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VP Murphy

Stays Humble

WEST PALM BEACH, Fh—lm:mdihh Dale Murphy is still

'ImEm
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training? Dale Murphy.
Tbemiyﬂmutnpnyhismhackmﬁmuhuﬁmrﬂa
L

N.L. WEST

- The most humble. «unpretenﬂuus Brave?
| Still Dale Murphy. -

Huitheﬂathnnl League's Most Valuable
Player and the fourth highest paid player in
baseball history, Murphy brings to this spring-

- % th! in
. whenhemalﬂ-ymddmmlugueﬂtchuinmdutan
_ _AllL-Star center fielder.

This is vintage Murphy: -

lMﬂMuﬂnpﬁM}'Mﬂiﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬁ-
son, Murphy reported to camp five days early “because I have
*so much room for improvement ., andtta!waysmhumun

-Heﬁ:wmm&nmummmtﬂm“dmudwkmﬂ
manmdtheﬂaﬂﬂFamehumuMmh'ﬂnmﬂrmm

u&t#urhi:ﬁrﬂswingnﬂh
openlng workout, Murphy spotted a reporter, grinned and
asted,"wut'supwim Herschel?” He was referring to Hers
“chel Walker, the University otﬁeurg,m runnlug back who domi-
nates headlines in the state. .
Somehow, a Most Valuabie Player award and the n::mmpn:b
ying hoopla should change a person, shouldnt it? - :
“1 don't feel like a different persunuraﬁlﬂerentplayer

_mweekmgetmysuinghackf'

. ‘Murphy said. “1 just feei like the same old guy coming to spring

training.
.“I think someéthing like being Most valuable Player of the

Nationa) League doesn't sink in until you're not playing. Other -

guys had MVP years, but they weren't on teams that got the

we did. It's kind of a hard feeling to describe. it'sa
great honor, huttl‘sh&rdtulmkatmrsellandﬂr.'l‘mmt
most valuable player.’ [ cant do that.™

The winter after an MVP summer, Murphy said, “was pretty -

much like most off-seasons.”
He got no calls about commercial endorsements and snlln-
ited none. “Nothing has come up,” he sald, “and 1 haven't

- jooked for asything like that, really. If it happens, it would be a

—our-0n-Was born.-

—mm*uurphfﬂii“ll'smrmmmnm
no big deal at the hospital. They just see us and say, ‘Here |

_ nice-thing. a compliment, great. But I'm not dlsppointe;l it

hasn't happened.”
He attended more banquets than usual, but as aiways, only

", those that did not interfere with family life. “We had our third

boy in Decetnber, so with two kids and (wife) Nancy pregnant,
1 cut off a lot of stuff,” he said. “I had a lot of opportunities to go
places right after last séason, but I mostly stayed home until
in-Ianuary-and-February 1-attended a few
banquets. I wanted to do that. Whenpenplemi tnhnnurm
you want-to accommodate them if you possibly can.”™
Even when he ‘went to Pledmont Hospital with Nancy for the
delivery of their-third child, he was treated as a familiar face,
not an MVPLype celebrity. “Oh, they're ge mdmumlir;
Years, 50

mme the Murphys agalin . . . must be having baby.' ™
Murphy, his wife and three sons are now in West Palm

* Beach. He arrived just

“] teel like everyspring is starting over. We started last year
. optimistically, and 1 think this year we're optimistic again. We
mwamﬁaywmmmingmmmhthmwe

- 1y, M’lmummgmmhuthnmmwﬂ

m*.*"m“.wwwwmm
oft, t How many times
last séason {134)? I'd like to cut down on that. And I know it's
Mtnbelmherclmem

hh-ud:;r Hurphylsudtad.'hse:cited.“henﬁ “as when |
pmuamnﬂenndmyedmmehtﬁngmem

as early this year as last, when he was
-*’nomluuﬂn.ﬂfl%umer 50-RBI disaster of a season. :
2 "Hlprohahlycumednwnhmuﬂymyurunﬂlmyms-
" are in school and cant come with me,” he sald.

Dale Murphy . .. A humble hero.

2| Scloscla Sent Back
7 | To Basic Training

VERO BEACH, Fla.—The first day in camp, Mike Scioscia

. caught 62 pitches in a row before dropping one. The next day,

he caught 88,
“When he gets to lm,“saidLusAngﬂesDndgmhihnager
Tm Lasorda, “I'm buyin' him a gold watch.”

It's doubtful that Scioscia ever will seethe watch—not that
he won't catch 100 pitches. It's just that when it comes to pay-
ing off bets, Lasorda is the original artful Dodger. The Dodgers
plan to reestablish Scioscig as the catcher he was two years
ago and they're doing it one step at a time, heglm:mg at sqﬁue
one: catching the ball.

“Mike developed some bad habits last year, 50 wé're gnln.g

back to the basics,” explained Lasorda. “He was in the wrong |
position 1o catch the ball, so he had trouble thrnmn.g out run-

ners, and he had too many passed balls.” .

Says Vice-President Al Campanis: “We were disappointed
more with his recelving than we were his hitting (Scioscia hit
-only 219 in 1982 after hitting 276 the year before). He's an ~
axcellent signalcaller, he's excellent atstagging runners, but -
we‘vtgnthimanapﬂgramsnhecannnpmeaunrmﬂ
catching.”

Scioscia will catch 100 pitches every day of spring’ uaining.
practice his glove work and his release throwing the ball. He'll
also work with weights, jump rope and spend 15 minutes each
day on & punching bag.

A punching bag?

“It's to improve my hand speed,” Scioscia sald of the drill

. concocted by trainer Bill Buhliler. ] had a bone bruise on my

catching hand last year, | was catching thé ball all wrong and it
led to so many bad habits.”

The Dodgers werent convinced that Scloscia could over-
come these bad habits, so, over the winter, they made a pitch
for another catcher. They tried to pry loose Tony Pena from
Pittsburgh. Then they went for Texas' Jim Sundberg during the
winter m @ deal that was completed, then aborted when
the Dodgers and Samﬁberg cnuldn't get tugemer 0n & new con-

" tracL

That deal still is simmerinm but Scinﬂln {sn't concerning
himself with rumors.
“lcaﬂwrryamhmusethm'smlnglmdnm
it anyway,"” he says. “I know I can do the job, I just had an off
yur!knw&ls.hnnutgélugmbuﬂctup” if they get

'Sundﬁergl’mnutaoingtumtmﬂlarmndthmenrtw

- years until he retires. ] want to play.”.

During the winter, Scioscia talked with his manager at Alhn-
‘querque (Pacific Coast), former major league catcher Del
_ Crandall, and mugmmmmmmmm
. "great Roy Campanelia.

“Cfandall hﬂpedm&.aﬁdtampyls.m wlthmﬂoumnrk
;andgeuingridulmm”scimhmﬂ. . g

Mdmkﬂphﬁﬂh—mmmhm;wﬁlm

Pulcnuru—mthe pitchin;g muc]:l.ine uchgnrmm

“takes his 100
“Get hiscnnﬂdm:e up,” Lasorda whispered to Avila, “but
whenhageunpmﬁﬂar?ﬂ.ymuﬂulmdmup .-nr:mu'ﬂ
. be buying that watch.”
mmmwmmm&mmnm

ryeaﬂmmanmﬂmum:wmmenndgu:mpmﬂ

‘ that several Braves’ regularstmkpartmspﬁngdrﬂlsa:aﬁme

wh&nmwpltchmmdm:hmmmppmdtuumm'
“We just wanted 1o clarify the rules,” said Executive-Vice-Pres-
ident Fred Claire, denying that the blew the whistle bn
the Braves. “We had some of our piaymmifmermﬂd
¢ome in early and we told them no.” Said Atlanta Assistant
Viee-President Pat Nugent: "The czll (to the Nafonai League
office) came from Vero Beach, so it was either the Dodgers or
the New Orieans Saintz.". . . Reliever Tom bﬁu&m!‘uar. on the
loss (via free agency) of Terr:.r Forster: “With Terry gone, I
have to work harder this year, We'll miss Terry, He was qur
uﬂymﬂmemmmebdlpenan&heuugmﬁtgrﬂtdﬁ.“
. Steve S&X, Onie of four Dodgers sull unsighed when camp
upened (Niedenfuer, Mike Marshall and Ron Roenicke were
the others), arrived on schedule February 22. Sax, last year's
N.1. Rookie of the Year, had hinted he might hold out. Report-
edly, hemashnghrﬂﬁﬂm&mebodsemﬁbbehﬂﬁ.

were uﬂm'ing $100,000.
- ____GERMH"EERRELL

Rlchmonﬂdent
He’ll Return -In; 83

CﬂEﬂh‘.‘F‘lﬂ.——me the mment‘h! emt:a.rlm:!m his f:qa:a-
geous comeback effort almost of a stroke, J. R
Richard earned the of his But the p
view was, “What a great thiag he's trying. but ﬁuwmd. He'l
never make it."” :

The respect continues, 215 :-faarslattr Now, trowever, there
are whispers of, “Could it kappen? Could he actually make it
back to the major leagues this year?”

Whﬁpﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬂ&ammmmmilmmm
ble that the Houston Astros would ever walk or talk
normally, much less contend for a job on Houston's 1883 roster.
Whispers because nobody would dare ask more from a man
whuﬂmﬁyhasmvﬂeﬂsuchalungmdmm%ﬁpersu& :
cause no‘one—nol leammates, management or media—wants .
to put mumprmrenﬁtheﬁ-ﬂﬁghthnnderthn: R has
chosen to place on himsell.

But here he is, spring training, 1883, in remarkably im-
proved physical condition, throwing bharder, throwing
straighterandﬂﬁng.“{hﬂ:evelmrnnkemisduh I'm plan-
ning to make this team."

Pause now for & wMﬂmmﬂnmm:M'smany

ad-

+ mirers. Astros officials are not counting on J. R!nbeanmﬂr

y roster. “He still has along way to go,” Manager
Bob,Lillis says. But it's significant that he hasnt been discount-

_.ed either,

“Itmayheunﬂkelyhewmldsmnthemﬂmnh@t not
impossible,” Lillis says. -

Thecluhplanstngivehimtheuppnrnun]trhﬁmpluﬂtd
fnrdumgmepreﬂmswaspﬂngsandmmmwmm
heart was ready, but his arm wasn'L ,

*J. R.wiﬂluunwmemnnEmunethugﬁggasache
other pitchers, except that he’ll take extra hand-eye coardina-
tion exercises” Lillis says “We plan to start him in some in- |,
trasqudgumu,nndwemmptmhhhnmmnﬂﬂmm '
He's worked hard and he deserves that chanece.” !

For those who haven't followed closely Richard's progress,
lm—theymnﬂaﬂhe stroke—was primarily a time of J. R.
relearning the basics. He spent that season on the disabled list,
except for September, whanhemidﬁedmthtmrm
but didnt pitch.

Then, in 1mmwmmmmmemﬁmm~a
difficult concession for a man so proud—but after some success
at the Class A level, he was totally ineffective for Class ASA
Tucson (Pacific Coast). Again, in-September, I;ejuined the

but with disastrous results,

mﬁdmmmmm to take
ﬂ:e step back. “But he was so wild it got to the point we
coul 'teveupitchhimtummgm:ﬂceunlﬁhmm-
enough volunteers to hit," Lillis recslls. -

. Under Lillis’

always thought 1 was a Christlan. But all 1 was was religious.

Now, I've given my life completely to'Christ. I can:accept what-

mﬂemmmmmmmummm"

Richard says the stroke and its sftermath have helped make

- him a stronger person. He hopes others can hrhh:tm:y
andlsudtﬂmumm on his life.
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