—
—
X
[ =
Sl
=
=
(= = |

tell you. It's not something you can
put into words. You just have to be
there.”

When Rodriguez signed origi-
nally with the Rangers, at 16, he
spoke nothing but Spanish, and for
a long time afterward was so self-
conscious about his ability to ex-
press himself in English that he
simply avoided the media in the

- States. Promoted to the bigs at the.

tender age of 19, he admits that
early on in his career he went so far
as to hide in the clubhouse showers
or bathroom rather than face the
possibility of being confronted with
a postgame question, which at the
time made some in the media think
of him as aloof-when he actually
was just petrified. But his wife, who
lived in the Park Slope section of
Brooklyn for 12 years and speaks
fluent Enghsh free of a Spanish ac-
cent, has helped him work on the
language daily. “I'm not perfect,” he
says, “but I'm-OK now. I can be-
come myself speaking English now.
I'm not afraid to speak anymore,
even to the TV cameras.”

As for his lifestyle, Rodriguez
golfs and swims a bit, just completed
a three-week crash course in scuba
diving, spends a lot of time at the
house horsing around with the kids
(son Dereck, 5, and daughter
Amanda. 2), enjoys putting on
Sunday barbecues, listens to salsa
music (but rarely goes to clubs),
plays video games for hours on end.
works out compulsively and is thor-
oughly addicted to ESPN’s Sports-
Center.

But no matter what he’s doing or
where he 1is, say those closest to
him, you can bet baseball is always

somewhere heavy on his mind. A

total seamhead. “From the time he
was 7, it's been baseball, baseball,
baseball,” says his mother, Eva, who
teaches second grade at a Vega Baja
elementary school. As a kid, Ivan
watched every baseball game he
could on TV, played every position
in Little League and would often go
to sleep in his uniform. As an adult,
he would mostly go from playing In
the States to winter ball in Puerto
Rico, with gaps filled by softball

* games, endless practicing and con-

stant workouts.

I ask Ivan about this obsession
with the game. He doesn't even
break a smile. “It’s easy to be lazy,”
he says. “Because it is a long season.
But I get paid a lot of money to play
baseball and the fans want me to
put on a show. So I'm always
working to make myself better, to
stay healthy and play every day,
and to do things the right way. |
want to improve everything in my
game. To get better every year.”
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50-50 HINDSIGHT: Rodriguez threw out better than haﬁ—#ﬂ-of-??—of the
baserunners who dared weigh anchor after reaching first in ’97.

ike Piazza, withoul ques-
tion, is a better hitter,
both for power and av-
erage, and Charles
Johnson, for sure, is more of a brick
wall, and Sandy Alomar Jr. may be a
tad more solid overall receiver, but
when you put together the whole
package—hitting, fielding, durability,
speed, desire and pure intimida-
tion—Rodriguez, for my money,
stands—or crouches—by himself.
And the scary thing is: Many in-

siders I polled feel the six-time All-

On the oﬁensive'

ivan Rodriguez has been called by some “the
Johnny Bench of the '90s,” and they are similar
defensively in that they aiter or altered the face of a
game. However, there clearly are differences
between the two offensively. After seven seasons
(1967 through '73), Bench had established himself as
a power source in Cincinnati’s “Big Red Machine,”
leading the majors in homers and RBIs twice with
45/148 In '70 and 40/125 in '72. Rodriguez,
meanwhile, is a free swinger mostly from the two-
hole who hits for a higher average. Comparing the
catchers’ offensive numbers through qevan major

|EHHHE sSBasons:
6 Avg. AB R

H HR RBI BB SO
934 .268 3,444 504 922 179 616 371 533

....................................................................

Rodriguez 880 .290 3,264 445 948 88 417 181 419

-------------------------------

Star is still a year or two away from
reaching his full potential.

He is the type of catcher other
catchers love to watch and talk
about. Like his manager, Johnny
Qates, a journeyman catcher for 11
big-league seasons. Oates, a baseball
lifer not given to hyperbole, is sitting
behind a desk in his office and
gushing uncontroliably. It borders
on absolute awe. “The guys just un-
believable, unbelievable,” he says.
“And he does it every clay He does
it in the intense heat we've got in

smn Jdnﬂ- LEVY
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nodrlguez IS the type of catcher other

Arlington. He does it in day games
after night games. He just plays hard |
every day. And in the three seasons
I've been here, only once has he
ever complained about anything—
and that was a sore shoulder. If any-
thing, he wants to win so badly he .
sometimes gets carried away and
tries too hard.”

Oates remembers in particular a
play on opening day '97. The
Rangers were leading the Brewers,
4-2, in the top of the fifth with two
out. Jose Valentin was the runner on
first. Rodriguez managed to deftly
block a Ken Hill slider in the dirt but
somehow couldn’t keep the ball in

- front of him. It ricocheted off his

shin guards and skipped 30 feet to
his right. Valentin, needless to say,
was off and running; against any
other catcher, he could’ve coasted
into second standing up. Instead,
throwing something in the vicinity of
a 100-mph fastball from the on-deck -
circle, Rodriguez nailed him. “I
mean, [van threw a pea right on the
money!” Oates says. “Valentin had
this look on his face like, ‘Some-
thing's wrong here. Who threw that
ball? Was that a relay? What in
God's name was that? "

Oates says, though, that much of
what Rodriguez is you can't teach.
Oh, sure, you can improve throwing
accuracy. You can buld arm
strength. But teach Rodriguez’s foot-
work and quickness? No way. Gifts
from God, he says.

Rodriguez's arm, like Ozzie
Smith’s glove once and Rickey Hen-
derson’s legs, dramatically alters the
shape of the game like scant few
players can. Better than any catcher
in recent memory, he all but shuts
down the opposition’s running game
to the point of putting it into some-
thing resembling stop-action motion.
Rangers first baseman Will Clark
calls it the “Drop Anchor Effect,” as
in runners get to their base, then
drop anchor. “Whjch is why you

2
3
z
E




stomach so flat you'll swear he's
merely holding his breath and legs
chiseled by daily one-mile runs,
sprints and vigorous exercises with a
medicine ball. You get the feeling
that even his toes have muscles.
With 11 percent body fat, his child-
hood nickname of Pudge, by now, is
rendered a silly joke from the past;
in deference to Tim Raines, “Rock”
Is more appropriate.

It's a muggy, windy, overcast af-
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ternoon, raining on and off all day,
but suddenly a bar of sunlight
pierces the clouds and illuminates
Rodriguez's face. It does nothing to

lighten his countenance, however. It

is a face forever pinched into a pug-
gish sneer, like an irritated bulldog,
made especially severe by his
sharply angular eyebrows and in-
tense brown eyes. It is a look so for-
bidding that, at times, it even fools
his wife of seven years, Maribel,
who Is struck often with the feeling
that her husband is stewing over
something. “Is anything wrong,
Ivan?” she'll ask. And even when he
says, ‘Nothing, nothing,” she is
never wholly convinced.

—
F Tt
- ]

i

18k catchers

After seven seasons, Ivan
Rodriguez already has won six
Rawlings Gold Gloves, tying him
for the third-most by a catcher.
Interestingly, the Rangers account
for 12 Gold Gloves at catcher in
the last 22 seasons. Catchers
with five or more Gold Gloves:

- 10: Johnny Bench, Reds, 1968-77.

T: Bob Boone, Phillies, 1978-79;
Angels, 1982, '86-88; Royals, 1989.
6: [van Rodriguez, Rangers, 1992-97.
B: Jim Sundberg, Rangers, 1976-81.
: Bill Freehan, Tigers, 1965-69.

How (o Order

Rodriguez, it must be noted, has
never been much of a communi-
cator. He speaks very little, even
among close friends. And when he
talks, he does so in harsh, clipped
bursts, his words blunt-sounding
and released with apparent diffi-
culty. He is not prone to small talk
or elaborate explanations or deep
insights or emotional outpourings.
But he insists that, while introverted,
he’s not shy, as many perceive him,
only, as his mother once put it many
years ago, “quiet to the extreme," a
trait he says he inherited from his
father, who “is even quieter than
me.” It leads some to view him as
cold and standoffish and difficult to
get to know,

“He’s actually a very funny guy
once he gets to know you,” says

- Luis Mayoral, the Rangers’ director
of Spanish broadcasting and Latin

American liaison. “He just doesn't
trust or open up quickly.”" His
friends and teammates say he's any-
thing but somber, sullen or un-
friendly; mostly, they say, he's
playful. He's a regular cut-up when
he performs caricature batting
stances of Rickey Henderson and
Jose Canseco and a slew of Rangers
as well as the pitching motion of
Nolan Ryan. "He makes me laugh
all the time,” teammate Rusty Greer
says. “But if you ask me what he
does that's so funny, I can't really
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Like Ivan’s 50-year-old father,
Jose, who has rejected all his son’s
offers for a better way of life some-
where else on the island, who con-
tinues to live here in a cinder-block
house, and who tonight, despite his
advanced age and beer belly, will
play first base for one of the teams,
La Familia, “The Family,” which
consists almost entirely of blood rel-
atives and in-laws. Ivan will play
center field for this team (actually
short left-center because of the
hole); Ivan's 28-year-old brother,
Jose Jr., nicknamed Tito, once a big-
league shortstop prospect but now a
nose guard-shaped factory worker
for Playtex, will play third; and
together they hit in the meat of the
order. Their opponents: El Mango, a
team sponsored by a local bakery,
with most of its players sporting
flabby bellies oozing over belts

~ worn painfully low. By contrast, Ivan

looks like everybody’s personal
trainer.

It was just-minutes ago that Rod-
riguez made his grand entrance, zip-
ping through the gate in his steel-
gray Porsche and parking it in deep
center so as not to be touched by
fans or struck by a ball. His armival,
of course, set off an immediate buzz
among the players and the small
cadre of spectators, and as he
walked in from the outfield with his
blocky, puffed-chest swagger, his
T-shirt reading “Shut Up and Play,”
his brother, dressed in a red
Rangers uniform and windbreaker,
says to me in a heavily accented
English: “You watch Ivan, he won't
take it easy in this game. You're
going to see. He'll try to do crazy
things. Like last week, he hit a bloop
single to right field and he stretched
it into a triple.”

Indeed, among all, this game is
serious business. Someone keeps a
runmng scorebook of the games.
The stands frequently fill. And
down the right-field line, a food and
beverage stand is run out of a small
stone building, where a man sells
canned Budweisers and Pepsis as
well as pollo frito (fned chicken) and
alcapurrias (fried dumplings made
of ground plantains stuffed with
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THE GAME IS IN HIS BLOOGD: #’s no
stretch to say that whether he’s
working out to get ready to play
(above) or actually playing, much of
Rodriguez’s Iife has been dedicated
to baseball, baseball, baseball.

S

pork) and bacalaitos (fried codfish
fritters).

The game starts off badly for La
Famiha. By the end of the first in-
ning, they are down 7-0. “It reminds
me of the Rangers,” says Ivan with a
chuckle upon his return to the
dugout, before adding.quickly: "But
you're going to see. I'll hit the ball
over the left-field fence.” And in the
sixth inning, he finally does, a shot
of approximately 400 feet,
prompting all, even the opposition,
to bow with outstretched arms and
break into uproarious laughter. Still,
by the time the game is over, Ivan's
team loses by more than a touch-
down, 22-11.

Rodriguez’'s victory is only moral:
He finishes, for yet another week,
without killing himself.

s soon as the baseball
season ends, Rodriguez im-
mediately returns here to
uerto Rico, living in an.ex-
clusive suburb five miles south of
San Juan and a half-hour’s drive
from Vega Baja. in a $1.8 million
home within a heavily secured,
gated community. It i1s a house he
has owned for two years, painted on

With 11 percent
hody fat,

his childhood
nickname of

PUDGE,

by now,
is rendered a silly
joke from the

past; in deference

to Tim Raines,

‘ROCK’

is more
appropriate.

the interior ecru white trimmed
with gold and decorated with Greek
columns, white marble floors and
crystal chandeliers.

In one of the smaller rooms, Rod-
riguez has created a private office,
which mostly serves as a storage
place for trophies and tons of auto-
graphed memorabilia from athletes
in all sports. “It's my untouchable
place,” he says. There’s a mahogany
desk and a leatherback chair; a fax
machine; an opened Bible {he says
he reads at least a page a day); an
oil painting of his wife and him
against the back wall; three framed
pictures of Roberto Clemente; four
of his Gold Gloves; two of his Silver
Slugger bats; and, hanging from the
ceiling by wires, a large mural of an
airplane-like view of a baseball field.

“This field is the first thing I see
when I fly here,” he says. “It 1s
something that makes me feel
good.” |

At this moment, Rodriguez and I
are sitting on his patio, alongside a
swimming pool with a huge sliding
pond and, behind that, a sloping,
grassy hill that Rodriguez says he
eventually will turn into a multicol-
ored garden with a baseball-shaped
flower-bed centerpiece.

He's wearing a black and white
gym suit—his wardrobe seems to
consist only of various colored gym
suits, white and gray T-shirts and
black spandex shorts—a diamond
stud and gold earring in his left ear,
and a black Nike baseball cap he
keeps turning nervously backward
and forward. He's sunk into a couch
like a little kid watching TV and sip-
ping water from a tall glass.

Up close and out of uniform,
while appearing somewhat con-
densed because of his short neck,
Rodriguez, at 5-9, 205 pounds,
looks decidedly less squat than he
appears on the field and TV. He’s
built strong, streamlined, from top to
bottom: a square jaw, boxy chest, a
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%,ﬁ:i o .. publicity stunt, he ig -tnms,hi Hvu‘ deep mto

ﬂ;le pnun_ ryside of his Puegt@@Rican homeland. on the

wlgv of a des puur barrio in the tiny

_'llgh Mnembw nls_,hi thick with a warm. misty
- whipping back and forth with sudden pusts of wind.
“Pui he is here. Yes, here. Here, of all places, at a lumpy.
pebbly community baseball field—a field not of dreams but
a minelield of perils: with a horse grazing unconcernedly
in right lield: a 500-foof natural hole, or what the locals
call a sumidero. which sometimes emits an ashy voleanie
smoke, in center: and a huge pit around home plate thai
has caused dozens of runners trving (o score o disappear
into a cloud ol dirt before re-emerging with broken legs.
Itis here, every Tuesday night during the fall and winter.,
that the Rangers” Ivan Rodriguez, 26, the newly minted
$42 million man, comes o play a six-inning soltball game
with a group of pathetically out-of-shape loeals. People he
swears that no matter how much money he makes he'll
. never oufgrow. People he has known sincee childhood. And
people so attached to this postage-stamp of a town that
thev will leave only by wav of their deaths.
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have to get more hits to beat
Texas than other clubs,” says
fellow catcher Joe Girardi. In-
stilled with a healthy paranoia
about Rodriguez, runners
tend to stay one to two steps
closer to the bag than they
would against other catchers,

catchers love to watch and talk about.

- and dandgerous

Just how dominait defensively was Ivan
‘Rodriguez in 1997? He made the stolen base a
less than 50-50 proposition. By comparison, no
other catcher threw out more than 45 percent.

resulting in the. Rangers Th 'q7-

having more double-play e leaders in caught stealing for '97:
chances and allowing fewer Player ‘Team (S Att. Pct
runners to go from first to ivan Rodriguez Rangers 40 77 . 519

~ third or scoring from second Brad Ausmus Astros 38 85 447
Unﬂﬁ%lvelin runners occasion- Wg;&uhmn Martins 5[] "z Mfed
ally lose their way, if not their Jim Leynitz ~ Rangers 30 78 385
senses, and defy Rodriguez by DanWilson Mariners 46. 120 38.3
straying too far off the bag, he Benito Santiago Blue Jays 26- 74  35.1
is ready to pounce. Consid- S L, e = Jason Kendall Pirates 51 146 349
ering it no less than a chal- 5 GOD-GIVEN GIFT: Rodriguez has reason to thank Little League coach Mike Matheny Brewers 34- 103 330

ienge to his manhood, a per-
- sonal affront, a public show of
disrespect, he will fire to any base at
any time whether he thinks he can
get the runner or not

“He loves putting fear and trepi-
dation in the minds of opposing
players,” says Dave Valle, once Rod-
riguez's backup.

A territorial power tnip? Rod-
riguez shakes his head. “No, no, I
just want them to know that I'm
.there,” he says with a straight face.

“On the air, [ refer to Ivan as El

.Guerrero, or ‘The Warrior,” " says

Mayoral, who broadcasts Rangers
games on the radio. I can’t help but
see him as someone out of ancient
times, like a great warrior carrying &
lance and shield.”

“You're definitely always aware of
him,” Yankees outfielder Bernie
Williams says. To which outfielder
Tony Phillips adds: “You'd better be.
Because if you fall asleep for a
second out there, you'll be walking
back to the dugout in a hurry.”

There is an old axiom among
baserunners: You steal on the

pitcher, not the catcher. “Ivan kind .

of changes that,” Williams says. Call
it “The Rodriguez Factor.” Because
no matter who has been on the
mound for the Rangers, Rodnguez
has thrown out runners trying to
steal at a 44 percent clip or higher
for five of his seven seasons, in-
cluding last year when, for the first
time in his big league career, he
made trying to steal against him a
less than even-money percentage
play. He cut down 40-0f-77 run-
ners for 52 percent. He also won
his sixth straight Gold Glove; only
- Bench, with 10, and Bob-Boone.
with seven, has more at the posi-
tion. '

At the plate, hitting mostly in the
second slot, Rodriguez is a noto-
rious free swinger, never walking
more than 38 times in a season and
conceding freely that, “] swing at
anything close to me.” Still, there

has beenap ion in his offen-
sive numbers. From 1992, his first
full season, to the present, his av-
erage has gone from .260 to .313
and his homers from eight to 20. In
1996, he set a record for catchers
with 47 doubles; his 116 runs
scored that season were two shy of
Mickey Cochrane’s record that has
stood since 1932. And last year, on

September 11 against the Twins, he

hit three homers in a game for the
first time. ’

He says he could be a 30-home
run man if he wanted but says, “I
don't look for power, just to hit the
ball hard somewhere.” The scouting
reports say he sprays the ball and
needs only a few pitches in the
count to belt one hard. “Ivan also
stays inside on the ball like few hit-
ters can,” Oates says. “A lefthanded
pitcher can run a cut fastball inside

to him, and he can still get the bat

out and hit it to right field—and 1
don't mean a flair but something on
the line.” Says Girardi: “He's a tough
out. If he gets behind in the count,
he's good enough to keep fouling off
pitch after pitch until he gets some-

~ thing he can really drive.”

He just has one wish. Something
he has wanted to do for years. What
Rodriguez dreams about is switch-
hitting, to bat lefthanded in 1998
for the first time in his major league
career. He says he hits lefthanded n
B.P. all the time and is convinced he
can pull it off. In fact, he thought
about finally doing it during the last
game of last season—but couldn't
pull the trigger. “] have more power
lefthanded, and I pull everything,”
he says. “But I don't know if they'll
let me do it. It may be too late for
me. [ don't know. We'll see.”

t is a story that will forever en-
dear him to Rangers fans and
likely for decades to come make
the players association and

Julio Pabon, but honestly there's no coaching much of what he does.

agents everywhere cringe.

It was 9 o’clock, the morning of
Thursday, July 31, a mere 14 hours
before the trading deadline. Rangers
G.M. Doug Melvin and club presi-
dent and general partner Tom Schu-
effer were huddling in Melvin’s of-
fice, talking about sending Rodniguez,
a potential free agent after the
seasan, to the Yankees, who the night
before came up with a formidable

trade proposal. “Wefd given up hope

at that point of getting anything done

with Ivan,” Schieffer says now. “We
were just trying to figure out the nght
time to call the press conference.”
But suddenly. there was an ur-
gent call to Melvin's office. It was
Schieffer's executive assistant, Mar-
guerite, who told her boss that Ro-
driguez wanted to-talk as soon as

possible.
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A All-time Super Bowl team
Who would you pick as the greatest Super Bowl |
quarterback? Aikman? Montana? Bradshaw? Or perhaps
Starr? Now is your chance to select the all-time.Super Bowl
team, position-by-position. Cast your ballot for your team,
and check back on Super Bowl Sunday to see who made
the final cut and how that team stacks up against TSN's all-

time squad.
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: Schieffer, at the time, was

. ‘Pm really wornied about this,’ Rodriguez
. traded. lloveplayinghere,andlwantl:nstayhere | want to work out a deal.’

It was a visit unannounced—and
unexpected by Schieffer.

Rodriguez, who solicited advice
on his protracted contract negotia-
tions from dozens of people over
the previous couple of weeks,
oddly, but tellingly, showed jup
without his agent, Jeff Moorad, who
was en route from California. Th
were several reports that thie
players association was pressuring
Moorad to push Rodriguez toward
free agency, so as to hike the pay
scale for catchers. Moorad swears
this never happened; the players as-
sociation never returned calls on
the matter.

Says one of Rodriguez's friends,
who requested anonymity: “I just
told Ivan that he should always re-
member that the agent works for
him, not the other way around.”

Rodriguez came quickly to the
point. (He would later admit that he
was “scared” and “nervous” about
the whole thing.) “I can't sleep,” he
told Schieffer. "I m really worried
about this. I don't want to be
traded. | love playirig here, and I
want to stay here. [ want to work
out a deal.”

Schieffer remembers: “He was
very sincere. It was obvious to me

. that it really meant something to

him to be a Texas Ranger.”
So for an hour they spoke, until
Schieffer finally wrote a dollar

figure on a slip of paper, saying, “If

you can live with this ..." Rodriguez

(ead the scribbled-down number
and nodded but said he would still
need to go over it with Moorad;

. Schieffer agreed.

Later that day, Moorad, from Rod-
riguez's house, negotiated with Schi-
effer for another hour by phone. By
as quickly as 2 that afternoon. the
deal was done: $42 million
over five years.

“We went further on the
money than we really wanted
to,” says Schieffer. Yet there
are those who feel that had
Rodniguez left as a free agent

much as $12 million a year.

“Yes, I think I could've
gotten more money,” Rod-
riguez says, “but I don™ think
I would’ve been happy. The
Rangers are my famnily.”

Two weeks earlier, the
Rangers had, in fact, offered
$38.2 milion over five
years, which Moorad re--

jected; then the Rangers re-
: jected Moorad's five-year

proposal of $45 million.

mostly concermed about one :
player taking up too much of
the payroll, while Melvin was
worried about the wear and

told Schieffer. ‘I don’t want to be

IN A CLASS BY HIMSELF: When mom Eva takes time out from her second-
graders to plant a kiss on Ivan, she gers an A-plus snile.

-he’d often pitch against Juan Gon-

tear of the position, that Rod-
riguez’s offensive production would

- decline as he continued to catch

more and more games.

As the thing dragged on, Rod-
riguez slowly was going out of his
mind. In the week before his signing,
he sunk into in a 4-for-20 slump
that included striking out three times
July 28. “He wasn't playing like him-
self,” Greer says. Concedes Ro-
driguez: “It did bother me. The more
I tried not to think about it, the more
I thought about it. 1 wanted the
whole thing to just be over with. |
wanted to relax again.”

Rodriguez, not being-a man of
words, decides to show rather than
tell me now. So he takes me to
where it all started for him, to his
Little League field in the barrio of
Algaborro in Vega Baja. Where he
played from 7 to 15 and where

The total package

The Marlins’ Charles Johnson was better
defensively, going the entire regular season
without an error; but he didn't hit as well. The
Dodgers’ Mike Piazza had one of the best
offensive seasons a catcher has ever had but
committed an eye-popping 16 errors and
allowed more than a 75 percent success rate
by attempted basesteaiers. The Indians’
Sandy Alomar Jr. had comparable offensive
numbers but committed a league-leading 12
errors and allowed seven of 10 base stealers
to succeed. Taken as the total package, then,
Ivan Rodriguez was the best all-around
catcher in the 1997 regular season:

Fielding CS
Avg. RBIs MR Pct. Pct E

Mlomar 324 83 21 985 282 12"
mzso 63
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zalez, from the neighboring barrio
of Alto de Cuba, and where the
Rangers scouts first saw him.

He walks through a hole in the
rusty fence and sits on the cement

- Visitante bench painted yellow and

green and chipping all over. For
several moments, he says nothing,
looking out onto the field, which
has large patches of grass missing in
the outfield. Then, quietly, he says:

"“It has always looked like this.”

He says he won many champi-
onships here and threw a lot of no-
hitters. “Four no-hitters in one
year,” he says with pride. He says
he was 8. And he remembers, too,
that the stands would fill for big
games, but that his parents would
never sit up there. Instead, they
would bring small chairs from
home and sit just behind the back-

stop fence. For the most part,
his mother watched silently, un-
less she was arguing with the
umpires, but his father, who
rarely talked at home, never
stopped chattering at the ball-
field. A highly touted, power-hit-
ting left fiélder in his day, Jose
Sr. would chide his son all game
long and shout endless re-
minders like “Think” and “Be
aggressive” and “Play hard” and
“Don't get lazy.” And he would
repeat these over and over. Yet,
for reasons Ivan doesn’t under-
stand to this day, he somehow
would never get upset at his fa-
ther, nor would he ever ignore
the constant instructions. “Why
would I?" he says, his angry
bulldog face stiffening suddenly.
“It made me what I am.” TSN

Michael P. Geffner is a
contnibuting writer for THE
SPORTING NEWS,




