swildfire’ Was Cubs’ ‘Mr. Reliable’ in the Clutch

Schulte First to Hit 4 Grand-Slams in Season

Qutfielder Played 13
Seasons With the Bruins

Seldom a .300 Man, Frank
Was One of His League’s
Most Dangerous Swatters

By GUY Mcl. SMITH
DANVILLE, Ill.

Frank M. Schulte, slugging out-
fielder with the Cubs from 1904
to 1916, who died at Oakland,
Calif., October 2, was called
«Wildfire’’ by his Chicago wor-
shippers, but “Sure Shot” would
have been just as appropriate. Al-
though seldom hitting as much as
300, Schulte was for years one
of ithe most dangerous batters in
the National League in the clutch,

Manager Joe McCarthy of the Red
Sox recently stated that the player
with an average of .275, but who hit
when hits were needed, was a {ar
more valuable asset to a team than
one who boasted a .30 figure and did
most of his swatting with the score
something like 15 to 2. Schulte was
the type of batter who fulfilled Mec-
Carthy's requirements. His terrific line
drives for extra bases broke up many
a game, In addition {o being a timely
hitter, Frank was a meteor on the
bases and, once on, he usually scored.
His ability to get around earned Schulte
the sobriquet of “Wildfire.”

When Schulte packed his kit in July
of 1917 and switched to Pittsburgh,
there was an aching wvoid in many
hearts around the west side of Chi-
cago, where the Cubs' park was lo-
cated at that time, He roamed the out-
field there for 13 seasons, longer than
any other flychaser on the Cubs except
Jimmy Ryan, who had 14 seasons to
his credit during the '80s and ’90s.

Hit Jackpots in ‘11

Schulie was the first major leaguer
to hit four grand-slammers in one
season, performing the feat in 1911,
when he homered with the bases full,
on June 3, July 4, July 18 and August
16. The record stood for eight years
before Bube Ruth tied the mark in
1919. Lou Gehrig duplicated the feat
in 1934, Rudy York in 1938, Vince Di-
Maggio in 1845, Tomthy Henrich in
1948 and Ralph Kiner in 1949,

The first of Schulte's wallops with
the bases loaded came in a game
against the Giants, with Rube Mar-
quard on the mound. Al Kaiser opened
the cighth inning with a single. Kling
siruck out and then Marquard became
wild and walked Ed Reulbach and
Jimmy Sheckard, filling the bases.
Schulie hit the first pitch served him
for a homer over the scorchoard.

The second grand-slam was made in
the third inning of the first g#he oi
a double-header against Cincinnati,
July 4. Bob Keefe, the Reds' pitcher,
walked Jimmy Archer, Emil Richter
bunted safely and Jimmy Sheckard
also walked. Schulte parked one of
KEE_fe‘s offerings- in his favorile spot
behind the Chicago- scoreboard.

George Tyler of the Braves was the
third victim of a Schulte grand-slam,
July 18, He walked three to set the
stage for Wildfire, who slammed the
ball over Boston's right field barrier.

Batted Twice in Eight-Run Inning

Bf:sh:-n also was the scene of Wild-
fire's fourth round-tripper with the
bags loaded, August 16. Schulte batted
twice in an eight-run fourth inning,
geiling a double his first time up and
smashing the grand-slam on his next
appearance. The two Browns—Mordecai
for the Cubs and Charles Brown of
the Br::gves‘:-—were the opposing pitchers.

The‘mmng was typical of how long
the pitchers were allowed to toil in
thase days without relief, the Boston
Elrmr.'n_ not being taken out until the
following frame. Schulte opened the
round with a double, Joe Tinker walked
Iﬂd‘hl Bridwell let Heinie Zimmer-
Mmans grass-cutter go through him to
fill the bases. Outfielder Bill Ingerton
dropped Jim Doyle's fly. Schulte scored
and the bags were still loaded. Art
Hﬂifman walked, forcing in Tinker. Vic
Saier fanned and Jimmy Archer forced
Hofman, but two runs counted when
Bili Sweeney threw low to first on an
attempted double play. Brown walked
his namesake and Jimmy Sheckard beat
Out a slow roller to fill the bases again.

tlte then came up to set a record
that has been tied, but never beatem.

Schulte sent the ball into the right
field bleachers Tinker prolonged
Brown's punishment by singling, but
tnded the big inning by being thrown
Outl on an attempt to steal.
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‘Sure Shot’

Frank Schulte

Jackpot Jolts ‘

AT CHICAGD—JUNE 3, 1811

*Ratted for Marguard In ninth, H--Sheckard 2,
RCHULTE 2, 1, Doyle. Kalser 2, Reulbach, Thyore,
Fletcher., Smexlgrass, Merkle. E-—~None, LOR— (-
cago 7, New York A, 2H—Deglln I, SCHTULTE 4,
Bridwell 2, Sheckard, Murray. ' HIL--SCHULTE. &0
Devore 2, J. Dosle 2, Tinker 2, Kalzer 2, Wil 2
Pliching Record—Brown 2 runs, 2 hits In 223, Beul-
baeh 2 runs. 7 hlts In 8 1-3, BO--Heolhach 5, Mar-

guard 7. HB—Nrown 2. Reulbach ¥, Margquard 5
HI—Neulbach 1. Wi —Marquard, S - Iwrling
Shean, Bridwell, Winner- Heulbach. Time -2 10,

U—FEason end Johnstone, Atltendanee 25,000,
AT CHICAGO—JULY 4, 19li—A. M,

Chicago, AB.H.O.A L dinclnnath, AT ODOA,
Bheckard, .. 2 0 3 O Bescheer, ... 2 1 3 @
SUHULTE. rf 4 1 1 W lvsapey, s, 3 D 0 A
Hofman, .. 4 1 T 1lAlmetds, 3b., 3 1 @« 0
Giownl, of..... & 1 1 Opitates, of..... LA (T
Zimmermanth 4 1 & 2 Hahkbitrel, Th, 3 1 I8 0
Ik"}llfu 3]];;-4 "‘ l 1 :J!“Itf'fk. lll ..... 3 1 :I ﬂ
Tinker, 58...., 4 1 4 3 Mitchell, of.,, 3 2 7 D
Artcher, ... 2 1 7 2 Marsape, ef,,, 2 1 0 0
Riciter, poass @ 0 0 ditirant, 3h..,., 20 0 2
Bronn, ..., 0 0 0 0 Alleer, s5,.,., 1 0 1 B

— paa “— 1-;}:-‘"‘“. ihq.-;ti :‘ :I ? :‘
ctaly ... 31 7 27 11 0vtark, ¢ .vees poo

T ."[i‘LlI.n+ r.i-lti n n' I n

Aewptedd, ... 2 1T 1 0

herle, Povenes a0 0 1

Totala ... X0 0 I% 12

Clorinnatl .. i ieaansans G oo 1606 60 e 3
UChicagn . ...vieeiransaansns o DOO VO -8

R sheckand, BCHULTH. Hofman, Good, Zim-
merman, ‘Tinker, Archer, Rbenter, Thobdiveel, Bean,
Feefe. ¥ -Hofman, Keele LOB-Uhivags T Uin.

cinnatl 11, Zli—Ztmmerman, Iyle HH —-~CHULTE,
Tinker, Hoblitzel, Di*- Grant, Eian erl Bek,
Tinker., Zimmwerman and Fefman, Pichine Reeard -
Hichter 3 runs. % hits in ¥ 1-3, Heown & rura. # il

fn .7 Ak Riswter 0 Keefe o BB Rishier T,
heefe 2 SH - Iraney. Winner- Hichier, U - Johne
stone and Fason Altendance 7.,
AT BOSTON—JULY 1B, i9il
Lo tan. AL H . O.A INAIET &) AN O A,
F-Ilt-tnu. oh.. 5 1 2 I'IIH‘!_---kirrl, i, & 0 2 0
Tenney. ib... 3 2 8 1 SCHULTE, ff. 4 2 1 0
halier, If.... 3 0 2 & Holwan, f . 3 1 5 1
Spratt, #6..., 4 2 1 4 Zimmermanh 52 3 2
Ingerton, 36, 3 1 3 3;Dwsle, Ib..... 4 1 O 13
Kling. ¢..... § 0 5 3 Tinker, ua,... 4 0 1 %
Flaherty, rf.. & 2 & 0 osaier, Qb .0 4 212 2
Jomes, ef..... 4 1 2 9 Archer, t..... 2 1 3 n
Tolgr. pD.ovuvs 3 8 0 2dirshar, r.,.. 1 8% 8 &
Meffer, p.... 1 0 0 @'Hirkie p .... 4 0 1 0
—— =] R
Totale ... 34 % 27 11" Tntals 2411 2T 07
SAET .. eeadreasseanaa al 5% o4 030
mdf ..................... 111 &b 2 100—-8
R -Sueeney., Teaney, Kalser, Hpratl, Ingeriom,
Flaberty, SRheckard 3, SCHULTE 4, flofinsn 2,

Zimmerman, Ivoyle 2, Archer, Hichie. E—Hwperey,
Tenney, Kling., Tiler. Zimrmerrman, LOW -Hmion 4,
(hirazn 4. 20 —Sater. SB - Tenpey, Hofman HRE—
SCHULTE., SBR—Ixogle, Tinker, Haler. Fitehing
Heerrd—Tryler, 11 hite. 14 yuns In %, PfeTer. ©
hits, 0 runs i ). SO--Trier >, Hirble 2 HBE-—-Tyler
9, Flchie 2. MH--Rirkie. AF— Kalser Arrtmr liser
—Trier. Time—1 hour, U—0Day and Fendle,

AT BOSTON—AUGUST 6 151l

ECHULTE 2. Tinker 3 Zimoerman 3, Derle, Hof.
mrn Saler. Archer, M. Frewn, Brileedl, Jarksma I,
Twrlin, Teoreyr E-—Shekard, Tirker, Shean, Eijer,
Swoeney 2, Rridwell TOBR—Rowuvr 7, (hiesge & IH
—Ter-wy » SCHULTE. iD—Je-ksenn HRE- Scbilte
ER--Hrfmee DP—Irpertra and Hrideell IMt-bicg
RBerard--. Browvn § B 1e 6 1 -3, "l-";urrt} ko 8 -1,
P-4, Brown 5, Wearer 2. M, Brown & SH - Deie,

Shertarl Fimmerman Loser— Wegver Tims—13
By U o-Famviene and Frsom

L

Chicago. ABM.O. A1 New York., Al I1.00, A,
Bheckand, .. 2 1 1 0iDevore, H.... 4 0 1 @
SCUHULTE, of &5 3 0 0{Fletcher, 2., 3 1 0 1}
Hofman, 1b.. 4 0 8 OlSnodgrase, of. 3 0 4 0
Zimmerman2b 0 0 1 O Muyurrer, f... 4 1 3 @&
Shean, ?b.... 3 0 3 1iMerkle, 1b,.. 4 1 7 @
I Doyle, 3b.. 4 % 4 4 'Bridwell, ... % 2 1 1
Tinker, s5.... 4 2 % 3|Devlin, 3b... 3 2 | 3
Kalger, f,... 4 1 1 O)jMeyer, ¢..... 1 0 3 0
I{Hﬂ.ﬂ. L " u T : “"llil.‘l'l'l. Ceasna : I '1 I
Itrown, P..ese 0 0 0 0 Marguard, p.. 3 1 0 2
Reulbach, p.. 2 1 0 1;*L. Doyle..... 1 0 0 ©

Totels ... 3210 27 11 Totals ... 51 D 2L A
Wew YOIk savssavcnvnnans s 400 0B 0 00 B4
Chifngy veevsusnsrsnnarnans 201 001 04 *—8

Chlcegs, AR H.r A HBostm AE O A
Hhurh:ﬁ ¥ .3 0 I 8 %wreney, 0., 4 & 5 3
SBCHULTE, o1 5 2 1 O Frdmeii as., % 1 3 4
Tinker. st L 3T % 4iJeker ... 4 3 8 @
iemerpan®s 1 01 1 Slmalia f ... 5 & 2 B
[royle. 35,... 2 2 1 & Terrey, Ib.., 4 330 &
Shwzn, Ib.... 1 1 l 1lagerion, of., & 3 3 1
Belman, r7... 0 & O Melenadd, 3. 4 & 1 1
gaier, 1b.... & 114 1I'Klirg ¢ ... 1 ¢ 1 13
Sy (1T I s

T . ' TIET. PL. .
3. B..np_}”_ﬂh‘_“m' b b el

Teeals ... 3T 11 I I8 *Sprast....... 1 & & &

Torala . . 2% R T7T 13

* Y EITEIEEELE
mt::ﬁ .................. 36 81 &3 66— &:

sfgtted for Wearer In mieth, I Sheckard,

Pullman Pastimes by Ring Lardner

Wildfire Doused Defeat
With Running Monologue

T ——

EDITOR'S NOTE: Early In the
century, Ring Lardner was edi-

tor of THE SPORTING NEWS. -

In a series of articles relating his
experiences when traveling with
the Chicago Cubs, ealled Pull-
man Pastimes, he pictured the
personalities and peculiarities of
members of the Windy City club.
The piece reprinted below denl-
ing with Frank Schulte was
published in the January 12,
1911, Issue.

By RING LARDNER

Never an ardent devotee of

poker, never much of a reader
of magnzines nor novels, and
never a singer with enough
confidence in himself {o give
the entire public the pleasure
of his voice, Frank M. Schulte,
alins Schlitz, alias Bud, alias
Wildfire, alias Schultz, is
thrown on his own resources
when the Chicage Cubs are jour-
neying hither and thither. And they
cerfainly are some resources, Mr,
Schulte careth not whether he has
an audience. When he is in the
mood to talk, he will talk and talk
loud, and he isn't particular whom
he criticizes nor who is listening
to his monologue. Mr, Schulte is
at his best after the Cubs have lost
a hard game. He likes to win, all
right, but he doesn’t see why de-
feats should be the cause of tears
or post moriems,

Aboard the sleeper, after one of
these defeats, for which two or three
slips were responsible, there are
gathered various little knots of ath-
letes telling each other how it hap-
pened, how the beating could have
been avoided, and mourning and
wailing over the unkindness of fate.
In his seat, all alone or with a will-
ing listener, sits Mr. Schulfe.

“The boys scem to forget there'll
be a game tomorrow to play. They
act as if this is the last one they
ever were going to get into. The
pennant is lost now, and there isn't
a chance for us to cop that World's
Series money. Let's hope the White
Sox don't finish first. A city series
with them will net the boys enough
fo worry through the winter on.
They didn't trim us toeday because
they playved betier ball,  Oh, no.
There never was a day when any
tearn played better ball than those
ten-time champion Cublets. Rigler
called everything wrong and the
luck was dead against us from the
start,
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Murray's Hil an Accident

“You saw Jack Murray hit
{hat one out of the ball yard?
Well, that's no credit to Mur-
ray. He had his eyes shut or
was talking to someonce back
in the grandstand when he let
that one loose. He didn't mect
the ball square. Oh, no. The
ball hit his little finger nail and
bounded off it over the fence. Be-
sides, Edward (that's Reulbach) in-
tended to get him to bite on his
fall-away. Edward didn't want to
get the ball over the plate. No.
Edward was blinded by the dust
and he pitched within Murray's
reach when he really thought he
was throwing to catch Doyle of
secnnd.

“Yes, and Schulte played that ball
wrong, ton. He ought to have left
the park and stood on the approach
to the elevated statinn. Then, you
know there was a high wind blow-
ing. Otherwise, that would have
been a foul fly that Archer could
have caten up. But the pennant's
gone now and we might as well ar-
range a bamsturming tour”

Then, if feeling pretty good, Mr.
Schulte breaks into sohg s softly
that he can’t be heard more than
two scals away:

“Kidney stew and ffed pig's {eet—
*Trnt's the grub I love o eat

“I guess there's no use of our
guing into Boston at all, The way
luck's breaking against us, snd

“His Own Audience
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with all the umpires in the league

ordered to give us the worst of it,

we haven't a ehance to ke a game,

even from the Doves”

“Heard o lot -of talk about the
champuagne wine,

“But a great big stein of beer for
mine.”

“Here, boy, bring up that palr ol
cobs. Born and bred in the Rock-
ies, mealy nose and black points,
sound ns a dollar, eatch him around
the collar, hit him with a bootjack
and-—sold for 40 dollars, to that gen-
tleman right over there.

“Fancy foods T leave alone
For they ain't the kid of grab I'm
used to getlin' down home.”

Never mind, boyx There'll be
another game tomorrow amd Schulte
will play right fleld and bat third.
Three cheers for the nation's pas-

lime."
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Poelic Injusiice

This is [ollowed by a few
moments of staring out the
window into the dark night.
Then, if he is in one of his
poelic moods:

“This baseball season soon will end,
Or else T am a liar;

Then 'l go back to Syracuse
And drive my old Wildfire.

Apainst the fastest horses there
My ald Wildfire will go.

And* show his heels to all of them
Unon the pure white snow.

How glad T min the time is nigh
When reins and whip 'l wield,

“‘Tis easier to drive a horse,
Than run around night field.”
Anonther five minutes of staring

out into the gloom. Then:

“Kind of looks like the Athletics
would cop that other piece of hunt-
ing. Well, if we ean reenver {rom
today's hard luek and disaster and
win a few more hall games on the
ficld., and forget the ones in front
of the hotels, we may still climb up
to that old pennant pole.

“Just let Edward get that fall-
away perfected, and teach Leonard
(King Coled that the plate ix only
a couple of yards wide, and the
swallers are not all eight fect two,
like bimeelf; and let Harry Mclntire
slip that old spilter across a cruple
nf timee, and John Pfliester rate a
few hooks over with that leflt soup-
bone of his, and patch the brner of
big Orrie's arm together and have
Mordecai warming up back of the
clubhruge all the time, and Rich
rolling a ball around in the palm of
his hand, and maybe we'll get thera
yet. ‘Course, there's not much chance
for us again<t all that hard luck,
and with all the umplres leagued on
the other side, but those old Cub-
lets never quit,

“Say, Il we should happen to win
put againyt the umpires and seore-
keopers and the president of the
league and the president of the
United Stater and all the governers,
hat World's Series would be pretty
suft for ux, wouldn't it7 The Ath-
letica would probably forfeit the
games when they knew we were
going to play. I've heard 2 ot about
this Eddie Collinzg, 'vs never scen
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him, but T wouldn’t be surprised to
find out that both his legs were
cul off below the waist and that he
didn’t have any arms and was stone
blind, Harry's spitter will make him
louk sick. He's never seen any gooo
spitball pitching. :
“Tulk about Coombs and Bemdler.
What would they do with Artie or
Joe or the P. L. or Frank Schul-tay
up there? They've never seen any
good batlers, except guys like Cobb,
Crawford, Spenker and Lajoie. No,
I guess they'll refuse to play.”
More looking out the window,

"Put on your old gray bonnet
With the big 'C" upun it,
And we'll board the Pennsylvan.
l-ay,
In the town of Philly
We will knock them silly,
On that first World's Series day.”

“But just to argue, suppose we
did get into that World's Series, and
the Athleties refused to run out ot
the park and Bender and Coombs
didn't made any allempt to faint,
and Thomas and Livingston didin't
tell Mack their arms were broken,
and suppose Harry's spitter wouldn't
break and Orrie’s arm was as badly
broke ns I am, and Colling should
happen to catch hold, by accident,
of enurse, of one of leonnrd's fast
ones and we should lose a game or
two or three or four. | puess we'd
g0 off and die then. There wonldn't
be anything left in life. Of course,
they'd offer us the loser's end of the
money, but we wouldn't accept that
Noo It would be much better o
starve to death. What do you 1hink
abaut i, Klinp™”
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“Lay Off Me"

Mr. Kling is Mr. Schulle's
roomimate and cach is so doubt.
ful about the sincerity of any
of the other's remarks  that
their conversation is a guarded
afTair.

“Lay offt me.)”" returns John,
"Youmrjob is to get out there in
right field, eatch “em when you can
reach ‘em, chate ‘emn when they go
past yoiu, throw ‘em when you get
‘e, and hit "em when they're over,
You don't belong in the real mech-
anism of the team und you talk a
lot ton much for an outsider. You
and Hofman and Sheckard onght to
pay o get into the ball park ™

"Yes,” s Mr, Schulte’s comeback,
“Yand T purss you can lay off the
rest of the seasan, ton. You won't
have anything to do H we should
happen to get inlo that Weorld's
Scries. Just as soon sy O Day says,
‘Brown and Kling for Chicago,' the
Athletics will tie their legs together
for fear they might forget and try
to steal a hase or two., You can
play poal with your right hand dur-
ing the games, because it will be
easy for you to do all the catching
and throwing with that big mitt.

“Sing. sing. What shall 1 zing®

“I'Nl sing you a song about Johnny
0. Khing:

“When Collina starts stealing the
bases on him, he

“Will haller to  Archer,

‘Help,
Jimmy! Help, Jiruny!™

“I with It would hurry up and be
midnight, 30 1 could go s bed,”
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