Family Celebrates Yank Deal for Randolph

NEW YORK-Christmas came
early to 360 Dumont Avenue in
what is known as the Brownsville
section of Brooklyn. It came with a
telephone call to the home of Willie
and Minnie Randolph about three
weeks before Christmas.

The news was good. Willie and
Minnie's oldest child, Willie, Jr.,
had been traded by the Pirates to
the Yankees.

LLamar Randolph, the third of
five Randolph children, will not
soon forget the day, and the joy
that telephone call brought to the
Randolph home. Santa, himself,
couldn't have done more.

“EVERYBODY WAS glad Willie
was traded,”’ said Lamar, who is 17
and a senior at Samuel J. Tilden
High. Lamar is also a first base-
man on the baseball team with
professional aspirations of his
own. He's six feet tall and every-
body calls him Shorty. Shorty?

Red Sox

BOSTON-Boston fans can for-
get about all those deals the Red
Sox might try to make to offset the
loss of Rico Petrocelli. Rico has his
doctors’ clearance to play in 1976,
so third base once again is in capa-
ble hands.

General Manager Dick O'Con-
nell said he had expected all along
that Petrocelli would be able to re-
turn, but doubt had persisted in
some minds. Rico was beaned by
Milwaukee's Jim Slaton in Sep-
tember, 1974. The effects weren’t
evident until last August, when he
had to leave the team in the midst
of a trip because of severe head-
aches.

All last season Petrocelli strug-
gled with eyeglasses to help his vi-
sion and was bothered by head-
aches. Until August, he never real-
ized it all stemmed from an inner
ear imbalance caused by the bean-
ing.

HE TOOK medication which al-
lowed him to return to action in
September and through the World
Series, but received no assurance
about 1976 until mid-December.

Rico said that if he had to play
with medication, he couldn’t play,
but a December examination
showed his equilibrium is restored
and he will be able to play in "76.
That is the best news in Boston
since the Red Sox acquired Fergu-

Rico Petrocelli

“I got that name when [ was lit-
tle,” Shorty explained. ““Then I
started growing and it was too late
to change the name.”

The reason everybody was so
glad Willie was traded should be
obvious, He was born and raised in
Brooklyn and now he'll be playing
in the Bronx and his friends and
family will get a chance to see him
play.

There are five children in the
Randolph family. Willie, 21, is the
oldest. Then comes Terry, 20, a
junior at American International
College and a safety on the football
team who already has been con-
tacted by two NFL clubs. Shorty,
17, a baseball, football and basket-
ball player at Tilden High, is next.
Then Debbie, 14, and Timmy, 11.

THE DAY OF the trade, Shorty
recalls, the telephone never
stopped ringing. Friends and well-
wishers kept calling to express

Rejoicing

son Jenkins,

Rico is not going to hit .297 with
40 homers as he did in 1969, but for
what Boston needs, he is perfect.
He has become one of the game’s
best defensive third basemen. He
is remarkably consistent, and in
terms of starting the double play
and getting rid of the ball, only
Brooks Robinson is Rico’s peer.

Petrocelli is not the power hitter
he once was, but like Sal Bando,
his value is not measured in his av-
erage. Like Bando, he makes his
hits count. Look at what he did
after he returned last season. The
first night, September 3, he made
one superb defensive play and
knocked in the tying run as the Red

Moves by

SAN DIEGO-In Danny Frisel-
la's view, the Padres presented
San Diego pitchers a fitting Christ-
mas present in December when
they acquired third baseman Doug
Rader in a trade with Houston.

A forkball specialist who gets
batters to hit the ball on the
ground, Frisella was a victim last
season of a San Diego defense that
finished last in the National
League in fielding percentages.

Though the 29-year-old right-
hander compiled a 3.12 earned-run
average and notched nine saves,
he lost six of his seven decisions. In
addition to their fielding deficien-
cies, the Padres also were last in
the N.L. in batting, runs scored
and homers.

Now, during leisure hours at his
new home here, Frisella writes out
lineups for next season and is com-
forted to pencil in center fielder
Willie Davis as the third man in the
order and Rader as No. 6. The Pa-
dres obtained Davis in a recent
trade with St. Louis.

“WE'VE HELPED our defense,
our speed and our hitting,"" Frisel-
la reasoned. ““We can put a pretty
tough lineup on the field.”

After suffering for six seasons
because of a weak bullpen, the Pa-
dres greatly improved their relief
pitching in 1975, Frisella, acquired
a year ago in the trade that sent
outfielder Cito Gaston to Atlanta,
teamed with Bill Greif, Dave Tom-
lin and Rich Folkers to carry most
of the bullpen load.

By PHIL PEPE

their joy. Even Dutch Deutsch,
who signed Willie for the Pirates,
called to wish the young man luck,

“Willie called that night from
Venezuela, where he's playing
winter ball,”” Shorty reported. ‘'He
was very happy about the trade,
He said he hoped it meant he'd get
a chance to play more next year.”

Shorty said he had been hearing
the rumors that the Pirates would
trade his big brother since the
World Series. The whole family
had heard it,

“But we thought it was just
talk,”” Shorty said. "“We didn’t
think it would happen.”

When it did happen, there was
joy on Dumont Avenue,

“] USED TO BE a Met fan and,
of course, a Pirate fan,” Shorty
said. ““Now I'm a Yankee fan. ] ex-
pect Willie to play a lot for them. 1
expect him -to be Rookie of the
Year."’

The youngster's pride was un-
derstandable. So was the pride of
Willie Randolph, Sr., when he went
to work the day after the trade on
the construction site in Brooklyn.

“The guys on his job,"” Shorty

1 J s .!-".-' &

Willie Randolph

said, ‘used to kid him about Willie,
They used to say they didn't see
much about Willie in the papers.

[

Dad tried to explain to them it was

because he was in Pittsburgh and
becavse he was playing behind
Rennie Stennett. They're going to
see a lot about Willie in the papers,
now."’

They already have.

Yankee Doodles: Gabe Paul
promises a decision on the team’s
pitching coach soon. ... Roy White
is working in group sales with the
club’s ticket department, . .. Dock
Ellis visited with Gabe Paul before
Christmas and reiterated his joy at
being traded to New York, promis-
ing to win 15 games. . .. So unpre-
pared was Bobby Bonds for the
trade, he had come to New York a
week before to be checked out by
the doc and did several radio and
television shows, boosting the Yan-
kees' chances for '76.

..Medics Okay Rico to Play

By PETER GAMMONS

Sox scored a 10-inning, 3-2 victory
over Baltimore and Jim Palmer,
one of the biggest games of the sea-
son.

RICO KNOCKED in 17 runs in
September, had key hits in games
two and three of the playoffs, then
hit .308 in the World Series, all the
while not making an error.

His return means that 24-year-
old Butch Hobson, his heir-appar-
ent, can be worked in slowly. Pet-
rocelli may be a 110-130 game-a-
year player now, which is one op-
portunity for Hobson.

O'Connell has expressed con-
cern about the righthanded desig-
nated hitter spot, So the kid from
Alabama, reputed to be a power

hitter, could get 80 games under
his belt, one way or another.

But Hobson is a secondary con-
cern right now. What is important
to the Red Sox is that Petrocelli, at
age 32, does not have to retire.

The Notebook: O'Connell said he
is disappointed at failing to land a
little more righthanded bench
power at the winter meetings. He
offered catcher Tim Blackwell and
reliever Diego Segui to Montreal
for Bob Bailey, but the Expos trad-
ed him instead to Cincinnati for
pitciier Clay Kirby. . .. Jim Burton
spoke at religious revivals in the
South before going to Puerto Rico.
... The Red Sox, who never have
had much truck with player

adres Make Frisella a

By PHIL COLLIER

‘I felt like 1 pitched well,” said
Frisella, who set a career high
with 65 relief stints. That was only
13 fewer appearances than he
logged with Atlanta in 1973 and
1974, when he had arm problems.

Greif, who was in 59 games, had
a 4-6 record, a 3.88 ERA and tied
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Frisella for the club high in saves
9).
( {.EFTHANI}ERS Tomlin and
Folkers also were busy. Tomlin
was in 67 games, tops on the staff.
He was 4-2 with one save and a 3.25
ERA. Folkers, obtained from St.
Louis in a trade a year ago, was in

Danny Frisella .

agents, expect to be doing business
with at least one this winter. Jerry
Kapstein represents Fred Lynn,
Rick Burleson and Carlton Fisk.

Bill Lee, recently elected the al-
ternate player representative of
the American League, agrees with
Major League Players Association
Director Marvin Miller that there
is almost no chance of a strike. ..
Whose record did Lee tie by win-
ning 17 games three consecutive
vears? Answer: Wild Bill Don-
ovan, Brooklyn and Detroit, 1902-
04. ... Ramifications of the Catfish
Hunter decision a year ago: His
contract enabled Jenkins to price
himselfl right into the Boston mar-
ket.

Happy Fella

45 games (30 of them in relief), had
a 6-11 record, no saves and a 4.18
ERA.

The Padres, who had been last in
the majors in pitching in 1974, fin-
ished fifth in the N.L. and eighth in
the majors in 1975. The improve-
ment would have been even more
dramatic, Frisella feels, if the Pa-
dres hadn't made what he regards
as a tactical error.

In June, they lost righthander
Alan Foster for the rest of the sea-
son with a shoulder problem.

“WHEN ALAN left, we went six
weeks with only nine pitchers and
it put a burden on the entire staff,"’
Frisella said.

Now the Padres are thinking of
returning Greif to the starting ro-
tation to replace young righthand-
er Joe Mcintosh, who went (o
Houston in the Rader trade. If
Greif starts, even greater pressure
will be put on Frisella as the club’s
No. 1 righthander in short relief.

“I like to pitch a lot, that doesn't
bother me,”" said the 6-0, 195-
pounder who pitched frequently
last season while trying to over-
come a pulled hamstring high in
his left thigh.

“We had a few players who
haven't learned to play with pain.”

It cheers the Padres that Frisel-
la was more effective the second
half of the season (five saves and a
3.00 ERA) than he was in the first

(Continued on Page 35, Column 1)
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'Yankees Adopting 3-R Plan:

Rivers, Randolph—and Runs

NEW YORK-~Whoosh!
goes Wiilie Randolph.

Whoosh! There goes Mickey Riv-
ers.

That, if you didn't realize it, was
the Yankees. The New York Yan-
kees. The new New York Yankees.

Miller Huggins had Murderers’
Row. Billy Martin will have
Thieves Tier, a newly altered face
for the Yankees, changed drasti-
cally by two trades made 214 hours
apart at the winter meetings.

In one, the Yankees parted with
slugger and super star Bobby
Bonds to obtain pitcher Ed Figue-
roa and super swindler Mickey
Rivers. In another, they moved
pitcher Doc Medich to Pittsburgh
and got back pitchers Dock Ellis
and Ken Brett and rookie phenom
Willie Randolph, another potential
second-story man.

RIVERS WAS the base-stealing
champion of the American
League, swiping 70 in 84 attempts.

‘“"He could steal 100 for us,” Mar-
tin said enthusiastically.

An interesting prospect, espe-
cially if Randolph lives up to his
base-stealing potential and Roy
White and Elliott Maddox get the
green light. Are 200 steals out of
the question?

But who will hit the ball out of
the ballpark with Bonds gone?

“It’s not home runs that count,”
insisted Yankeec President Gabe
Paul, the architect of all this ma-

There

Bucs Bank on Young Doc Me

PITTSBURGH-A prize catch?

Perhaps so. George (Doc) Med-
ich is a quality pitcher. But he also
was a .o00 pitcher last season. The
Pirates don’t feel they made a deal
for a .500 pitcher. They feel they re-
ceived quality, a man capable of
winning 15 or more games.

The Yankees feel they got two
and possibly three men who can
help them. If all three help the
Yankees, they never will regret it.

The three are: Willie Randolph,
a 2l-year-old second baseman,
highly regarded by most scouts;
Ken Brett, 27, a lefthanded pitcher
who, when he doesn’'t have arm
problems, is a winner, and who,
even with arm trouble, won 22
games in two seasons with the Pi-
rates, and Dock Ellis, whose poten-
tial at age 30 remains a mystery.

ELLIS, 8-% LAST season, was
destined for a new club ever since
he told Danny Murtaugh in a club-
house meeting last August, that he
didn’t respect him as a manager, a
statement that earned Dock a
$2,000 fine and suspension for in-
subordination.

“It was a high price to pay in
players,” said General Manager
Joe Brown. “‘But the price is al-
ways high when you obtain a pitch-
er of Medich's caliber.”

When Brown arrived for the win-
ter meetings on December 7, he
had no idea that he could land
Medich.

“The Yankees sturted talking to
us about Randolph at the World Se-
ries,” Brown said. ""Other clubs
asked about him, too. He might
have been the most sought after

By PHIL PEPE

neuvering. 'It's run production
that counts. I think we’'ll score
more runs without the home runs
than we did last season. We were
seventh in runs scored. That’s not
good enough.”

IN FIGUEROA, the Yankees get
a 27-year-old righthander who was
16-13 with the last-place Angels
and who was fifth in the league
with a 2.90 ERA. He also was 3-0
against the division-leading Red
Sox, a stat that did not go unno-
ticed in the Yankees' contempla-
tion of the deal.

The addition of Figueroa also
gives the Yankees a starting staff
that shapes up with Catfish Hunt-
er, Figueroa, Rudy May, Dock
Ellis, Ken Brett and Tippy Marti-
nez, with Larry Gura, Dick Tid-
row, Dave Pagan, Ron Guidry and
Sparky Lyle.

The disposal of Doc Medich was
contingent on the acquisition of Fi-
gueroa to replace him. Both won
16, Medich losing that many, Fi-
gueroa losing three fewer, so that
exchange rates as a stand-off.

BETWEEN THEM, Brett and
Ellis won 17 games last season, one
more than Medich. But there is
some question about Brett's arm
and Ellis’ motivation. The Yan-
kees scouted Brett for the final
month of the season and are con-
vinced his arm is sound. He won 35
games over the last three years, an
average of about 12 victories, for

player at the meetings."’

Brown said Randolph, who
played briefly with the Pirates
after being brought up from
Charleston (International) in late
July, was a ‘“duplication of talent™
with the Pirates.

[t meant that with Rennie Sten-
nett at second base, there was no
room for Randolph.

THE YANKEES wouldn’t think
of dealing Medich for Randolph
even up. The Pirates offered a two-
for-one deal, adding Ellis.

The Yankees wanted Brett.

“Without Brett included, we
probably couldn't have made the
deal,” Brown said. "'l hated to lose
him."

Surprisingly, Brown went one
step further about Ellis.

Speaking seriously, Brown said:

Joe Brown

44 4 THE SPORTING NEWS, DECEMBER 27, 1975 *

which the Yankees would settle.

Ellis has not pitched in his 197]
form when he won 19, although he
still has excellent equipment. A
change of scenery, the desire to
prove the Pirates wrong, a new
league and the admission that **I'd
love to play for Billy Martin" and
“I'd love to play in New York”
might be the motivation Ellis
needs. If he is motivated to 15 wins,
the Yankees would be happy.

The key man for the Yankees in
the Pirate deal, however, is young
Randolph, a 2l-year-old second
baseman from Brooklyn and one of
the top prospects in the minor
leagues last season.

‘“"He could be the next outstand-
ing infielder in the major
leagues,”” said Pirate G. M. Joe
Brown, the man who traded him
away. ""He makes the double play
better than any second baseman
I've seen since Bill Mazeroski. The
Yankees benefited from our dupli-
cation of position (Rennie Stennett
is their regular second baseman),
which made Randolph available.”

ACCORDING to Gabe Paul, "“We
had seven reports on Randolph,
and I can’t remember seeing such
glowing reports on a young player.
All seven rated him a chance to be
an outstanding major leaguer and
there was not one dissenting vote.”

Pat Gillick, in charge of player
development for the Yankees, has
long been a Randolph fan and

By CHARLEY FEENEY

I feel like I traded away a mem-
ber of our family. I mean it. Ellis
has been with us for so many years
(eight) and was part of the Pirate
family.”

Now Medich, who some day will
be a practicing doctor, comes back
home. He grew up in Aliquippa,
Pa., a suburb of Pittsburgh andis a
grad of Pitt’s medical school.
There has been talk that Medich,
who is 27, might retire from base-
ball at an early age and become a
practicing doctor.

“WE’'LL RUN that risk,”’ Brown
said. "'l don’t think young doctors
earn six-figure salaries like some
young athletes,”

Medich is on his way to becom-
ing a $100,000 pitcher. He probably
is past the halfway mark now,

He moved up-fast financially be-
cause he produced on the field. He
was 14-9 as a rookie in 1973 and 19-
151n 1974, His 16-16 season was con-
sidered an off-year, especially
since he was almost invincible in
spring training.

“Remember,”” Brown said, ‘“he

wasn't always pitching for a good
club.”

MEDICH IS no newcomer to the
mound at Three Rivers Stadium.
He pitched in batting practice for
the Pirates in April and May in 1972
while going to med school.

He was a Yankees farmhand,
given permission to report to his
team In West Haven, Conn., so he
could continue with his studies.

Al West Haven, Medich was 11-3
and gained a quick promotion to
the Yankees.

The doctor huas proved a good
pitcher. He was an untouchable

Mickey Rivers

spent 10 days watching the young-
ster in the Venezuelan Winter
League. His heart palpitating, Gil-
lich raved over Randolph’s atti-
tude, his makeup, his leadership,
his desire, his range and his bat. In
one game, Randolph hit four tr-
iples against a team managed by
the Yankees' Syracuse manager,
Bobby Cox.

What about 1976?

Gillick estimates Randolph can
hit *‘between .260 and .280, hit eight
to 10 homers and steal 25 to 30
bases."

Randolph . .. White . . . Maddox
. . . Rivers.

WHOOOQSH!

Yankee Doodles: The Yanks

used the supplementary draft to
claim Tom Robson from the Rang-

ers’ Spokane club. The 6-3, 20-year-

Yankee two years ago,
A prize catch? Time will tell.
Pittburgers: The Al Oliver-for-
Amos Otis deal with the Royals fiz-
zled when veteran infielder Cookie
Rojas, invoking the five-and-10

Willie Randolph

old righthanded slugger is a candi-
date for pinch-hitter and desig-
nated hitter. In nine seasons, he hit
197 homers in the minor leagues,
none in the majors. . . . Mike Fer-
raro was formally named manag-
er of the Yankees' Fort Lauder-
dale club in the Florida State
LLeague, moving up from Oneonta,
where he will be replaced by veter-
an Ed Napoleon. . .. There was no
announcement on a pitching coach
to succeed Whitey Ford as Billy
Martin continues to hold out for
Art Fowler and Gabe Paul con-
tinues to insist on Bob Lemon.
Camilo Pascual may be a compro-
mise choice, . . . Former Yankee
pitcher Padro Ramos was at the
winter meetings promoting the
‘*Pedro Ramos Cigar, a Big
League Cigar.”

ich to Cure Hill llls

rule, refused to join the Pirates.
The Pirates wanted Rojas as a util-
ity infielder. . .. Most Pirate fans
were glad the deal fell through be-
cause Oliver is considered one of
the game's outstanding hitters.

v -'r_._: L
a..500 Hurler?



Tigers Sing Sad
Bye-Bye to Bird,
So What's New? |

By JIM HAWKINS

DETROIT-For the third time in the past 14 months, the
Tigers again have good reason to be concerned about the
health of the pitcher they call the Franchise, Mark Fi-
drych.

r%he Bird, who appeared to have recovered completely
from the tendinitis which sidelined him for the final three
months last summer, suffered a relapse in his third start
April 17. His shoulder stiffened and he was forced to leave
the game after-only four innings.

The following Saturday, Fidrych again tried to pitch, but
couldn’t get In%se in mg bullplgn and had to be scratched

minutes before the Tigers took the field to play the Rangers
in a nationally televised game.

ACCORDING TO Dr. David Mitchell, the nrthupedic*sur-
geon who examined Fidrych at Henry Ford Hnspltal the

next day, The Bird is suffering from ‘“‘inflammation” in his
right shoulder.

Fidrych received a shot of cortisone in his shoulder and
was given permission to accompany the Tigers on their
two-week West Coast trip. But Ralph Houk, taking no
chances, immediately canceled The Bird’s next start.

Everyone involved readily admitted he had no idea how

soon Fidrych would be able to pitch again.

“I don't think there’s anything seriously wrong with
him,” said Houk, who nevertheless was worried even be-
fore The Bird failed to answer the bell April 22. “‘But we
can’t be sure. There’s just no reason for his arm to be stiff
now.

“WE’LL HAVE to play it by ear. But I'll tell you this
much, I'm going to take it slow and easy with him. I'm not

ﬁmn g to set him up to pitch again until I'm satisfied that

e's throwing- 100 percent.
“Naturally,” added Houk, ‘‘you’ve got to be concerned
any time you have to send your star pitcher to the doctor.

“There’'s no way of knowing if this is something that is

By PHIL PEPE

NEW YORK-~You see it in subtle
ways, how he takes charge of pop
flies in the infield, how he takes it
upon himself more and more to
visit with a pitcher in distress, how
he elaborates more on his answers
to the press, how he even initiates
discussions.

Willie Randolph always had the
talent, enormous talent. This year
he has shown a new maturity, a
stability, a confidence that comes
with having two full major league
seasons behind him.

None of it comes as any surprise
to Manager Billy Martin or coach
Gene Michael, who remain, as
they have always been, Ran-
dolph’s biggest boosters.

., Perhaps Martin’s apprecia-

" Willie Itnndolph
I R e — N —
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tion of Randolph’s talents are like
those talents, subtle. Words may
be left unspoken. but admiration is
there and the most tangible ev-
idence of it is in Martin’s elevation
of Randolph to the leadoff spot,
where he has batted exclusively in
the first three weeks of the season.

MARTIN clinically explained
his reasons for dropping Mickey
Rivers to the second spot, putting
Randolph first.

“One reason is-that Randolph
draws more walks than Rivers,”
he pointed out, a thought corrob-
orated by 1977 stats—Randolph
walked 64 times, Rivers 18; Willie
was on base 216 times, Mickey 206.

“A second reason,’”’ Martin con-
tinued, “is that Randolph will hit
into more double plays than Riv-
ers, who gets that extra step run-
ning from the right side of the
plate.”

Right again. Last year, Ran-

dolph rapped into 11 DPs, Rivers

- only two, tying a club record set by
Mickey Mantle.

“ONE MORE THING,” Martin

pressed on, “if Randolph gets on

base in front of Mickey, the first

baseman has to play up on the bag

to cut down Willie's lead. That -

gives Rivers a bigger hole on the
right side to shoot through. I like
having speed at the top nf the order
and, with Randolph and Rivers up
there, I have two guys who can
run, steal a base and make things
happen.”’
Randolph likes it, too.

“I've always hit on the top of the

order,” he said. “First or second. |
prefer hitting up there. You can do

more things. I think the two most

important things about being a
leadoff man are getting on base
and scoring runs. I'd like to score
at least 100 runs this year and if I

Mark Fldtych c oo 'I’hriu-‘l‘old Tale

can keep getting on base, I can do
it and I will have a good chance of
staying in the leadoff spot and
helping the team,”

That’s a big thing with Willie~
helping the team.' You notice it in
so many ways—cheering for his
teammates when on base, giving
himself up at bat to move a runner
along, hanging in. on the double
play despite the threat of flying
spikes and body blocks-all rare
things in a young player.

And, incidentally, all things 5pnt-
ted hy coach Michael.

“THE MORE 1 see him, the
more I like him,” said the former
Yankee shortstop. ‘““Not only his
great tools, but the way he plays
the game, the way he takes
charge. He’s a winner, He's always
working, always trying to learn.

and the more he learns, the better

Billy Mnrﬁn

"I’m golng to wke it slow mud

easy with him. l’mmigohpgm~
-mthimnptopuchagainunm.

I’'m satisfied tlul;t.he’s throwlngi

‘100percent.”
| —Ralph Hmk

left over from last year s injury or nnt the Tiger manager
continued. ‘‘We just don’t know..

“It’s a peculiar situation. He wan thrnwing the ball all
right in his first two starts, then he began having trouble

- again. I don’t know if this is sumething thnt is gnlng to keep

recurring’ or not."”

ACCORDING TO Dr. Mitchell, the inﬂammntinn is “the
same sort of thing'’ Fidrych hnd last summer, o

“I expect him to get back,"” said Mitchell, choosing his
words carefully. “I don’t think it’s terribly serious.”

However, Mitchell declined to speculate on hnw long it

“might take The Bird to recover.

And there’s no question but. what the Tigers are cnnslder-
ably less formidable without their popular ace pitcher.

The Tigers had again begun to expect great things from
The Bird when he opened the season with back-to-back
complete-game victories, thrnwmg the ball extremely hard
in both games.

lmmedlately. rival teams all around the American
League began calling Jim Campbell and Houk, inquiring
when Fidrych was scheduled to pitch, and where, and ask-
ing if the Tigers’ starting rotation couldn’t possibly be rear-
ranged to allow The Bird to appear in their park.

That's why the news that there is still something wrong
with Fidrych's arm came as such a shock.

No pitcher is more important to the Tigers.

Tiger Tales: There were some 43 lefthanded pitchers em-
ployed in the American League at the start of the season,
and by the time the Tigers finish their first tour around the
league, they figure to have faced them all, There's some-
thing about the Tigers that seems to bring out the lefthand-
ers on the other side. That something is Jason Thompson,
Steve Kemp, Rusty Staub, Tim Corcoran and Milt May.

By winning four of their first five games, the Tigers got
off to their best start since 1968. . . . Coach Jim-Hegan, hos-
pitalized after suffering a heart nttnck April 17, continues

he gets.”

To corroborate Mmhael s points,
there are more stats. In his second
season last year, Randolph im-
proved in every offensive category
over his rookie year except RBIs
(which remained the same at 40)
and stolen bases (which dropped
off from 37 to 13, largely because of
a knee weakened by an off-season
operation).

At 23, the future is limitless for
Willie Randolph, who one day will
take his place alongside Tony Laz-
zeri, Joe Gordon and Bobby Rich-
ards as all-time great Yankee sec-
ond basemen,

Yankee Doodles: Hard-luck

Mickey Klutts, who lost the start-

' ing shortstop job last year when he

broke a bone in his left hand, broke
a thumb while warming up a pitch-
er in the bullpen, He was replaced
by Brian Doyle, younger brother of

‘Denny Doyle. Brian has an identi-

cal twin, Blake, in the Orioles’
farm system. “It’s easy to tell us

to improve at Henry Ford Hnspltnl in Detroit.

Martin Cdsis_Voie for Maturing Randolph

co on the right side, he chews it on
the left.”

Reggie Jackson is getting kudos
for his defensé. He saved one game
with a great ninth-inning catch in
Baltimore. In his first 16 games,
Jackson made no errors (he made
13 last season) and was not re-
moved in late innings for defense.
He .attributes his improvement to
shagging 100-150 fly balls a day in
spring training with help from Ta-
coma coach Ed Napoleon.

Called up from Tacoma, Jim
Beattie won his first major league
start in a matchup with Jim Palm-
er, although Sparkly Lyle almost
blew a three-run lead in the ninth.
Asked if he was worried about
blowing the kid’'s first major
league win, Lyle replied, ‘*“Hell, no.

1 was worried about losing my

save!” ... In his first five appear-
ances, Lyle had two saves, two
wins. . . . Jim Spencer hit career
homer No. 100 off Palmer. His
first? ‘“That was off Bill Butler in
Kansas City.”

apart,’”’ said Brian. “I chew tobac-

Tobacco-Chewing Casualty

NEW YORK-The art of tobacco chewing has long been the special

province of major league baseball players. But there are indicatmns it
might be a d}rmg art.

Pitching in Baltimore, tobacco-chewer Ron Guidry jumped high for a
ﬁfth-inning ‘comebacker hy Rich Dauer and when -he came down, he
seemed in distress. It brought trainer Gene Monahan to the mound on the

double, fnnring this precious commodity had torn a muscle in his side,
while jumping. No such tragedy.

Guidry had swallowed some tobacco juice, .

“I didn’t keep my mouth closed,” he explained ““When I grunted, the
juice slipped down. I didn’t gag, but when it went down so fast I got quea- |
sy in the stomach and got a headache when it got to me.”

i h?;ldry alerted Billy Martin, who replaced the lefthnnder in the
e .

“I told Billy 1 didn’t know where I'd bein the n:ghth and ninth, so he’d
better take me out. The worst thing that could have happened to me was
throw up- nght there on the mound on national television."”

Phil Pepe
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By PHIL PEPE

NEW YORK-Reggie Jackson grabs headlines with his
home run bat, Ron Guidry with his strikeout smoke,
Tommy John with his ground-ball sinker and Rich Gossage
with his saves. What does that leave for Willie Randolph?

Nothing, except respect from his peers, his teammates
and opponents as the New York Yankees' best all-round
player, their steady man.

In the field, he is the glue of the infield, the middle man
on double plays. At bat, he is the stage-setter for all that
Yankee power that comes behind him.

The season was just a few days old when Harry Dalton,
Milwaukee Brewers general manager, asked someone fol-
lowing the Yankees who their best player was.

“Willie Randolph,’ the man said.

“I agree,’ Dalton replied.

The operative word was ‘‘best.” Not their most indis-
pensable, not their ticket-seller, not their glamor guy. But
for all components of offense, defense and catalyst, Ran-
dolph is the Yankee leader.

In an early-June streak in which the Yankees widened

their lead and threatened a runaway in the American
League East, it was the stage-setting of Randolph that
sparked the surge. In one stretch, he reached base 15 con-
secutive times, taking over the league lead in on-base per-
centage from Milwaukee's Paul Molitor. Randolph has
been among the league leaders all year in walks, runs
scored, stolen bases and on-base percentage. Attribute
this to Willie's elevation to the Yankees' leadoff position
and credit that to two things—the departure of regular
leadoff man Mickey Rivers and the arrival of Manager
Dick Howser.
- “] could see when Willie joined the club in IB?E that he'd
be an ideal leadoff man,” said Howser. ““They had him
batting seventh or eighth and I told him at the Lime he'd be
a great leadoff hitter. He's ideal for that spot. He has a very
small strike zone, he's patient at the plate and he has a
good idea of the strike zone."”

Randolph likes batting leadoff and knows his place in the

Yankee scheme of things. His job is to. provide good de-
fense and to get on bise for ‘‘the mashers, guys like Reggie
Jackson, Graig Nettles, Bob Watson, Lou Piniella." His
goals are 100 walks and 100 runs (last year he had 95 walks
and 98 runs), a must in his leadoff spot., He'd also like to
steal 50 bases. And Willie is happy to have been the Yankee
leadoff man in every game he's started this season.

“I'd rather be in one spot regularly,’ he says. ‘"It doesn't
really matter where as long as 1 know when | get to the
park where I'm hitting, although I prefer leadoff. | like to

Yankee Cast of Stars F&H
Headed by Randolph &

think about it beforehand because the requirements for
hitting first or second are so different."”

Randolph had a slow start, which he attributed to a lack
of hitting in spring training because of the mini-strike.

“But I still felt good when the season started,’’ he said. 'l
was ready, but I think I put too much pressure on myself to
get on base for the big guys because I think that's the key
to: our success. I was overanxious at the plate. I wasn't
doing what I do best, staying back, relaxing at the plate. 1
was jumping out at the ball. After the first road trip, 1 just
went back to basics. 1 relaxed at the plate and everything
fell into place.”

Because of the power in their lineup, the Yankees do not
play a running game. Randolph is free to steal on his own,
but he does not abuse the privilege and he has been among
the league leaders in steals. With 17 in his first 60 games, he
was close to a 50-steal pace, which he prizes.

His approach to stealing bases is somewhat dlfferent this
year from what it was, Randolph says.

“The last few years I'd try to get out of the chute fast,”
he says. ‘‘I'd steal 19-for-19 or 17-for-17. But this year, I'm
trying to conserve myself so I'll be stronger at the end.”

He has come on in his four years as a Yankee, a 25-year-
old who may have his best years ahead of him. He's ma-
tured to the point he is a leader on this team of veterans.

“l always tried to do that in the minor leagues,’' he says.
“But when I came to the Yankees, there were so many
veterans, [ didn't want it to look like I was trying to push
my weight around. Besides, a leader wasn't needed on this
team. Now | feel more loose about taking charge and it's
something | enjoy doing.”

When they talk about Yankee tradition, it is always
about catchers and center fielders. But Lhere is also a
strong tradition of outstanding second basemen: Tony
Lazzeri, Joe Gordon, Bobby Richardson. And Willie Ran-
dolph deserves to be mentioned in the same breath with
all of them.

Yankee Doodles: ''Out of the outhouse and into the pent-
house,"" said Paul Blair. He was talking about Bobby
Murcer and Ed Figueroa, who made the move on the same
day against the Oakland A’s. Murcer had complained of
infrequent use. He hit a two-run homer with two out and
two strikes in the ninth inning to give the Yankees a 2-]
victory over the A's. It made a winner of Figueroa, who
was starting for the first time since April 25. Figueroa,
trying to come back from elbow surgery, had been demot-
ed to the bullpen. Unhappy about it, he asked to be traded.
Figgy got his chance when rookie Mike Griffin faltered as
a starter and Figueroa regained his old spot. "He looks
like a starting pitcher to me,”" said Howser. ‘'I've always

......
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Willie Randolph . . . The stage-setter.

believed he'd win some big games for us before this sea-
son ended."

Tom Underwood has gone from the cellar to the pent-
house in his first year as a Yankee. He reeled off six
straight victories to put his record at 7-3 (last year he was
9-16). and noted, '""It's a lot different pitching here than it
was pitching for Toronto.” . . . Bucky Dent joined Ruppert
Jones and Oscar Gamble on the disabled list when 10
stitches were required to close a cut in his wrist. To replace
him, Brian Doyle, hero of the 1978 World Series, was re-
called from Columbus (International). . .. First meeting of

the Yanks and Billy Martin in Oakland went off without
incident, although Randolph and Jackson were both
knocked down by pitches in the first inning of the first
game, Jackson answered with four homers in the series as
the Yankees took three out of four.

Catcher Nolan Leaves-- A Braves Foulup?

By KEN PICKING

ATLANTA—-Once again, Atlanta players were mystified
by a puzzling maneuver executed by the Braves' front of-
fice.

When Biff Pocoroba was returned to the active roster
June 10, it meant one of the Braves' three catchers—Bruce
Benedict, Bill Nahorodny or Joe Nolan—had to go. Benedict
clearly established himself as the best defensive receiver

. Puzzling maneuver.

Joe Nolan ..

and Nahorodny had become a valuable righthanded pinch-
hitter. That left Nolan, who rarely caught the past three
seasons but was one of the best lefthanded hitters in the
organization.

Nolan, with the Braves since 1975 when he was traded
from the New York Mets, was informed by General Man-
ager John Mullen that Mullen had attempted to trade him
to any and all 26 teams in both leagues, without success. So
the Braves decided to option Nolan to Richmond (Interna-
tional), where the personable, 29-year-old receiver had not
played since 1976.

With five years of major league service, however, Nolan
had a choice. He could refuse demotion and immediately
be declared a free agent. After a day of consideration,
Nolan decided to leave the Braves—a choice that Bob
Horner, Gary Matthews and Jerry Royster wish they could
make—and let his St. Louis agent, Richie Bry, test the
market.

On the afterncon of June 12, Nolan informed Mullen he
would accept free agency. Before midnight that night, Bry
had arranged a deal with the Cincinnati Reds, desperate
for reserve catching strength behind Johnny Bench. Nolan
departed Atlanta in a flash, drove all night to St. Louis to
meet the Reds for their game June 13 and signed before the
first pitch.

““That goes to show what kind of organization the Braves
are,”’ Nolan said. ““They said they did everything possible
to trade me, but the first day we look around for a team, we
find one. You hate to go away running down the old team,
but they sure make you wonder what's going on in that
front office. I feel very fortunate to get away.”

Braves players were not shocked that Nolan was the
catcher to go, but many were curious as to why the Braves
were unable to receive even a prospect in return for the
catcher.

““How can you let an established player go and get noth-

ing in return?’’ one Brave asked. 'But then, something like
that shouldn't surprise us. It was a typical move by the
front office."”

Nolan set an Atlanta pinch-hit record—since broken by
both Mike Lum and Charlie Spikes—in 1977 and averaged a
solid .280. His average slipped in the next two seasons, but
the St. Louis native's hits were most productive. He drove
in 22 runs on 49 hits in 1978 and 21 runs on 57 hits in 1979. In
limited pinch-hitting appearances this season, Nolan
averaged .273.

‘““Nolan can definitely help Cincinnati,” said Atlanta
Manager Bobby Cox. “‘It was too bad we had to let Joe go
because he was an unselfish team player who was genuine-
ly liked by everyone. It was just one of those tough baseball
decisions that had to be made.”

Atlanta came to Cincinnati's rescue once before for sup-
port behind Bench. The Reds acquired Vic Correll in 1978
and the veteran catcher proved to be a valuable reserve
receiver.

Wigwam Wisps: If April and May were not enough, Chris
Chambliss clearly established himself as the Braves’ most
worthy All-Star candidate during June. With a 4-for-5 day
in his first appearance in St. Louis June 16 (good for five
RBIs), the former New York Yankee boosted his average
above .300 once again.

Tommy Boggs went the distance against the St. Louis
Cardinals June 17 for his first complete game since a mem-
orable two-hit shutout in Philadelphia in 1978. . . . As the
June 15 trade deadline passed, the Braves were shopping
for a leadoff hitter. . . . The Braves swept their first double-
header of the season at home June 18 against Pittsburgh.
Ex-Brave Eddie Solomon had a shutout for eight innings in
the first game, but Nahorodny's three-run double off Kent
Tekulve in the ninth lifted Atlanta to a thrilling 3-2 victory.
The Braves won the nightcap, 5-4.
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BATTING and PITCHING RECORDS

CLUB BATTING

Club G. AB. R. H. HR.
Tidewater .. 94 2926 348 757 31
Charleston .. 97 3073 358 788 45
Rochester .. 92 3018 362 767 56
Syracuse .... 92 2902 400 716 32
Richmond .. B4 2607 314 643 47
Pawtucket .. 95 3103 296 728 46
Memphis ... 98 3167 349 737 50
Toledo ........ 98 3059 347 694 66

BATTING

Player-Club AB. H. HR.
Parker, Syr, 2b .............. 3 15 o0
Yancy, Syr, 3b......ne 62 23 0
Bernhardt, Syr, 3b.......... 138 50 2
Randolph, Char, 2b ........2B3 94 5
vail, Tide, of .................2%% 95 &
Armas, Char, of .............. 308 95 9
Moore, Rich, 3b.............26T B2 &
Reynolds, Char, ss ......... a77 114 3
Valentine, Mem, of.......... 329 98 8
Gonzalez, Char, 3b. ........ 10 3 @
Nolan, Rich, ¢ ...............228 BB &
Stillman, Roch, of .........291 86 5
Pemberton, Tide, 1b ... 309 9 1
Hodges, Tide, ¢ .............. 193 56 2
Duncan, Roch, 3b .........229 &b 4
Reinbach, Roch, of ........282 81 b
Senn, Tide, 2b .oooooovo... 84 24 1
Breeden, Mem, 1b.......... 102 29 3
Boisclair, Tide, of .......... 316 89 3
ow, Char, ¢ .vvvvvvevnvennn 282 7910
White, Mem, of ............207 58 &
Asselstine, Rich, of.......... 269 75 1
Merchant, Paw, ¢ ........266 T4 4
Theodore, Tide, of ......... 174 48 3
Cox, Mem, 3b ..............348 96 7
Ayala, Tide, of ccoovnenen, 102 28 2
Keaney, Syr, 3b.............189 52 0
Baker, Paw, 1b .............331 90 14
Martin, Tol, of ................ 177 48 &
Andrew, Paw, 2b...........130 35 1
Moreno, Char, of ...........286 77 &
Zeber, Syr, 2b ...............232 &2 1
Fiore, Roch, of................ B 23 2
Staiger, Tide, 2b . ......290 77 &
Cltark, Tol, 2b ................224 59 2
Sanders, Rich, 1b ..........236 62 10
Foster, Tide, % .....coor.e, 168 49 2
Hughes, Paw, 3b ...........286 75 4
Whitfield, Syr, of ...........2dB &5 9
Andrews, Tol, 2b ...........307 80 4
Shupe, Syr, 1b...oc.. ........ 188 49 2
Diggle, Tide, of .............. 205 53 2
Nahorodny, Tel, ¢ ......... 283 73 16
Coletta, Paw, of......... ...243 &2 2
Stearns, Syr, €......oooeoen. 182 46 1
Murrell, Rich, of ... ......163 41 4
Harlow, Roch, of ...........290 73 1
Garcia, Roch, 2b ...........280 70 2
Hutto, Roch, ¢ ...............226 56 8
Kileven, Tide, ¢................118 29 rd
Macha, Char, 1b ......... .32 BOD 7
Conigliaro, Paw, of ........ 69 17 3
Fritz, Tel, 1b ........... ......1BB 46 9
Thomas, Tol, of .............200 49 4
Tepedino, Rich, of ..........159 39 1
DeJohn, Tide, 55 ..........251 61 O
Santana, Tal, 3b ...........325 79 &
Belloir, Rich, 55 .............. 75 18 0
Matchick, Roch, 3b ........159 38 1
Monzon, Mem, ss.........320 76 &
Flowers, Paw, of ...........324 77 2
Auwgustine, Char, of ... 151 36 0
Hickey, Roch, c.. .. ......114 27 3
Dineen, Syr, of ...............225 53 0
Varquer, Paw, 3b ... 183 43 4
Bannister, Tol, of ...........210 49 5
Johnson, Mem, ¢ ... ......220 51 2
Pichardo, Syr, s¢ ..... ....247 &7 O
McGrew, Roch-Taol ......... 161 37 2
Geach, Rich, 2b.. ... .....217 50 5
Aviles, Paw, 1b ...... . ..165 3B 0
Godby, Paw, of .............. 256 59 3
Beall, Rich, of ..............100 23 1
Reece, Mem, ¢...............238B 53 2
Dilone, Char, of ... ....... .36% Bl 1
Rahe, Char, of ...... .. ..... 32 [ 0
Cromartie, Mem, of . .. 268 58 3
Koritko, Paw, of ... . ... 51 11 2
Schneck, Tol, of. .. ... . 228 49 4
Fuller, Roch, 1b...... ... 298 b4 15
Sanserino, Char, 1b . ...122 26 1
Navarrete, Mem, 2b_.___ 220 45 1
Deidel, Syr, ¢ .......... 249 4B 2
Down, Mem, of ... ... .224 43 Fi
Skaggs, Roch, c.. . ... 47 9 )
Rogodzinski, Tol, ... ........ 42 8 0
Erickson, Paw, ¢ ...... . &7 12 1
Koegel, Char, ¢ ....... ...... 74 13 2
Dancy, Tol, ss ....... . ... 110 19 o
Creech, Mem, ss ... .. 59 B8 1
Cox, Tol, c.cooeernnnennn o, 34 4 )

RBI.
310
346
330
356
292
263
313
292

RBI.
14
8
29
37
55
54
42
33
40
1
40
39
31
22
31
38
9
16
25
43
21
13
21
18
52
14
16
51
21
7
39
25
19
44
14
53
1b
21
54
25
18
16
41
2b
16
11
21
22
26
17
37
8
29
20
12
15
34
2
16
31
21
11
16
19
18
20
20
16
15
26
13
20
11
24
18
0
25
2
21

Pct.

259
256
.254
247
247
235
233
227

Pct.

395
371
362
332
321
308
307
302
302
300
.298
296
294
290
.2B8B
287
286
284
.282
280
280
279
278
276
276
275
275
272
271
269
269
267
267
266
263
263
262
262
262
.261
261
259
.258
255
253
252

252

250
248
246
246
246
245

245

245
243
243
240
239
238

238

238

237
236

235
233
232
231
230

230

230
230
230
223
222

219
216
216
215

215
213
205
193

192
191

190
179

176

173
136
118

Bob Lemon

Compiled by Ed Williams

PITCHING

Pitcher— Club G. W IP. SO. ERA.
Montague, Mem........10 72 37 1.25
Clay, Syr ....occcvennnn. 1 7 4 135
Minshall, Char.......... 29 43 38 145
Torrealba, Rich .......41 80 &6 1.57
Simpson, Tol ............18 108 27 1.83
Diorio, Mem ............13 24 15
Atkinson, Mem..........35 72 47
Holdsworth, Roch ... 9 5 50
Jones, Char ............18 1 139 115
Contreras, Tide ........28 46 32
Manz, Roch ....... ...... 18 33 14
Flanagan, Roch........18 114 42
Newhauser, Paw ......46 52 5B
Atbin, Mem _.............15 55 17
Sawyer, Syr.............19 134 72
Willis, Roch .............. 21 119 57
Swan, Tide ... ... 21 1 129 B8
Kiser, Tol ........... ... B 45 33
Sekel, Roch ... ... .....21 a7 28
Pirtle, Syr ............... ag &Y 52
Riley, Mem .. ... .. 8 13 10
Laxton, Tide ..... ... ..14 60 56
Bernard, Tide ..........21 100 40
Wegener, Tide . .......30 61 30
Espinosa, Tide ......._. 14 78 46
Bartlett, Tide.. ......... 4 12 q
Barr, Paw ...... ........45 76 40
Lang, Mem .............22 124 64
Ross, Paw ............... 10 60 28
Jimenez, Char .. .......27 78 34
Galasso, Roch .......... 18 106 50
Thomason, Tol ... . 23 52 28
Bair, Char................18 112 75
Hernandez, Tol ........ 5 29 20
Kirkpatrick, Mem_.. 19 120 5%
Krueger, Paw ..........25 11 131 88
Mahler, Rich ..... R 16 76
Manderbach, Tide ....13 77 39

Closter, Rich ............20 45 33
Guidry, Syr ..............38 5 33
Cram, Tide . ........... 17 25

Freeman, Roch .. .....24 69 54
Gebhard, Mem ......... 33 45 29
Devine, Rich ............ 16 B 47
Sadowski, Char ........19 101 58

Ruthven, Tol ............20 10 127 94
Keener, Mem ............10 52 22
Morlan, Char........ ...14 g5 43
Stein, Roch ..............10 49 29
Kouns, Paw ... ... 26 58 26
Hanna, Rich .. ........16 Q4 75

Stephenson, Rich ... 7 12 &
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McGregor, Syr..........18 113 &7
Wright, Paw ..... ... . B 45 32
Paul, Tol ........... ... 32 65 44
Hernaiz, Tol....... .....39 70 41
Aase, Paw. ......... .20 10 121 87
Spencer, Paw .......... q 21 10
Kammeyer, Syr . .. .16 98 31
Sterling, Tide... ........ 19 115 39
Clemons, Paw . _......44 45 29
Figuerpa, Rich .........17 78 35
Hill, Tol......... ... ....21 95 49
Kelley, Rich .. ... .17 48 30
LaCerte, Rich ..... . ..15 73 61
Johnsen, Roch ... ....24 41 38
Enyart, Mem .._........27 g 31
Caskey, Char ........... 28 41 24
Koegel, Char ............ 3 5 4
Anderson, Char ... 8 7 19
Johnson, Syr ... ... 19 38 28
Cheadle, Syr . ... ... 17 49- 4]
Langford, Char _ ... . 4 18 b
Rajsich, Syr.............. 2 2 Z
Hopkins, Char ... ..... 1 2 21

R e
Rain Drives Richmond,
Lemon Into Twin Bills

RICHMOND - Bob Lemon
may have expected a problem
in getting to know his person-
nel when he took over the
Richmond managerial reins
after the death of Clint Court-
ney, but the Braves' skipper
has found the weather to be his
biggest worry.

The Braves may have set a
record July 17 with their sev-
enth straight home rainout
and Lemon admitted: ‘I can't
recall anything like it. ['ve
been with clubs that have had
two or three rainouts in a row
but usually they've been in the
spring. Seven straight rain-
outs are unheard of.”

The dreary span started
July 11 after an open date. The
first two games of the series
with Syracuse were started
but halted in the early innings
and for the next five days the
clubs did not dress for the
games as the Richmond area
was hit by more than 10 inches
of rain,

A backbreaking schedule re-
sulted for the Braves, with five
straight twin bills starting
with a July 19 doubleheader
at Syracuse, which also was
postponed by rain.

e

'Charlies' Improved Randolph

Follows Plan With Hot Hitting

CHARLESTON, W. Va.-Willie
Randolph may be surprising base-
ball experts with his much-im-
proved batting ability this season
in a jump from Class AA to Class
AAA, but Randolph surprised few
people when he ran away with the
balloting for the second base posi-
tion on the annual International
League all-star team.

Randolph polled 120 of the 154
votes of the league players and
managers to support the words of
Charlies’ Manager Steve Demeter,
who said, ““Willie is definitely a
big league player.”

Pawtucket Manager Joe Mor-
gan, THE SPORTING NEwWS minor
league Manager of the Year at
Charleston in 1973, calls Randolph
“the best player in the Internation-
al League.”

“l1 MADE UP MY mind when |
signed that I would give it up if I
didn't show improvement every
year," said the 2l-year-old, 5-11,
163-pounder who has tacked 50
points onto his batting average
since last season.

“I have worked hard to improve,
so | really expected to be bhetter
this season despite the fact that
I'm facing far superior pitching."

Actually, the lad who came out
of Samuel J. Tilden High School in
Brooklyn, N. Y., to sign a contract
with the Pittsburgh Pirates’ orga-
nization in 1972, will tell you that he
finds it easier to hit International
League pitching than the Eastern
League pitching he faced last year

Int. Index

FRIDAY JULY 18
Tidewater 7-5, Syracuse 5-2
Memphis 5, Toledo 4
Charleston 4, Pawtucket 3

Tidewater swept Syracuse, 7-5 and
5-2, to move into a 1Y -game lead.
Randy Sterling and Jerry Cram com-
bined for an eight-hitter in the opener
with Nardi Contreras relieving for
the nightcap success—the fifth
straight triumph for the Tides.
... Memphis edged Toledo, 5-4, as Bill
Kirkpatrick and Ron Diorio teamed
for a seven-hitter. Fred Andrews
homered for the Mud Hens. . . .
Charleston nipped Pawtucket, 4-3,
with John Morlan gaining the
Charlies’ fourth consecutive tri-
umph. . . . Rain postponed the Roch-
ester al Richmond doubleheader.

SATURDAY, JULY 19
Tidewater 6, Rochester 5
Pawtucket 8-7, Toledo 5-6
Memphis 4, Charleston |

Tidewater upped its lead to two
games by scoring three runs in the
eighth inning and two in the ninth to
edge Rochester, 6-5. Nardi Contreras
relieved for the Tides' sixth straight
victory. Bruce Boisclair homered for
the victors. . .. Pawtucket swept To-
ledo, 8-5 and 7-6. Don Newhauser re-
lieved for each triumph. Larry Fritz
homered for the Mud Hens in the
opener with Fred Andrews adding a
four bagger in the nightcap. Jack
Baker rapped three hits and Tony
Conigliaro homered in the second
game for the Red Sox. . . . Memphis
defeated Charleston, 4-1, as Chip
Lang pitched the Blues to their fourth
consecutive success. . . . Rain post-
poned the Richmond at Syracuse
game,

SUNDAY, JULY 20
Syracuse 9, Richmond |
Charleston 6-6, Memphis 5-8

Ken Clay made his debut with a
five-hitter as Syracuse defeated

Richmond, 9-1. Juan Bernhardt hom-
ered for the Chiefs. Rain postponed

(Continued on Page 34, Column 1)

By A. L. HARDMAN

at Thetford Mines.

““The pitchers in the Internation-
al League get the ball around clos-
er to the plate,”” Willie explained,
“and 1 find it easier to get some
wood on their pitches. In the East-
ern League, they were wilder and
you really never could dig in with
much confidence."

WILLIE HAS LED the Interna-
tional League in batting most of
this season, maintaining an aver-
age near the .330 mark and only
once has he gone hitless in more
than two consecutive games.

Because of the inconsistent
throwing Eastern Leaguers, Willie
led the loop in walks last season
with 118. The free rides, plus a total
of 117 hits put him on base enough
to lead the league in runs scored
(103).

“It was easy to score runs be-
cause | batted ahead of Kenny
Macha (now a teammate at
Charleston),"” he said. “"Kenny led
the league in batting, in home runs
and in runs batted in. So | keep tell-
ing him that my being on base so
much enabled him to get those 100
RBIs."”

Willie Randoiph bubbles with
confidence.

“It would satisfly my personal
pride a lot if [ led the league in bat-
ting,"" he said, "'but I'm not setting
that as my goal. | just want to keep
on improving and if the batling
title comes, that's the way it will
be.”

HE REMINDS that he had a
good spring and batted more than
200 1in pre-season games ut Bra-
denton, Fla,

Indeed, he was so impressive
that Pittsburgh Manager Danny
Murtaugh was perfectly willing to
start him at second base for the Pi-
rates had his regular, Rennie Sten-
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nett, not recovered from a sledding
accident in time {o open the sea-
son.

“He is a great fielder, has good

ange, makes the pivot well and
can throw,” said Demeter. '"He
may have a slight problem in hit-
ting the low sliders, but most of the
other batters do, too. Willie doesn’t
have a major weakness."

The importance of Randolph to
the Charleston team was reflected
when he was out of the lineup for
several games with a spike wound
in his ankle. The Charlies took a
nosedive. Then, when he returned,
they put it all together again and
started to get back in the 1. L. race.

WILLIE WAS a shortstop when
the Pirates first saw him in Brook-
lyn, where he and his family have
made their home since moving
from Holly Hills, S. C.

When he reported to the Pitts-
burgh instructional team in Flori-
da in 1972, he was somewhat sur-
prised when he was ordered to
move over to second base to make
room for the Pirates' No. 1 draft
choice, Dwayne Peltier, who was a
shortstop.

“1 didn’t like it right away but |
learned to like it more than short,”
Randolph said. "I feel right at
home there and I may have
furthered my career by moving "

His .254 batting mark last year at
Thetford Mines is somewhat mis-
leading, he maintains,

“1 had never played in cold
weather like they have up there,”
he said. ""For a time I struggled to
get beyond the 200 mark in hitting.
But once the weather warmed up,
so did I, and when the season
ended [ was just as good a hitter as
any of the others.

“I WOULD say that I'm on
schedule right now,"” he stated.
“This 1s my third full season and if
[ don't make it in two more years, |
ought to know by then that my
chances aren’t so good and I'll con-
sider giving up baseball.

“I dearly love the game, though,
and 1 am aware of the fact that to
make it to the top it will require a
lot of work. I'm willing to face that
task. Baschall, to me, is a business
and 1 know that it takes every
ounce of dedication you can mus-
ter to be successful. If I fail it won't
be because 1 didn't knuckle down
to these things."'

Actually, the higher Willie has
moved in the Pirate organization,
the lower his batting mark has be-
come. He batted .317 in the 44
games he played in 1972 in the Gulf
Couast rookie league. At Class A
Charleston (Western Carolinas) in
1973, he dropped to .280. And last
season at Thetford (Eastern), he
had a .254 mark.

BUT THIS year it's different. At
21, Willie not only has become a
mun but he has become “of age” in
baseball, too.

“I think his maturity is bepgin-
ning to help him now,"” said Dem-
eter,

HOW THEY STAND

CLASS AAA
STANDING ON MONDAY A.M., JULY 28

Clubs Roch Tide Syr Char Mem  Tol HRich Paw W L Pct GB
Rochester (Onioles) 12 5 b 10 7 9 11 60 4] 594
Tidewater (Mets) B 15 10 5 7 B B 6l 43 587 L
Syracuse (Yankees) 8 5 8 9 4 g 10 58 44 569 2 Y
Charleston {Pirates) b 3 5 9 10 8 11 52 52 500 94
Memphis (Expos) 7 B 4 7 9 b 10 51 55 4B1 1i+;
Toledo (Phillies) b 4 5 10 8 5 9 47 57  4%2 14%
Richmond {Braves) 4 5 B 5 7 7 5 41 54 432 1b6
Pawilucket {Red Sox) . & 2 b 7 8 9 40 64 3BS 21w

Major league affillations in parentheses
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Randolph Is Quick to Begin
Paying Dividends to Yanks

By PHIL PEPE

NEW YORK~It was in Hollywood, Fla., at baseball’'s
winter meetings when the Yankees made two big
trades in one day. The big one got all the attention—
Bobby Bonds for Ed Figueroa and Mickey Rivers. The
other one was the key.

They had sent Doc Medich to Pittsburgh for Ken
Brett and his history of arm trouble, Dock Ellis and his
history of just trouble, and Willie Randolph, who had
no history at all,

Of all the names in the two trades, seven of them,
Randolph’s was the least known. But he was the prize
. catch as far as Yankees were concerned.

“WE HAD SEVEN reports on him,” said Yankee
President Gabe Paul, who engineered the deal and
thus was the one who had to explain it, ‘‘and they were
all sensational, anywhere from predicting Randolph
would be a star to a super star.”

"l never saw such sensational reports on a young
player,”’ said Manager Billy Martin.

So it can be assumed that, for all intents and pur-
poses, Willie Randolph became the Yankees' regular
second baseman on that December afternoon in Holly-
wood, Fla.

Frankly, the Yankees' investment was so heavy,
their commitment so total, hardly anything Randolph
did in spring training would have hurt his chances of
winning the job.

BUT WILLIE RANDOLPH wasn't. taking any
chances. He batted over .300 in the spring, hitting the
ball solidly and with authority. He roamed second base
like a veteran, making all the plays, turning the double
play with dispatch and ease.

He stole bases, ran well and, personally, fit in like
the furniture. He's a confident young man, a pleasant
young man. Cool instead of cocky; personable, not
brash; affable, not phony.

He was the unanimous winner of the James Dawson
Award and won a watch as the top rookie of the camp.

He won the respect of his teammates.

He won the admiration of the press.

He won the opening-day second base job.

““The kid is just great,’” said Martin, in tabbing him
to open at second in Milwaukee on April 7, “'There isn’t
anything he was asked to do that he didn’t do.”

RANDOLPH EARNED his job, it wasn’t handed to
him. He was pushed hard by the old pro, Sandy Alo-
mar, who had an outstanding spring himself. Under or-
dinary circumstances, Alomar would have been the
second baseman on opening day, and he would have
deserved the job. But Randolph answered the chal-
lenge and earned the spot.

“I know I can play up here,”’ said Randolph, whe bat-
ted .339 at Charleston (International) last year.

And while others were saying they would be satisfied
with an average of .250 or so and good defense, Ran-
dolph wasn’t talking, but you know he was thinking of
something more impressive.

Born in Brooklyn, but already planning to buy a
home in New Jersey for himself, his wife and infant
daughter, the rookie second baseman is one of five
children and a former Brooklyn high school star.

AS THE SEASON OPENED, he never wavered in his
confidence and in his belief in himself. Nothing both-
ered him. Well, that's not quite true because there was
one thing bothering him.

“Where am I going to get all the tickets I'll need this
year?' he wondered.

Yankee Doodles: The saddest thing of the eprmg was
the Yankees asking waivers on veteran Tommy Davis.
The 37-year-old professional hitter was odd man out in
a numbers game and had to be cut. A pity, because
Tommy'’s presence added gobs of class to the Yankee

Oscar's Afro Too

Much for Barber

NEW YORK-If you think getting his huge afro
trimmed was a traumatic experience for Oscar Gam-
ble and his wife, Juanita, consider the barber who had
to do the job on the Yankee outfieler.

A week after he was commissioned to handle the
task, the Fort Lauderdale barber put the lock on his
shop. He had retired.

Nobody could figure out exactly what happened.
Was the $30 fee he received so munificent a sum that it
enabled him to retire? Or was the experience so shat-
tering the barber promised he'd never give another
haircut?

roster. . .. With Davis' departure, the Yankees took 10
pitchers north. . . . Elliott Maddox and Tom Robson
opened the season on the disabled list. Maddox was left
back in Florida to get his operation-scarred knee in
shape. He was expected to join the club at the end of
April, by which time one other player would have to be
dropped. . . . Thurman Munson, who broke the index
finger of his right hand and was unable to throw, did
not catch one inning all spring.

How do yeu explain to a .400 hitter that his
Dad’s been transferred to a different city? g
What can you say that will ease the pain of A

leaving his teammates behind?

Sure, there'll be another team-—-maybe even .
better—in the city he's moving to. But for awhlle at

least, it won't be the same.

These are the heart-tugging moments that are so often
a part of moving. And United Van Lines knows how |
important they are te you and your farmly

That's why we do e__ur very best to take the load
. as well as your hands. We
think you should have the time you need to
spend with the people you care about most,

Your nearby United a%ent is waiting to help.
Why not give him a call today? He's listed :n the

off your mind . .

Yellow Pagee
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Hough's Knuckler Almost Hit Proof

By GORDON VERRELL

.LOS ANGELES-Dodger Man-
ager Tommy Lasorda calls his
crack relief pitcher, Charlie
Hough, “‘my Hope Diamond.”

And for a good many of his sum-
mers in the big leagues, whenever
it came to talking about Charlie
Hough, that’s about all anyone did.
Hope. i

The reason was the uncertainty
of his specialty, the knuckleball, a
pitch so baffling that it fools every-
one—the batter, the catcher, even
the pitcher.

So farin 1977, however, there has
been nothing uncertain about
Hough.

HE WORKED IN 13 of the Dodg-
ers’ first 20 games, figuring promi-
nently in nine of the 17 wins with
three victories and six saves. In his
first 28 innings, he allowed just five
earned runs and had a 1.61
earned-run average.

There is a question, though, and
that's just how often can he work?

“His arm aches and his back
hurts,”’ admitted Lasorda, ‘‘but he
can pitch every day.”

He might have to. It has been
said that on days when Hough's
knuckler isn't dancing, then nei-

Yanks Find Super

By PHIL PEPE

NEW YORK-It was a move
made out of desperation. Eight de-
feats in their first 10 games had left
the Yankees at the bottom of the
A. L. East. All that talent, all those
high salaries, and the Yankees
were dead last.

Frustrated by the poor start, the
lack of hitting, Manager Billy Mar-
tin turned to a trick he used to
shake the Tigers out of a slump
when he managed in Detroit. He
put nine names in his hat and
Reggie Jackson stuck in his hand
and pulled out a lineup.

It might be mere coincidence
that with his new lineup, Yankee
bats began to light up, and they
went on to win six straight, 10 of
their next 11 games. They probably
would have started to hit anyway.

WHAT IS MORE than just coin-
cidence, what is a very fortunate
accident, is that the first slip of
paper Jackson pulled out of Billy
Martin's hat had on it the name
“Randolph.”

That made Willie Randolph, nor-
mally the No. 8 hitter, the leadoff
batter in Martin's hunch lineup. It
might have made Willie Randolph
the Yankee leadoff hitter for the
rest of the season, and maybe for
many seasons to come.

ther will the Dodgers. That's be-
cause the rest of the bullpen—Al
Downing, Mike Garman, Elias
Sosa and Stan Wall-showed a
combined ERA of 5.85 (13 earned
runs, 1924 innings) through the
Dodgers’ first 21 games. Downing
was the best of the rest with one
run in 44 innings.

Hough became No. 1 in the bull-
pen last June, even before the de-
parture of Mike Marshall to Atlan-
ta. He had the finest season of his
seven in the majors, appearing in
77 games, winning 12 of 20
decisions and posting a 2.20 ERA.

what is yet to come.

Said Don Sutton:

‘“He's going to break all of Mar-
shall’'s records before he’s
through.”

Hough has made gradual prog-
ress since his first taste of the big
leagues in 1970. The two things he
credits for his improvement are
control and confidence.

“I didn't have any idea where
the pitch was going when I started
throwing it,”’ he said. ““That came
with experience. As for confi-
dence, I know now that if I louse up
a game for some reason, I'm still

The statistics make it a very real
possibility that Randolph might
have replaced Mickey Rivers as
the permanent Yankee leadoff
man,

In his first 11 games at the top of
the Yankee lineup, Randolph went
to bat 53 times, 45 officially. He had
14 hits for a batting average of
.311, also three doubles, one triple,
one home run and six RBIs.

BUT THE STATS that make him
so valuable as a leadoff man were
12 runs scored and an on-base per-
centage of .396, made possible by
eight walks in 11 games. By star-
tling contrast, Rivers walked only
12 times in 137 games all last sea-
son.

Randolph’'s patience at the
plate, coupled with Rivers’ tenden-
cy to slash away, makes it likely
Randolph will remain on top and
Rivers will drop down in the line-
up. Mickey's RBI potential (he had
67 as a leadoff man last year) is an-
other reason for the move, one
which Randolph would welcome.

"I feel comfortable batting lead-
off,"”” Willie said. *‘I've always bat-
ted at the top of the order. I like it
there. It's much easier to hit up
there than it is at the bottom.”

BESIDES BEING a patient hit-
ter, Randolph has a good sense of
his own strike zone for one so

Fire Engine Replaces
Limo tor Sparky, Bride

N+Ew YORK~It was far and away the social event of the season, the
we::ldmg of Mary Fontaine Massey to Albert Walter Lyle, the celebrated
relief pitcher of the Yankees, better known as Sparky.

After the ceremony at the Marble Collegiate Church in downtown

‘Mapha_ttan, ]:he newlyweds stepped out into the street and discovered
their limousine had been replaced by a 1936 fire engine.

The newlyweds and their wedding party rode on the fire engiﬁe toa

reception at McTeague’s, attended by Lyle's teammates and Yankee
Owner George Steinbrenner.

“It’s quite a surprise,’” practical joker Lyle said of the fire engine,
“but frankly it’s not as bad as I expected.”

The following night, Lyle was back in the Yankee bullpen, where he
resided as king with six saves and one victory in his first nine appear-

ances. PHIL PEPE
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THAT MIGHT be just a hint of

going to be back out there the next

night.”

Hough wasn't always a knuckle-
ball pitcher. In fact, he wasn't al-
ways a pitcher. He started his pro-
fessional career as a third base-
man. It was Lasorda, then a man-
ager in the club’s minor league or-
ganization, who convinced him to
try pitching.

LATER, AFTER hurting his
arm, he tried the knuckleball, with
the urging of Lasorda and scout
Goldie Holt.

““Without a knuckleball,” said ~

the 29-year-old Hough, “I'd be
punching tickets at Hialeah Race
Track."

Interesting, in his first major
league game, he got out of a jam
by striking out Willie Stargell with
the bases loaded. On a fast ball,
yet.

In San Diego on April 26, he en-
tered a game in the ninth inning
with runners on first and second,
no one out and the Dodgers lead-
ing, 4-1.

The batter was George Hen-
drick, a man to whom Hough never
had pitched. He threw nothing but
knucklers and got Hendrick on a
pop-up. Next was Doug Rader, a

Leadoff Hitter by

young (22). He can bunt, he can
steal (37 last year), he is a tough
man to strike out and he can swing
the bat.

Because of his good batting eye
and the big bombers that follow
him in the order, Randolph figures
he will get better pitches to hit.

“The pitchers have to throw
strikes,"”’ he reasoned. ‘‘'They don’t
want to walk me with all those
good hitters coming up.”

Sometimes the determination
not to walk a hitter makes a pitch-
er try too hard. That's when walks
result. Also Randolph's ability to
lay off bad pitches not only will in-
crease his walk total, but also will
give him a better selection of pitch-
es to hit.

RANDOLPH'S offensive skills
may be considered merely a

By RICHARD DOZER

CHICAGO-Don't give Richie
Zisk any of that business about
home-field advantage. He doesn’t
take to that theory at all. As far as
the new White Sox slugger is con-

cerned, there's no place like the

road.

Zisk and his fellow White Sox
were back to open their first long
home stand of the season on the
weekend. When Cleveland came to
town to get things started on Fri-
day the 13th (‘“‘Anti-superstition
night,” Bill Veeck called it), Zisk
was trying to clear his mind of
more-things than bad-luck omens.

He brought with him a .167 home
batting average, born of six hits in
30 trips to the plate in cavernous
Comiskey Park. Of his first 25 runs
batted in, only four were at home.

Of his first eight homers, only one

came in Chicago.

“] CAN'T WAIT to get out of
town,” Zisk had said when  the
White Sox set out on a 10-game trip
that started May 2 in Kansas City.

Little wonder. He was batting
over .400 everywhere but home.

“Here we are—only about a
month into the season, and I'm

man hé’d pitched to often, and he
ended the game by getting Rader

to ground into a double play—on a -

fast ball.

THREE NIGHTS later, in Dodg-
er Stadium against the Expos, he
appeared in the eighth inning with
the Dodgers ahead, 2-0, runners on
first and third, two out and Tony
Perez—‘‘the toughest hitter for me
to get out’’ —at the plate.

He went to 1-and-1 on Perez, then
tossed a knuckler high and inside
that caught Tony's bat for a strike.
He then caught Perez looking at
strike three to get out of the inning
and preserve the win for Tommy
John. ‘

“The biggest strike,”” said John
“was the one that hit Perez’ bat.”

Lasorda disagreed. .

“The biggest strike,” said the
manager, ‘‘was the one Perez took
with two strikes on him."

Dodger Dope: The Expos ended
the Dodgers’ eight-game winning

‘streak, 6-2, May 1. ... The Dodgers

still were batting .301 after their
loss to Montreal . . . The Dodgers
won 15 of 18 games against the
West ... Rick Monday and Montre-
al Manager Dick Williams had a
shouting match in the fifth inning

bonus. The Yankees wanted him
mostly for defense and he has
more than pleased them on that
end, giving them the kind of sec-
ond base play that merits compari-
son with all-time Yankee greats
like Tony Lazzeri, Joe Gordon and
Bobby Richardson.

His range and his ability to turn
the double play and to hang in
there in the face of flashing spikes
stamp him as one of the great
young second basemen in the
game,

In arecent game against Seattle,
Willie made a diving catch to take
a hit away and turn it into a double
play, the kind of play that could
only be called miraculous.

“Aw," said Martin, an old sec-
ond baseman of some reputation
himself, ‘‘1 would have been

mentally beat in this ball park al-
ready. [ suppose it's psychological,
but they take my strength away
here. [ showed them early that I hit
the ball in all directions. I'm not
just a pull hitter,

“I hit a ball the other day just to
the right of center field. It's at
least 400 feet, and it's a home run
everywhere else. But it's caught
here. I only know one other field
that would contain it—O'Hare."

Zisk also went down the line and
talked about homers he has hit in
such parks as Toronto, Oakland
and Detroit. At least three of them,
he said, would have been caught in
Chicago.

ALL OF WHICH doesn’t exactly
hasten Richie toward signing his
White Sox contract. He had
thought that Comiskey Park fen-
ces were to have been shortened in
the alleys and in the prohibitive
445-foot depths of center.

But Owner Bill Veeck backed off
on the advice of Manager Bob
Lemon, wio wants more room for
his pitchers. Once established, the
fences must remain the same for
the season.

Zisk gave the Sox an llth-hour
“hint” before the home opener.

Charlie Hough

May 1. Monday grounded out, but
caught his spikes in the dirt as he
started toward first. On one knee
in the batter’s box, he said Williams
shouted obscenities at him from
the dugout. Williams denied it. "I
didn't like him when I played for

~him,"” snapped Monday, "and this

only intensifies my feelings.”

Accident

standing in front of the ball.”

In case you don't know Martin,
he was only kidding.

Yankee Doodles: Catfish Hunter
came off the disabled list and
pitched vs. the Angels on May 4,
the first day he was eligible. It was
his first appearance since opening
day. . . . Gabe Paul was released
from the hospital and was recuper-
ating at his home in Tampa. He
did, however, manage to use the
telephone to become involved in
the deal that brought Mike Torrez
to New York. Torrez was late re-
porting, missing one start and
being the center of a mystery. He
was home in Montreal, where his
wife, Danielle, had suffered com-
plications after birth of their first
child, lannique Michael John Tor-
rez.

His first homer of the season in To-
ronto five days earlier barely
cleared the 400-foot sign in dead
center. In Chicago, it would have
been an easy out.

The question becomes: will it be
more expensive now than it would
have been in spring training to sign
Zisk? Neither he nor his agent,
Jerry Kapstein, will tip their col-
lective hand. But it has become
clear that Comiskey Park is not
going to be a Zisk favorite with its
present contours.

IT HAS BEEN reported that he is
asking at least a three-year pact at

- $200,000 per. By now the price may

have gone up. He appears headed
straight for the re-entry draft. It
may be assumed, however, that

- Veeck is too smart to let that hap-

pen. He has two ways to avoid it:
sign him by June 15, or trade him
to any of several American League
teams which see him as the differ-
ence between a title and failure.
June 15 is the trade deadline.

But Zisk has a warning to those
who may wish to use him as a des-
ignated hitter. He insists that’s not
his role.

“I tried it a couple of times in

(Continued on Page 22, Column 1)
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'Bucs Expecting Bids for Keystoner Randolph

PITTSBURGH-The decision
belongs to Joe Brown and Danny
Murtaugh. From now until the end
of the winter meetings in early De-
cember, the Pirates’ general man-
ager and field manager will re-
ceive numerous offers for Willie
Randolph.

Okay, you might say, who is Wil-
lie Randolph? Is he another Bill
Mazeroski. Is he another Rennie
Stennet?

Randolph is a 21-year-old second
baseman who, rivals feel, has the
ability to play regularly with most
big league clubs.

RANDOLPH'S minor league
credentials are impressive. His
brief fling with the Pirates was not
impressive, but nobody talks nega-
tively about this young man who
grew up in Brooklyn and learned
how not to play baseball by watch-
ing the Mets of the early '60s.

Jim Marshall

HOUSTON-Early specculation
was that the Astros, bidding to im-
prove on 1975's last-place finish,
would trade either Bob Watson or
Chff Johnson, their top offensive
performers.

General Manager Tal Smith said
such is not the case.

“I don't feel we have to trade ei-
ther man,” Smith said. “Just the
opposite, in fact. At the moment, |
would consider Watson our No. 1
first baseman and Johnson our
catcher.

““Both these men have big bats
and you don't find those kind of
bats easily,” Smith continued.
“And we need big bats. Barring a
trading situation which would en-
able us to replace one of those bats,
I think you'll find both men with us
next vear,"

JOHNSON, seeing mostly part-
time duty, led Houston in home
runs with 20. Watson topped in
RBIs with 85.

The problem is that both are hest
suited defensively to first base,
and only one man can handle the
position regularly.

Johnson doubles as a catcher,
but has never spent a full season at
that position. Bill Virdon, who be-
came Astro manager August 19,

Brown may not want to give up
Randolph at any price. Then
again, he might be willing to deal
Randolph if the Pirates can obtain
a good young pitcher. Not just any
pitcher, but a pitcher with a big fu-
ture, because Randolph is sup-
posed to have a big future.

Here's what rival scouts and
general managers say about Ran-
dolph: “Can make the double play
pivot as well as any second base-
man in the big leagues right now,.
. . . Steady fielder who should be
able to hit .270 or higher in the big
leagues and draw more than 60
walks a year."”

IF RANDOLPH were a shortstop
or third baseman, Brown probably
would give no consideration (o
dealing him.

In Pittsburgh, Stennett has put a
padlock on the second base posi-
tion and he is only 24 years old. The

CHICAGO-=The bullpen, said
Jim Marshall, ''is our greatest
need. But let's just call it pitch-
ing,"" he added in starting out his
assessment of the 1975 Cubs and
separating the good news from the
bad.

“There can be no doubt that im-
provement of the pitching staff is
our main goal. As a manager, [ feel
we must make a move . .. a major
trade. We cannot stand still.”

It wasn't that Marshall was com-
pletely disenchanted with his
moundsmen. “"Burris won 15
games and was coming on at the
end,” he noted. ""Reuschel's rec-
ord (11-17) was not indicative of
the real him, and Stone was never
the same after missing a month be-
fore the middle of the season.”

THUS HE feels there is hope for
Ray Burris, Rick Reuschel and
Steve Stone,

“Bill Bonham, on the other
hand, still has not achieved all he
wants to,”” added Marshall.

And because the Cubs’ brain-

gave Johnson considerable late-
year experience behind the plate,
and the muscular Texan is playing
winter ball in hopes of mastering
the position,

[f Johnson can make the grade
at catcher, Milt May would seem
to be a ripe possibility for trading
as Smith and Virdon begin rebuild-
ing the Astros.

May, the regular Houston catch-
er in 1974 and '75, disappointed
both offensively and deflensively
last season. However, at 25 May
still may have his best years
ahead. And he has proven himself
as a regular, something Johnson
has yet to do (or have the chance to
do).

SMITH CONSULTED frequently
with other club officials during
World Series activities, but no
deals have been firmed vet.

Third baseman Doug Rader’s
name was mentioned frequently
during the Series. The Houston
captain had a subpar season offen-
sively and was handicapped by ail-
ing feet defensively.

Enos Cabell, a utility man ac-
quired from Baltimore last winter,
replaced Rader much of Septem-
ber and Smith said, “I don't think
we absolutely have to find a new

By CHARLEY FEENEY

Pirates traded Dave Cash to the
Phillies for pitcher Ken Brett two
years ago to make room for Sten-
nett as an every-day second base-
man,

Murtaugh believes Randolph
can play third base in the big
leagues, bul it’s doubtful if he
would be as valuable at third as he
is at second, where he 1s con-
sidered outstanding.

In Randolph's lone start at third
base in the last game of the season
in St. Louis, he made three errors.

Randolph is unusual for a young-
ster. He is well grounded in the
fundamentals of the game. There
are some Pirates nearing 30 who
still are short on fundamentals.

HERE ARE some guesses of the
offers Brown will receive for Ran-
dolph, who batted only .164 (10-for-
61) with the Bucs after leading the
International League al Charles-

ton with a 338 mark before he was
brought up in late July.

The Yankees may offer Sparky
Lyle. The Giants might offer Jim
Barr, The Braves might offer Carl
Morton. The Royals might offer
Amos Ots, or an outstanding
pitching prospect,

A few vears ago, the Pirates
were in a similar situation with
Milt May, a 20-year-old backup
catcher to Manny Sanguillen,

May rusted on the bench in 1971
and 72, At the end of the 1973 sea-
son, Brown sent May to Houston
in a swap for Jerry Reuss, who
wis the team’s biggest winner (16
and 17 games) in cach of the last
two seasons.,

IF RANDOLPH is with the Pi-
rates next April, Murtaugh will
have to make a decision. Should he
return the youngster to Charleston
where he can play every day, or

Marshall Plan Calls for New Faces

By RICHARD DOZER

trust has not found anything of ex-
treme promise in the farm system,
'76 spring training undoubtedly
will find at least two new hurlers
gained in trades.

John Curtis, the Cardinal
lefthander, was among those being
mentioned as a possible acquisi-
tion. But when the Cubs gave up
Don Kessinger to the Redbirds for
reliever Mike Garman, a
righthander, one problem perhaps
was solved.

The Cubs still have their eyes on
Sparky Lyle, the Yankees' relief
ace, who could be the lefthander
they feel they sorely need.

With the trade of Kessinger,
however, the Cubs might have
blown their chances to nab Lyle.

TO UNDERSTAND how impor-
tant it is for the Cubs to trade for
pitching, one needs only to hear
Marshall's critique of how well his
hitters and fielders did—while the
mound staff wound up worst of the
24 at 4.49. ""We've got to get that
figure under 4,00, even though our

By HARRY SHATTUCK

third baseman. It may be that Cab-
ell and Rader can play the position
well for us next season.”

A major problem on the infield is
that second baseman Rob An-
drews, shortstop Roger Metzger
and third baseman Rader-all con-
sidered above average defen-
sively—batted under .230 com-
bined. A team often can survive

i

Bob Watson

park has a bearing on it,"" he said.

Marshall's look at the pluses:

“1 said in spring training that
Bill Madlock would be a 300 hitter,
but when he led the league with
304, that has to be a d0-point
bonus,” he said.

“I surely couldn’t have dreamed
that Manny Trillo would drive in 70
runs for us while playing so well at
second base. He was just super,

“Kessinger had a good year and
even hit 10 triples. And, in answer
to a question I've been getting la-
tely, yes, he still could have played
shortstop for us. We didn't trade
him just for the sake of making a
deal.

“Andy Thornton came on so well
at the last, I'd like to think he can
start where he left off.”

THORNTON, the first baseman,
hit most of his 18 home runs in the
last seven weeks of the season,
belting five in one six-game
stretch. He wound up batting .293
and is looked upon as the Cubs’
next J0-or-more home run man,

with one or even two inficlders so
unproductive at the plate. But
three?

ANDREWS DID rally from
below 200 to finish at .233 in his
rookie year and Smith said, "I be-
lieve he can play defensively in the
major leagues, but we just have to
find out if he can hit."

Metzger is considered the back-
bone of the team by many Houston
officials, and it is unlikely the club
will part with its shlick-fielding
shortstop.

The outfield seems solid with
Cesar Cedeno, Greg Gross and Wil-
bur Howard. All are voung, hit for
average and have good speed. The
one problem is that only Cedeno
among the three boasts power and
he is not primarily a long ball
threat.

That leaves pitching as Smith's
No. 1 priority. "“Pitching depth and
guality: we've simply got to im-
prove our pitching,” the GM said,
repeating statements heard often
during Houston's disappointing
season.

Astronotes: Roy Hofheinz, who
lost control of his Astrodome em-
pire in midseason because of

should Murtaugh keep him and let
him sit behind Stennett, who plays
in more than 150 games every
year?

Meanwhile, Brown and Mur-
taugh will have an open car to any
offers for Randolph.

Pittburgers: The PPivates plan to
do more winter promoting than in
past years. They picked up in their
promoting last winter and a bigger
promotion plan is in the works in
the hopes of reaching 1o million in
attendance next year, The Buces hit
1.0 million in 1971 —the first full sea-
son they played at Three Rivers
Stadium. Their attendance this
yvear was just under 1.3 million. . ..
There’s a rumor that Brown has
decided to schedule some midweek
day games next April and May.
The Bucs don’t draw well at night
early in the scason-even when
they get a break in the weather

on Cub Hill

Andy, weakened carly by a wrist
fracture, led the club this year.

Marshall looked upon Jose Car-
denal’s 34 stolen bases as “"what we
expected' and Jose's 317 batting
average another bonus, He pointed
out, too, that Jerry Morales'™ 91
runs batted in, which gave Jerry
the club leadership two years run-
ning, ""has made believers out of a
lot of people—including us."™

Getting a brief September look
at Joe Wallis, rookie center fielder
who batted 286 with five extra-
base hits and played dazzling de-
fense, was something else Mar-
shall had not counted upon, Wallis
1s & switch hitter, but he's a natu-
ral lefthander, and that's the side
from which he got all but one of his
16 hits.

Marshall and his staff intend to
watch Wallis closely in the Arizona
Instructional League to  decide
whether to turn him back into a 100
percent  lefthander—and  equally
important: to see if he fits in their
plans for "76.

Watson, Johnson Figure in Astro Rebuilding Plans

crushing debts, failed to meet an
October 15 financial requirement
which could have enabled him to
regain control of the Astros. FFel-
low directors Sidney Shlenker and
T. H. Nevland, representing credi-
tors, now are free to sell the club
and some related properties at a
fixed price, reportedly about $19
million.
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Anderson Gets
His Vindication

DETROIT—0Outside the manager's office, the celebration
was predictably raucous The Detroit Tigers hadnl bathed in
champagne in 12 vears

Sparkey Anderson walched more than part:c:palea

Dave Rozems and Jack Morms spraved each other Randy
O™Neal, the rookie pitcher who won the American League East
Division clincher in s first major-league
start, was one of the first 1o be doused. Lance
Parrish walked around more thao an hour
later. soaking with champagne but still wear.
ing his shinguards, and Owner Tom Monagh-
an was drenched with & cooler of ice water

That s how the Tigers celebrated their trr
umph—with 22 cases of champagne, plenty of nose and raw
emotion

"1 didnt know whether to laugh or cry.” said Darrell Evans
“What | really wanted to do was sit in the stands the iast two
innings 50 | could iet everylhing go ~

The quiet contentment of the champonship belonged to An-
derson. He couldnt avoud the spray of victory. In facl. he was
the one bloodied casualty as an overexuberant Kirk Gibson cul
him on the head duning & dunking But Anderson staved on the
fringe of the party as much as he could

“"They questioned me after Cincinnati,” he said, “bul no ane
will ever question me again. Thal's the most gralifying thought
| carr think of. Ever since | was fired. ['ve wanted 1o prove il
was wrong Ii's been burming inmde. Now ['m satsfied ['ve
never been.more satisfied with a season in-my life ™
" The Tigers were hardly surprise winners in the East. By the
end of May, they had a record 3155 start and were well on their
way But Anderson found himself 10 an awkward posinon after
the start, almost as if he had to justify what it meant for the
Tigers &and the rest of the pennant race

"] dont know why we have lo keep apologizing for w.” he
said “All I hear is that if the Tigers hadnt gotten off to & 355
stari. they wouldn® have won. | always thought the season [ast-
ed [62 games Don't the first 40 count®”

The Tigers head into the plavofls with a healthy team. but 3
tew dilemmas all the same Alan Trommell was their only
major ailment of the season (tendinitis in hes shoulder), but he
refurned in mid-August. and his arm strength has increased
stendily. Most of the questions pertained 1o pitching. the fore
most being the postseason rolation With three pitchers ( Miit
Wilcox, Dan Petry and Jack Morrig) reaching 17 viclories al
virtually the same time. Anderson had his choice.

“We're going fo wail awhiie before deciding” he said "It
could be decided on their final outings ™~

With much of the early atiention directed toward Morris and
Petry, Wilcox was lefl alone o piece together his best season

Morris was 10-1 by the first of June. Pelry had 14 victories by
the end of July. but both stalled for. varyving amounts of time
Morris went into the streich feeling fit, but Petry had 1o be
pulled from a scheduled start for the first tme 10 three yvears
because of a twinge in his shoulder

That's why the Tigers went inlo their two potential division
chaching games wilh rockies on the mound Roger Mason
opened @ senies with a 7.3 victory over Milwaukee, but the
magic number slood al onc as Toronto ovoded elimination by
coming from behind against Boston

But the next night, there were no surprise endings 1l the
Tigers won. the division Litie was theirs

U'Neal. who was calied up from Evansville after the Amert-
can Association season ended, blanked the Brewers on four hits
for seven wnnings. Willie Hernandez came on to post his 3ith
SIVe 1IN 45 MEny opportunities

Tiger Tales: Since the All-Star break, Wilcox had the best
record among Detroit starters at %1, but Juan Berenguer had
the lowest carned-run average at 3.06 O'Neal was drafied
five imes before finally signing with Detroit. ] wanted (o got
Close to my business degree (at the University of Flonda) be-
fore signing.” he €aid. “I can depend on baseball all my life
I'd like o be a stockbroker © . The wronic part of the Tigers'
celebration was their postigame meal pizza. but no! from the
Domino’s chain owned by Monaghan Lou Whitaker contrib-
uled the first grand slam of his career the mght before the
Tigers chinched the division

TOM GAGE

Young Pitchers
Could Sway Houk

BOSTON—Ralph Houk still hasnt decided whether he wants
te return in 1985 as manager of lhe Boston Red Sox, bul his
three young righthanded plichers could make the choice for
him.

The performances over the last three months of Roger Cle
mens. Al Nipper and Qil Can Boyd have indicoted that the
future is bright for the Red Sox. end that could tip the scaies in

tavor of Houk returning for his fifth season.

Houk. 65, planned to sit down with the Red Sox management
u;;ﬁlast week of the season and try to make up his mind about
1985

"l see no problem as far as the club is concerned in Raiph
coming back.” General Manager Lou Gorman said. 1 think he
wanis 1o come back, bul there may be personal reasons that
would change his mind ™

Houk retired after the 1978 season, when he guided the De
troit Tigers to an 8676 resord. Boredom set in. and he found he
was miserable in his two years out of baseball. When the Red
50x offered him the managing job for 1981, he jumped at the
chance to return to the big leagues.

When Houk left the Tigers, he left behind four 1978 rookies
who would go on to become the nucleus of the 1984 American
Leagur East championship club—Alan Trammell. Loy Whi-
taker, Lance Prrrish and Jack Morrs

Thus year, rookies Clemens and Nipper. plus the 24¢year-old
Boyd. have shown signs thal they could carry the Red Sox to a
pennant in the near future,

Clemens (34), now ou! of action with a slight muscle tear in
his forearm. averaged almost nine strikeouts @8 game in his 20
starts He was 60 after July 14

Nipper, who didnt get into the starting rotation until June,
was 105 overall and 92 since July 1. Boyd, after being sent to
the minors when he struggled in April and May, has bounced
back to rawse his record to 11-10. He was 10-5 since June 20.

I's been many years since the Red Sox had three outstand
ing pitching prospects. Mike Brown is another young prospect,
although he struggled this vear while being in and out of the
rotation and back and forth between the Red Sox and the
minors

Are the Red Sox on the verge of something big? Houk ap
parently thinks s0, and that's why the Red Sox expect him to be
back in 1985

Sox Footnotess The Sox equaled their 1983 victory total when
they won No. 78 in New York on September 16. . . . Righthand-
ed pitchers Rich Gale and Hm Dorsey (the Sox purchased his
contract) and catcher Marc Sullivan were brought up from
Pawtucket after that club won the International League cham-
pionship Gale got an immediate start against Toronto. and he
fcked up a victory by working five innings Sullivan was be
hind the plate in New York and singled home Boston's fifth run
n 8 53 victory.

With two weeks remaining in the season, Jim Rice had 17
RBls and a chance to lead the majors in that category. Tony
Armas led the majors with 39 home runs and Dwight Evans

was No. 1 with 116 runs scored. Rice finished with 11 RBls for
the year in Yankee Stadium. He drove in four runs in his New
York finale . = With seven home games lefl, the Sox had a
i8-36 record in Fenway Park and their attendance was down
93.000 from 1883, when they drew ],782,285.
JOE GIULIOTT1
‘m Gantner Pondering
Re-Entry Draft
MILWAUKEE —Looking at the statistics, Jim Gantner had &
VEry Ro0d SCas0n
The Milwaukee Brewers second baseman looks 8l some
thing else the standings
"It was no fun al all.” he said of a season in which the
Brewers, American League champions (wo years ago, tumbled
into last place. "From day one until now, when it's almost over
with. 1t was no fun, especially when you know you're a better

team than yvou've been showing. | think there's mmahing"

missing We were hurt by a lot of injuries, but [ think there was
one ingredient missing for us 10 finish this far under 500, I
think 1t's something management will have to sit down and
look al over the winter

"You dont get this bad in one season withoul some reason.
We did have some key players hurt, sure, but we aren’ that
bad, not 1n my opinion. | can see losing some key players and
not winmng the pennant, but not fintshing this low, Something's
not jelling ™

What's missing® 1s it Manager Rene Lachemann's fault?

“1 don want to commen! on that,” Gantner said. "That's not
my job to decide | expec! some key trades over the winter
Maybe there’s the ingredient we're missing Maybe we could
get itin a trade | donl know, bul we're missing something.”

The Brewers could be missing Gantner ,next season, but
that's nod likely He will be eligible for free agency at the end of
the season and certainly would draw some interest in the re
entry draft.

The Brewers, however, don wanl to lose the feisty infielder,
and General Manager Harry Dalton said that he thought they
were close to agreeing on a contract. Gantner agreed that they
were closer to an agreement after Dallon o some no-
trade provisions, but he indicated that there was still a possibi)-
ity of filing for Iree agency.

“] have to do that to protect myself.” he said.

In a season thal hasn'l produced too many candidates,
Gantner has been the Brewers' most valuable player. He has
been their most consistent hitter all season and remains a key
player in their defense There are no statistics to show his

value as a player who doesnl know the meaning of the word
quit, even when his team is 3314 games out of first place.

Still. his batting average. which had been around 300 ali
seasorn, took &8 dip in the middle of September, falling below
230. The slide started right after he hil 8 game-winning home
run in Baitimore. '

Was he swinging for the fences®

“I donY think s0,” he said “I'm just not swinging well right
now. I'm swinging at bad pitches. | know it might look that
way, but I'm not up there trying to hit home runs. A guy goes -
through four or five of these a year You try not to let them go
for any iong period. then you're all right. Last vear, | didnY hit
well the last week. Maybe this year I'll finish the other way. "~

Foaming Over: Robin Younl who regained a share of the
team home-run iead with his 14th of the season. ended the
season as the team's designated hitter. He did not play shori-
stop because of the shoulder problems that have bothered him
since midseason. . . . Bob Gibsom, a disappointment when he
spert a little more than a month with the Brewers at midses- -
son, made an impressive return after he was recalled in Sep-
tember. After lgsing to the Orioles despite pitching we!l at Bal-
timore. he beat them with a two-hit shutout in his second start.

- Jim Kern, who spent the last half of the season with tHe
Brewers’ farm club in El Paso (Texas), was signed to a cop-
tract in mid-September and responded with two impressive
outings. In his first outing. the Brewers clocked several fas!
bails at 84 mph. He didn't throw any siower than 90

" TOM FLAHERTY

Randolph Could Be
On Trading Block

NEW YORK—Of the npumerous decisions facing the New
York Yankees during the off-seasorn, the situation involving
second baseman Willie Randolph may be the most perplexing.

Randolph has been one of the few constants in the ever
changing Yankees scene during the pasi nine years In facl
he's the senior Yankee in terms of continuous service. Ron
Guidry spent parts of the 1875 and 1976 seasons in the minors
but Randolph, acquired from the Pitisburgh Pirates in Decem
ber of 1975, has been the regular second baseman since 1976,

Randolph has had an outstanding career with the Yankees
and has established himself as one of the American Leagues
best leadoll hitters. The Yankees realize that trading him
would be o gamble, but there are certain factors which are
being considered:

® Randolph will be 31 next season. _

® The Yanks hope to trade for an established pitcher and ag -
outfielder. and Randolph would be an attractive commodity. .

¢ Randolph's trade value probably would diminish by next ~
season. He has had g fine yvear, entering the final week with &
baiting average in the 230 range and ranhin.g among the
league jeaders in on-base percentage. .

® This could be the Yankees' last chance to tr&de him. After
nexi season, he would have velo power over trades by viffue n_{ :
having 10 years in the major leagues, (Be past hive with the
same team. :

Those reasons. combined with the fine performance of sec
ond baseman Rex Hudler at Columbus (Imternational). promps
ed rumors thal Randolph would be traded during the winter.
Hudier. 24, batted .292 for Columbus and is regarded as a defen-
sive specialist

“I've heard rumors for so many years aboul being traded
that] don1 listen to them anymore.” said Randolph. “I've been
a Yankee for a long time, and I'd like {o sthy. | hope the rumors
are just rumors.”

Randolph, whose current contract extends through the 1885
season, said he doesn feel his best years gre behind him

"I've had a good year this year, and 1 know | have a lot of
good vears left.” he said. “I've been around a long time. but I’ ra
not old ”

Randolph. whose arrival in 1978 p]a;,md a role in the ‘fr.'an-
kees' first pennan! since {964, has been around for ail the years
of controversy. During his nine seasong, the Yankees have
made nine managerial changes and had six different general
managers. Randolph has had approximately 150 teammates,
and he and Guidry are the oaly remaining players from 1978
the last time the Yankees won the World Serjes.

Randolph has played 125 or:more games in ail but one of his
eight full seasons, excluding the strike-shortened 1981 season
He had a 272 career batting average entering this season

According to scouts, Randolph has lostia little range at sec
ond base byt still is regarded as an above-average secand base-
man. cutstanding &t meking the double play and a fine leadof!
hitter. If the Yankees make him available, there certainly
would be interest among other teams But Randolph is hoplng
that he isnT available.

Yaokee Doodles According to researeh by Yankees p..lbl.'l-
cists, Dave Winfield and Don Marttingly headed into the finai
week of the season with & chance to betome the first teams
nmtuinﬂyurstﬁhﬂﬂiﬂnthlgb&r hit 20 or more homers
and drive in 100 or more runs in |837. a pair of teammate
combos—Yankees Lou Gehrig and Joe DiMaggio and Cardh
nals Joe Medwick and Johnny Mize—achieved those levels

(Coatisoed oa Page M, Colnn 1)
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::antnme'l“:mm Wﬂmmmlnﬁ Syra-
cuse (Interoational) farm club, then wound up in Toroato in
- mid-August of 1884 when Jim Acker wenl oo the disabled list.

He bad an 02 recond for the Jays and amounted to an 11th
man oo a 0-man szff when the season ended, although he
worked 11 innings and earned his first save in (he major
leagues. He bad been 10 in 12 gamves with the Seattie Mariners
late {p the 1982 season, but did not get a save.

This spring, Musssiman earned his spot on the roster by

&n earned-run average of 0.56 in 15 innings in Florida.

He bas become effective by adding & pew pitch, 8 compromise
between a forkbell and a split-finger fastball

“When | talked (0 Al Widmar (the Jays' pitching coach) at
the end of last season he sugpested | work on an ofl-speed
pitch.” sakd the 30-yearold righthander, who had been primars-
Iy a tasthalbslider pitcher.

He went to the Dominican Republic to play winter bail, bul
returned after a month with a tender elbow. Later, he joined
the Barquisimeio team in Venemela, where he perfected the
new pitch

1 worked on changing my grip on the ball with our pilching
coach (Pablo Torreaiba),” said Mussetman. “The big thing was
to throw it with the same-arm action as a fastball, and 1o gel an
Idea of what to expecL

“I call'it a forkball I donY push it as far back belween my
index and middle finger as 1 would with a split-finger pitch, but
it's an off-speed pitch, and it has'real good movement.

“When | went to spring training. | started using it the first
day. | would throw it four or five times, then some fasthails, and
then the forkball again ~

As catcher Buck Martinez said, “He doesnl even have to

throw it for a strike. He just has to show it to the balter ™

Musseiman said be wasn worried about making the roster
when be read aboul the Jays acquiring Bill Caudili and Gary
Lavelie as stoppers in the bullpen.

“It showed me the Toronto organization wanted the besi,” he
said “] thought if 1 could get another pitch. | had & chance 1o
miake the club.™ -

Jays Chatter: Switch-hitting shortstop Tony Fernandez was
hitless righthanded until he collected two safelies in the Jays’
final exhibition game. He finished with a .148 spring average.

. Willhe Aikens led the team with a 3458 and shared
theduhmmmhnum-ithjmﬁarhﬂimhﬁmhl
. . . Damaso Garcia hit .333, and did oot have a walk in 57 times
at the plate. . .. The Jays were 189! in spring training, the best
recard in the They lost two of three games with Mil
waukee at BC Place in Vancouver, drawing an announced
65,000 for those games under the dome. Last year, the B.C
series attracted more than 100,000,

Shortstop Manny Lee, 18, s the youngest player in team his-
tory to be on the roster. . .. The opener in Kansas
City marked the time either Lee or outfielder Lou Thorn-
ton, 11, had been in a major league bail park. . . . The Jays
the B-man roster limit by placing outfielder Ron Shep-
the 15«day disabled list. He hag a strained right eibow.
Webster, who had a 342 spring average. stayed on
. Both be and Shepherd are out of options. . . .
the Jays' designated hitter against lefthanded pitch-
the rumway to the dugout at Royals Stadium in Kan-
City between at-bats in the season opener. " can sit down.
got to stand up, walk around, and stretch,” Burroughs said
“This is a great park because it has such 8 big runway. This
and Anabeim are the two best in the league.”

Dave Stish, who led the American
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Randolph Playing
With Painful Foot

NEW YORK—Second baseman Willie , whose per-
formance is regarded as a key to the New York Yankees'
chances, is resigned o playing with an aching foot and is trying
to adopl & "grin and bear it™ approach to the season.

Randolph is concerned about the condition of his right foot—
recently determined to be & stress fracture of the bail of his
fool—and is hoping it doesn hemmemethmgthutﬂl]lm:t
him out of the lineup.

Randalph was one of the few Tnnkmreguhnwhnddn‘l *

miss significant playing time during the team’ injury-go-round
exhibition season. Bul that may have been one of the most

ﬂmﬁﬂmlmﬂntesufmespﬂng.

“All the time | was playing, [ thought it was a bruise and |
could play through it.” said Randolph. "With about &8 week 1o go
in spring training. it was diagnosed as a stress fracture. By that
point, it was too late to do anything about it. 1If I had known
earlier, | would have rested and it would have had a chance to
Eet better. Rest is the only treatment, but the beginning of the
season isn a time (o start resting.” )

Randoiph's condition, and a knee injury to backup infielder
Andre Robertson, led to an unexpected bonanza for Juan Bonil
la. The former San Diego Padres second baseman, who missed
the 1984 season after drug-related problems, was signed by e
Yankees as & free agenl in January. With a week to go in
spring training. Bonilla was ticketed for Columbus (Interna-
tional). But then the decision was-made to keep Bonills as a
backup, enabling Manager Yogi Berra to give Randolph more
frequent rest

During the final days of spring training. Bonilla kept telling
reporters, “I'm still here, I'm still here.” When he boarded the
fight from Fort Lauderdale to Boston for the season opener, he
said, "I'm still bere-and getting closer.” And on opening day, be
said, “1 made it" Boailla reslizes, however, that he'll most like-
ly be sent to Columbus when Robertson returns.

Randolph, meanwhile, has no intention of watching anybody
else playing second base

“The doctors told me | probably can make the Toot any
worse by playing.” Randolph said “But as long as [ keep play-
ing. the chances are it won't get better. So I'm just going to deal
with the pain I've been putting pads in my spikes, and I might
£0 to a rubberspiked shoe because it won't burt as much ™

Randolph said tbe injury shouldnt affect his performance.
“1'm aware of the pain, but I dan still react on defenss and still

run the same.” he said “] might yell out every once in a while

because it hurts, but | can deal with that Il just keep taking
aspirin.”

And as long as the pain remains bearable, be plans to play
regulariy. “I've worked too bard to start missing a bunch of
games pow,” he sakl “I know my teammates are counting on
me. [T just do what [ bave to do.”

Randolph, who'll be 31 in July, is b his 10th seasen s
the Yankees' second baseman, and he and pitcher Roa Guidry
joke about whichk one-Is the senlor member of the team. Ran-
dolph leads in continvous service, but Guidry, who spent parts
of the 1§75 and 1976 seasons in the mibars, has four more days
of total service.

“When | first came to the Yankees, we were winners every
year,” said Randoiph, who in his first six seasons played oa five
American East ehamps, four pennant winners and two
Waorld Series champlons. “The last three years bave been kind
of disheartening, but 1 believe the team we have this year can
win again I want to be a part of it.”

Yankee Doodlex: The Yankees, se for a lefthanded
power hitter, were interested in Seatties Ken Phelps, but a
trade seemed unlikely. Except for Don Mattingly, the highest
home run total last season by a lefty hitler on the
roster was seven (Ken Grifley and Mike Pagiiarulo). . . . The
opening-day loss to Boston marked the fourth consecutive year
the Yankees dropped the opener. They've WO 210 opener once
in the last eight years. . . . Phil Niekro, the 46-yearold knuckle-
baller, has an 07 record in opening-day assignments. He
pitched four innings against Boston, allowing five runs, five
walks (two with the bases loaded) and two homers. Last year,
he walked as many as five batters in a game once in 31 starts.
Hedﬂniaﬂuwhﬁmmmmlnhmmm
inning.

mummmuwmnudmmmmmmm
season, they went hitless in the same game onty 10 times, and
the Yankees lost nine of the games. . . . Scott Bradley received
the James P. Dawson Award as the Yankees' outstanding rook-
ie in spring training. Previous winners of the award, first pre-
senied in 1836, Include Tony Kubek (1957), Tommy Tresh
(1962), Roy White {1966), Randaiph (1976) and Mattingly (1963).
Bradiey, who won a roster spot &s & utility player, was used as
a catcher, first baseman, third baseman and left flelder during

-
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H als0 see occasional action as a
spring training. He may see - pssartu desip-

Rotation Falls
To inspire Awe

CLEVELAND—Cleveland Indians Manager Pat Corraies
didn‘thlvtmp-unﬂarlhequﬁﬁmhm

“Yeah, I'd have to say thal” Corrales sald when asked if
the Cleveland club be took over on July 31, 1563, was the warst
with which he'd ever been associated “Those guys didn give a
damn about winning or losing They just wanted to be peid oo
the first and I5th

“And that team (#0-80 when CorTales Mike Fer-
mrmmmﬂﬂmwmmumthu

ter pitchers tired than what | bad in the bullpen fresh Of
course, Bert Blyleven npever pitched for me that year.”

Blyleven (7-10 in '83) was injured much of the lasi two
months of the season. Corrales’ other starters were Sutcliffe
(17-11), Sorensen (12-11), rookie Neal Heatoo (11-7) and Len
Barker (8-13), who was dealt to the Atlanta Braves three weeks
after Corrales arrived

Whal does all of that have to do with the state of (he Indians
In 18857 A rotation coasisting of those five pitchers had the
potential of being rock solid, an eiement the current Ceveland
team is

Corrales s painfully aware of ‘that Be also is prepared to
neutralize this weakness with a bullpen in which be has piaced
his full confidence.

nmmmvum Corrales said

Unfortunately for Corrales, be doesnt have quite the same
confidence in his starters. At the segson's ouotsel, Corrales
ranked his starters in this order: Blyleven, Vern Ruble, Don
Schulze, Heatop and Rick Bebenna, But be said, “The numbers
don really mean anything. Bert is No. 1, and the rest of them
are just in the rotation. Every fifth day yoo know who s going
to pitch, Blyleven, and [ doo't care whose turn it s | might
hear some compiaints, but that's the way it's going to work"

But it didnt work in the seeson opener world cham-
pion Detroit Corrales was presented with a perfect set of cir-
cumstances to test his pian,

But the first snafu was created by Blyleven, who left with two
outs in the fifth, trailing, 3-1. “TT take five or six good innings
from the other guys, but Bert's golng to have to go oine ance in
a while ™ Corrales had said earlier,

Yet all was not lost, because the Tribe got three runs off Jack
Mortis in the sixth to take a 43 lead Meanwhile Mike Jeffcoa:
and Waddel] heid the Tigers through

In the eighth, Waddell permifted a coe-out bicop single by

don't score,” he said Nevertheless, Corrales’ pian

" change merely becayse of ooe fajlure. At this juncture, he bas

few alterpatives. What's more, Corrales has oo desire to return
to the dog days of 1883

“1f we still had those starters with the lineup we have pow,
we cotld really do some damage * he sald “Bul there was no
way we couid keep sl those guys. We had o get some younger

pitching
Smeke Siguals: Trochie ioomed for Oeveland's already frag-
ile rotation when Bebenna felt a twinge in his right shoulder,
which was surgically repaired last May. Behenna was seat to
Dr. James Andrews in Columbus, Ga., who performed the

known when Behenna could take his piace in the rotation. His
first scheduled start was (o be April 20 against the New York
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| —— A.L. EAST
_Outlook Bleak =Eimsctiu®id® Slurby a Voter |
_For Vuckovich Eosmmueogmsoems Angers Rizzuto |

SUN CITY, Ariz— i ' ~ eighth season as the Yankee second baseman, has indeed be- -} - o
(ks pring was supposed 10 be Rollle Fingers arm. Buf (he  COmeasar * . FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.—Phil Rizzito was dsap

. veteran-reliever was making steady progress from the injury 1 think Willie ‘gets taken for gramed on this team, even o e March 10 but wa mage upset by & remark alieg. |
____that sidelined him at the end of last season. L overiooked sometimes, W was manag- edly made by & member of the Veterans Committee.

- inp-Oakinnd, I looke 1ue yelerain Lot ie N
der problems had been diagnosed as a tear in the rotator cuff. According to a published réport. an unnaified member

ed at-him-psthe-motor-ofthe
Randolph, in fact,jis the only Yankee who knows where he'll .
of the group that votes on veterans said, “If Phil Rizuto |

Angeles Lewis Yocum tions remain wide-gpen contests and even those who' know . I 1 &) . .
mmﬁmﬂ YO AT ey be playing aren' sure of their roles. w%ﬂiﬁﬁﬂgdﬁpmmmrmwﬁngﬂ {
. “They said it was a bad tear,” said Manager But Martin has made one thing clear: Randolph will play | 3.5 1he Hall of Fame,” said Rizzuto, who bas been a
The Brewers were waiting for Dr. Payl  day he took the job in January. s I've never been mad before. I can't believe somebody oa
— Jacobs, their team physician, to examine Willie is a toughl player, who plays the way I'd like every- the committee would say something like that If | find
Vuckovich, but they feared that surgery might be needed. body to play,” Martin said. “Hes a competitor. 1 remember out who it is, be might have a fight on his hands—but I'll
“l think it's likely,” General Manager Harry Dalton said  When he first came here (in 1876). I liked him right off the bat. make sare I have Billy Martin with me.” . * .
about surgery. “Buit we're not prepared to say until be's exam- ~ We bad great reports on him, so I knew what to expect. But you Ymumﬁwmmwfwmmm
T In. Our preference would be not 10 have surgery be- have to see & guy ms;ﬂ-.-'i hlmu:rﬂ:gﬂaidtﬂt campaigning for Rizmuto's election mrm’: tytars.wr
__;H*m'm"“imﬂﬂﬂ-FjﬁﬂEjP_“‘m mlg‘whe.- himsalf, and I knew we'd be set at MWRENMEHMEM:&M' a statement
. - . 1 ~ . . - - dé 1o o ’
successful return after rotator cuff surgery. [ season that played havoc with statistics, Randoiph has been a m:i;m jﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁmmfu&jﬂm
“They said it's & bad one.” said Don Money. “1'hope not. It ﬁW‘mtm‘mlhgﬁm ner said “In so many ways, the Hall of Fame is 8 wan-
Could be curtains. Not that many guys bave come back from 2 ond base bas usually been outsanding. - L derful thing but Sometimes it Iacks credibility and this is
“vmhm.hummmwmupuﬁ- mmﬁmmhw:;!?m“ﬁﬂmm ﬂ? “One thing is sure—Rizzuto, Pee Wee Reese and Luis
- “They say no one has ever come back from it” Vuckovich  know that, but to helir people say I'm a veteran ... Me?” Maybe Yansee fans should-boycort the Hall of Fame
€. sald “This could be the first. You never know.” - Randolph vividly tbat spring of 76 whed he was until the committee member who made that remark
Despite winning 18 games iast year, had prob- 8 kid from | trying to take his piace among a grolp of admits to it and then resigns—because until be does, it's
lems with his shoulder last September and lost his last two  Velerans, a team which hada't won a peanant in 12 years. the Hall of Shame to me.* S o
starts. He didn wina in the or World Series. “1 bad talked to Willie Stargell after 1 was traded,” said Ran- . MOSS KLEIN
're a winner. Act like a winper. That

season ih pain a lot-of times before. | second dase job is yours.' " - -I-ammmmm-mmﬁmmymﬁuﬂ
“] dont think this is something that happened last year. Randolph didn't take anything for gramted. With veteran  show I'm just as effective againSt them.” . ,
From what I understand, this has been going on a long time. jt  Sandy Alomar around, he knew he bhad to show Martin he Roenicke noted that 13 of his 21 homers came off righthand-
Asﬂtﬁml maybe I should ha TEMimMmm“wmw{ oy wis S ver 19 mmm
. ! out, ve gone (10 surgery) 'S8y - . ratio one every 19 at-bats against and
_ four, five years ago. I've been pitching in pain for four or five  could tell be was always watching out for me. Everyonceina  southpaws. = - .

years.". : while, he'd say something to encourage me. 1 knew he was an With rookie John Shelby doing so well this:spring, the Otioles
Vuckovich bad pitched in.one exhibition game before he had ~ ex-second baseman And If he didn't like what be was seeing. are overloaded with cutfieiders *1 don't know what they're
the shoulder examined. he'd let me know about it - going to do, but theyll have to do something because we'ee got -
“It was mentioned 1o me two weeks ago,” he said about the After the first few weeks of the camp, | got the feeling be  too many-cutfielders,” said Roenicke, regaryed as the Orioles’

examination. “It got to the point where I walked in and sajd,  had made up his mind 1 could do the job. : best defensive outfielder until Sheldy gets esablished.
‘It's pot- the way I want it to.' I thought I would be Yankee Doodles: Martin made a coaching change after the Lact seasqn Roenicke was usad extensively at all thres out-
able to it It didin't turn out that way.” weﬁﬁuhiﬁpmmmhﬂng?nglmm field positions and even played 10 games at first base ‘when
White as first base coach, with White assuming Yogis  Eddie Murray was injured. He’s used to moving around, bat coe

n mwb:ﬁﬁmm ﬂndmgm mmmmgmmmmm knock - : m I‘
. star ) that are : no X 00  of these years he would like to find a he'coullf call
placement wasn't a panic situation, however.- Roy,” Martin said, “but it's tough for a firsi-year coach toadjust  home. , ; L
i B e Bt Vo Yo - '
' “I'm very ou hate 1o see :
this happen to him. mﬁmmugmmmmm would happen.”
] The

gé
g
)
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“I doo™t think there's any need for a trade. ] think we have was the Pittsburgh baserunner, on an error by
the answer right here in camp In Chuck Porter, Freddy Mar-  Randoiph in the ,wlbﬂaﬂwwwﬂm first crack at it If Ford does not reclaim the job he eventually
tinez, Tom Tellmann -or Jim Slaton. Well just Jook closer at  first game this season in the New York area. “People  |ost late last season, then he eithier woald become Lowenstein's
them. | S keep asking me what I'vé Jearned about getting along with platoon mate or be usad in a deal “I'd love to play right fleld
Foaming Over: Ben Oglivie was the hottest of the red-hot  George (Owner Gedrge Steinbrenner),” Martin sald. “Well, | every day,” Roenicke said. “] think it would'be good forusand
Brewers, who won eight of their first'nine exhibition games. remember how he [oves to win the exhibition televised good for me.” T P ' :
Oglivie, who playad in six of the games, was batting 611 with  In New York SoI got everybody geared up for this one.” Roenicke hit 25 homers in 1878, but managed oaly 10 in 1880

and three in 1981 C ] |
- “T've always hit home runs in streaks.” he said, “but you like
t0 be consistent and I think ] was last year. 1 hit 270 for the
season and more than that with runners in scoring "
Roenicke's average with runners in scoring position was 330,
--third highest on the club. He ako had the second highest shug-
ging pércentage (498), the third highest on-base percentage -
S pom—— e i s
: MIAMI—Baltimore Orioles outfisider Gary Roenlcke Is com- yet to & part » Some-
TOMFLAHERTY 55 off the best yeariof his career'and figures it's about time he  thing ke hopes to accomplish this year.  © :
finds out what it's _like to be_an éveryday player. As openlag . - Bird Seed Altobeili prefers to carry three catchers, and
dsy draws closer, Bowever, the pbwerful righthanded hitter i utility man-Floyd Rayford projected himself into the picture by

Randolph a Plllar s bow he wil e usedby Joe Aliobel the oew manager.  AIting two bome runs In bis i ix scbacs 38 spring -

part-time role, was still hoping for a trade. “I like to play,” he
said. *1'd like to play every day, but that's just the way it is. This
is the job they want me to do, so1hat's what I'll have to do.”

“ With the injury to Vuckovich, the Brewers had two straight

- Cy Young Award winners sidelined by arm injuries (Fingers
was the first). When someone suggestad that pitchers might be
reluctant to accept the award In the future, Slaton said, “I'll
take it. I'm willing to risk it"

R
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i
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. contract o with a compro-
v : - : - error At-third base and was holding his own with the bat. He
Y| Of Yankee Quality s fve minues before an airation bearing, the Orloles 0 o imost certain to be inthe opening day ineup.
£ : : -u'smmwmﬂnmmhmm1hml t ! JIH .
mg:ﬂumﬁﬁp#ﬂavﬁa—mﬂm?um&#ﬂﬁ 'u:gg -w'mleﬁhmmumw 2 ! — '
derdale Stadium. Billy Martin, who bad replaced Bl Virdon as S0 74 rors patied 15 15 semton | TV average, 2t homers ‘Old Dude’ Cabell
manager in August, 1675, was discussing the outlook for the Roenicke logged career highs in seven different offensive Is Leftin Dark
upcoming season. categories, but to him the most significant was the tumber of e Ll T |
Martin said he liked Mickey Rivers, acquired from the Call  p.pate (353). “I'd Like to get 500 at-bats one year to see what I i : :
fornia Angeis, asa hitter, and Roy White was a perfect  cqp 3o, he sald midway through tralning camp. 1 don't want ' - : :
g i.ngu&r:-!sw:: ctive REI men. - - o woo't do Ive any good.” - B SR mﬁm‘ﬂ—iﬂmmmﬂhﬂﬁ
Fred Stanley and Jim Mason, but was- enthusiastic about the mﬁ?ﬂm}muﬁmmm Tor Brookens and Howard.Johnso are ahead of bim at
right fSeld piatoon of Lou Piniells and Oscar Gamble. The  they hit 45 home runs last year, but it wasn't s case of straight  urd base; Mike Ivie is the frontrunner at first Cabell: fits in
WMMHM?MM | ed hitter facing only leftbanded "ﬂnm - The uncertainty is new for Cabeil He's accustomed to being
asked Martin about the kid at second base, the  egger tobe restricted tosucharale! - - . - {Contianed ont Page 44, Columa 1).
P B T . . ok _ _.
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PHILADELPHIA—[t was the most
devastaung prich of Steve Carllon’s
career. The preces are still fluttering to
earth. it was a two-oul slider to 51 Lous
Carcinals utility infielder Tom Lawless in
the fifth innung June 21 Lawless, who was
looking for s first run batted 1n of 1986,
was batting against Cariton with runners
on first and second. He hit a rocket that
clattered off the fence in left. When
outfielder Jeff Stone dribbled the carom,
caicher Mike Heath came churming
around third and scored after barreling
into Darren Daulton at the plate

How devastating? That pitch ended
Carlton’s |4season career with the
Philhes. The play at the plate that resulted
from the pitch ended Daulton’s season.

Even as the runners were churning
around the bases, Phils Owner Bill Giles
had decided that he either must induce
Cariton to retire or hand hum his release
It became a test of wills in which Carlfon,
insisting that he can sull win o the
majors, refused (o retire dunng (wo
meetings with Giles. 50, on Jupe 23, the
Phillies’ owner tearfully severed the §1 |
million umbilical cord and said goodbye (o
a legend.

As (iles was meeung with the press n
a strange conference at which neither
Cariton nor any other uniformed member
of the organization was presenl. Daulton
was undergoing arthroscopic surgery at

N.L. BEAT

Lawless Showed Phils Carlton Was Finished

nearby Methodist Hospital Major
ligament damage was discovered, and he
will be lost for the rest of the season

The Cardinals’ luck was no betier Whal
Manager Whitey Herzog needed least as
his downtrodden defenders began Lo sur
was another Keyvanjury Naturally. he got
one when first baseman Jack Clark
suffered torn ligaments n his wnist He'll
be lost for at least 10 weeks Tronically. the
man Herzog recalled from Lousville
{Amerncan Association) to replace Clark
on Lthe roster was journevman Alan
Knicely, who was reieased by the Philhes
in sprng traimmng and picked up by the
Cardinals as a free agent Morearony
Ronn Reynolds, the former Mets calcher
called up by the Phillhies 1o replace
Caulton, homered in hus first at-bat [t was
his first major league homer

k i wr

Clubs have been getling around that
$100.000 bonus cetling that 1s the unofficial
maximum o be awarded June drafl
chowes by paying big-league wages [or
minor league work. At least one
frst-round pick witl earn 550000 in salary
in addition to a $100.000 bonus for playing
hall a season in Double A. And there's nol
a thing Commussioner Peter Ueberroth
can do about 1t unless he wants to send Bo
Jackson to Tampa Bay Speaking of
the best pure athlete (o come into baseball

since Wallie Mavs, when will the Nabona!
Leagd® stop living on 1t All-Star Game
chppings and awake {o the reality that the
Amerncan League 15 beanhng o even
which wav but up” With next month's
All-Star Game in the dingy Astrodome.
ptiching probably witl prevail. just a= 11 dwd
{wo years agoin San Francisco and last
vear (n Minnesota Those AL mashers
will give themselves hermas irving o hal
long ballsn a stadium in which the ball
carres ke the new {ax bill goes over in Jg
brokerage speciahzing o Individual
Retiremeni Accountis.

Jackson 1sn1 the first football star the
Rovals have landed by doing their
homework better than anybody else With
hie great speed. Willie Wilson projected as
an ™ L4ype turf plaver_a la Tim Raimnes
Hul all the N L clubs that worked him ouf
before the drafl were convinced the fleel
kid from New Jersey was headed (o the
Lmiversity of Maryiand o play Nanker
Undaunted, the Royals brought him (o
kansas Cily for 3 workoul, and he asked
1o meet some members of the National
Foothall League's Chiefs, who were
working out next door at Arrowhead
Stadiom One of them was All-Pro
linebacker Wilhie Laner Lamer tokd
Wilson that if he wanted (o be walking
wilhout a cane when he was 33, he should
choose baseball

Wilson's father informed the Rnvals

NEWARK, N —Two developments this
season, the rise of the Brston Red Sox and
the number of impressive AmMencan
League rookies. bring Fred Lynn to mind

The last ime the Red S0x won the
peanant was 1975 when a pair of rookies,
Lvon and Jim Rice, had sensational
seasons Rice. sull with the Red Sox, has
had a superb career and 1= nearing Hall of
Fame credentials But Lynn. the A L Most
“aluabie Plaver and Rookie of the Year
in 73 has been a relative disappointment

He has had a good career. but has
rarely approached the elegance of his
rookie season, when he achieved fevels
that any future Wally Joyner or Jose
Canseco will find hard o surpass

The obvious obstacle tn Lvnn's
post-rookle seasons s a senes of injures
There have been whispers thal he's slow
o recover from allments and that he
surely would have had better numbers ;*
he had remained with the Red 50x Al the
ume of his trade to Cabiforma in Januars
1981 Lvynn was a 352 hutter al Fenway
Park compared to his 280 mark awas
from Boslon

Compare Lvnn's {875 season wiih fus
last nine «easons, exclusive of
sirike=shortened [9%]

Year G E H HR HBI Awg
1475 145 133 175 20 s 33
TERS 132 R4 g Th Pl

Lynn has been an above-average
offensive plaver When healthy he s
among the top center fieiders But he
simply hasn fulfilied the prom:se of his
first season

Only in 1979, when he balted 313 10 |ead
the league and had 32 homers, |22 RBls
and 116 runs scored. did he fiash his

A.L. BEAT

“The '86 Phenoms: Will They Be Lynns or Rices?

rookie form In the other vears. with
Boston through 1980, with California the
next four seasons and for Balumore last
vear, he never exceeded 23 homers, #6

fowe be] slariers right now and
Haltimaores Slorm Daves, despie g
e re recnr G bl B on nedr iy oeeers
st M the Onoies con stay close the

RBIs or 89 runs And he has plaved more______combinaion of Daves and Mike Hoddiexes

than 142 games just twice the last me
1975
Thi= season. he has once again

encountered a senes of ailmenis Through
June. he had missed more than 25 percent
of Balumore's games The Orioles, who
had won 21 of 27 before Lvnn was injured
an June & proceeded (o jose il of 13

when Lyvnn got hurt, so did we, " <aid
Manager Earl Weaver LUnfortunatels
ikat haspeen the <inr 100 Many LIMes o
Lvnn's career

Trakland « Dave hngman added an
appropriate touch 1o his iasieiess career
when he had a gifl-wrapped ral s&nt 1o
heat writer Susan Fornof! The subseguen!
53500 Nine fevieg by the A= was
commendabie byl not stern ennugh T he
At pomng nowhere wnyuic be s 1o
elease Ringman befnre he nfecis
soungsiers sych as Jose Cansecn with ms
disturbed behavior [magine what
kinpman would have done with his afe of
he hadnt had the ahity 1o & home mons

When [var Delesys was callec up
from Calumbus nternational for o brief
fling =»:th the Yankees he b2came (he
2510 shorisiop the team has usec durning
the li-vear rewgn of second baseman
Wiilie Randolph “Somenmes. [ look over
there and I'm not sure who I'm goIng o0
wee " waid Randolph, who has had four
shoristop partners this season including
three none game on <everal oCcasions

Ask MOs! scouls [0 name the [rague =

— - = w——

could b g farce n e Sireich dras e
The BEed Sox have gy chanoe o wn the
divesion Ulle i what ~ shaping ap 4~ 3
daown vedr Inf the A b Fast Hub the Sox
need 1o make frades in hedp ther
U ry-plaguec mitohing “all and o baster
therr below-averaee bench and madequals
defense [!they don™ they won win
Foeep an Pye nn Seof! Bankhead Ranse-
oy w ronke Siphthander He = goaag oo
B emer Of the special ones T sl seeattle
(M Inck Baldersan who plased 1 =naje -
sigming Bankhead when he was wth the
Hovais 10 Toronin faiis out of reg st
cantentnn Dovie Ajexander wil b
Traded st kel o Atlania for o
seLnon with G M Hohby fog BMot a- ey
A he Blue Jass are sothin <irtkong

deatance Sius Dhin ot v wl D i e e v e
o,

- L L

Dl e eLmpntang f Jppee Bopherts oam
surceeded Hiuch (rmsage as The Yaneses
utipen are o g Inlioawes Daomggee s
Inalsies in ArOIeT TUIRDeT SNy TaRiT
3 [freegpent vy goe from The hparoe
winpdnT nf Cearpe Steqnbrenner Bopnert
pligihie tn ey free gpent after the [H9R7
segenn, nas paned Dase Woonfield g the
ap of Steiabrenner s glngiea s of
SCAPeRnals ang has Become ineTeasingy
disiurhed by the pubbic orilsm He mas
alen heen guietls Cpset thal the Yankess
neyer offered o resise The incentine
~lagses n s conlract after he agresd 1o
ENDATLIIe NS CATPRT ANG B0 10 the

15

that Wallhe had changed -~ mind and
wingld sign wilh them of the prce was
rght How much™ An econormucal $90 000
The same ntethigent approach- "=1hing
Jackson mungle with the arhietes in ther
clubhouse —won John Schuerholz the dav
The beauty of 11 s that ali the Rovals can
lome with their bold gamble = money
Thes <till have their top three drafl
choces 1T Jackson becomes o star, il will
be Like <tealing I he bombs, the club will
sufter no shppage whatsoever which s
far more than the psychologically
hattered Tampa Bay Bucs can claim

[ swear | read somewhere that the Mets
actually iost twn n a row [s that true?
When the San Francseo (nants drew that
roaring, jovous, sowsed crowd of 47 000 1o
walch them sweep the Houston Astros. |
wonder how many fans complaned aboul
the wind, the coid, the parking and the
high food price=? The greatl thing about 3
flled ball park = ail vou can s 15 people

Gary Matthews swears he did nothing
10 backstab fired Cubs manager him Fres
and | believe him Sarge 1s o world-class
rlubhouse [awyer who will call an owner
and chew the fat every dayv of the guy will
el e Bl Cdes dod in Philadelphia and
wimilar rumors surfaced aller Pat
{"orrales was Nired Malthews does a ot of
rapping and complaming about his
stluabion, bul he = ool 2 backstabber
Sarge sust hkes o takk o the boss

_ - T
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Muilpeen Foghet amaeng he nuessh vilal
Foankess ~oanphtnon the tearmososalars
SankaniEs his season gt 577 W cwhich s
L2550 e than PO A Raen s riars
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