Pistol Pete Fires Fusillade

in Tribe Pinék-Hfttiﬁg ?ROI?

. Reiser Reaches Base Eight Times in Row;
McCosky, Tebbetts Alsc Add Bench Punch

By HAL LEBOVITZ
CHICAGO, 1L

Leo Durocher, the New York
Giants’ manager, whose charges
were testing the Cleveland In-
dians daily during the closing
stages of the training season, calls
the Tribe:

“A very sound ball club, much
sounder than in any of the pre-
vious springs we’'ve traveled to-
» gether.” _

One chief reason for the im-
provement, says Durocher, 1s “a
better bench—Pete Reiser.”

Last season, pinch-hitting-wise,
the Tribe’s bench was almost non-existent. Only the
Browns wound up with a worse pinch-hitting rec-
ord. The Indians’ pinch-hitters averaged a sickly
173 for '51. Only Birdie Tebbetts’ 455 kept the Tribe ahead
of the last-place Browns in the pinch-hitting department.

Now the Tribe bench has been strengthened by the ac-
quisition of Reiser, and what a spring the Pistol man has
had. As if shot from a gun himself and still smoking, he
reached first base in eight .successive appearances as a
pinch swinger. He missed out the ninth time when his bat
unintenticnally rolled a grounder to the pitcher as he was
ducking a wild pitch.

In his first two stand-in appearances, Pete walked. Then
came six successive hils—three triples, two doubles, and a
eingle.

f:a torrid as he has been, Manager Al Lopez is considering
him chiefly as utility. “Everybody can't be a starter,” says
the manager. “Of course, if something should happen during
the season, Pete could break into the regular lineup.”

Reiser understands, “I haven't been a regular for the last
four years,”" he notes. I want to help this club in any way
1 can, on the bench or in the field. Wherever I am, I want

to win."” .

" Reiser, who was publicized to a greater extent than even

Mickey Mantle when he flrst came into the big leagues,
fajled to achieve-his potential because of numerous in-
juries. Perhaps his body has absorbed more dents and
‘{fractures than any other player. In addition to leg and
srm breaks, he was plagued by seven head injuries, two
of which were fractures and the five others mere con-
cussions,
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Feels Strong for First Time in Years

#] feel as though all my injuries are behind me,”
says Pete now. ‘I really feel good and strong for
the first time in several years. 1 feel-like I'm pre-
pared to make a brand new start.”

Reiser, even now, runs almost as fast as when he
was the heralded rookie. His hustle backs up his
words.

Durocher admits, “I wanted him with us, PFPete
came to me when he was declared a free agent and I asked

him to come to spring training with us. We promised to
take care of him if he proved to be sound physically. But 1
guess he got a concrete offer from Cleveland and took it. 1
don’t blame him. He's a fine person and should be a big
help to the Indians from what I've seen this spring.”

With Reiser and Barney McCosky, the Tribe is well-
fortified with portside utility swingers. 'Tebbetis remains
the chief righthanded pinch-hitter. The Tribe has been
seeking another, without success.

Tribe Tidbits: When the club left Indianapolis, Jim Frid-
ley beamed. He was still with the varsily. He had fully
expected to be left with the Tribe's American Association
farm. . . . Larry Doby felt highly complimented when the
Giants began to employ a “Williams Shift" against him.

Smoking Hot at Bat
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PETE REISER"

against the best New York pitchers and so the Giants were
willing to give him a single 1o left, rather than have him
aim successfully for the fences. “I don't even watch the
infield,” says Larry. “I just watch the pitcher.” As of April
6, Doby had six spring homers and Al Rosen had nine. . ..
Rosen's long-ball record this spring was most unusual.
Until he singled, April 6, all his hits—since the club left
Tucson—had been homers. Incidentally, Flii; has been using
a 39.ounce bat borrowed from Ralph Kiner. When the
season starts, he plans to use a lighter model. . . . Most
of the New York scribes covering the Giants are high on
the Tribe, although one put it this way, “Will win if they
do not get apple in Yankee Stadium.” . . . The tour with
the Giants packed 'em in. The average attendance was above
10,000, . . . Ray Boone has become a member of the Indians’
“Crouch Club.” In an effort to turn his line drives—which
have been hanging outs—into base hits, Booney decided to
test a crouch stance. He {ried it for the first time in Dallas,
snd whacked four far to left in batting practice. In the
game against Sal Maglie, he singled iwice in four attemnpts,
One of his outs was a screamer which Maglie speared in
self-defense. The other was pure thievery on Second Base-
man Davey Williams' part. Booney is enthusiastic over his
experiment. . . . Other members of the new “Crouch Club”

are Bob Kennedy and Harry Simpson. Both have responded

with the willow. ... In Dallas, Lopez was visited by his old
high school coach, Frank McKenna. McKenna related that
when he first saw Al at the age of 13, he was a shy young-
sier who was too backward to fight. "I sure changed him,”

he said proudly. Lopez played for McKenna at Sacred
Heart High School in Tampa. .. . Bobby Wilson, sold to

Larry had been loosening

the ball's stitches with his blasts ! boro, N. C,, rather than report to the Triple-A club.

Indianapolis by the Tribe, returned to his home in Golds-
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By HAL MIDDLESWORTH
Of the Detroit Frec Press

long expedition through the bushes.

SEasons.
By next spring, Tiger club

training program. If they do,
their camp in Lakeland, Fla. i

teams like Birmingham, Atlanta and Chattanooga,
home—with perhaps only one game en route.

Manager Red Rolfe likes that Florida sun,
really bear down the last two days his team

out. “‘Besides, we had everyone in shape so that
‘What would the Tigers do for
after the rest of the major league clubs left

- #We could hold our Buffalo club for another week,”

-
-
-
-
.
[
.
-
-
[ ]
-
[
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
i
k]
L&
-
-
-
-
-
[
-
-
[
-
L]
-
-
-
A
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
[
-
L 3
[
-
-
L
]
e
[ ]
-
L]
-
-
[
[ ]
-
-
|
-
-
-
-
k]
-
-
-
-
-

| The Bisons would offer the Tigers competition

playing with the Senators.

in Washington's back yard.”

What about gale receipis?

The Tigers probably wouldn't miss them. It isn’
\ ever made any money on its exhibition games,
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Tigers Plan Longer Stay in I lorida,
Quicker Homeward Trip Next Spring .

DETROIT, Mich.—This year's exhibition jaunt may be the Tigers' last

A longer training period in sunny
Florida and a speedier return to Briggs Stadium are in prospect for future

officials may put into effect a streamlined
the Tigers will spend an extra ten days at

Then, instead of parading through the Southern Association, playing
they would zip toward

which was beginning to
was in Lakeland.
“Tt was hot encugh to give those muscles a real workout,” he pointed
we could go all out.,”
“gnarring partners” in exhibition games
Florida about April 17
‘offered General
Manager Charley Gehringer in an off-the-cuff discussion of the question.
which would be at
least as tough as they receive at the minor league stop-offs.

Coach Rick Ferrell ssid Washington tried a similar plan when he was

“We stayed in Florida until the Jast minute,” he said.
our farm club at Charlotte on the way home and right on into Ballimore |

t likely Detroit

& =
Tigers Roll Out Red Carpet
for Dutch Queen at Opener

DETROIT, Mich.—Everything f{fit
for a queen. That was the Briggs
Stadium motto for opening day.

This was in anticipation of the
visit of Queen Juliana of The
Netherlands and her consort, Prince
Bernhard, to the opener matching
the Tigers and the Browns. The
queen’s schedule in Detroit was
plenty crowdad, but her planners
insisted on the inclusion of a bhall
game.

President Spike FEriges gave the
royalty the Briggs family box near
the Detroit dugout. The commit-
iee asked for a half dozen seats with
provisions for. secret service men to
occupy positions in the aisle with-
out obstructing the view of others,

The queen's visit to the park was
supervised by Jess Walls, new stadi-
um manager who moved up when
Clarley Martin became traveling
secretary. .

Walls expected a dozen automo-
biles in the queen's caravan arriv-
ing at the park, but said most oc-
cupants were. {0 remain outside
while the queen and the prince en-
tered for an inning or two.

Queen Juliana cbviously is fully
posted on Johannes Hendrikus Ur-
banus, the Bobk Feller of Dutch
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Honkbal, who visited the tiraining
camp of the Giants this spring.

*| N

| ‘"'Podr.ess ) | assﬁ? |
Kid. Still Bidding
for Brooklyn R

- [

19-Year-Old Southpaw °
to Make Big Legpu.‘lﬂ Majors Since Sid Hudsop

Would Be First Pitcher

into the decision he will-have to

even before the training season
concerned chiefly with pitching.

length in these
Podres, the 1

9-year-old southpaw
from Class D

skipper

all during the exhibition Season
and, if the decision were left to
the manager and made solely upon
pitching ability, Johnny would be on
the staff for the entire season.
“He is better than mayba seven pitch=-
ers who were on this club last year!”
exclaimed Dressen, at what might be
called an unguarded moment—if an
honest and frank expression of opinion
can be so termed.
Dressen completely discounted the
little difficulty in which Podres was
involved in his game against the Boston
Braves at Mobile when Johnny made
two balks and one wild pitch while
facing one batsman.
“] don't think anything like that will
happen to him again,” declared Dres-
sen. “Sure, he lacks experience, but
he learns fast and doesn't make the
same mistake iwice. But even if he
did,” added Chuck, “what he's got
you don’t find very often.”

Johnny Good Bet to Stick
So, while the decision probably won't
be made for some time, it still remains
a good bet that Podres will be a Dodger

Hudson of the Washington Senators to
have made that long jump from Class
D 10 a major league,

Meanwhile, Dressen has some other
pitching decisions to make, Eight
pitchers perhaps can be named right
now, not including Podres, who are
sure o stick,

Preacher Roe, Ralph Branca, Clem
Labine, Carl Erskine, Chris Van Cuyk,
Clyde King, Ben Wade and Johnny
Rutherford make up that double quar-
tetle which Dressen hopes will furnish
a lot of sweet pitching melody this
vear. Billy Loes, the bonus kid, can
be and will be retained without being
counied because of his military service
status. '

After that, Dressen must eliminate
three, possibly four, pitchers from
among Mal Malletle, Joe Black, Bud
Podbielan, Phil Haugstad, Johnny
Schmitz and, of course, Podres.

Black, the big Negro righthander,
could not have been sidetracked at
any iime during spring training be-
cause he showed enocugh to warrant
further trial, DBesides, Dressen's first
impression of Black was very favorable,
and Charley is not given to discount-
ing first impressions.

Mallette Lacks Former Speed
Mallette, tco, could not be dismissed
from consideration hastily. Mal is a
highly intelligent fellow who knows
how 1o piich. knows precisely what
needs io be lone when he iz on the
mound, and the only guestion is
whether he still has enough stuff to
achieve his purpose,

The big souithpaw, journalism gradu-
ate of the University of Syracuse, once
had a fine fast ball, but developed arm
trouble in 1950 and had an operation
later that year. This spring he has
not shown his former speed and has
been compelled 1o rely on tricky stuff
and control,

Podbielan, Schmitz and Haugstad are
more or less known quantities in the
pitching picture. Schmiiz once was a
great Dodger killer when with the
Cubs but lost all that effectiveness, and

t{here is no great evidence o date that
he has regained it.

Podbielan never has measured up 1o
his original promise and Haugstad, on
his record, is a pitcher who tan win
in the high minors but can’t seem to
get started in the majors.

Lanky Phil, a tremendously strong

fellow in spite of his seemingly skinny |

frame, has come up with a sore arm,

Manager Chuck Dressen is under no compulsion

| to determine the identity of the 25 players he
will keep for this ‘‘crucial” pennant race, at least

until one month after the season’s opening.

But the time element doesn’t enter too much

The first pitcher to have been discussed at any
dispatches was,

at Hazard (Mountain States) to Triple-
A at Montreal after only one season in professional
ball-—or baseball of any kind, for that matier. Podres” impression
upon Dressen was tremendous, almost from the moment the little

saw him toe the mound for the first {ime.
upon Chuck has not lessened at: pg

this year—the first pitcher since Sid

. By ROSCOE McGOWEN

BOSTON, Mass,

make., His prob- (&

lems are present right now and, as 1t has been since

began, they arc

and is, Johnny
who was jumped

The impact
|

Chatianooga’s Negro Fans
Cheer Jackie's Long Fouls

BOSTON, Mass—~There was &
touch of ironvy in the Dudpay
visit to Joe Engel's fine pak in
Chattanooga on 1iheir hemcbound
trip from spring training with the
Braves.

For the first time in the histery
of the park, whites and Neproes
played with and aguinst cach cther,
with the No. 1 attraction being
Jackie Robinson, first Negro fo crack
the color line in Organized Bull.

Of the 9,008 fans who paid to see
the game, more ilin 30 per cent
were colored—and what did they
sce?

They saw Warren Spihn Eiteh
seven hitless and nearsperfect e
nings, then walched Ernie Johnien,
ace righthander of the Milwaukee
club last year, blank the Brocks for
{wo more innings 10 coomnplete the
no-hitter,

Naturally, Robinzon, who didnt
hit a ball out of e infcld end
struck out once in three vmes Up
couldn't put on any show fer his
admirers. Roy Campanelia did 2
little betier by drawing the 1:1_113
pass Spahn isaucdd  and  $€EINE
second base. *

The Braves Sum Juihie TLade
one hit off Preacher Roee and arew
a mild hand. But 1t was _Hni-mfcrﬂ
these fans wanted to see n LN
as was evidenced when Jachie hit
two long fouls off Spahn on his firs
time at bhat. Jackie drew muIe
cheers for two fouls than anybody
save Willard Maorehall, who hnlﬂiﬁ'

the most unexpected |
he has announced hi
pitch and the following
been ready. o
Quiside the pilv
practically cerfuln t
the southpaw-swill oing pu
be one of Diessen’s €xira ]?der a
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Pick-Off at First Base Puts
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This is a story about Harold
of foot, and speed of mind and p

Only three
needed more than ever

days before the

was broken above the ankle,

~ When we visited Reiser at the
hnﬁztal, we sought to cheer him
hy reminder that he already had es-
tablished an unusual record--swiping
home seven times in nine attempts,
Various reports insisied that this feat
had been excelled in the past, but the
official records carry no item having to
do with stealing home. Don't ask why.
With all the huge volume of marks of
various sorts,.it is remarkable that this
alluring venture never. has found a
place in the book. But the fact remains,
chum, that it isn't there.

First, there was a report that Ty
Cobb had stolen home a dozen times
In one season.

A baseball writer who had covered
the Tigers of the Cobb heyday said,
“Yes, he stole home 12 times. How-
ever, maybe it wag only nine”

Well, the McCoy is that Reiser -holds
the all-time record. Cobb never stale
home nine times in a season. He never
Stole home five times,

Exhaustive examination of all the
box scores right through the wyears
proves conclusively ihat Cobb stole
home four times in 1912, and never
did any better. He made it safely in
four out of nine attempts.

George Moriarty, Detroit third base-
man, stole home four times in five ef-
forts in 1909,

Now for the manner in which Pete
accomplished the feat, and his own
reactions, which he disclosed while
wondering why he had to suffer such
a tough break.

® &

Relies on Fear of Balk

“Stealing home is a trifle in-
volved,” Reiser explained. =

“Stealing home would be a tre-
mendoms feat if it were not for
the balk rule. I rely on the pitch-
er’s fear of the balk. And I've
got to lull him into something like
a feeling of security. That means
playing poker with your face and your
fect.

- “First, you have to get a good lead.
You play fast and loose with the hurl-
er. And you've got to know a lot
of things about him,

“You study little quirks. This piich-
er “drops his head when he is about
to deliver the ball to the batter. That
one grits his teeth, another sticks out
his tongue, You watch for these iell-
tale actions.

“For example, early in the season,
when Jack Brewer still was with the
Glants, I discovered that when he was
ready {o pilch he dropped his head
and never paid any attention to third
base,

“Well, I am on third buse. I know
something about the pitcher. I stand
relaxed. I am not going to steal, my
attitude says.

“I am ready 1o break and have the
ability to start fast. Once Bill Voiselle
of the Giants challenged me. He said,
‘Go ahead and steal if you dare.’

"I could not ignore this. I went
about five feet off third and laughed, I
made out I was going to leap back.
He dropped his head and I ran on.
Halfway through his windup I was
halfway home, and made it.

“Split Timing” Does It

“The big secret? Well, it's real-
1y split timing,

“Let me tell you something. 1
stole home ecight times this sea-
son, not seven. Magerkurth called
me out in Chicago when I was
over the plate. He missed that
one atrociously. Ordinarily, I
would not have cared one way or the
other. But this. was very important
1o e,

“In my nine tries, there was a right-
handed batfer at the plate six times
That, too, is important. Just so long
a: I am letting you in on this trade
srzret, I might as well go the whole
w.y.  The righthanded batter helps
to block the caicher's view.

"I slide by the catcher and stick out
a hand. I run all bases that way, In
11':-& of my stea:s. I threw my hand over

- catcher's glove. I never ;
the o ‘ E bow! over

“You see, the hand is quicker than

was born in St. Louis on a St. Patrick’
HReiser with the Mercury-footed exploit of expluils—-gtealing home.

by the Dodgers in their bitter struggle to
overtake the Cardinals, Pete Reiser was lost for the final games
with a fractured leg. On September 26, in the first inning, Pete slid
back to first base on an attempted pickoff by Pitcher Charley Schanz

of the. Phillies. Reiser’s left foot caught in the bag and the lig

—
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Hassock Theft Champ in Bed

BROOKLYN, N. Y.
Patrick Reiser, a young maa who

erceptions. It is a yarn connecting

season closed, with his fleetness

* B
Almost a Yank-—But Scout

Arrived an Hour Too Lale

Pete Reiser, stellar outfielder of
the Dodgers, was almgsi a Yan-
kee, He missed becoming a mem-
her of the New York Americans by
one hour. Pete hjrnse]f tells about
it: '

*“1 was working out in the Car-
dinal school at Sporisman’s Park,
St. Louis, Charlie Barrett was
watching. So was Johnny Schulte.
I had played on a club managed by
a close pal of Schulte’s.

“After the first day of that school,
Barrett dashed to my home and got
dad’s promise o let me go with the
Cards. That was at 6:30 o'clock.
Just an hour later, Schulte showed
up with a very atfractive proposi-
tion from the Yankees. Johnny was

- {oo late. '

“One hour away from the Sia-

dium and the Bombers!”
=

B .
the eye, or the foot. Sliding the way
I do, the catcher has a wvery small
target—just my bhand.”

We asked, “How about this speed of
yours? Did you have it from the start?”
“Well, I could run pretty good when
1 was a kid,” Reiser replied. *I never

cause I never went beyond the fresh-
man class in high.
“I ran the dashes and was on the re-

r He’ll

s Day. It is a story about speed |

piled up any track feats in school, be-|.

T NOT g
- STOLE Q6 BASES ORWE 1031

3

lay team for the freshmen and was all#

SINCE OIS WHENTYCOEB " .
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Keep Catchers Dreaming .. By Mullin

sei o be the No. 1 sprinter for the var-
sity when they made me ineligible,

“You see, at the ripe age of 15 I had
become a professional soccer player,
That is a secret chapler of my life.
Under the name of Murphy, I had
kicked for the Marres. 1 was lured
by the dough. What a sucker!

“I had played freshman fooiball and
wanted to go to Notre Dame.

“If I had not got mixed up with the
soccer pros I would have gone through
high school and, whoe knows? You
might have seen me running 90 yards
for a touchdown for the Irish against
the Army in Yankee Stadium.

“Yes, I most decidedly would have
gone to college in spite of all the base-
ball offers. That is one secret regret.
The other is that I never was a catcher.

“Well, at the age of 16, I found my-
sell barved from amateur sporis, a pro-
fessional athlete.

“I had been pitching, ecalching and
playing short around St. Louis, Charley
Barvett, a friend of my dad's—pop had
pitched in the Northern League—had
been watching me since I was 14, and
he signed me for the Cardinals.

1 was too young lo be sent out to
a Cardinal farm, so I became Barrett's
chauffeur. We would go to a town for
five or six days, and while Barreit
looked them over, 1 worked out with
the club.

“In 1937, st 17, T was sent o Spring-

field, Mo., Class C,” continucd Reiser.
“I was supposed to play short, but got
a seat on the bench. After one month
of that I was sent {o Newport, Ark,
Class D.

“The next season 1 was on ﬂ‘ldt#
roster of the Columbus club of the
American Association and the Red
Birds did their fraining at Winter Ha-
ven, Fla.

Terry Moore at Hot Corner

“There were some fine players
in that camp” said Pistol Pete.
“Terry Moore had been sent there
io become a third baseman. Why?
Don't ask me. Don Gutteridge had
been sent 1o become a shortstop.
But those plans—and some others
—failed to materialize. Suddenly,
a bomb exploded. Judge Landis made
110 players owned by the Cards free
agenis and they were tossed into the
open market.

“Barrett had tipped off Ted McGrew,
Brooklyn scouf. about me, and for the
princely sum of $100 I went with the
Dodgers.

“I could have hollered to Landis, after
I had come to realize what a financial
boner 1 had committed, and got my
freedom, and maybe got myself ten
grand, or even more, from some other
team:. The Yankees, likely.

“You see, when I went with Brook-
lyp, I was under 21. 1 was signed to &

Dayton contract. My dad never signed | chance 1o do a lot of real running this

it.

“Another thing, I signed with Dayton
in February. As it turned out, the offi-
cial decision taking me away from the
Cardinals was dated March 28. In other
words, the Brooklyn farm club signed
me more than a month before it was
free to do so0, and all I had to do was
let out a yvammer.

“Sometimes the fact that 1 ignored
my chances io get important money
out of that break gels me all rviled up.

“Other times I take it philasophically.
You see, Mr. Rickey has been very good
to me. Always fair.

“I went to Elmira in 1939 and in
June, 1940, arrived at Ebbets Field.

“As I said, my secret desire always
was io be a catcher. But thev would
not let me go behind the bat They
said I was too fast for such work, that
I would invile injuries back there.
Well, I haven't passed up many chances
to get hurt in other positions,

“I caught half an inning for Newport
and that made my backstopping ambi-
tions all the stronger.”

Reiser had stolen 35 bases when his
leg was broken,

“Oh, I could swipe 60 if I played
regularly,” he said.

“Funny how the fans think you steal
on the catcher. Of course, you do it
on the pitcher,

“However, 1 did not have much

I am to undergo an operatis
by Dr. H}'lﬂl_‘

year.
during the off-season,
in St. Louis. ) -

“Before this ankle injury, I had twig
sources of trouble that bothered me s
vear, First, a clavicle separation. Tbsj
gave me the shoulder h‘uuhlm_ :
Hyland savs ihat if the clavicle is teds
up, the shoulder wili take care of itseil@

& @ L]

“Two Bunis—a Wasted Season"s

“Do I worry about all this
What do you think? I worry abou!
mysclf and my fulure in baseba
And 1 feel sore concerning t¥
club., Had I been able to play €
ery game during the summer there
would have been no race aﬂ;
Max Lanier. Fred Martin anc
Klein had jumped the Cardinals.

Reiser said that he was sure he suf-
fured the clavicle injury at Camp Lee,
when he jumped into a hedge after
a fly ball and fell into a hole.

They say that when Pete threw, ¥
could hear a cracking of bones. A
guy to go on playing at all under
circumstances. ‘ ]

“When I threw, my hand quivered
I couldn't grip a bat,” he explained-

“That tells you why 1 did no
this season. Two bunts all year, ®g
good—and I could bunt 300. ﬂrd
this leg. Gosh, what a season!

Yes, Pele, what = scason!




