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i by 3 slight margin over Charley Dier-

2 than he was a vear ago.  But Hearn

A Jim Dandy

By J. ROY STOCKTON
Of the St. Louis Post-Dispaich

Jim Hearn, six-foot-three-inch right-
haoder from Atlanta, Ga., wins the nod

ing as the outstanding 1947 rookie ot |
ihhe Cardinals. Opportunity is a ‘Eckle
thinz and it could smile on Digring
and give him a chance to prove the:
the pickers were wrong. But if Terr¥
Moore's knee permits him to play with
any degree i regularity, Diering may
not get into the lineup very olten.
Hearn is the No. 1 piicher among all
the voung candidates who went to St
Petersburg hopeful of hreaking into. th2
Cardinal staff. Forget his minor league
record. He won conly four and lost
fiva at Columbus, The war, you know!
Jim knows how to pitch. Big and strong,
he has ample speed and sufficient stutf
If Eddie Dyer were hard pressed for
pitchers, this young righthander woutd
he a good bet to win 20 games. How -
ever. Eddie is richer in hurling talent

tlus wvear, or the next—perhaps it wili
tsk= him tweo years—will be an ace on
the Cardinal staff. just yvou wait ard

A standout when camp opened. bhe-
cause he had reported early to get in
shape, Hearn improved as {raining prog-
ressod. In his first game he pave the
Yankees three hits and two runs in
three innings. Against the Phils he
yielded eight hits and two runs in five
Then he tightened, In a five-inning
strete against the Tigers, he hurled
twa-hit shulout ball. Against the Reds.
he hurled tvwb scoreless frames, giving
up two hits .

Another Waner?

Paul Lehner

By 1.. A, McMASTER
Of the St. Louis Post-Dispalch

The name Paul Lehner on the Browns
rostar meant little fe fans this spring
—except that a zli-pint outfielder had
apprared in a few games with the clu®
last September and had shown speed
and a good arm. It had been the same
way in Toleds a vear ago. when the
ex-GI obtained a2 trial with the Mud

- TSN

Four Southpaws Among Yearlings
Ticketed as Most Likely to Succeed

ithe box offices in the stands.
These 16 standout yearlings

lent than the past ever boasted.

enter the major
izgues al a time when the game offers returns
richer than ever bLefore, opportunities more opu-

These rookies are to be the leaders in base-
ball’s campaign for greater power, greaici pitch-
ing strength, for the consummate repair of the

By DAN DANIEL

From Miami {o Honolulu, from Havana to Tuc-<ravages of war.
son, hundreds of players new to the major league
scene have been training since mid-February. Now
‘ their period of preparation is drawing to a close.
Many will be sent back for more polish, more
know-how, and many will achieve the high acco-
lade of the rookie who has made the grade.

Already the topnotchers among the freshman
classes of the 16 big league camps have established
their skills, and their rights to the grand adven-
ture, so expressively and firmly that the writers
are able lo set their up as the first-year paragons.

At least in the descriplions sent in by corre-
spondents of Tue SeorTing NEws covering the 16
camps, these recruils par excellence boast a bril-
liunce and versatility, and withal an allure for the
faus that bodes well for ine game on the ficld, and

tainly not.

rich enough.

in March.

and Hoot Ewvers,

Will all 16 stand up to the test when the chips
are on the baize and play is for keeps?
If half of them come through with
anvihing like the brilliance promised for them by
the literati of the diamond, the bonanza will be

No. Cor-

It will be interesting to see if, while concen-
trating on their choices, the wrilers did not over-
look a Ralph Kiner, who hit 23 homers for the
Pirates last scason, but got no tremendous press

Will the f{reshmen of 1947 maich the f{eats of
such 1946 rookies as Bruce Edwards, Dodger catch-
er: Joe Garagiola, Cardinal backstop; Del Ennis,
Phil outfielder; Montia Kennedy, Giant pitcher,

Tiger outfliclder?

Will the fates of the diamond knock down some
of these 16 choices, and lift up the Negro Jackie
Robinson, or Golden Boy Bobby Brown, new third
baseman of the Yankees?

The answers are not too far ofl.
meantime, here are the seleclions of Tite SrorTinNG
WEWs' correspondents as the 16 outstandinug rookics
of the training season.

Nagy Nally Buc

L

Steve Nagy

——"

By CHARLES J. DOYLE
Of the Pittshurgh Sun-Telegraph

Anv observer would have to hesi-
tate when. after watching three young-
sters like Pitcher Stevy Nogy, Out-
fielder Wally Westlake and Catcher Le-
rov (Chic Sale) Jarvis for seven weeks,
he is asked to name the outstanding
rookie on the roster of the club they
grace.

Southpaw Nagy. who had 17 wins and
only four losses for the champion Mont-
real club of the Irternational League;
Westlake., a better than 00  hitler,
whirlwind outfielder, fine baserunner
and remarkable thrower, for the Oak-
land club of the Pacific Coast League.
and Jarvis, pink-checked 20-year-old
eatcher with a rifle arm and a punch
at the plate, have been the talk of the
40 plavers in training with the Pirates.

I am naming Nagy as the top rookie
after much deliberation and alter con-
sultation with other members of the
Pittshurgh contingent.

Before being floored recently with
vicious liner off the bat of Johnny
Berardino of the Browns, Nagy had
pitched three tricks of three rounds
each. He not only hurled shutout ball
in the nine rounds, but faced unl}*lﬂ'
balters and gave up only two hils
Steve had retired the first batter in the
fourth inning of the third game when
felled by the liner.

The consummate skill displayed by
thiz 2G-vear-old rookie who ﬂn*u_d
several years in the Army wdds to his
stature. He uses a low-breaking hall
with deadly effect. All in all, he logks
the part of a finished pitcher, in con-
trast to the “thrower™ type of recruit,

Hens, his first experience in pro ball.
All he did at Toledo in the American
f"-“ﬂf"tliiﬂn was 0 win the center field |
job and bat 317, :

This spring, Jerry Witte, from thE!
same Toledo club, was to be the prize |
of all prires picked up from the mi-:

nors.  Jerry has done what he was !
" In four weeks of ex-!
hubition play, };lgtﬂng first hase du'.iES:r

expecled 1o do

with Chuck Stevencs, Witte belted aut
five home runs. !
But little Lehner—he's five feet nine
and weighs 165—has proved a windfall:
for the ¢lub, He hit safely in nine of !
the first 17 games in which he plaved.
Mozt of the {ime having only one or
more tanes 31 bhat. He has proved a
brilian: fielder. with great ground-cov- |
ering ability. He haz an accurate, rifle-
ke arin.

Some day fans mav be chanting “Like |
Paul Waner, like Paul Lehner.”

Nagv learned the rudiments of pitch-
ing under a tulor who, as a _*.'r;rulh'nf
91 about 30 vears ago, startied the Na-
tional League by winning 21 games for
the Pirates—Al Aamaux, a Pittsburgh
candlotier and student at Duquesne
University, Napy fell under the Ma-
maux influence when he attended 5eton
Hall College. where Al coaches,

Steve started with Durham in 1942
and moved to Montreal before the sea-

:on ended. But Uncle Sam took him

for three vears and now he is making

hiz first real start, .
With four other brifliant lefthanders

' on the Pirate staff. Nagy is fighting a

hard battle to be a rvegulor, but his
showing ap to the puint of his_hand in-
jury was marvelous, Steve is Jersey
horn and still lives at his Franklin, N.
J. birthplace. He is five feet nine
inches and weighs 174,

» |
Broken Arm Forced Philley
to Take Up Switch-Hitting

Dave Philley, highly-touted imem-
ber of the White Sox, tonk up
switch-hitting when he was but ten
yveurs old, A lefthanded hitter, Dave
broke his right arm in a game on
the sandlots of Garretts Blull, Tex.
While it was on the mend, he Jearn-
ed to bat in the orthodox manner,
and he has been switching ever
since, depending on whether a right-
hander or southpaw is vorking for
the oppositior.
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Bosox Bender
By JACK MALANEY
Of the Bosion Post
The Hed Sox training cammp was
aglitter  with  brilliant  rookies  this

spring. There were outfielders, infielders
and pitchers who, though some may
be a year or so away, will see their
names i the headlines mony times be-
fore they hang up their spiked shoes.
They took turns in shining in the
ramp work and in exhibition games, but-
when the training trip was analvaeed as
a whole, the verdict wns that Harry
{Fritz) Dorish, a pudgy righthander,
was outstanding amoeng all the rockies
Manager Joe Cronin looked over.
Dorish came to the Sox from their
No. 1 farm team ot Louisville, The son
of a Russian father and a Crzech-Slo-
vakian mother. Dorish, wheo hails from
Swoversville, Pa., is five-feet 11 inches
tall and weighs close to 200 pounds.
His 11 wins and four defeats lost
season with the Colunels wasn't as bril-
lian! as some other hurling reokies, but
the fact is that Dorish didn't convince
his hosses Iast year that he could pitch.
winsming ball until nearly mid-summer.
When he pot poing, there wasn't any.
stopping him. He was especially bril-
liant in the playvoffs and Junior World's
Scrirs. -
Dorish, el Parnell, voung southpaw,
and Tommy Fine, 32-vear-old right-
hander, who won 23 and lost only three
last wvear. showed they should be re-
tnined as Red Sox pifchers, but Dorish
has the finish that suggests he could be
used either as a starting pitcher or be-
come the No. 1 relief worker of the
team. :
Harry has plenty of stuff, but no spe-
cial fancy pitch, and he specializes an
control. That control and his savvy im-
pressed Cronin, Dorish will he 25 years
ald in July.

Fritz Dornish

A Lively Topic

Red Lively

By TOM SWOPE
Of the Cincinnatl Post

Twenty-one players with liftle or no
major league experience, eight of them
pitchers, reported to Manager Johnny
Newn of the Reds in Tampa arounu
March 1.

Of the entire 21, the least ballyhooed
was Ewveretl Adrian (Red) Lively ol
Gardendale, Ala., a 22-year-old pitcher
who hadn’t been in a professional uni-
form since he hurled in three games for
Birmingham of the Southern Associa-
tion early in the M3 scuason, He had
pitched only one {ull professional sea-
son, 1942 for Muntgomery iy the South-
eastern League and Salem in the Vir-
giniia League.

But before the Florida end of the
Reds” training scason was completed,
Lively was the liveliest topic of con-
versation in catmp, Scouts players, man-
agers and seribes who had watched him
hold the Hed Sux, Senators, Phillies and
Cardinals—all  hard-hitting  teams—to
nine hits and one unearned run in 14
innings, were touting him as a sure-
firee hig leaguer,

They liked the way he fired the ball
over the plate with almost perfect con-
trol—he walked only two in his first
four tests, even though forced to pitch
through a kigh wind each tine—and
they also liked the coolness he dis-
playved under fire,

Standing six feet one and one-hall
inches and weighing around 200, Lively
has all the natural attributes of a pitch-
er. He also is showing he absorbed the
teachings of his dad, Everett t(Jack)
Lively, who was a pilcher for many
years before he hung up his glove in
1913, In 1910, Jack roomed with Ty
Cobh on Detroit’s team. He also pitched
his spritter for the Athletics and in nu-
merous minor leagues, Al an early age,
he took young Red in hand and in-
prressed upen him that he eould become
a big leapue pitching suceess by mas-
tering control and a change of pace.

“Dad reguired that | practice throw-
ing at a target on o board after school
cach day for quite a few years,” Hed
soys., “Now and then he cought me 1o
see how 1 was orogressing. e achouled
me until the Birmingham eluby. picked
me off an amateur team in thiz eity
in 1942 and sent me to the Nontgomery
club, where Dad also had started his
professional career.”

Of the nine hits made off hin delivery
in the first.14 innings be pitched for
the Reds this spring; only one, a double,
‘was for extra bases,

’

And, in the:

[Top Rookies Tagged in Major Camps

{Pitchers Predominate in Selections Made by Scribes Covering 16 Big Time Bases

‘[ Texas Tornado
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Dave Philley

By MILT WOODARD
Of the Chicage Suan

Dave Philley, the switch-hittin® Tex-
an, appears destined te rule the White
Sox rovkies of 194, if notl the entire
freshman eless of the American League.
Having already clinched the left field
spot in the Chicagoe lineup, Philley
could easily lead the club in hitting,
stolen bases and assists from the outfield,

Philley produced a sample of his pu-
tential greatness lust fall by hitting
333 for the White Sox in the fina] 17
games, His ficlding, alleged to be his
chief wenliness prior to 146, was close
to senzsiional, and his speed and arm
had few equals in the American League,

In p:appiny for his big chance this
vear, Vhil’'ey hit 329 for the Milwnukee
Brewers and proved one of the stand-
out fielders of the American Associa=-
tion. He rocked 13 home runs for the
Brewers, along with ten triples and 33
doubles.

Philley faced a double hondicap dur-
ing spring training with the White Sox.
He was the last of the Comiskey clan
o report, holding out fer a reported
515,000 until early In March, On March
24, along with Qutficlder Thurman
Tucker, he contracted an acute case of
plomaine poisoning and both wound up
in o Pasadenn hospital for three days.

Philley, ot 26 years of age, has ail
the prerequisites of major league great-
ness. He derives fine power from hoth
sides of the plate, especially when fil-
ting righthanded. Tle is one of the three
fastest players on the Sox roster, His
arm is equalled only by Bob Kennedy
on the Chicago squad and by fow others
in the Amecrican League.

Southpaw Star

Bob Kuzava

e —

By ED MeAULEY
(O the Cleveland News

Bob Kuzava, 23-vear-old lefthander,
is rated the Cleveland Indions” out-
standing roukie. The tall, blond wvel-
eran of three years in the India-China-
Burma theater reported to Manager Lou
Boudreau late last season and turned in
two exeellent perfermances against the
Detroit Tigers,

Kuzava, o native of Wyandotte, Mich.,
entered pro ball in 1941 at Mansficld, O,
where he won Ove and Jost seven. Al
Charleston, W, Vi, the follpwing sen-
son, he won 21 and lost six, o perform-
ance which earaed hitn promotion o
the Tribe's farm ot Wilkes-Barre,

At Wilkes-Barie last season, Kurava
won 14 and Jost six, but appesred in
216 inninps. He had an lH-inning 2 0
2 tie and severa] elow games in which
he was not the pitcher of record,

Kueava credits Jack Knight, his man-
aper at Charleston, with teaching him
the pitching fundamentals, but alo has
a high regurd for Mel Harder, the Jn-
dian weteran, who has tutored him i
the knack of throwing a change of price,
The newcomer specializes in control.

Kuzava is married and has two chil-

dren.

f — —————

| (CONTINUED ON PAGE 4, COL. 3)
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