Free Agents
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Mike Garman

a combined 4-13 record with Wil-
liamsport and Auburn.
Of the dozen top candidates are:
The top 12, according to a con-
sensus of Big-Time scouts, follow:

Terry Hughes, shortstop, from

Spartanburg, S. C.

Mike Garman, righthanded pitch-
er, from Caldwell, 1daho. ]

Don Blomberg, first baseman-
outfielder, from Druid Hills High
School, Atlanta, Ga.

Wayne Simpson, righthanded
pitcher, from Sentinel High School
in Louisiana.

Phil Meyer, lefthanded pitcher,
from Pius High School in Downey,
Calif.

Mike Nunn, catcher, from Ben L.
Elmiéh High School in Greensboro,

Brian Bickerson, lefthanded
pitcher and first baseman, from
San Diego.

Larry Keener, righthanded pitch-
er, from Wheeler High School iIn
Marietta, Ga.

Ted Simmons, catcher, from
Southfield High School in South-
field, Mich.

Larry Matlock, lefthanded pitch-
er, from West Chester, Pa.

Jim Foor, lefthanded pitcher,
from McCluer High School, St
Louis, Mo.

Dave Kingman, righthanded
pitcher from Mt. Prospect High
School, Mt. Prospect, III.
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Settles It in
15th Frame

By BOB BROEG
In the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
ANAHEIM, Calif.

Somebody up there in the execu-
tive tower of the Grand Hotel here
knows a hero when he sees one—
even in advance of the heroics.

When the annual All-Star Game
came this time to toyland, several
National League players arrived
in Anaheim late the night before
the game to find that the hotel had
rented their rooms,

Among the slighted was an All-
Star newcomer named Atanasio Ri-
gal (Tony) Perez, a Cuban expatri-
ate now playing third base for the
Cincinnati Reds. Worse, the big,
good-looking Perez had brought
along his wife and 14-month-old
baby, both of whom also faced a
long night in the hotel lobby.

In a reshuffle that followed—
baseball brass began doubling up
like the common folks—some of
the biggest names in the game
wound up squeezing into quarters
with strange roommates. But Tony
Perez, the senora and muchacho
were escorted to the plush presi-
dential suite of the hotel.

A Fitting Response

In a manner befitting a player
treated like a king, or at least a
president, Perez responded the
next day with a 15th-inning homer
that won the game, 2-1.

Several All-Star records were set
in the contest. It was, among other
things, the longest and perhaps
duilest in a series that began as a
sideshow to Chicago’s World Fair
in 1933. |

The National League's victory,
July 11, in a game dominated by
pitching, a contest of few hits and

-
Perez Wins Ward Trophy
As Star of Game’s Stars

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Tony
Perez of the Reds, the National
League's home-run-hitting hero
of the All-Star Game, was vot-
ed the winner of the Arch-Ward
Memorial Award by sports
writers covering the classic.

The award in memory of the
late sports editor of the Chi-
cago Tribune, who originated
the All-Star Game, is presented
by the Rawlings Sporting Goods
Co, of St. Louis to the out-
standing player each year,

Perez, was the winner by a
wide margin. Only three other
All-Stars received votes and,.
with some justice, one of them
was Jim Hunter of the Athlet-
ics, the pitcher who served the
home-run ball to Perez. Hun-
ter pitched five innings and
gave up just four hits, but was
the 2-1 loser on the blast by
Perez in the fifteenth.

Carl Yastrzemski of the Red
Sox, who reached base five
straight times on three hits
and two walks, and Ferguson

. Jenkins of ihe Cubs, who tied
an All-Star Game record by
striking out six batters in three
innings, also received some
votes, |

runs and only two walks, was its

fifth straight for a record.
Although a second straight over-

time triumph by the same low

score hardly would amount to su-

periority, the fact is that the Na-
tionals now own a 20-17 edge in a
rivalry that has known one rain-
abbreviated tie.

Curiously, once trailing by eight
games in the midsummer series,
12-4, the Nationals began their
climb to prominence 17 years ago
at Chicago’s Comiskey Park, site
of the first All-Star Game in 1933,
A home run by the Cardinals’ cur-
rent manager, Red Schoendienst,
then decided a 14-inning game that
was the longest until this year’s
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READY TO slap hands as the National
League fans clapped hands, Tony Perez of
the Reds dashes for the dugout after cross-
ing home plate on his 15th-inning homer
that won the All-Star Game at Anaheim,
2-1. The first teammate to greet Perez, Tim

ened to last until the wee hours
of the morning.,

Five times now an All-Star Game
has gone into extra innings, twice
in succession because the National
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Top-Flight Pitchers on Parade

byantn s

McCarver of the Cardinals, the next batter,
holds out his mitt as a glad hand for the hero
of the longest All-Star Game in history. The
downcast American League catcher is Bill
Freehan of the Tigers, who was behind the
plate for the entire contest.

)

many strikeouts, of three home cocktail-hour contest that threat- ]eapue prevailed in the hotbox of NATIONAL AMERICAN
_ E : di AB R I RBIPO A AB R HRBIPO A
| St. Louis Buscll1 Memorial Sta 11:1"1 Broek, If .........2 0 0 0 1 0 g Robinson, 3b 6 1 1 1 0 6
. - in ten innings last year, 2-1, when cMays, ph-ef ... 4 0 0 0 3 0 arew, 2b ... 3 0 0 0 2 2
. YO : . . : Clemente, rf ... 6 0 1 0 6 0| McAuliffe, 2b ... 3 0 ¢ 0 3 2
e A Maury Wills singled home Tim Mc- sqvon "efr 6 0 1 0 2 0|Olva, f s & 0 2 0 4 0
— Carver with the winning run. Cepeda, 1b ... 8 0 0 0 ﬁ g mllq:hl:i-uw. 11; 1{1; g g g li ;
n A - : : . Allen, 3b .4 1 1 1 Conigliaro, rf ...
N The Nat.mna] League has won ev Perez, 3b ... 2 1 1 1 o0 3|Vvastrzemski, lif .4 0 3 0 2 0
i ery overtime game. Schoendienst orre, ¢ ... 2 0 0 0 4 1 Fnt!uhnn],l C e, ; g g g ]:;!1 111
g . i i- Haller, ¢ ........1 0 0 0 7T 0]DIetrocelll, 55 ... ..
a s ERUTIE StanEdSthc E.IEM-] Im 1950 hﬂt Igh:J gﬂnnkis, ph .1 0 1 0 o0 0] MecGlothlin, p ... 0o 0 0 0 0 o
A ST cago. otan Musial, now the Red-  mecarver, ¢ ....2 0 2 0 7 1|bMantle, ph . .1 0 0 0 0 0
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of 12 pitchers in the game.

- Until Perez won the game and
the Rawlings Sporting Goods Co.’s
Arch Ward Award as the most val-

a Singled for Chance in 3rd. b Struck out for McGlothlin in 5th, ¢ Struck
put for Brock In 6th. d Singled for Peters in 8th, e Ran for Mincher in Bth,
f Singled for Gibson in 9th. g Singled for Haller in 10th. h Grounded into field-

er’s choice for Downing In 10th.

i Singled for Short in 11th,

j Flied out for

. . Cuellar in 13th. k Lined into double play for Drysdale in 15th. 1 Struck out.
uable All-Star with his blast off o, "Hunter in 15th. E—None. DP—Robinson, Carew and Killebrew; McAuliffe
Kansas City's Jim (Catfish) Hunter  and Killebrew. LOB—National 5, American 7. 2B—Yastrzemski, McCarver. HR
in the 15th. ther re 30 strike- —Allen, (off Chance), Robinson (off Jenkins), Perez (off Hunter)., SB—
In tne , there were " Aaron. SH--Fregosi, Freehan, Mazeroskl, BB—Short (Yastrzemski). Seaver
outs, 17 at the expense of the (Yastrzemski). 80—Marichal 3 (Oliva, Yastrzemski, Freehan), Jenkins 6 (Kille-

American League. _
The A. L. was outhit by the mar-
gin of a bloop single, nine to eight,
but its five pitchers—Chance, Hun-
ter, California’s_ Jim McGlothlin,

(Continued. on _Pagm' 6,-Column. 1)

brew, Conigliaro, Mantle, Fregosi, Carew, Oliva), Gibson 2 (Conigliaro, Free-
han), Short (Fregosi), Cuellar 2 (Robinson, Oliva), Drysdale 2 (Hunter,
Killebrew), Beaver (Berry), Chance (Clemente), McGlothlin 2 (Allen, Alley),
Peters 4 (Mays, Clemente, Cepeda, Allen), Downing 2 (Clemente, Allen), Hunter

4 (Alley 2, Clemente, Perez).

U—Runge (A) plate, Secory (N) first base, Di-

Murg (A) second base, Burkhart (N) third base, Ashford (A) left field, Pele-
koudas (N) right field. T—3:41. A—46,309. : |
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CINCINNATI, O.—1It's Dave
Bristol's contention that playing
baseball year-round is too much
of a physical strain on players,
even if they're as strong as Lee
May and Tony Perez.

And today, May and Perez are
just about ready to agrce.

There were no loud compluaints
from May and Perez in midsecason
of 1968 when Bristol announced he
wasn't going to give the two Reds’
sluggers permission to play winter
ball. But you didn't have to be
a mindreader to know that Bris-
tol’s decree rankled Lee and Tony.,

And, in a way, you couldn’t
blame them for being more than a
little perturbed. Passing up win-
ter ball was a little like tossing
money down the drain.

“1 know Lee and Tony don't like
the idea of passing up the money
they make in winter ball,” Bristol
remarked at the time. *But, in the
long run, they'll benefit from the
winter's rest.  And so will the
club.”

No Good for Regulars

Winter ball Is great for the play-
er who puts in most of the regular
season sitting on the bench, claims
Bristol. But, for guys who play
regularly, forget it.

“Both Tony and Lee are bound
to be stronger this season,' Bristol
predicted early this spring.

And, on the basis of present re-
turns, it looks as if May and Perez
are going to make Bristol's pre-
season prediction come true.

Perez had nine homers as the
Reds went into a May 23 game with
the Expos at Crosley Field, That's
four more than he had at the end
of May in 1968,

What's more, the slugging Cuban
was batting at a 315 clip, 62 points
higher than his average at the end
of May in 1968.

By EARL LAWSON

“Last year I hit the ball hard
and it went nowhere,” said Tony.
“This year I hit it hard and it
takes off,

“Maybe,” he mused, ‘1 was
tired last year and didn't realize
it“ll

May had ecight homers as the
Reds went into the May 23 game
with Montreal. Last year, the
muscular Red first baseman did
not get his ninth homer until July.

Pitching problems which plagued
the Reds in 1968 still exist.  But
as lhe Reds headed into the final
week of May, they were  still
maintaining their reputation as the
best hitting club in baseball,

Five Top 20 Mark

IFive players already had driven
home 20 or more runs. And a
sixth player, National League bat-
ting champ Pete Rose, the club’s
lecadoff hitter, had 19 RBIs.

Surprisingly enough, tied with
Perez for the club lead in RBIs
was Bobby Tolan with 28.

The speedy Tolan figured to get
his share of leg hits. Going into
the May 23 game with the Expos,
he had ten infield hits, five coming
on bunts. The power Tolan has
displayed has been a pleasant sur-
prise for Bristol. Numbered
among Tolan's first 48 hits were
three doubles, four triples and six
home runs,

Tolan’s six homers exceed by
one his total output for the 1968
scason, when he put in most of
his time on the Cardinal bench,

Tolan, though, isn't the only
Red player who already has top-
ped his home-run output for the
1968 scason. Alex Johnson socked
No. 7 May 14 against the Phillies.
He hit only two last year.,

What's the difference?

A Philadelphia writer put the
question to Johnson. His answer,
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Tony Perez . . . No Sign of Weariness Now.
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“five,”” had tcammales splitting
their sides with laughter.

But then, that's Alex. He doesn’t
go for detailed explanations.

The way Johnson has been rap-
ping the ball, he appears hent
on capturing the batting title Rose
won last year. The Red left field-
er sported a 342 mark, tops on the
club, going into the May 23 game
with the Expos.

Rose Battling Slump

Meanwhile, Rose was struggling
to get back over the .300 mark af-
ler an early May tailspin sent his
average tumbling to .279. Pete was
six points shy of the coveled .300
mark after banging out three hllls
in a May 21 victory over the Phils.

Johnny Bench and Perez also
banged out three hits apiece 1in
that same May 21 game with the
Phils. Johnny's base knocks gave
him nine for 14 since his return
from a briefl stint on the bench.

Bob Skinner found Bench’s hits
particularly rankling.

The Phillie manager is getting a
little tired of watching the Red
catcher tattoo Phillie pitching.

«And,” vowed the Phillie man-
ager, ‘‘we're going o do some-
thing about it . . . pitch him dif-
ferently.” . ’

It was another way of Skinner's
saying that Bench might be wise
lo stay loose at the plate the next
time the Reds and Phillies clash.

Red Hots: As of May 23, Tony
Cloninger had a 2-b record. Ar!d,
oddly enough, each of Tony’s vic-
tories came on a two-hit shutout.
The veteran Red righthander,
plagued by wildness this season,
walked only one while blanking
the Phils, 4-0, with two hits May
20. He reeled off the victory in
one hour and 42 minutes. . . . Clay
Carroll picked up his third victory
in six decisions when the Reds
beat the Phils, 6-5, May 21. The
Reds' winning rally came after
Carroll wild-pitched the Phils to
a 5-4 lead in the top of the ninth
inning. . . . Red lefty Jim Merritt
was working on a perfect game
when rain forced postponement of
the May 18 game with the Mets.
The Reds were leading, 3-0, after
three and one-half innings. . . .
Pete Rose had two hits washed out
with the Reds’ lead.
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Yellow Marker Provides

Predicted Ump Headache

CINCINNATI, O.—During the
off season, the Reds' manage-
ment had a yellow line painted
across the scoreboard at Cros-
ley Field and announced that,
in the future, balls hitting
above the line would be home
runs.

At the time, there were pre-
dictions that the new ruling
would provide many a head-
ache for an umpire before the
1969 season ended.

The first rhubarb precipitat-
ed by the yellow line wasn't
long in coming.

In the fourth inning of a
May 20 game at Crosley Field,
Alex Johnson sent a smash
bouncing off the scoreboard in
left-center.

Second base umpire Frank
Dezelan ruled Johnson's drive
hit below the yellow line and
restricted the Reds’ slugger to
a double. His call was im-
mediately challenged by Reds’
third base coach Vern Benson
and the members of the bull-
pen. As usual, though, the

ump's decision prevailed.

The next day, Deron John-
son, the Phillies left fielder,
confided that Alex’ drive had
hit about a foot above the yel-
low line and should have been
a homer instead of a double.
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LEE MAY receives customary congratulations from Johnny
Bench after socking his twelfth homer of the season.

Nolan Shipped to Indy
To Rebuild Sore Wing

By EARL LAWSON

CINCINNATI, O.—Red Manager Dave Bristol didn’t have much of
a choice. L

“His arm isn’t strong enough right now to cope with major league
hitters,” said Bristol. ‘“He needs work. And he can get it with the In-
diapalois club.” t

Bristol was referring to Gary Nolan, .

The Reds optioned the 21-year-old righthander to their American
Association farm club May 22. |

How long Nolan remains in the minors depends upon how long it
takes him to recapture the form which made him a winning pitcher with
the Reds the past two years. .

Nolan fanned 12 batters in seven inning, but wound up.a 3-2 loser to
the Los Angeles Dodgers in the Reds’ season opener April 7..

Gary Fanned Five Batters in Row

Five days later, he pulled a muscle in his right forearm pitching
against the Braves and left the mound with a 5-2 lead in the sixth in-
ning after fanning seven batters, five of them in a row.

However, it wasn’t until April 23 that he returned to the mound. And
then he was routed in the fourth inning by the Dodgers in Los Angeles.

Nolan’s last regular season appearance came in relief against the
Mets May 6 when he was tagged for two homers in one inning he
pitched. _

The decision to send Nolan to Indianapolis came after the young
righthander was nicked for four runs in four innings in a May 19 exhi-
bition with the Indians at Crosley Field.

~ “Gary,” said Bristol, “can’t help us until he rebuilds the strength in
his right arm. We hope he can do it down there.”
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CHICO RUIZ scampers across the plate with the tying run
in the ninth inning of the May 21 game at Cincinnati as
Mike Ryan, Phillies’ catcher, drops the ball. Ruiz scored
from second base on Johnny Bench'’s single and the Reds

then scored a second run to defeat the Phililes 6-5. Doug
Harvey is the umpire.




Perez’ Bat Soothes Bosox Fans

By JOE GIULIOTTI

BOSTON-Ever since the seventh game of the 1975 World
_Series, the name Tony Perez has brought painful memo-
ries to Boston Red Sox fans.
~ He batted only .179 in the fall classic, but knocked in
seven runs. And the Cincinnati Reds, trailing by three runs
in the seventh game, edged the Red Sox on a handle hit by
Joe Murgan in the ninth inning, 4-3.

But it was Perez who struck the most damagmg blow in
that game—a two-run homer in the sixth inning that got the
Reds going after they had trailed, 3-0.

Ted Williams, Jim Rice, Carl Yastrzemski, Jimmie
. Foxx, Babe Ruth, Tony Conigliaro and many more have
walloped some memorable homers out of Fenway Park,
but the one Perez socked is well remembered.

It was hit off Bill Lee, the Spaceman, who loved to throw

Bullpen Leaps to

By RICK HUMMEL

ST. LOUIS—Just as their corral of starting pitchers
began to take on a tattooed look, the much-maligned bull-
pen kept the St. Louis Cardinals afloat.

Their Big Four of Pete Vuckovich, Bob Forsch, Juhn
Fulgham and Silvio Martinez was all but reduced to a Big
Dne when the last three came up with injuries.

Forsch was stepped on by Houston's Jose Cruz while
covering first base, suffering a 15-stitch gash that forced
him to leave the game after the first inning. The damaged
area was just inches away from his Achilles tendon.

The combination of Dr. Stan London, the Cardinals’
team physician, and trainer Gene Gieselmann enabled
Forsch to keep his place in‘the rotation without missing a
turn. Dr. London prescribed several layers of sponge as
protection for Forsch's ankle and Gieselmann ordered an
oversized shoe for the pitcher’s foot. The shoe arrived just
in time to allow Forsch to start against the San Francisco
Giants May 7 and he not only beat them, 12-2, working
seven innings, but he hit a three-run homer.

Fulgham missed two turns with an inflamed shqulder,
which had bothered him off and on since spring training.
Martinez was having a problem with his right elbow.

But, suddenly, a bullpen that had a 7.00 ERA at the end of
April allowed only two earned runs in its next 2024 innings.
In three appearances, 41-year-old Jim Kaat, acquired from
the Yankees, retired 14 straight batters. Pedro Borbon,
another recent acquisition, pitched three scoreless innings

in his Cardinal debut. Don Hood came to Forsch’s rescue

against the Astros and won the game with a 534-inning,
one-run performance,

The tension that had developed among some players has
been relieved. ‘“There was a lot of uncertainty,” said
catcher Ted Simmons, ‘‘and that never helps.

““Then Kaat comes in and gets five outs in his first game.
That is reassuring, and that can carry over. We can score,
we can do other things. But it's reassuring to see Kaat do
that. I don't care if it's 8-2 or not. In the past, that team
would score anyway, making it 8-3 or 8-4. And that can
have a carryover.

Redbirds’ Rescue

up what he called his lollypop curve—a pitch that resem-

bled the offering of a slow-pitch softball hurler. Perez hit

the ball so hard Red Sox fans could still remember it last
winter when he was signed as a free agent.

Everywhere Perez or his beautiful wife, Pituka, went,
they were reminded of that home run.

During spring training, Mrs. Perez promised that her
husband would more than pay back the fans for hitting that
home run. After the first six weeks of the season, the debt
had been paid with interest.

Perez, who knocked in 90 or more runs for 11 consecutive
years with the Reds and Montreal Expos, showed he hadn't
lost any of his touch even though he recently turned 38

- years old.

Playing almost exclusively at first base, he was hitting
around .350 and was the Red Sox leader in runs batted in
with 15. He also ran off a 15-game hitting streak.

‘“When everyone is going bad, everyone is nervous.
When somebody is doing good, it eases the tension."’

Kaat said, frankly, he was amazed that so much was
made of his early performances. He even phoned former
Yankee teammate Rich Gossage to tell him about it.

“You'd think I was Gossage by all the publicity I've re-
ceived,” Kaat said.

‘““Sometimes, all you have to do is spark things. I'll give

you an example. There are plenty of teams that have hit-
ting slumps. They get a guy in a trade and he starts hitting.
All of a sudden—bmg. bmg, bing—everyone starts hitting.”’

But with all the injuries, Hood was pressed into starting
duty and the Cardinals were thinking of starting Kaat. “We
may have to call out the Red Cross,’’ said Manager Ken
Boyer. The 11-man pitching staff that had seemed too
bulky when the Cardinals signed Kaat and Borbon was
only barely enough when injuries hit.

The injury to Fulgham, the rookie sensation last year
who was forced to relieve between starting assignments
this year when the bullpen went sour, was a major worry.
“Anything like this is of concern to me,"” said Fulgham.
“Any time there’s a strain . . . you don't know when it will
subside and you don’t know how hard you can push it."”

Redbird Chirps: Garry Templeton hit safely in eight
straight games and 15 of 16 as he raised his average to .333.
Garry would have hit in his ninth game except that Bor-
bon, on first base when Garry hit an apparent single May 6,
failed to touch second base while running to third, and was
called out on an appeal by the Giants. . . . Kaat, with two
saves, had twice as many as the entire Cardinal bullpen
had in the first 17 games. !

After Hood’s first National League victory, he said, ‘']
told my wife 1 wasn’t going to read my newspaper until
there was a story about the Cardinals’ bullpen doing some-
thing good. I'll be happy to read my newspaper tomorrow,"’

. . Vuckovich accounted for four of the first five triumphs
the Cardinals achieved at home. Despite giving up four
runs in the first inning May 5, he defeated San Francisco,
9-5. On falling four runs behind, Vuckovich said, ‘‘You walk
into the dugout and feel like ripping your face off.”

Royals Tap Porter for DH Role

By DEL BLACK

KANSAS CITY-Solid hitting by returning catcher Dar-
rell Porter prompted Kansas City Manager Jim Frey to
employ Porter as the Royals’ designated hitter. That was
likely to remain Porter's rnle until his arm regains
strength.

The catcher had been absent from March 15-April 25,
while undergoing treatment at an alcuhnl and drug rehabil-
itation clinic.

In his first starting appearance after his return, DH Por-
ter tripled and singled to drive in three runs in Kansas
City's 5-3 conquest of the Boston Red Sox.

“I'm seeing the ball good,” said Porter. “‘I know I'm not
~ following the ball all the way to the bat, but I'm seeing it
good out of the pitcher’'s hand. The other will come with
time."”

Porter says he likes the designated hitter job, adding:
“I'll do whatever he (Frey) wants. 1 would like to DH right
now, though.

“As long as my arm isn't ready, I don't want to think
about catching. I know before, when my arm wasn’t ready,
it not only hurt my defense, but when I caught, 1 didn’t feel
good at the plate.”

Porter said his arm isn’t sore, just weak. ‘““Hopefully, it
won'’t take as long as it used to for it to come around,” he
said. “‘Right now, it feels like it's coming.’

With Porter serving as the DH, Frey moved Hal McRae
to left field and stayed with John Wathan as his catcher.

Center fielder Amos Otis remained sidelined with an in-
jured finger, furcmg Willie Wilson to move from left to
center.

“We don’t know when Darrell will be able to throw," said
Frey. “Whenever his arm comes around good, he will be
back behind the plate.

“Then we'll have to get Wathan in action as the DH or
somewhere else.”’

Wathan, batting .408 as Fre:,r made that comment, was
being cnnsndered for duty in left field. That would enable
Frey to restore McRae to his DH duties.

Until his hitting spree, which included two fnur—hlt
games, Wathan had been platooned with Jamie Quirk as
the catcher. Quirk also was pushed into fill-in duty as the
third baseman when George Brett suffered a severely
bruised right heel.

Royalties: The latest medical report on Otis was that the
center fielder would be sidelined until late May because of
the ruptured tendon in the little finger on his right hand.
.. . When the Royals activated Porter, they optioned catch-
er Jim Gaudet to Evansville (American Association). Al-
though Evansville is a farm club of the Detroit. Tigers,
Gaudet remains the property of the Royals. “They had a
need for a catcher at their Triple-A level, and Gaudet needs
to be playing every day,’”’ said John Schuerholz, in charge
of player development. Gaudet asked to be traded but said
Schuerholz, ‘“You don’t trade a player just because he
asks.”

“It's hard for anyone ‘to pitch to me now because I've
been hitting everything,” said Tony. “I'm sure people in
this league know the book on me, but right now if they
pitch me away, I'm hitting it and if they come in on me,

I’m pulling the ball.”

There was some groaning among fans when the Red Sox
failed to sign Bob Watson and let him get away to the
Yankees. Perez, like Watson a good hitter and a gentle-
man, has eased the fears.

“This is the team I wanted to play for,” said Perez who,
according to former teammates, was unhappy about his
playing time with the Expos. ‘“This team will help me have
a better year because there’s a lot of offense here and I'll
get better pitches to hit.”

When the Red Sox were in Texas recently, Rangers Man-
ager Pat Corrales, a former teammate of Perez with the
Reds, put it rather nicely when he said, ‘‘He’s a great silent
leader. All he does is hit. Then you watch’those guys run
aroundthe bases.”

Al Oliver, who played nine years for Pittsburgh in the
National League before going to the Rangers. put it an-
other way. ““I've always hated to see him come up with
men on base because that’'s when he’s death."”

Perez’ RBI total could be higher, but Jim Rice, Fred
Lynn and Carl Yastrzemski, who bat ahead of Perez
against righthanders, were not getting on base.

Perez feels the Red Sox have an excellent chance at
winning in the American League East.

“We have a good team. If we get decent pltchmg. we're
going to be hard to beat. There's a lot of talent here and I'm
glad I'm a part of it,”’ said Tony.

Sox Footnotes: Perez has also been playing a good first
base. In one game against the Kansas City Royals, he
started two double plays, first to short to furst ‘‘The first
time that’s ever happened to me in my career,” Perez said.

. Rice went into the worst slump of his big league career
when he went 1-for-31 and 3-for-41. ”Yuu know pitchers are
going to pay for that,’” commented Manager Don Zimmer.

. . Dwight Evans, the Rawlings Gold Glove right fielder,
was having problems at the plate (.108) and was benched
by Zimmer against righthanders '‘until he gets himself
straightened out."

Jerry Remy, after a slow start, upped his average from
222 to .325 in two weeks. . . . After 23 games, the Red Sox’
starting pitchers had only four complete games and a com-
bined 6-10 mark. . . . After losing two starts because of rain,
Chuck Rainey, pitching for the first time in 10 days, fired a
five-hit shutout against Kansas City. . . . Reliever Skip
Lockwood is having arm problems. . . . Catcher Carlton

Fisk was hitting .362 with a team leading five home runs.

. . Rookie Glenn Hoffman, after going 0-for-13, got his first
major league hit in Kansas City and went on to have a
4-for-4 night.
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