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‘Ill Get That Pitcher Next Time’

Tribe’s Rosen at Top on Will to Produce

Al Surprlsed ’[__Makes Hur lers ChOkB Wlt ChOkB Gri ip

at 100 RBIs,
40 Homers

But He Insists High Plate
Mark Is No Fluke, Feels
He Will Do Better in ’54

——

By HAL LEBOVITZ
DETROIT, Mich.

Al Lopez, the Indians' manager,
likes a “fighting ball player” and
he has a:particularly high regard
for Al Rosen, his third baseman,
whose phenomenal year kept the
Tribe in contention.

“What I like about Al most of
all,” says Lopez, “is his determina-
tion. After a pitcher gets him out
he'll come back to the bench and
say, ‘I'll get him next time.’ And} by
golly, he does, To him, each pitcher is
a personal challenge.”

Rosen appreciates the compliment.
“Actually,” he grins, “everything about
this game is a challenge to me. I don’t
want to accept mediocrity. I want to
be as good as I possibly can be in every
phase of the game.”

He takes pride in the fact that, slow '

as he is, he leads the Indians in stolen
bases, Serious concentration gained
him this distinction,

He is even more pleased with his
_fielding improvement. "“The change in
Rosen's fielding is amazing,” said Hank
Bauer, the Yanks' outfielder recently.
“I roomed with him at Kansas City
and even Flip will admit he was a poor
flelder in those days. Now the guy is
polished.” If you had seen him before,
you wouldn't believe it's the same per-
mn“ﬂ'
.~ Rosen became a good fielder through

sheer effort, Last spring, when the
rookies were invited to Daytona Beach
for a pre-spring training session, Rosen
showed up, too. While the others spent
most of their time in the batting cages,
Rosen fielded grounders, hour after
hour, under the tutelage oi Coaches
Tony Cuccinello, Red Kress and Man-
ager Lopez. Then he took his turn
swinging—with a choke,
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They Pay Off on Hits

“I'm thrilled with my fielding
improvement,’” says the third
baseman, happily, ‘“but after all,
hitting is where you make the
money. Glove men don't get the
big pay and just like the others,
I'm out to make as much as I can

for my family, so please don't
blame me for being so delighted w1th

my hitling."”

This, too, Rosen improved by studious
endeavor. “It's amazing,” he confesses,
“the little things you can pick up
through observation,

“For example, by watching Mickey
Vernon 1 have noticed he goes with
the pitcher. That's an important thing.
And just by little hints Al Lopez gives
the men, including myself, I have
gained many lessons. And you'd be
surprised how you can pick up things
by watching the opposing dugouts, I've
seen Casey Stengel make suggestions
to a hitter by demonstrating a batting
motion, and 1 have absorbed this in-
formation, too.”

Rosen insists his lofty average is
no fluke, In a recent conversation he
said, “I'm batting .329 today, which is
much more than was expected of me,
Yet, if you said to me, ‘Will you settle
for .329 for the season?’ I'd say no, 1
feel I can do better. _

“I hope no one considers me boast-
ful in this respect; but 1 feel certain
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Poor Fielder in Past Years,
Raises His Average 10 Points

NEW YORK, N. Y.—Al Rosen,
considered a poor fielder in past
years, has raised his fielding aver-
age more than ten points this sea-
gon., The Indians' third baseman
went more than a quarter of the
season without bring charged with
a bobble,

After a span of 39 games in which
he fielded flawlessly, he finally com-
mitted a boot on Septemnber 13 when
his wide throw pulled First Base-
man Bill Glynn off the bag.

|

hitting third baseman,

SHORT GRIP FOR LONG SWATS That's the system that has been
paying off for Al Rosen this summer in his bid for the American League

triple crown. Most of the major league’s famous sluggers gripped their
bats at the end for better leverage.

Mel Ott, who choked their grips even more than Rosen. The short grip
is conducive of better control of the weapon, theorizes the Indians' hard-
-—Phntna by Cleveland Press

But there have been others, like

Stengel Tabs
'Fllp Loop’s
Best Player

on Changed Stance; He’s
Tribe’s Top Basc Stealer

second and you're the pitcher. Your
best pitth is 4 low fast ball. If Rosen
is going to be dumb he'll stay back
in the box as usual. But if he's smart,
Rosen will move up— a step closer to
the ball and a step closer to first base."

Rosen agrees that it sums up to this:
"1 go with the pitcher's power, if pos-
sible, just as Vernon and some of the
other hitters 1 consider very intelli-
gent do.”

Rarely, he says, does he think about
a home run. *“I concentrate on hitting
the ball,” he puts it. “If T hit the ball
I'm physically equipped to make it go
somewhere.”

One of Rosen's secrets is that he isn't
afraid to copy someone who has been
successful, When he first played third
base for the Indians he followed Geuvrge
Kell's fielding style down to the min-
utest motion. “1 figure he was the
best,”” explains Rosen. Slowly, Flip's
own style developed.

“Sometimes,” confesses Rosen, "it
takes a long time for advice to sink
in. When Al Simmons was with us
as a coach about three years ago, he
said, ‘You have to hit each pitcher
differently,’ For me, that was hard to
believe, because at that time I thought
I was hitting good with my one sct
style, Now, I realize he was perfect-
ly correct.”
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Confident of ‘Better '54

Because of the experience of
one more year, Rosen feels he'll
o into. next season an even more
confident hitter,
“I'll gel better,” he declares, “if
for no other reason than that I'll
get better pitches to hit., You see,

I believe I'll have acquired enough
confidence in myself that I'll be able

fo take advantage of all three sirikes
offered a hitter. I'll be able to let a

b M SRR - S strike go in order to wait for my pitch.

BABE RUTH

my batting average will continue to im-
prove,

“Now, on the other hand, I'm sur-
prised myself that I've hit 40 homers
and batted in over 100 runs. These
totals are much more than I expected
and I don't consider the.m goals for
next year,

“I believe I can hit 30 homers a sea-
son and knock in 100 runs. But 40 hom-
ers are a lot, especially for the Cleve-
land Stadium, And with all the night
games we play—more than 60 a season—
it's difficult to feel fresh enough and
strong enough for each game,
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Rail-Clicks No Lullaby

“I don’t sleep well on trains and
often I find myself tired when 1
gu out on the ball field. I have

to jerk myself up, drwe myself,
if you get what I mean.’

Rosen is coming close to the
triple crown, being a favorite to

Erab the home run and RBI titles,
ut the batting championship is mov-

ing in Mickey Vernon's direction. Mick-
ey, of course, is a lefthander and ball
players are certain a southpaw swinger
has the edge. “He's at least two steps
closer to first base,” is the reasoning,
Last player to capture the triple crown
was Ted Williams., The Splinter turned
the trick in 1947, and 1942 as well.
“My experience this year makes me
admire Williams all the more,” says Ro-
sen, “Winning the triple crown seems
like such an impossibility. I never gave

‘1 it any thought until I realized I had a

chance., Now, I'll admit I'm trying for
it, but I don't expect to win it. You
‘know, being ‘as close in the race as
we have been, we face the best pitchers
day after day.”

Rosen is certain he will remain an im-
proved hitter because of his change
in thinking and, as a consequence, his
batting style.

homers. I didn't swing for average. I
swung for the fences. You see, after
the 1950 seasomn, in which I hit 37 hom-

ers, 1 received more pay than I ever
dreamed of. I figured, ‘Gee, if I have

“In 1951,"” he says, “I concentrated on |

“Sounds great,” he laughs, “doesn’t

Casey Says Rosen Delayed
~ Yanks’ Pennant-Clinching

NEW YORK, N. Y.—Casey Sten-

gel, manager of the Yankees, paid

" Al Rosen, Cleveland third baseman,
a fine tribute when he said;

“That fellow is responsible, single
handed, for keeping my boys from
doing their pennant-clinching earli-
er this year. _

“In one game,” Casey went on,
“he goes up in front of the shortstop,
and a pretty good shortstop it is,
too, and makes a play on Bauer.
Now, Bauer's a fast man and I never
think they'll get him, what with the
winning run going over the plate.
But that Rosen does, and we lost
the run, Later, we lose the game,

“Another time, he comes up with
iwo men on base, one first and sec-

" ond, that is. He aims to do the right
thing. He aims to hit behind the
runners, that is right field. He does.
He hits to right field. On a line,

“Right up there,” Casey said, point-
ing to.the stands. “Three runs, We
lose that one, t00.”

|

another good home run year, no telling
how much I can make.’

By f{rying to swing for distance he
suffered his worst season: only 24 hom-
ers and a .265 batting average. It Wwas
a lesson.

“I don't try to overpower all the
pitchers, any more,” he now confesses.
“Of course, there are certain occasions
when it's proper to go for the long ball,
and sometimes the short one is more
sensible, Sometimes you go up to the
plate feeling awfully gond; you feel
the sweep and rhythm in your swing.
Other days you don’t feel powerful and
you just concentrate on the hase-hit.

“When 1 first came up to the maainrsgtl’
was strictly a pull hitter. Now I go
right field if a pitcher pitches me that
way. Or I'll try for the hole over sec-
ond.

“I'm not a guess hitter, but I try to

-

ter reveals that he often changes his

it? Hope it works out that way.”

This season has brought Rosen many
rewards: He hLas heard Casey Stengel
call him the best plaver in the league,
He has heard other managers and play-
ers praise him equally, He is a good
bet for the most valuable player award,

But he also is disappointed in the
sad fact that the Indians failed again to
win the pennant. “That,” he insists, ‘is
my greatest ambition . . , to play in
the World's Series,”

Rosen has achieved stardom in his
fourth full season in the majors. He
hopes he can maintain his reputation,
He says, "l never wanted to be just a
ball player. 1 always wanted to be as
good as I possibly could. I've worked
hard to attain some stature in this game,
If 1 find myself going downhill one
of these years, I think I'll quit. I
wouldn't mind if I were a Johnny Mize,
but the Mizes are few and far be-
tween,"

When Rosen does call it a career he
hopes to switch to the radio and tele-
vision field as a sports announcer. One
thing you can bet—he'll be a good one,
Because he’ll work at it, That's Rosen.

| n

Sheps for Groceries, Cooks

Breakfast for Wife and Self

CLEVELAND, O.—Whenever Al
Rosen is asked to what he attributes
his, successful 1953 season, he says,
“Much of it is due to peace of
mind.,” Marriage has been the ma-
jor contributing factor, he insists.
He has been married for nearly a
year. Y1 feel so much more con-
tented now,” he says. “This is liv-
ing."” The Rosens are expecting their
first child just prior to the 1954
spring training. Rosen, the solicit-
ous husband, does the shopping and
now that his wife, Terry, doesn’t
feel too spry in the mornings, he
admits, quite happily, that he makes
breakfast for both of them.

figure,_ out the thinking of both the
caicher and the pitcher, ¥ou get to
know them after a while, Really,
there's very little guesswork to hitting.
I think I know better, now, how the
different clubs will try to pitch to me,
For example, if I hit a home run ioday
off a high fast ball and tomorrow I'd
face a high, fast ball pitcher, I'm sure
he'd still go to his strength regardless
of what I did the day before.”

« & &

Plans How to Hit -

Rosen admits he does plenty of
thinking about his batting. “If I'm
playing third base and coming up
in the next inning I give some
thought to it,” he says. He even
thinks about his hitting a day in
advance. “Suppose,” he reveals,

“we were riding a train to New
York. I'd be thinking about the pitcher

for the next day. Suppose it were {o
be Vic Raschi, I'd plan my method of
hitting against him. I'd decide, I'm
sure, that he’d throw high, fast balls
at me. Then if 1 saw 1 guessed wrong,
I'd change my approach,

“You know,” he grins, “it's tougher
for the hitter to get a base-hit than it
is for the pitcher to get him out, It
takes some thinking. That's one of the
things that makes Ted Williams so great.,
I honestly think that Ted knows what's
coming, nine out of ten times. I don't
mean the type of piich, whether it’s a
slider or curve ball, but he knows the
location. He knows where each pitcher
will try to pitch to him, He's made
a study of it."”

Cf8se observation of Roscn the bat-

position in the box and also the posi-
tion of his hands on the bat. He never
holds the bat at the very end and he’ll
move way up on his club on certain
pccasions.

4] shift both my feet and hands ac-
cording to the pitcher and the count,”

he admits. “Just for instance,” he illus-
trates, “there’s a runner on first and ! i} N
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fll Sfeﬁs From Kel{_ne_r"s 3 Shadow Into Place in Sun

osen's Hot Bat Sparks Tribe Flag Spurt
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Lead Indlans n Homer Threatens Club Records
and 1n Driving In Runs:
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Pair of Strong Wrists Give Him Distance on Swalss

g

Club Was Forced to Keep Him After Three Oplions
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By HAL LEBOVITZ
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CLEVELAND, O.

Al Rosen, his mother and stepfather (Mr. and Mrs. Sol Gould) |
and a few close friends were seated in front of the loh-wu:un sotin
the Goulds' cozy apartment in Forest Hills, N. Y.

The group had just finished a Southern fried chicken dinner
cooked in super fashion by Al's mother. It was a most pleasant
evening. [t was dessert to an afterncon in which the Indians had
trounced the mighty Yankees, 16 to 2, Al having contributed his '
share with three hits,

Now to relax before the television sereen. It was a sporls pro-
gram. The announcer went over the events of the day and in the .

e L e S
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midst of his ad lib he asked his unseen audience, “And who do vou! S L
think will be the American League Rookie of the Year, Walt Dt‘upui 4 . §- _
or Luke Easter?' Had the sui'ﬂ—-"—"m-“——-* S e s et e
been a two-way device, the an- f -t
ruum“.'{ rlu nulldflmve haéi tc; mus- AL ‘ -
er a rebultal, for immediately one L -
of Al's friends vyelped, “What about SINCE s DEBUT ‘:*:-: Y
Al Rosen? How could you farget him? Q@ E N I PRO-BALL AT '
What abunt his homers and RBIs?" / THE AGE OF 17, AL .
"Calm  down, Eddie.” Al told his ' WAS A CONSISTENT . -
buddy. *"I''m used to being ignored— THE INDIANS 25-YEAR-OLD 200 HIYER WHLE ~ '
at the start of the scason. It doesn’t SLUGGING THIRD BASEMAN" ) o B
bother me so much any more, Wait HAS NOT ONLY MADE IN THE MINOKS. s
till the end of the year, when all the '
chips are in. Then they alweys seem TRIBE FANS FORGET KEN 'y‘r
to have reason to remember me.’ KELTNER, BUT HE (IS
With that one paragraph, Al (Call Me GUNNING- FOR HAL
Flipy Rosen summed up his annual his- TROSKY'S TEAM BATTING
tu;I\' as a Imtlli plaver. t -t l EECHED.S,-.. 42 HOMERS
OWeVe! wee previous trips to the
Tribe, when he plaved seven games in AND 162 RBI s....
1947, five in "8 and 2% in 49, eliminate
him as a candidate for consideration
as Rookie of the Year.
The Year of Decision
Flip was virtually ecrammed
down DMuanager Lou Boudreau's
throat at the start of this season.
He had been optioned out three
times. Now the Indians had to
keep him on the roster or turn
him over to one of the many
bidders.
Hosen’s  minor league batting ree-
erd was splendid, but his fielding un-
ecertain, Most important, Boudreau had
never seen Flip hite Strangely,  the
rookie’s hitting was weak each spring
the Indians 1ook him to camp. Even
in "4 and "9, when he spent short
spans with the Tribe during the rezu-
lar season, he was unable to do anv- .
th ng impressive.
This spring the sltory was thn same. g St 5 O ‘ 3 _ _ . - . : . .
In fact. it was beginning to appear P iy e At A _ AR At U R %, e -
that Ken Keliner, the wveteran  third : TR B i { ooy & v ' g N ™
baseman, would be back at his old hot ’
corner on opening day. ;‘H
But on the mght of April 11 in To- s o
pelka, Kan, the decision was made to R, T -
reicise Keliner on the  assumption ey, V
that the veteran had slowwed down too A
much  to hegp the club sufliciently ' )
through a full scason, There was rome
taik that General Manager Hank L v
Greenbers poshed the move to open o o
the way for Rosen,  But Boudroau, ’\::_.*“ '
in announcing Keliner's release, said- 4 ¥ »
*The pesition is Nosen’s, for the time
biring ot least. If he fails, my ace in| o ... et — 4 o
the hole 1s Bob Kennedy tthe convert- | Rosen  returped m hrr.; I-.Lht- el . :
ed right fietder” a da-inch bt weghing 23 num{. Fur-: SRR r”' It e A ”1'; Por s
< e thermore, he choked up on a few ! T i ' 'I‘r.;-‘.---l L ';r o A .E "‘ '
Escapes Ken's Shadow imches. Rowen sn’t a big man, weiph- .
Rosen was told of Keltner's re- ITR only 180 and standing five-11 ],P 8 ’h(" ,{lfji Gf ( [f’l'f’!ﬂ'flf, ,\ “'l” !.J.-e..: ; i I.ﬂ.]i :'+ I | '.'I. ‘ .
lease that night in the coffee shop ',;‘h ]:"'P“““"‘Il oy aappdes “‘i“*”'“‘ i CLEVELAND. O Coovebund s vt 0 candont oo by e, PEbe i i B sy e Bt
of the Hotel Kansan. The next|, ! ”“; r';’ ”I'{'”E I W Puke Can B hag a reulation stk g e e team s 1 4 e L KRS BRI CV R PIE TR
day he began to hit—and heflp @O B Henus WGBRen ONC gl O e tearbe 8K Bt Gt g ol s :‘; Gt ba B e o e a s
hasn't stoppoed, nfllhl:' '.[:'lm"."' tmmortals, “h“n ﬂwi Years of age. the groat rapocs obooae to ba gatledd i Al I‘ SRR IO P R R R T I T TP DR
Al has I}.l'.‘!.‘l'l a fixture since the TT:hP payed a recent exhibitiom ”13 SOOImany Wearns at b froaf o r-*'ll*‘i“"'l Ficgo o tiario 10 00 1 rl.p--'ur: ‘.'1.1‘ L L LY I P T O I .
start of the scason. His home run {;TLH];;::::,I:{E II’E;:'T::“ E;H;LHII:;;,:‘;:m:-[:ié forced to tose coms 1o decide Wl ch coun L e e e Jre o PR
output of 25 as of July 5 led both o o ahee B b Al Rosen's debut ana Clevs Dl o fis vone 0 Septenn her 1980 wren, ¥ i - ,
Inﬂ]Hr ](‘;—::‘,!.H'H. one I'I'ILI'EI‘E than Ted S..”"king the ball a‘ﬂmn“ the }“”!HT;: thp Tribe ¢allied Viirre L froammy C0btarowre e [y o [rae & lei eaf 'ln.J:,I ';,...d. ' .. Starred ' er“‘“ Plas
Williams and three more than Ralph Field ‘scorchaard, Wagner. w]‘t” d!dnli Laeague season, His firs plate apgw canre v e v Yok Staloge  before ’MH,IJ."“ I'{Hm‘:f all A
Kiner. He 15, by far, the Tribe's lead- kn“:w Al .f”'”l] ,Hn}l nﬂw:: ['!F.‘r{‘_!“ndi the largest crowd 1 ever o reeal . A T st omee of thoos R Y r:_'"“-t' Pl Lo 7 1 EII'-.I_.
ing RBI man. player, “f“d' h“wf ther's a hitter. it a homer hes first Gine upe In far Dok s bt ancvinang, 1 owoan gt phaen eal thinge i the workd for bl
I's alwavs the custom to rationalize Watch himn whm.:nm that  ball  the | scared 1o deatl:. ) - - : LA by 14 b reputation an St
when there is such a sudden change, last Wﬂ“d'. That's “-.}H'W iocounts ;Il "Both my knees were shaking av | ovalied v Uy the Latrer s beor ] Was fod P“““E“ b miake it o
as in Ruosen's case. His Explanatmn That 'H"LE[I mn  there, Jist when Yo looked up 'Hﬂd waw Joe D Maggn 001 16 Cenrer ‘J.,.- Pugr alrord an fers RO o, vl laenalls 'h Vol
is: "1 was always in Keltner’s sha- connect. . . of me and about LK peaple stting togns on e of 1 farehead ] a4y all _:Hih!'!l : !H the  Meroll Stewen,
dow. Everybody was comparing me . . ) ceyys right after 1 took iy firet swoang and rmooved e Do patiaged e &t ke [ Hri.l Yoards r“l;.{“ of the Dade
to Kenny, one of the really great third Tribule From Williams out” . . r"*i”‘--- .! “?l He gl veb wrand b
basemen. 1 worried so much about| Only the other day Ted Wil- When Al Rosen hit his fourtecteh bome cun Satord e Jone Boan Paog. g 000000 S s B JHeanwbide e
my fielding it affected my hitting.” |liams was analyzing Rosen to! adelphia. he 1ok abaut four stens after the ball efr fon bat el anl f f'.:';, . I‘ e : .IZ;" el et
Another possibility is that once the|Rosen. “You have a strong, quick | as if fascinated, walched it woar 1nto the unper lef fiotd siande Lrestin thae s ot e voere e
way was cleared for Rosen., he re-|pair of wrists,”” observed Ted. “Look.” pointed one of hoe teananates i the dugoosr, the gav et f::.,":_,,.’h..’"' o .,,P':"‘ ._':’.”rk seriged
turned 1o the batting style which |“You're a natural hitter.” can't believe jt!” HAL LEBOVITZ, L B et ,:11“.‘;,',', t"ﬂ I
made him a constant scourge of mi-| Al was alwayvs an athlete and— PR b th M,‘{{'- At ";:
nor league pitchers. During the early | his record shows—a good one. In u ] L e Ji%!: :trh:fl Fi,.t.:,i e o e
part of the past spring he kept re-|elementary school he pitched for; who don't know the backgroumd n!*"..';;rmﬂi b words ofen goves the o 0 0 ’1 ';,h'm 'i i’_"_’*""ﬂ "i’
peating, “If I could only hit one home | his classtroom softhball team. The kids! the name are inclined 1o believe | prens, A obeng Miopant Sornetoaeas iyt - :!,- ,‘ b ',ru.' r,. o
run, I could win the job.” So he|called him “The Fhipper”™ because of | stemmed from Al's challenging a*h 11 I...H: t,-.r. ree b hase AL aedaget. ,,-;..: . 'ih.--f., :..4 :.-,.p o
went to spring training at ‘Tucson| his pitching abiluy and this soon was ! tude. The rookie—usually ready  togoically. TR eacte seanan He o owoag
with a two-tone war club. It was|shortened 1o "Flip” The nicknamespeak his mind with the confidence! Fhip obtaned Lo first real bawbal (COSTINURD O8N PAGE & O, 1.
much heevier than his former bats. atuck with hirn and even his imme- | resulting from & hfetime of athletic | '
The day after Keltner was released,! diate family calls him by it. Those success in which his actiony a}w:;.-;[*
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the Cleveland flannels,

until 1953,

Rosen the third base joh.
back in 1TME?"

leader for the past four yeors,

Alter Hitch-H

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE D

—— - ——

virsily end in foothall, third baseman
In baseball, forward in basketball and
n member of the boxing teim. In fact,
liee won the high school middleweight
Litle fur Florwda, Altogether, he en-
paged om0 amateur bouts and  Lost
only twa on close decisions,  His nose
remaping shipghtly wavy from some
civpht leather,

In his sentor veoar, Hosen was named
one  of  Minnu's outstending griddera
gl s o oresalt seceived his first elose
contact with Clevelund. An All-Star
Clevelnnd teann was sent to Miami to
play s AlLStars e the Kumeguat
Bowl, Al w.o the quarterback  and
B dessr ot %t 00

Despate Avs versatihity, he decided
o concontiate only on baseball in
the futwre T maede up my  mind
baebnll wus pounge (o be my profes-
pion,” he savs Natly,

L

i . mm . ———

+ L]

Foxx Recommended Flip

That spring, 1941, he hiteh:
hiked to the training camps in
Florida and had o long talk with
Roper Peckinpaugh, then mana-
per of the Indians, at St Peters-
burg.  Peck had heard of Flip's
high school exploits and sent him
to work oul with the Wilkes.
Baire team w1 Suimmter, 5. C0 There,
(hwner Mike MeNally offered hum o
Class D contiaet to play wah Thom-
paville, N CLoat §795 o month, But Al
decidad o accept o seholardhup to the

Umiversity  of  Florida,  istend. He
voon o varsity letters as a feeshiman
this  being  possible  during  the war

vears, but when spring came  around
he got the pro baseball bup aeain. He
conflded his burning desire 1o bhecome
& major leaguer to Llovd Gullivksen,
b Mendly golf pro

"I know  Jimmie Foux,
duce you,” promised Gullickson,
Foxx  tuwined  Flip over o another
friend, Herh Pennock, then elief  of
the RHead Sox seouting sy stem,

Penmock  asked Hosen to report 1o
Hradenton, where the Ked Sox' Louis-
ville Lo was i spring touning. Flip
hiuch-tuked thete for a tevout,

“T dudn’t ger muech of o chance to
bat,” he recalls, "1 stooad wround  the
batting  cage waiting for a turn, M
it hadn’t been fone Joe Vounk | onngha
never have received a turm, e was
with Lonasville then and he sad, ‘Get
i front of e’

“Tomust have Tooked  pretty  good.
Lecanne some of the fellas there wad,

. .
Als 25th Homer Equals
His Best Previous Ouiput

CLEVELAND, O . Al Hoaen
fecdead only ot faece pun
after Jule 2 to ot new e
time Juph oy !

How twentv-2ifth o the wenton 1
July L mabkange & the mnagor
Teagie Trades, Aol of Tl
Wilbairs equaled bro previeu, lagh.
e hat it Lty
M and b wanme number wt Ran-
sas Lty o vear

It s e
ﬂ‘l'-'-.':_'_;ll

1l intro-

e — e o e e i bl g

L} Ty

ﬁll‘

INIRER
TRty § |
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Little Injuns Ripening New

By JOIIN
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla.

Now that Al Rosen has finally made the grade, fans out this
way are beginning to wonder how long it will be until Belting
Bob Lemon, Oklahoma City's home run kingpin, is displaying

If L.emon has to sweat it out in the manner that Rosen did,
then the big blonde, now gunning*fur an all-time Texas League
homer record of 55, will not be hitting them for the big Injuns

After Rosen mopped up nearly every individual hitting
mark in the Texas League in 1947, observers here argued that
he was ripe for the big leggue plucking by the parent team.

But such was not the case, not as long as Ken Keliner was around,
and for the next two campaigns Rosen still had to “prove” himself, with
strong years at Knansas City ahd San Diego.
a Jonk-in until General Manager Hank Greenberg of Cleveland stepped
in this spring and disposed of Keltner, with Lou Boudreau then handing

Hngen never had much of

Since then, Ronen has come through handsomely, and some of the
folks out here persist in asking: "Wouldn't he have done the same thing

The rookie road from Qkiahoma Cilty to Cleveland is a rocky one,
even thoeuph the dittle Indians have hoasted the Texas League hilting

Only Outficlder Dale Mitchell and Mike Garcia have shot to the
majos wrd stayed—and Mitchell needed an assist from Commissioner
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iking to Camp

Party for Rosen at Miami
on Return Home in Fall

MIAM], Fln. — Al Rosen, Cleve-
land third sacker, will be honored
with a party at the - Westview
Country Club here, upon his re-
turn home ot the end of the sea-
son, And host for the occasion will

v e Ross Sobel, Westview golf pro,

On & trip north recently, Sohbel
saw Ben Hogan win the National
Open in the playoff, and he saw
Rosen sock his fourteenth home run
of the American League season,

That fourteenth home run was a
specianl gilt from Rosen., Ross went
to Shihe Park in Philadelphia to
see the Athletics play the Indians,
carrying grectings from Bill Klem,
the Old Arbitrator, to Connie Mack.
He talked to Rosen from behind
the dugout before the game. e
asked Al to Lit a home run for
him. When Rosen smacked No.
4, he yelled to the golf pro, "That
was for you." Now Sobel plans a
1arty for Rosen.

‘Don’t tuke anything lezs than a Class
B contract,” but Pennock told me to
ko to Danville, Va., which was Class
C. Penneck snid he'd be up in a few
dovs and we'd talk terms.

“I reported to the manager. | stayed
there three davs, worked out and wait-
<l for Pennock., Finally, the manager
catled me into the office and said, ‘1
just talked to Pennock over the phone
amd 1 told him you'll never make A ball
player. Now I'm telling you the same
thing.

“*Go home and forget all
baseball,' he advized me.

“"For the first time in my life 1 was

about

sperechless,  Honestly, 1T had to fight
hock the tears. 1 was heartbroken.
Then the words came.

"You're wrong,” I told him. ‘1 aim
o prove it to you some day. Some
day I'I make you eat those words.”

" @ B

No, 17—and Secret Came Qut

Rosen kept this episode in his
life a seeret until June 15, That
night he hit his seventeenth homs-
er with a runner on base to beat
the Red Sox, 3 to 1.

He wanted to Le certain that
the former minor Ieague mana-
Ker. now a major league scout,
would  read about it and remember
how a IT-vear-old kid once vowed:
“Sume day 'l make you eat those

Cworgdg !

But the Indians almost lost Ruosen,
Lingy,

Flip in his anxiety  to prove  the
Danvidle manager wrong, immedinteiv
vishied out of s offier and asked
feilow  plavers of they knew  of any
twams where he might enteh o, One

sugpested Frank Stein, a Y. M. A
Jdirector i nearby Sehoolfeld,

The YO MU0 A direvtor sdv <od,
“Ooo e Thomasville, NO 0 Lok up !

din Grusdis, and tell ham 1 sent v,
Although Rosen had tiimed  dowwen
Themasville the veor  before, o
mempesd ot e Chanee, Towoas g three-
heur nide and Flp weached the town
At poome He asned the ficst eitizen ke
siws "Where can T find Jim Grusdis™”
The pent looked at the small hand-
Erip Flip was  carrving and  wid,
"What pesition do you play ™
“Third base,” Flip replicd.
"Don’t leave” said the excited cit-

%
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wnzen, and rushed

Rosen Was Snubbed by Pilot
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ach in Lemon

:

A. B. Chandler, who, because of rules, refused to permif Cleveland to

reiurn big Mitch here in '47, when the Indians attempted to re-farm him.
Once Mitchell made the regular Cleveland lineup, he followed through

with three fine seasons.

lf"ih:hcr Garcia came on strong lale last year fo nail down a regular
berth,

Two years ago, Ray Boone was called in before he had enough times

at hat to qualify for the official Texas League batting title,

He was a

Cleveland bench warmer until only recently,
I.ast season First Sacker Herb Conyers hit 355 for the Texas League
batting title. But he still hasn't played a game for Clevcland, and this

season is with San Diego.

Cleveland's second-string catcher, Ray Murray, also took his lumps.
shuttling back and forth for three years before finally being taken up for

keeps.

So it is small wonder that fans here are speculating on how soon
QOutfielder Bob Lemon will make the grade with Cleveland. Mceantime,
Oklahoma City's Bob is a cinch for Texas League homer honors, cven
if he dm-sﬂmiss a new all-time high, and the league batting champion-

ship.

Lemon is not a polished outfielder, and that fact may work against
him as to big league employment in 1951, But he can improve a lo! {rom
now until September, he can pick up much more with Cleveland next
spring, and, judging from the manner in which Cleveland finally is mov-
ing the youngsters into regular duty, the sccond Bob Lemon may be

& big part of a new youth movement in 1951,

away,
shortly with Gruzdis. Before Rosen
could present his credentials, Gruzdis
declared, “"Boy, you've pgot a job., 1
will give you $% a month.”

Only after he accepted did Rosen
learn that Ythe regular third baseman
had  just been sent to the hospital
with a broken leg.

That night, and for the remainder
of the season, Rosen plaved third base
for Thomasville, finishing with a 306
batting average.

[ L

At Okinawa on D-Day

Then the war interrupted and
Rosen enlisted in the Navy, navi-
gating an assault boat on D-Day
in the first wave at QOkinawa. He
also built up his baseball confi-
tence in the Navy. Before going
overseas he played in several ex-
hibitions against major leagubrs
and did well, "After that 1 never

doubted for a minute that 1 could play
major league ball,” he says,

Upon discharge, he wrote George
Trautman, head of the minor leagues,
to learn which team now owmed his
contract,  The reply was, ‘“Thomas-
ville belongs to the Cleveland Indians'
chain and they have assigned you to
Wilkes-Barre,"

Along with 101 other players, most-
ly war veterans, Rosen reported to the
spring training base at Suffolk, Va.
Al, war-rusty, couldn't make the
Wilkes-Barre club so he was bundled
into a bus with the rest of the cast-
offs. The driver of the bus was
Laddie Placek, the Clevelander who
now 18 Hank Greenberg’'s righthand
man in operation of the Tribe's farm
setup, :

Placek's destination was Harrisburg,
Pa. “You'll be the regular third base-
man on this club,” he promised Rosen.

But upon arrival they learned that
Les Bell, the manager, had another
player, Andy Anderson,
third base. ‘

Rosen asked for his release, but
Placek finally nudged him into an su-
tomobile and drove him to Pitts-
field, Mass., an Indian farm in the
Class C Canadian-American League.
“‘xizau'll play here for sure,” said Pla-
cek.

-

Persuaded to Stick

But at Pittsfield, too, there was
another candidate ahecad of him,
so when Buzz Wetzel, the Cleve-
land farm chief, arrived and said,
“Anybody who does not want to
play for Pittsfield can have his
release,” Rosen was first in line.

Wetzel looked u]: Rosen's 306
average at Thomasville and refused,
but Flip raised such a holler that
Buzz got tired of listening and made
out the papers.

When Placek learned the news, he
rushed  around town secking Rosen.
He finally found the irate youngster
in a diner, taking out his temper on
a pinball machine.

Rusen recalls, "Laddie stond beside
me and Kept repeating, ‘You'll be a
great plaver some day, a big star.
Stick it eut.”  He said it over and
over.,  Finally 1 s=said 'Okav.'”

So. because of Laddie’s persuasive-
aecx Resen today s a blosseming ma-
e deasue star. He won  the third
Poce job ot Pattsfickd, batted 323 and
captured  the  moest valuable  plaver
award o the Canadian-American
League. That was in 1M6. Next soason
was the Tesas League butting cham.
pionship at Okkihoma City, In 48 he
wias optioned to Kansas Citr, where
he became the moest valuable plaver in
the American Association.  Last vear
the Tribe kept him around  awhile
looking at Keltner, and then optioned
him to San Diego where, in 83 pames,
he hit 319 and W homers. In the
meantime he obtained his B, A, de-
gree at the University of Miami,

Taking the place of the popular Kelt-

all set fnl'J

He returncd< J§

1
!
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Indians Blast Stengel’s

All-Star Snub of Rosen

CLEVELAND, O.—Casey Sicengel's
failure to place Al Rosen, Cleve-
land Indians' rookie third sacker, un
the originnal All-Star list drew a
buring blast from the Tribe brass.

Rosen, the major leagues' leading
home run hitler, placed sccond 1o
George Kell in the voling. but
Stengel decided not to name a No.
2 third baseman on his original list,
He indicated that if Kell needs help,
Stengel’'s own Gerry Coleman, the
Yankees sccond baseman, can fill
in at third,

Said Indians' Manager Lou Boud-
reau: “Rousen definitely should have
been selected., He's leading the ma-
jors in home runs and he tops our
club in RBIs. 1 don't know what
else a fellow has to do 1o get on.
I think a mistake has been made
in nol naming him to the squad.”

Hank Greenberg, the Tribe's gen-
eral manager, was even more
vechement, "“That Rosen was Jleft
off the All-Star team is an injustice
to his performance, especially when
Gerry Coleman and Tommy Hen-
rich are on the squad,” he pointed
out. "It reveals a flaw in the se-
lection system.

“The inclusion of eight players in
the Yankee lineup smacks of favurit-
ism,

“Rosen's play this year has been
most outstanding and his finc hitting
record would make him wvaluable
to the American League squad if
only as a pinch-hitter. The wur-
prising thing about Rosen is that his
fielding is better than any third
baseman's in the Amecrican League,
including George Kell's,

"As a solace to Rosen, who must
be disappointed by the news. he
can fake hearl in the knnwledge
that he'll definitely be on many
future All-Star squads.”

H

ner was a handicap which Flip guivk-
ly swept aside by hitting a home run
against Detroit in the opener at Cleve-
land’s  Stadium  in  the presence  of
65,744 fans, “That was the biggest thrill
of my life,” admits Al. He hit an-
other the following dav. . And he has
kept right on hitting ‘em ever since
then,

Al's stance is somewhat
cent of his softball days. His feet are
only 18 inches apart and bLe sticks
close to the dish, not more than a foot
away. He pulls his sleeves up high,
showing muscular biceps, and he
swings his bat often as he awaits the
pitcher’s motion.  Then he gets  set,
wiggles his fingers just before his final
grip and gives the pitcher an "“I'm
ready for anything you've got” leok.
His power is in left field, but he's not
aterse to hitting to right field behind
a runner,

On the field, he's a holler guy, and
his voice carries into the stands. “Hus-
tle is the greatest single factor,” he
advises, "next to work. The third is
the willingness to take advice”

Ruosen came to Cleveland with the

reEminis-

Preputation of being 8 below-average

ficlder. To date he has done every-
thing possible 10 correct that impres-
sion, By consgtant practice under the
tutelage of Coach Osear Melillo he has
developed into an adequate infielder.
His errors have been 8t a munimum
and some of his plavs have bordered
on the sensational,

Flip's arm, reputed 190 be of the
shotgun variety, has been surprisingly
accurate. "I used 10 have a powd
arm,” he explans, “but 1 hurt 1t n
the Navy., Now it scems 10 have come
back."”

No wonder, with his surprice hitting
and fielding, he now is being referred
to as "Flip the Fantastic.” :

'FCC Is Asked
for Ruling on
‘Recr_e_atiilg’

Texas Broadcasting Firm
.Charges Liberty Chain Is
‘Deluding’ Its Listeners

———

By FRED W. HENCK
WASHINGTON, D. C.

The Federal Communications
Commission, which has a lot of
problems of its own in the {tele-
vision, broadcasting, 1clephone
and tclegraph fields, has been
asked to enter the sports picture
and probe “reconstructed” base-
ball broadcasts.

Actually, the FCC already has
some experience in the field,
gained from a case last year in which
it ordered the Western Union Tele-
graph Co. to delete a charge that 1he
telegraph company had been making
for stations on a baseball broadeast
network receiving program service
from an originating outlet basing *“re-
created”  baseball games on Western
Union’s ticker service.

The plea for an FCC investigation
came from attorneys for the Texas
Star Broadcasting Co., charging that
the Liberty Broadcasting Syvstem of
Dallas, key station of a baseball net-
work, is deluding the public into
thinking that its “reconstructed” base-
ball broadcasts are actually live pro-
grams coming direct from bail parks.

Texas Star centered its complaints
on charges that Liberty, in fceding the
baseball programs to a group of sia-
tions in the Southwest, uscs crowd
noise recordings, and commenis by the
annobncer to the effect that “We're
now in the ninth inning at the Polo
Grounds at New York,” to make lis-
teners believe that the pames ¢ be-
ing reported by announcers wiiching
the game in the Stadium whe ¢ it is
being played.

Distorted “Picture” Alleped

This result, Texas Star sins, is in-
sulting the intelligence of informed
listeners, since it is announced that
the games are ‘‘reconstructed” snd
such members of the audicnce know
what that means, It also spawns “pet-
ty rackets and gambling,” the com-
plaint contended, because “unscrupu-
lous operators have taken advantage
of unknowing listeners by inducing
them to bet on games the ountcome of
which is already known to the oper-
ators,”

Furthermore, the complaint arpued,
listeners get distorted pictures of the
games, as "“"For example: the announc-
er will call the play as a hit into the
oulfield, with the outficlder catching
the ball for the putout. In reality,
the play will consist of an inlidder
picking the ball up off the ground and
tagging the runner out.,” Another con-
tention was that fewer and fower live
baseball broadcasts are being put on
the air, because of the economy of the
“recreated” ball games.

Taking the complaint somewhat less
than seriously, Liberty Broadcasting
System President Gordon B. McLen-
don merely commented that his name
had been misspelled in the document.

Actually, the FCC alrecady has con-
siderable information on the subject
in its files as the result of the Wesiern
Union-case last year., The complain-
ant in that hearing, Station WIND of
Chicago. put into the record a 15-
minute transcription of a purtion of a

tCONTINUED ON PAGE 26, COL. 1)
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Jets File £100,000 Danmage

Suit Against KRadio Station

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Suit for
$100.000 has been filed by the Grand
Rapids (Central) Jets against Sta-
tion WGRD as a result of alleped
announcemenis over the air that
James T. Williams., owner of the
ciub. has prohibited the bhroadcast
of Detroit Tiger games in the Grand
Rapids area while the Juvis are
plaving at home.

In his declarat:on. Wilhiams stat-
e«l that he is prevented by Naton-
al Association rules from granung
or denying permission to the 10din

stations for the airing of wonr
league games. Only the T 2o« aor
an actredited  agenev oot poake
such a deal with the Jeis Wil-

liams said.

League President Thamoas J. Hal-
liran approved the suit, saving,
“There wire other clubs in the
leacue seeking smilar action, but
now they are Iving low until such
time as some adjustment in the
Grand Rapids suit has been madc.”




