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Quiet Schofield
Defles His Age

MMHEH—‘EILM years ago, Dick Schoflield was bustling

betwees classes:at Griffin High School in Springfield. Il He lelt
proud if he bumped into the principal in the hali and was greet-
ed by 8 sumple hello,
-~ An hour before he woiid open the 1984 season as the Califor-
'nn Angels’ new shoristop, Schofleid stood by his locker shaking
hands with former President Richard Nixon.
You had to wonder about the Zl-year-old's
thoughts at that moment.

Ingeed, Schofield has come far and done it
quickly-too gquickly. you'd swear, by looking
at him He is a babe among grizzied vels, a
round face and dimpled smile enhancing his
-b-nmf:m When be walks 1o the plate under one of those
double ear-lapped helmets mandatory for all new big leaguers,
he seems (o be looking for the nearest Pony League game.

Schofield plays big. however After one stop al each rung of

1he Angels’ minorJeaguejadder, his path to the shortstop’s job
was cleared when a new tear was discovered In Rick Burle
son's shoulder -
. "Things have realiy happened fast,” said Schofield 1 didnl
have any expectations either way. Rick hadnT playeq for a
#ear and a half, and [ thought he'd be ready for sure | planned
on replacing him for the last few innings of games. | wouldn?
have been disappointed either way. But I'm happy to have this
<hance ™

Was he ready for it? Sthuﬂﬂd bimselfl simply shrugged. As
=hy as & reshman a1 his first sock bop, be says little,

1 "We'd like to get Dick t0 open up a little, 1o be a little more
communicative in the fieid ] think he's still feeling his way.™
said Manager John McNamara,

Dressing among Reggle Jackson, Rod Carew and Fred Lynn
would rnake any kid hold™his tongue. Bul those who know Scho-
field best assure the Angeis they have something special.

*] think be bhas a legitimate chance to be another Robin
Yount,” said Moose Stubing, who Schofield last year
al Edmonton (Pacific Coast), where be hil 284 with 33 extra-
base hits and 8§ runs baited in. "He's quiet, bul a leader by
exampie. The more confident he gets, the more hel take
chnrge And the more be matures, the more bome runs bell
hat”

Schofield, 51¢ 175 pounds and definitely stifl growing, swiftly
seduced AR O oot known for producing young talent.
Some, tn fact, rank the Angels’ farm system the worst in the
majors. They couldn? resist their gem last Septem-
ber, although Schofield, weary from playlng virtually noo-stop
for 18 months, was ¢ue for an early off-season

Never mind thal he baited only 204 and commitied seven
errors in only 3 games "After watching mm there was no
doubt in my mind he had the mental toughness to play here ™
MeMNamara sajd

according to the party line. Schofield was ln spring{raining
camp “just in case ™ Bul Burieson couldn realistically be ex-
. pected 1o evercame an injury few do. Schofieid Rad the job.

‘Roating for him from afar was the elder Dick Schofield. his
father, whose |Byear career as a journeyman infielder ended

“with the St Louis Cardinals in 1971

“There's no doubt that Dick is ready.” said the eider Scho
fiedd, “Another year i Triple A wouldn prove anything The
munmmmmmlnﬂmmuwm but
he kpows bow 1o play. The toigher the situation, the better he
has played He'salways been faced with the pressure of having
to play with older players becguse he was better than players
his own age.”

Schofield still faces the same situation. His double-play part-
ner 1535 yearld BobbyGrich To his right is 33yearold Doug
DeCinces He throws to first baseman Rod Carew, who's 38
. And now for the repcrt card Schofleld has o quick bat but
fakes a big cut thatlresult in a lot of strikecuts, & concession
to his power. In the fiehd Kis arm is accurate but no shotgun; to
compensate, bell cheal ianrd the plate a little, cutting down
his MANge.

Mdhehuuﬁmhmmﬁi:hnrd Nixon

mmmmm:uaummmmgm
the Angels two spokie starters for the first time since 1975,
when Jerry Remy and Oriando Ramirez cracked the lineup.

A crowd of 62921 —tbe fifi-argest in Anabeim Sadium hﬂur:.r
—wilched the cpener of the Dodgers’ three-game sweep over
the Angels in the annual exhibition Freeway Series. . . . Peilis

occupied the leadofl spol throughout the spring bul was

dropped to No. 3 for the start of the sesson. “[ want to put more

pressure on the.other team from the beginging ™ said McNa-

mara, who returned Brian
produced 28 bomers (n 1882 |

to the spol in which be
. To pare the roster to 25, the

_Angels released veieran reliever Andy Hassler (6.83 spring -

earned-run average following a 1983 record of 0-3), optioned
"Doug Corbett to Edmontat and placed Ellis Valentine (bruised
heel) 0o the 15<€ay dissbled list. Also sent to Edmonton were
pitchers Rick Sieirer apd Angel Moreno, outfielder Mike
Brown and inffeider Steve Lubratich.
TOM SINGER

By MIKE FISH

KANSAS CITY —Willie Wilson waiched the Kansas Cily
Royals' season opener with the New York Yankees from a
back-row seal in the press box at Royals Stadium. Starting
May 13, he is-expecied (o be in center field for the Royals as
a result of a compromise decision by arbitrator Richard
Bloch

Bioch ruled April 3 that Wilson and former Royals out-
fielder Jerry Martin, now with the New York Mets, must be
reinstated May 15 His ruling came in response to a griev-
ance filed by the players after they wefe suspended for one
year by Commissioner Bowte Kuhn for drug involvement in
the |S&3 season,

"@'S better than a year, | guess.” Wilson said as he
walthed the Royals play the Yankees on the day of Bloch's
anncuncement “We're still being punished doubly. [ hope
people are satisfied [ know there are still some hard-core
peonle who want me punished for a year or years after.”

Wilson, Martin and first baseman Willie Alkens, who also
played for the Royals in 1983, were suspended lor 8 year by
Kukn last December 15 after they had pleaded guilty to
attempting to pessess cocaine, Kuhn also dealt Los Angeles
Dodgers relie! pitcher Steve Howe a one-year suspension
for cocaine involvement Al the time, Kuhn sald the suspen-
sions of Wilson, Martin and Aikens would be reviewed May
15 with the possibility of their return 1o baseball at that

i5 not reviewable.
The arbitrator's decision r:cngnmd the discipiinary
powers of the commissioner and set May 15 as the date for

in order.

Both players remain on the suspended list: dithough they
can continue to work out with their respective clubs. Nei
ther player will be paid until May 13

Wilson. Martin and Aikens served three-month prison
sentences Lhis winter in the Fort Worth (Tex.) Correctional
Institute. Pitcher Vida Blue., who had been reieased by the
Royals last summer, pleaded guilty to possession of cocaine.
He was sentenced later, and still is serving his three-month
term. Because Blue no longer is in baseball Kuhn took no
disciplinary action agalnst him.

Martin said be was relieved 1o learn of the arbitrator’s
decision, saying "Tt's a load off my mind It's the best [ could
have hoped for. It's the final chapler.”

News of his May 15 reinstatement lefl Wilson relieved,
but no more a fan of Kuhn He viewsd the decision as a
COmMpromise.

“1 feel it's a plus for us and a plus for Bowie,” Wilson said

“1t makes Bowie feel like he has a little n:r-sn It also gets
us back this year.”

Eloch 5 a Tampa. Fla., lawyer who hnnd]ts grievances
ur:der the coliective bargaining provision in baseballs Basic

W'Ison Martm Return May 15

- said. “Bloch said that the possible consequences are so ob-

time, Because Howe was a repeal offender, his suspension

the return of Wilson and Martin, assuming their behavior is -

Agreemnent. In hearings March 12-14 1n Tampa. representa-
tpes of Wilson and Martin had asked Bloch 1o strike down

Kuhn's decision on those (wo players They argued that the
commissioner lacked just cause for the oneyear suspen-
sions. [t was their contention that Wilsen and Martin had
been deall wilh harshly enough when they were handed
prison sentences last Novemnber by US Magistrate J. Milton
Sallrvant.

Both udes were al least paftly satisfied with Bloch™ dect-
s:on. The commissioner declared that his disciplinary
powers were realflirmed; the players sald the decision
suowed his initial suspension to be tog harsh

“1 am pieassd with the arbitrators clear recognition of
ihe seriousness of the cocaine threat to our game.” Kuhn

viously disastrous as to require oo elaboration.”” _

Bloch's decision was hardly & victory for the acting com-
missioner, however

“While my decision of last year made provision for re
view of the suspensions on May 15" Kuhn said "1 very
rmuch regret that Mr. Bloch did not find {t appropriate to
leave it up lo me o decide the nature of my May 13 review,
and the date of their reinstatement.”

Representatives of the players said the decision. at the
very least, limited the commissioner’s disciplinary powers.

“In the overall sense, yes, | am pleased.” said Don Fehr,
acting director of the Major League Players Association.
“That cleariy vindicates the players We'd hgve liked him to
do more.

“Whal we nqw have i3 an arbitrator's decision that will
support a limited amount of discipiine. That is a precedent,
sure.

“What he's said i, 'No, Mr Commissioner, you can keep
them out for a year on facts [ike this” You do have a suspen-
sion of April 3 or whatever until May 13 Tha! mensurement
can be applied in other cases ™

in all likelihood, Alkens and his representatives will at-
tempt to reach agreemnent with the commissioner's office
for his return on May 15 Aikens. now a member of the
Toroato Blue Jays. and Howe were not party to the griev-
ance procedure

“There isn1 any question the commissioner whould have
the power to discipline, but we fell this was 100 harsh ™ said
Bill Simpson, who represents Martin ~It'y not absolute vin-
dication for Jerry or Willie, bul this is a case of the system
working. 7

Reaction from the Royuis to the ruling on Wilson was
positive. “All the guys might not feel the same way, bul they
know we're a better club wilth him than without him.™ said
second basermnan Frank White. "He's a threat on the bases
gnd he solidifies ys in center feld.

“It's just a shame the baseball worlid and everybody elss
i5s crucifying the Royals for drug probiems when there've
been five or six clubs (in the same siluation) before us ™

Nobody Does It
As Well as Quiz

KANSAS CITY—In case you havenl been keeping up with
the buBpen kings of the hill, Dan Quisenberry reigns supreme.
Forget about Goose Gossage and Bruce Sutter. Quisenberty
sneaked up oo them overnight with his 50 mph submarine de-
liveries. His pitches sink, dide and flutter. They are litde puffs
of smoke when cﬁmmn-dmﬂmge‘s inferno.

But nobody, mind you, does it as weil as Quisenberry. What
he accomplished in 41 seasons ts staggering—135 saves and 30
victories; with a8 247 earned-run average. He established a
mmmﬁmﬂu%mnmm-u
oear bis 131 saves in the last four's .

1 dont really think of mysel! as ihe best.” Quisenberry said
“l obviously know where | am and all But even during the
season, | dow’t look at Rolaids (which sponsors a Fireman of

the Year award in each league) to see who has how many.

saves.

"1 try not to dwell on it | doat concern mysell with whether
somebody thinks I'm the best or if somebody else s supposed to
be better

=1 iHni: I'm accepted, yes | dont think thal | match up to a

Gossage. | think that when Gossage came in the game. people
thought it was over, (Now that Gossage has gone to the Nation-

al League, Quisenberry speaks of him in the past tense ) | guess
we cant be compared.

“Satistically, I like the way | match up. I'm not competing
for attention, though ™

Of course, i1 probably nﬁﬂummmhhumﬂemdm
the pumbers do his talking Since 1980, only Rullie Fingers, in
the strikeshortened 1581 season, has broken Quiz's hold oo THE
SrorTING NEWS American League Fireman ofthe Year Award

Quisenberry. a 62, 180-pound righthander, has led the AL In
saves the last two seasons, earning I3 two years ago and the
record 43 last year

Quisenberty has developed from a virtual unknown with a
funky delivery into the premier relief pitcher in baseball He
had a hand in 50 of the Royals' 79 victories a year ago. And with
all the questions surrounding e club this season, the one thing
you can probably count on is that Dan Quisenberry will save at
least 3) games.

No less an authority than designated hirter Hal McRae rates
Quiz the best in the game.

“He's not overpowering, but he gets people oul.” McRae sald,
“He gets them out more thaa anybody in the game. Al some
point you have to =@y, ‘Hey, this guy isn punching people out
(striking them out) and he's ool overpowering, I:ut every time
he comes in he does the job.’

“Really, you got to lef common sense teke over. He's just the
best relief pitcher in baseball. I'm very secure when he's in the

Quisenberry doesn throw hard and he cant get the urike
outl you look for from a short reliever. Control and gefting
ground balls are his fortes.

“He's proved you can do the job another way,” sid catcher
John Wathan “Butl prodably the key i3 how few people he
walks. He throws strikes and makes people hit it on the
ground.”

Quisenberty has walked just 72 batters in 30334 majordeague
innings. The last two seasons he walked 23 in 2733 Innings,
wer than one svery || lnnings

Sirikes and ground balls. The fornula has worked spiendidly
lor QuisenberTy. S0 weil, in fact, that bis star b stiH riding No
longer is be he underdog with the peculiar defivery and pleas
ant wit. Now he expects to perform well in every outing. Man-
agement expects the same 5o do his teemmates and fans

“Al one time, | boped to do well in every situation, and now |
expec! it. I'm disappointed when | don. I've abso noticed my

(Continved on Page 14, Column 1)
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