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Buddy Rosar

20. And Buddy gets his men with-
out calling for pilchouts as pro-

*

tection!

Kecping traffic under control on the
basepnths is one of bascball's interest-
ing studies, and Buddy, following a
close study, knows all the angles,

Rosar served a long apprenticeship
under Bill Dickey on the Yankees
when the latter was baseball’s top
calcher, and Buddy learned to look for
certain signs Mat tipped off a base run-
ner's thoughts. It is the backstop's job
to keep & runner from stealing agninst
a pitcher as well as just {rying to beat
a throw from the plate, following a
pitch, :
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Dickey's Tips From Bench
“You can often tell when a run-
ner iz about to take off for scc-
ond by merely watching him," Ro-
sar beg;n, in explaining his tech-
nique in cutling down boys with
larceny In their hearts, “Some-
times he leans forward; if he is a
rookie, he becomes fidgety and
takes a lead too soon. You can
tell these things much better from the

bench than when you are caiching.

“When I was with the Yankees,
Dickey angd I had & cerfain signal that
we when a runner gave him-
self away. If Bill was catching, 1
would holler out, 'Give him a drink,
Bill' That's not the exact signal, but
it was something on that order, some-
thing that had nothing to do with the
game and would not cause any atlen-
tion. And Bill would “p me off in the
same way when 1 was working behind
the plate.

“The New York club was one ouifit
that knew lts stuff when it came to
reading the opposing team's signs. Art
Fleicher and Earle Combs, the coaches,
were maslers, too, at calling pitehes and
relaying them to the hillers. Joe Gor-
don was a terrific hitter on a called
pitch, especially in the late innings
with the score close. He could hit =
long ball that broke up many a ball
game.

“Maybe the reason for Joe's slump
Jast yesr was that he wasn't getting
those vitches, or maybe he missed
Fletcher and McCarthy. . . . He's one of
the best base runners in the American
League, Cleveland will be a team to
watch on the bases this coming scason
with George Case and Gordon on the
same club,
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“Rirzuio Also Good”—Rosar

“It's a tossup between Case and
Gerrge Stirnweiss as to which is
the best runner in the loop. One
is faster and the other gets a bet-
ter jump on the pitcher. Angtiher
clever fellow at gelting away on
i steal is Phil Rizzuto of the Yan-

Ces,

“The White Sox have three top men
on the paths in Don Kolloway, Thur-
man Tucker and Luke Appling. Luke
has slowed down, but he's a smartie.
Joe Kuhel is in the =ame class. And
when the score Is clase in those late
Innings, you've got to get Mickey Ver-
non or he'll take that extra base. Joe
DiMaggio is like Vermon—he dooen't
steal much, for ke's too valuable to risk
injury, but in a tight game he can
really go for that exira sack.

“Both DiMaggios—Joe and Dom—are
among the best base runners in the
game. And there's a fellow named
Johnny Pesky with the Red Sox who
bears plenty of watching when he
reaches first base. Smarties like those
fellows don't often give themselves
gway. You study base runners for their
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and three different major league clubs,
‘.. face of his remarkable record of 117 straight games
without an error last season, there is some basis to
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By J. G. TAYLOR SPINK ______l

Keeping Reins on Reindeers on Base Paths

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.

Warren (Buddy) Rosar of the Athletics, who
established a major league record by catching 117
games last year without an error, is going to be in
lip-top shape when the season opens.
ready is in West Palm Beach, an early arrival be-

Buddy al-
opening of Connie Mack’s spring

At 32, Rosar is a veteran of three All-Star games

On the

admirers that he is the best mask-

man in the majors.

Connie Mack, who holds to that opinjon, bascs
his rating of Rosar on the calcher’s {eam wvalue, his
handling of pitchers and his throwing. There are no statistics on
how many stolen bases were charged against Buddy
but regular observers at the A's games say the figure was less than

last season,
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Rosar Tabs Joe DiMaggio

Top A. L. All-Round Star

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.—Joe
DiMaggio has the greatest all-round
ability in the American League, but
Ted Williams is easily the best hit-
ter, in Buddy Rosar's book.

*l have never seen any pilcher
fool Ted," said the A's star. “Re-
member that any tirae g batier goes
to the plate the law of averages is
working against him. Sure, Ted has
missed piiches and popped others
up, but they didn't fool him,

“I don't think he'll change his
style of hitting, even if they could
throw nine men on the lefi side of
the infield. He isn't puid to bunt
and hit singles. The Boudreau shirt
may have bothered him, but he’l
make them change yet. I never saw
Ruth or Cobb, but Williams is the
best hitter I've ever seen and he's
a swell guy, too. I've studied Ted.
He has perfect reactions at the plais
and the best pair of eyes in base-
ball"

little habits and tricks, but mainly a
catcher can break up a steal or a hii-
and-run play or a4 run-and-hit play by
watching every factar in the game.

Run-and-Hit and Hit-and-Kun

“There is a difference between
the run-snd-hit and the hit-and-
run,” Resar paused to explain,

“Joe Cronin, also Jimmie Dykes
when he had the men, are strong
for the run-and-hit, On this one
the batter has a pitcher in the hole,
and the base runner is stealing on
the pitch. On the hit-and-run the run-
ner isn't stealing. The RH is a bigger
gamble, for the hitter iz trying to
drive the runner around 1o home and
score him.

“These are two plays that a calcher
has to study clese if he is to avoid a lot
of stolen bases. Where do you find the
tipoff? You have to watch four ~en
+ « «» and that’s where a cafcher nceds
a confederate on the bench to help him.
On some clubs, the manager flashes the
signal to the first bsse cvach to relay
{o righthand hitiers and to the third
base coach for lefthand hitiers, That's
the way the Yankees under Joe McCar-
thy did it.

“On other clubs like Washington, the
third buse coach gave the signals fo
all the hitters. You watch a base run-
ner gelling a signal from the batter
for the hit-and-run., If he is inexperi-
enced, he frequently quits looking at
the batter after a ceriain sign has been
given to him, and you immediately
deduce what that sign was and that
something is afoot. 1 the runner has
speed, and the club plays the run-and-
hit a lot, and it’s early in the game and
the pitcher isn't in & hole, you can call
for a waste pitch, a high fast ball out-
side. That's the essiest pitch to get
away.

“1t the batter takes a swing at the
pitch, you know that the hit-and-run
was on—if he doesn’t and lets it go by,
you know that it was the run-and-hit.
A batter whe gives the hit-and-run and
doesn't iry i{o bother the catcher with
at least a swing at the ball is not a good
feamn man.

“"One of the hest team men in the
American League and one of baseball's
most underrated stars is Tommy Hen-
rich of the Yankees" continued Bud-
dy. “When Tommy iz in a slump, that's
when you have to watch for him to
pull something. 1 caught his hit-and-
Tun sign lust year, not from him but
from the bass runner, tnd it saved us
& game.

“Henrich Is the kind of a player
who'll give himself up anytime to help
his club. That's why his everage is
really a lot better then it looks on

paper. And when he's not hitting those
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Steve Slyly Opens Door for Ricrd' -_
to Get in Some Early Raps at Camp)|
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Virgil Trucks
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Steve O'Neill
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Dick Wakefield

LAKELAND, Fla.

Conversation heard in the lobby
of the New Florida Hotel the other
dey:

taking a workout?"

Dick Wakefield=*I have been
working out.”

O'Neill—"Doing what?”

Wakeficld—“Playing golf, hand-
ball, squash and things like that, and

O'Neill—*Walking where?"

Wakefield—"From here to the cor-
m.r*l‘l'

O'Neill-"1 know. From here tfo
the Elks Club. Did you walx back
or call a cab?”

Wakefield—"No, I didn't call a cab.
I walked back.

O'Neill—'"That was fine. Now, how
about running. Have you done any
running?”

Wakefield—"Why no, not exactly.”

O'Neill—"Had a bat in your hand?”

Wakefield—"Yes."

O'Neill—"T mean recently?”

Wakefield—"Just last week.”

O'Neill—"*Where was 1hat?™

O'Neill-"Did you have to go 1o
Rudy Yeork's farm to get hold of a
bat?" :

Wakefield—"1 didn't go there for

man on the Yankees.

“A good base runner watches the
iype of deliveries made to the batter,”
said Rosar, warming up in his discus-
sion,

“Few pitchers in the majors have
a perfect delivery to keep runners
glued to the bases. Some pitchers tip
off their delivery to the plate by mov-
ing their feet first before throwing;
others lean their shoulders or head
forward.
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Henshaw Wizard With Half Balk

“Lefthanders have a natural
advantage in watching a runmer
on first, but the two cagiest pitch-
ers I've handled in the American
League, at that, were righthand-
ers, Mel Harder and Spurgeon
Chandler. Roy Henshaw, the lit-
tle lefthander whno has retired
from the game, had the best motion to
first 1 ever saw. It was a half balk.
He used to throw his leg in the direc-
tion of first base, and if the runner
took much liberty he was picked off.”

Rosar mentioned these pitcher weak-
nesses, adding that a pitcher with a lazy
motion was easy meat for a runner, to
point out that a catcher must alsp
know his pitcher to bhe sot to throw
when the runner discovers the flaw in
his delivery.

‘T've made throws to second base

when the runner wasn't 30 feet away,"
said Rosar. “In fact, the runner had

Steve OWeill—"How about you -

Wakefield—"At Rudy York's farm.” -

that. I just stopped off there to see
Rudy. He's got a den with a lot of
pictures and things and a pile of bats
and he was showing me the proper
swing and all that Diz Trout and
his wife and two kids got there
soon after I did and there was York
and his wife and their three kids,
and Diz and his wife and two kids,
and Rudy and me and a couple of
other fellows, I can't think of their
names right now, but Rudy keeps
them on his place so he's always got
somebody to go fishing and hunt-
ing with.”
Rudy a Busy Guy

O'Neill—“What kind of a place has
he got?”

Wakefield—"0h, a regular farm.
You know, a house and barn and
couple of sheds and a couple of
cottages where those two fellows
live that he goes hunting with, And
cows and pigs and chickens, and
things like that.”

the

O'Neill-“"And don't forget
bats.”

Wakefield—"Yes, the bats. And
he's got 30 suits of clothes, most of
'em brand new, that people in
Boston gave him last year. And he's
got six bolts of woolens that he got
in Boston from admirers and he's go-

ing to have them made into suits
for himself and wife. He went to a

long drives, he is the best hit-and-run<:the base stolen while the ball was still<wants it, and he advises others by,

in the pitcher's hand.

“But in baseball, it doesn't pay to
take anything for granted. That run-
ner might stumble or overslide the
base, and if you didn't throw, you
would miss an opportunity. It pays to
:.hmw to prt;l:ut;h y:tursﬂf and your
eam, even i seem
don't have a chance.™ e you

On a het day, Buddy related, Mack’s
pitchers have orders fo throw frequent-
ly to first base, especially with run-
ners like Case, Rizruto, Stirmweiss or
other speed merchants on the bag.

“It may be boring to fhe fans to
watch a pitcher keep driving a run-
ner back, and making him hit the
dirt,” he explained, “but it sometimes
wears a runner down, and fakes that 1jt-
tle edge away from his start. If a
runner can start right off, he has a big
margin in his favar. Qur pitchers
thmw:uw:rtnﬁrstbamasaﬂmasther
can with h;ihangﬁmu: runners.”

Rosar believes he is a 50
better catcher today than he f:scgg:
years ago, and he asked us to pass on
%'ﬂm? o the Reatimer e
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“I‘h_em Is = flock of players in the
American League who owe a lot to
Harry Latina” said Buddy. *“T'm
one and Rudy York is another. He
made a first baseman's mitt that did
wonders far Rudy's fielding. He makes
a glove sccording to the way the player

. ]
tailor at Cartersville, thal's in Gear- {80
gia near where he lives, but I gues
the tailor didn't understand just
how Rudy wanted 'em made so he's
going to another tailor."
O'Neill-—"He must be prefty busy,
what with loocking after the farm -
and having visitors and giving you .
batting lessons.” -
Wakefield—"He's busy all right
He's 20 busy that he hasnt hed.
time to sign a contract. He hasnl
even read it He says it can wait
1 guess he's the only Boston player
that ha=n't signed.”
O'Neill—"Well, let us go to the
park and you show me what you
showed Rudy and what Ruody
showed you about batting.”
Wakefield—"Training doesn't starl
till next week.” iat
O'Neill—*For you it starls today.
You need plenty of practice” .}
Wakefield had no comeback to that |
remark. He recalled his 268 average §
last year and he didn't come up wilh
anything about portal-to-portal. Y
-O'Neilll—Tll get somebody o )8
pitch to you.” T
Wakefield—"“Who?"
O'Neill—Virgil (Trucks) will do j§
the pitiching.”
So to the park they went and en-:
gaged in the first workout of the §iy
year. :
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Jook at their hands as to what typed
- W oW . -.'.1
Uses Small Mitt "
“In the glove Latina made
web. The glove has its poc .||
right there in front, there is liqgy
padding in the tip of the. 0% \
It is a small glove, but it b | .
perfect pocket for me. VIl Suuyiy
can handie bounce balls, sliders, K |
one hand and that makes it Jf
“T could play first base or
field with that glove. Harry coméfy
of the clubs. ‘I like this glove, 3 P2
will zay, ‘but the fingers showdd
pocket here . . ! And Latina @8
his tools and re-makes that PAr
glove, '
van was talking o Latina. Your
ing a great job for the fielders B
he s3id, ‘but you tock 30 |
marvelous backhanded stabs 683
drives you see in the outfield _.;_ .
making. And he also owns & FEURR
Buddy Resar's fielding record” °%
And Warren Rosar of the A I

glove they should use.
me I cateh the ball in front of K
and nét too much near the Wik
lers and bad breaking fast balls; N
spring training and makes the 1009
laced . . . and it should have & GE%
“One day in St. Louis Bﬂi}'.
batting average.’ . . . Many i
are due to Harry Latina's art 12 ¥%

out into the Florida sun for bis =8,
ing-up exercises.
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