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YPERIENCE  PROVES B
ASSET FO0 NYGRAW

sunsturs” Vislbly Under Nervous Strain,
“dake Cnstly Errors; Bribe Exposa
Haz ot Hut A tuidance.

L

= P YO, M. W, et &
= W any of tos olnsr mem-
nerd af the Glanta ara
antizied aboul tha susSpi-
~tnus aimoapliere that has
et hevering over thair
Saacis mince the expulalen
nY yackE Cosy Delay nnd
o fabartripry Ogifislder Jim-
¢ ray OFopnell, It khaa not
S reflected In cha vlaying eof
e teaanm T the thrae Waorid's Saries gamos
Ser Gerildeds. IL e op raatier of common
~owledge oot tha Cilanta hava played
eraranteyicibe MeGrar ball—aggTestiva,
v eriainsayr and In sherd Warld's Serles
viil, Tha pttend:nce Fas coma up fo all
rCOoectn Hlar 4

foiten tAoy wenk Into the fouarth gnme
il tLa Sentntaira fhey Teld a two game
t2 e mRdvanrage, having  besten the
Arerican Leagne team in thes first and
t9irl gamen.  ‘ibev dropped the saccond
neountar, whiclh wad played in Washing-
+an, Ly Tthe narcoov o margin of onin

"
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-
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TRATT Was - relirerd,

MWurh bas roey writine, end the scandal
maagars have been working fnr into tha
mkht sinca O'Comnsll sad Tolan were Jdia-
iiesnd from the ranke of Organized Baio-
rell, and i1t :t:ay hae that thera o still &
graat daal e cuyme o9f an nterexting na-
$ars QUL of tha casa, 'Tha
e mtasioner Tandis Pas promilsed 1o glve
Tedanm paanotrer anterview,  The former
eeoacin a® the Glasts har malntalned that
e 12 ¥Yannc:in? of toas hatehlne of thea con-
spion~rs b whivh an attermpt was made
O"Curnell g3 the apont o gat Phila-

etk

oostiaa e YL upt in the Zame of Sap-
remqites 0T In order that Lthe Qiants wmight
rank®* kure of thelr feurth straight pens-

bl LR R
Charged &y Sand.

Twth OV o] and Twelan wera mume-
ATy sl e Commizsioner Ten-
cir, arsanp wich Frestdent Fleydior of the
“attennd League, siftod the olarges rnadae
oy Fhncistep Fand of the T'hife here the
righn ol Shwrtoher L O lonnell seazda &
mean breqat oof the thingg, lmpiloatad o=
an ca the ipnyrfgntor of thie plet by which
PSRMO WRT Itwve resalved $500 for Dot
“Pearinee Joaentt rtoo Rard and then named
Friren, IWav and Tonng nn heling tauanilfar
vith *he dotailr of the hribe plan, Tt ia
ta hilstsex thiat the Cammizsslonear &=
ikt fne lmiter threa  of - comalicliy
when thers wasn no direct evidenca ngitinst
thewr unl they proved tothe saa'~factlion
=" hesh .H-:.*.w;'w:r nnd L.andis thoat they had
sothiag o Lo n!'h it.

The n:ur,l mi-h ra¥ing follawoed with
froad hints that MeSraw's Influence had
pvevallal ance sgalpy and thar all of tha
e In tho =caednl nad not benn disclon-
el 1o tho publle, ‘The fact that Prealdent
Tan Johnoen, of tha American League. the
tivird member af the Advisory Councll,
g witn Landis and Haydler, waa not
eiorised of the maoawnting, or of the charges
eiant toe be klged, noturally set many to
think!ing. Johuron had been snubbed by
andls  afore, but it yeomed that he
*hoald Eavs had & voles In a meeting onut
T which such grave chairges graw,
thing i conriain—had Johnson hesn preas
vat, Laadis snd Heydler would  heve
nv~ided 13nch of tha ambarraysment which
PFux prow:s ont'of tho infasrencesa and wvell-
et crprges that the bortor of - the mess
Hind nut toen reacvled Ly tha probers

Faderal Investigatien May Faoliow.

Fan Johnzon, who folt, In-view of ths
chargey, that BErooklyr should. have boesn
withstituted frr New Tork in the Series,
2 the games called off, sald that he would
Zemand thry & frd-*ru] lnvestigation ba
made of thes ocunps,
vatched hin atrtarney
&fy whnt '.{hld s done. Pollowing. on
the hewlzs of 'hae Amorican Lesgus execu-
tiva's rensarks,
Congressman Bleom of this city, who de-

rin
B Rk

)

to Washington ' to

clared tl-at tha wame should hi:r regulated _.

mr_ foderal act. 3= uald:
‘The natisn-w!de interest tn the, World's
Herles now In piogreas, combloned with

the national! chagrin that one of the nar-"

telpartag teams Is fnvalved fn n )
convinces me thut the sima ha:“hﬁﬂr
when the Foed-org! Giavaernmant
o suparvissry Intereet in bBusehall. -
“Baschail Is 1 matter of interstats” mm-
merce. The two mujor leagiues and most
of the minor Ilnsggpues, all larger wminor
leagues, acs Intersiita affnalrs, Congreass
has powar to regulet: the Interatate oper-
atlon of Tallroads and the interstaias
movement’ of Toodstufts. medicinps, eto.
“If Congress can do thls, It can regulats
Interstaolsa “aseball. The =part ig 2 Ni-
tional paatime and It has taken supch a
ald on our peonle thar lhe Eavornrment
should provide some port " rogulation for
:}]:; mlu-nd“ ;: thef "pﬁ“ 122" nos well am
ction o tha A
meEnates recognized 'y anthall

s T e, =
E _for ona - man to control.
Congreas recanvenss I shall tn*mﬁuca‘:
rapulatory . Dill, and- 1 belleve W will' ba
snacted into x law. ™

Q'Gonnel) Scifl.in New Yeoric

O'Connell has delaved hix de Ure .
hia homas i CnliZornis becinae E?'r 1.5};1:‘ ,-,-Tif
Heation of an. anonyiroun letter in o Maw
Yerk newapaper which was sUnposad 1o
gjl:‘.l:ﬁ ‘bean’ writtex by & Brosday Fam-

The lotter sald that a cartal ETOY
wagered $100,000 thet New %‘qﬂ: ';:r:u.;g
win: the Natlona! Lourue fing by two
g2mes and- that $5.000 had been paid over
to a Glant plaver tn the brile effort. 'The
crippling of the team lats in the sameon
ths lettar =said, “wﬂrﬂid tha garmblers
#bout those two games.'* undoubtedly ra-
farring to  tha last two contestn of the
semfon - with tha Phillles at tha Pola

. Grounds. Tt ¢oncluded :hut O'Connell was

oply ths ""goat*

O'Conneall ssamed haariencd by the let-
tars’ m-hamht.'umh that he waa ‘only tha
b = " ax malntalned slnce 1
l:ut mlt.-hr o being

o Cronnall! shou'd feat -
l'-nti! by the mlaxive 12 not elegr, heart

Getting brck to the Earisyg, the Glantn
hove. played betrter World's Serias ball

"than' the Senators In at lsast twno of tie

thres gamos .thut have besn plavaed.
the opening gamo In Washington rthe Sen-
alora sufferad from sruge r! p.-‘-ut nnd in
the thlrd gamie plry=d nr the Pals Grsunds
theay scemed over-anxious and #rrors ra-
rulted whilch proved eoatly te tiiern,

The Gluots, orn the cther hend, have

i

EFFECT PLAYING OF GAMES;

Victory Makes Ninth Time American League

ruan, |
but were challenuicy uctil the very last

Iptant is that

One

Ha immediately  din-

Hme 4 statetnant from-

cOmS
nh-:ruld t.-n.kn :

tha demand for so :
mcrt of supesrreguletion when Judgs L:::E .

crar, bhut the game in

SCANDAL FAIL
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‘WHITE. SOX RETAIN
CHICAGO CITY TITLE

- H—_-

Team Has Won Honors, Compared -,

{a Three for Nationals. 1

HICAGD, I,
C aye the champions of Chlicago for the
prcond slraopp yYeéar,

faba In the deciding gomme of 1the
sariesy vesterday, & 2 3. It was tha slxth
Ermoa of the geries, the Cabs having eap-
turcl the fizgr nund Sfth eombats wolely an
the plielidng of Geever Alexander, Ino all
tha sSther conirsta tho "»m: pliching and
attesk wara superlor. Ths ¥ittory mado

tive ninthh time  the J‘;L wrican I.oaaxiers
have won the I'.Hl{‘. comnnsed  to t.hreb'
fur tha Matlora! Leagus (ean.

Flallis T'hursrsn and el Lvons hurlad
tha Zox ta victrry, Thursiton, awapt asldae
In the terrid Tub arrsck in the seventh in-
ring, which 12l a slagla run short of ty¥-
Ing the scarn, arkl Lyonge cams on to w'l'nd.

lup the fray.  Vie Aldrldze, Flmer Jaco
Tory Koufmann ond John Blaoke pl‘r.r;’l,{g
far the <uba, bur ths Nntlonal ILeaguse
club eosld nat cateh the Sox after thay:
EOt AwWRY to a four-ren land in the frst |
thraa (nnings on Allridga

The plarers rshaved in the resaipta of.
the first four pames. which amounted to
$31,970.31, the 2ox dAlviding $13,.1%4.91 and:
tha eﬂbh -'i'r“.,-B‘:"n 15,

PLAYERS NAMED FOR TOUR.
Number of Playera From Othaer- T!tllhl

Will Joln Eurcpenn Tourists.
CHICAGO, 11l.. Oct. 7.—Tha players “Iﬂm
will mul:m the European tsar with the
Chicagn VWhite Sox end New Tarke Glants
were mads known here last mighr by Tip
Q'WNelii, who is looking after the deinlia, .

The ESov Yine-uvpy will {aclude Moatil,'
Falk, Wamni Morshart., Claney, Fahber,.
Rebartson, Iaons, Foréman,  Ed  Waish,

ali of the regular Chicago tenm, Ruecl and
Rire of Washington, and Firinich of Bos-
ton. Johnny KEvers will have cliarge  of
the aguard.

Tha membars of the Glams’ pariv will
ha Groh, Jockson, Frisch, Young, Mousal,
Bentley, Jonnard, Nehf, Gowdy, Jennlngs,
all of the regular New York team, nnd
Mcinnis and Stengel of Boston, and Hen-
line ' of Thilladelphis. John MeGrow will
be fn charge.

Othersn in the purty will includs Charlas
A. Comisker, awner of the White Sox;

o Teyuls i‘*nmisli:e:a ard Al Comiskny,
Harry Grablner, "wife snd child, ond %V,
v “White, furmer Loaisvilla Ainerlean

Anxaocintion player,

A anounenment, of the parsonnel ~f :hae
tour came as roefutudon to the reports (hat
had galned clrovdation that the
would not ‘bea undertalen. | Dick insella,
a#rout for the Giants, has hean In IZurape
some flme arranging e exhibitton dates
and taking care of other forsign detalln

‘Young nakland Qutfieider .

DAKLAND, (a:, Cet. E—thrl:: {Oa=
alci - Jnhnmn.. :.'-:-'-mg cutflelder of tha Jo-
cal Coast Lrsn.;un teamn, {8 dead of bloond
polsoning. . Tn 'a =eries with Portland in
May, the. player wam struck by A~hatepd
ball. The injury was rogarded as Ught
but ﬂnn.'ﬂ:.r foread him to go to a huumml“
Hes wos able to rejoln the team In A=
gust, but returning homa Heptamber. 14,
complained of fliness.. e was again
teken to s hospltal whare It was found
blocod polsoning had been diffused through-,
out his system. Fis condition ~-graduslly
grew worse. Jonhzon's home was In B.ﬂt
Lake. Hil wife dled last year.

F'Iﬂl May SBuy Fort Em[th Tub.

FOR 'SMITH, Ark., Oct. 'i"i--‘Rq?nt Muarr.
manager of the 1824 Fort Smith. team af
the Western Associatem;-has launched: s
Arive' -townrd formdinkg 's stock mmpn.nr
of fans hers, with 200 members, to pur-
chasa ths lpeal franchize from Elakea Har.
per and ‘Branch' Rickey. ' The plan under
which Marr s’ working is to msell each of
the . 200" proapective * stockholders o 3100
block ‘of  =stock. ' ¥Marper,
f{ tha lnﬂlult:. an;l!duum.ud some tme age that

T Wou L .It!ﬂnntkw
prica is. t.tltml... . newn whnt

Ltn:ﬂ- t-n inteview Deolam Agaln, - .
NEW YORK, Oct. 7. —Commissinonor Tan-
dis, yerterday announced that he would
wrant . Cozy Dolan, scout for the New
Tork Glants until’ he' was barred in the
bribery. epixode, another {interview con-
cerning his onster. Dolan kaa maintained
that he s innocent of the. charga: made
axrinst him by Jimmy O'Connell, who wan
axpalled wilth "him. O'Connell lnuMnntn.ll:r
han Jdeleyed hi= da*pa.rtutu for hla ‘home In-
i:allfnrnh.. -

: Hnjur Drate Mnﬂnn ﬂnlayuﬂ. ;

- WASHINGTON, '.D. & Oet. T ~—The an+~
nual ‘draft mesting ‘of the majer leagien
will ‘he held, tomorrow. Originally  the
meot 1xr wax scheduled for MNelnker 2, huot
wan postponsd” hecauss ol ‘tha sbsencs of
saveral -club uprmmnﬂvﬁn whn weaera un-
able to- xet' there.

=L
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ain,

. ey
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ﬂnlﬂﬁtl nlmmt nlwlau‘ir_
paared stronger at. bat.

Sn, in the loag h.tn.- ti'in maﬂnnu nm-
2d . In winning ' the’ Natlonal' Laague pen-
nant four times'and ptrtic.i‘pnun; in =
like number of’ "H‘nrld' Berles, may. prove
-toer much for “the. ﬁﬂt*ﬂml‘-‘-'ﬂ’llhiunﬁn
champlons.’ “One thing is, cartl.m howaver,
the Senatars.are never licked.

Whoever are - 'the ' 1825 m n,hr hm;.
champlona nnd. whﬂthur theze 8. A base-
ball’ acandal & Fear from nnw, an - unugial
intereat  wiil" l:th-i.’:h :l;ﬂ- thn *nm 'ﬁr’urld‘
Berien. - . R

An ' ump!.rul -trtlu ias- I!ti tncnrﬂiu: to
#everal leaders, Tor' next . bar. It hams
bBeen.in the wind foi & yoAr—alncs Com-
minsloner Landis bluntly told the four um-
plrea panfigned to the 1923 . 8Berlag theV wera
not as important to the Serien as the Jow-
lin "t pubstitutes. and that.he mould have
mon stationed conveniantly to take charga
1t tha regulars threw him ‘down. Though
hie tirate then wasa doe to his injaconstruc-.
tlon of the purpose of the delegation. that
visited him. the four umpires later made
known their dissatisfaction with an 25000
Alvidend beiwesan them from & mﬂlfnn-ﬂul-
InT gate. They had called for th: purposa
of reachlng an understanding +with Landis
ay to speclal ground rulex on the first eall

From then on Landir has had no cham-
plon among tha arbitera of the majors, and
nnieasy the commission and the club owne-
rra gat togather thivy wintar and meest the
umplires' demands, diMcultiex next fall are
certalin.

Refore the onpening game ITmpires Ceon-
nolly, Klem, DMincen and Quigley ara gald
to ':‘.:n'ﬁ shaken hands on AR vow naver
atin t9 handla a World's Serfes for less
than s fourth of Ltha total of two winning
tears playery' sbarea and two lasing team

nﬁd‘. have ap-

Quvt. 7.—Thse Trhita Box |
defonting the |-

. dln-r: tion,

' Whthal‘ In- ﬁhm

dAmarican Loague.

wRAterprine 4

who ix pesident

-4 Inflelder, pinyed o . aplendid gamo ‘at short
for Mltwnuh& ‘all season, as well as to top

| tans bacause Cozy - Dolan -was. & me
{ Miller' Huggine. had

*ISISLER TO MANAGE
BROWNS NEXT YEAR,

PITGHIHG ABOUT DNL‘( THlﬂG HE'LL
" HEF.D FOR A 'HINNER. R

-.l.u.-i..-.

Eicke!r Appears to Be Sittin’ Pratlr with
Ynungaters, Bribe incident Proves
Gama Cannnt Ha Manipulalud

. 2 T- e ey

— ,'.1:; Tortis, Mo,

‘Oct. - €.—

-ager of ‘ths 82t Louls
Browns again next year—
fothat ie 1f he wants the
‘_:‘.-uh hnil Ball, prﬂidmt
S §raf. the elub, has vnbound-

him pernonally and talten
Il.;:.';ln|.“_l.l=..'.||.1-v.|1: of tha fans. who
o that Sislar did , a7
wall as anybody peould have dons with 1:t.l'l-ln
team, conaldering the 'way. the .pitching
Btafl snapped. ‘Thare hne been no inkling
‘as 1o Wwhat will be done Lo regenerate 1"!&
hurling | enrps. but of course there ix.
‘ehance of tatching one or se n the r.'rr#..ﬂ
-and . then, too, if. Bisler makas It strong
rnnu:h BYMS m::me:-r may hn ;unk in th-ﬂ.t.

A4

Thara are nv-uml dikely mnk.'[nr prof-
:pum In". the. cluster, of young ‘men. re-
| caited from” the. minors, but fn the. maln
it does noe Iook like:iny nf them are Win-
Eards.. Tharm is nleo. &, fiity that twn
or more of ‘the, deadvwelght heavers, wha
o e nd e s e
. A r ot
one . dependable ‘Clans  AA. ‘heaver. It -1a
almost, rertain thnh‘EIsIlr will not- wn:r?
hims=elf gray “wpith. allof the' uaﬂuu ﬂh:-*
pers. who were ua.rrl.m In- 1984,
Bill Bayns, tha.. dleft-Hondér, whn aia so
well, with Tulsa ‘where: ha:lu.t lasned un-
der opton, - will ihe back,.  He has alwnys
‘been o winner..in the ‘Wentern  Loaxus,
but seems to shrink ‘when he .facew the
blg leaguers, this In view of tha fact that
‘the Western Is what ta: knuwn asg. & “hit-
‘ters® - league'—a Innn- 'Whnru ‘the old-tim-
‘ara and ' youngsters . alike - thri vea on wl:ml-
ing 'the apple. Tt in posslble,. though, that.
hia stay with.Tulsk gave. him that mm-!*-
thing ‘which ha needod for: EIJEHIII"IR ‘the.

. Bloodhourds .Have Besn Bunr '

- Heouts Monahan and- Cahill, as well ag
l'ﬂl:rmnnhtim of the team in the' fars
AWaAY ' leaguer, weara :'lwm Apacifc. instruc-
tlons to concentrate 'en pltehing talent late
In the season; and . these able bLush“ beag-
era unqguesationably bave . w:lot of “*leada.”
Getting them: naturally . is ‘aomethlds elue
agaln, for it's the’ coin' of tha ﬂmlm thnt
ﬂﬂunt’ H.ﬂ.ﬂ." H-I-'l j‘- FE
- Branch Rickey no. dtmht- Inu mudu pleas-
Ing stridem townrd the ends which. hh mht
out to reach earTy in. 18Zé—idat nf htﬁ]l.'.l-
thg up from tha groun@ With a bynch .of
Nye-wira - :.mnng fﬂllﬂﬂpf whol will spuat en-:
thusienm and .phru in thelr work.,  Ha
any o Ity _--l'l:ﬂ[ﬁh -:rmrnt:' aler
who should’ . Ha: I:ﬁxﬁ'ﬂnt
Rhem, tha chap' Irﬁm Fort .Emlﬂh s

Rhem," 'wﬂh r.rq'l'. ng'a a-ua.‘l-huﬂ::r ll
n blg fellow and' in ‘some respects: gives, o
hint-. of -Dazey ‘I-l"nm:q. ' He has' a daszling
fast Lall and with' & little more "brushing
off, plus econtrol, a,i;\: Aa  diMocult. 10 reason,
how he will:be kept. away ‘from ‘regular
anaignments, next: seidgon. Aftar pitchinm
a victory sgminst. Philadeiphia in the :fnal
series of ‘the lagt rorditcip: somebody anked
Gunﬂlﬂ“"ﬂhﬂ.t‘ ‘haa' he got?” This in--

quiry’ ﬂma n.ﬂ.-ur ‘ha had" mh.l!tmil. four, of
thq.‘ Ph.l.llg S h\ R B
C o Gonealey ulH«th:.t -.Rhm has. mn nf tha
bast "ﬂn" iballg  heKad .seen  in- s long |
time and that tie mixes this with o knuckle
ball which: :resembles a - fade-away. . Ths
latter, Gonzales H-idhls mm dirﬂ::ult tﬂ
ﬂ:n.tuh let alone hit:
“Intercsted In \\:;qq,l

‘.Brl.nﬂh also’ hu+.nm
with at least one Coast Lu.;u - wnd
‘thera is Teason to belleva that: ﬂ;a ﬂnrﬂi-
nzls will hook a.pitcherand nqﬂthnr p‘lna'-—
or. © ‘Beout - Charley Barrett . -been '
tha Coast reglon for a- lung ﬂ;na qmd;_;:ju
doing .o’ lot: of  trolling. - mﬂtem shimes(r,
huh:n. - pretty gmd 1ine pn*t‘hn pl‘.uratu .'In
Harry Wiliams' ‘lmp h-.ﬂn: Ffo

at’ r.-uun-

hand {nfprmation on’a tpur,
Iry duﬂn; tho  late gurmm

We ‘must -not overlook’ *I:ha fact ﬂlﬂli"f*
that Lester Bell, loiding - hitter of -
.Amarflcnn. Azxsociation for -1824, will nlu.u
be back with the Cardinals, The young

"r..

the batters. Whan  Riclkiey had him in
the :prjn: I:m could. hit. . hut ‘ha was un-
certain 'aflald. ‘and ‘noever was lu;¢ whau
‘hin ‘heaves. would’ land. -

Thevenow, whom ‘the Cardinalsy ::h}'m.l
at . short duriag .the last nionth' of ‘' the
“geanon, I8 a. fine ' figlder, and: thkw m:;i
fnd &, place for him in- 1825, .

L&t 'Louis, with ita  two' “major - ieagus”
feams, naturally wan shoeckad. h:r the mn-
‘dal in-the ranks of the Glants.. “The aver-’
age fan, howaver, puis 'a broad construn-
tion en what happensd in the. bribery nt-
tampt and poinis to.the speed with which
the caneer was discoversd with the-argi-
ment that cheatera cannot’ cheat dn  base-
ball and get’ away with. it. - t meemd
to e alogical conclunlon, for H.l ‘“murdtr
will out,'*sc will cropkedness. .’

The incldent- resched I.-lﬂ-l!t]? to mnnr
mber
of the Cordinals:{for awveri] ssasons when
the 1eam. Theyr ra-
called that Huggins was tlekied pink when'
tha clnb dacided to ssttle with -Cozy whila
‘his mnuut..hud A _yenr to go n-.nﬂ. eut ]
hirn sdrifr. . Chry. was Hnown as his own .
enemy . while’ hers; having -lictle  standing.
with his fellow plavera bacause thay conld
not measura -his l‘riund.uhln 'wlth fuall #ln-
mﬂtr.

ﬁlm- Bigger Thnn Ghentam oo

"It is ‘o very regrettable. inctdant,” sald
Hm-mhr Rickey, regnrding the - mecandal,

“and we ol feel It deeply. yet it nhnﬂs
that L'?rnnind Baraball is ttun and wilk
‘mnot iolerats auch tactics. -

"I Ao not bellava It will hnvu n::ur aff!-(‘:t
on the game ar A Wwhole, except thar it
will strengthen the public's confidence 1in
the men who are resgonsible for the fu-
tura of tha spnrt. They Lre. ﬁetgmtn.ﬂ
to keap the pome free from talnt'

Some American Leagua partizaps. 1".,-‘
beliavs that {t would have heen tn the
advaniage of tha Famae had Presldant Tnn
Johneon of the American YLengue heen
nrasent when the action wan taken agninast
Diolan and MConnell. They feel that aws
the third member of the Advisery Coun-
el of the major leagues, with IL.andlis and
FPresident ¥evdlar, of the Natlonal League,
he shouv'd hnve participated in tha hatr.-
ing. Csrtalnly Mr. Jehnson's pressnce.
would have had tha- aTact of allminating
maich of thﬂ: mystery and doubt as to ths
axtant of ‘tha investigation which: wnm
carried. out with the umual n;mctn.culu.r din-
p‘ln%-h J:u; ﬂuhf.‘nmmllui?nﬂ.

a fana have not forgotian th -
oughness with which the houae :afthf;ﬁ
White Hox waa cleaned up of Hy Althy
mess by Mr. Johneon, after the skalgtenas

playara' sharea, GO'THAM,

e

‘George Sisler wrill ba man- |

ed.-faith in, George,” Ukes |

MKECHNEE HE
SHOUTING

-*ﬂll-

Sevaral Ghanges Likely," Gﬂmm Bnnper
and: Schm:dt Having Axes to Gnnd

With Owner.

- z'r'rsmmu*
.are wild w'ih

Jbout-.in- F-qutm
mothlng

varsy &Ha Lo
"changes nre to
the pearsoonel
-ratas nafore

been asking aach other why it

have been alss asking .whathe
boys.

Duccareers of 1934 didn't win,

slble r:rr ‘the fallure
better than finish: thivd.
In answar to them; 'Preﬂ.ﬂ

sotisfed withk the way MceKech

If he wants t... This iz tan
sa¥Ying that Wilkinsburg Bill
Eﬂnt the helm naxi !.prlnn-.
in the mildst of .
whlch s fav from bump’tﬂmd

Hu nut’nt 1o have a.anuch bett
¥aar than, this scason; for the
miade’ up I'n;-gal}' of . young, maot
will ba  benefited
the campaign just clossd.” .MI

taot, the’ mennm of" th-uu materinl and

the genoral lack of 'p-uisn WRAR

coine through this season: -
In u cloze roge,  such’,
‘Glanta: and Robins emm dn

Age. carTying with - it fts st
ﬂunnm i= halpful - -Both W
‘Hobinsen had more utﬂnr pluru
r.ha lgaal  elub,

¢ outfity would’ h,mpnr

, Kremar, . Ydé,, Etnrn
1r;ﬂﬂﬁfm rlght. gérn
H‘ndrg, ‘and t-nneu 0T

m'.. Andl " outfield,

:l‘.inm

: Caraon . ;Elsfhnp h-.d -9 v¢rs=

it:rrilum ‘he “showas . up . in" better physl-
itton than he: wans - iIn “this  Fear,
‘impreasive mtart .|
hext,, dtpﬂnfr. Ahers '.lm Htt.'lu -doubt; that . he'
Hnnr- m-.r ﬂt his

duml *huttqr
‘had orie ‘of” thao

cal-
nnd he makes  an
his ‘place. . i
 “T'he' Pirates: 'm:uld hn:ru
-thisyear. also,
‘Micheras done -what -was' ame

; T Hla ﬂwn Enamy. -
#rmr his  mensational -
MeKechale shad every . right

thrﬂu#h' and-
on ‘the  twirler himself,

Jbhall serlousls, -
ol' his sscapndes,.- as’ well s’
few othier membera--of tha ol
older pen; - who ~shodld hove
yeungstars . aoc good " example,

rlﬂn-umr nlt rulau ox' ﬁucihlinm & tha:r

aid.

A allrn dunlplln#ﬂ-w s & Jﬂm{l:ﬁ one |
nr the u_:; Eraatest- n 82, Farhaps
'-I-mumr Hehtehhla han - Iﬂrﬂqﬂ -thing

to.rTirle with an’ IHm hnnd
gchleven siccssa.

4 Allowing? nm:r *nlu.irar tﬂr t:ut
tnh‘.llnhinr ‘a dangeroun :pmnﬂ
| nearty = ln.‘rurlbnn s 1.0
‘WNe matt
mhy be,

Stccess.
able leewny, but- he, seta - the
nevur ‘Nlters

nhnd:tatﬁnn al n
Thera.

{u publishad ' hera rmrit]hf os’

Eer.

ATaN
Barn : Drﬂfuaq AR conte
w‘hﬂlﬂltﬁ clean-up,  and that-

nr-lﬂli;

probably trus that

Welter Schmidt,
bur:
thare are rumors that they a
make some
ing tims arrfvens, *ﬁ'h:l.ﬂh
Im of thelr bhosas.

mAY .

dérful ball this ‘acason,

;curred the Jdispleasure of his.
and it would not Ba a great:
h:.vem a rnn-l 1!11:

‘he and Earney -:were to
dul'lmr the next-few months.
t.nltu the frst sack berth, if
catenx It

anything happens. to Goimm,

certain
preasident of the <lub
the
sroused Conper’s anger. and
forgntten. the ‘dneident.

him

frr

had been hidden in the closst. therse te be
forgotten., .

RALFPH S

RS
OF MoB

nnmuss sms HE-s' 'smsnzn v_aru
- mu:s wnan uewwsu '

Fo..,
“Washingren and New Tork |

ries enthu<: sm Jjust now.

more exciting
- than . & speething

. tho
'Another E"lttﬂhﬂ] Lengue sennnn.,
the paat couple of weekn, Incal fans have

+ Plrater can just pet so for, and no furth-
lar in 5 close, hard-fought - Tace, .

who fought um:lat Mo echnia, this
vear will be hack in Pirate’ Hvery in .1823.
Thera- ar+ a number of raasons why tha

nncribes their tallure to: ann;er Bil Me-
Kechnla, and are ﬂlnmq_ﬂnl for his scalp.
They havo been polnting out oll the mis-
takes s minde. and: hﬂlﬂi’ng him respon-
of - tha tmm to . do

Drestuss has ‘admitted that he i entirely

thingn. and hnos lat It ba known' that the
managerial pasitlon for 1926 is McKechnle's.

wants another chnnt:m.. He ‘has been
r#'hu!tdlng prmnsl.

‘Well Fixed for Future.. ..
by ihedr expariences in |

sponsible for .the fallure: nf th; ¢ﬂm; tr.l
thu ‘F!m.iu. -

lamt half of the lummi experience ocounts.’

s 1a not- -Set utln: Irum‘“th e
of" Plttn‘bttrru ﬂﬂ?ﬂtﬂtﬁ. ﬁ“ithhu: h thﬂurrth
Fotien” 'l'l:ﬂ-ﬂhl!rh

Hum-n con h;tnli.ad*ii!thu:; Iuh ‘the:
Bolng: e
difficult inb .to keep him out of g, ﬂm.ﬂn:t'
berth., next yoar, but where he wllt be
p!nced, w*lll :Iepand entlt-q.'iy upun ﬂruum-

Johnny Hnrﬂuc-n Lwn.s th . 1»
,{.-tha'ﬂ:a'i.-l ‘m“w_?!

record:

great things of' hlm,*hut he failad.to- comea,
the fans blame: his ‘downfull
- T{a is-of & care-
léms nature, and ‘does ' not take :his ‘base-
Many tales.: are balng. ‘told

or’ two alontk th‘.la lineg ‘thix, year, and hns
coms ‘to the Enm:ittllnn thm. he will' ‘have
If hn qhupu to.

“clu

ow' vialuable - the: rll.]qﬂ violater

t: 1r alwayd beltpr 1o take ;tﬂﬁ:—
oent mennurﬂ with hlm right away..

“That I8 one  secret of John Hnﬁruwn

"He gilves. ‘his . playera consider- |.

ft.  _Anyone +who oversteps
| that l;-nundlr# A8’ -Certaln” to "feel ‘the :trunr

‘hpyvs been-g- num%-&r of ﬂih' ptor-

golng- to 'hnppeh this ' Swlater to. tha ' Pir-
ridiculous }m had ‘it ‘that’

thea ‘entire tum *m-uld ha min!nn next

" May Be:Soma Holdouts. . -
“WWhile' there 18 no .deslrg on; the: p.i.
.nf the olub- to part- with. Anyasset, Tt
there will’, be - Iuniu
trouble. in sglenlng 1:1;: m‘t_?r? nt nd; ks
AChatley. Grimm, a i-
Cooper: ars’ nover, easy to slgn., and

, . whan. contract slgn-

- Grimm's gnEe ix & Mthﬁl‘ Pﬁm‘[lnr umr.
-Fur the moat pm-t. he han pl
but he hax fn-

TFEvereit Rarnew’ has been  groomed t‘:l-

However, lat it he said that the'
fans are likely. to howl Joud and:long: if

bert flelding firat sackars In the businass.

So far an Cooper iz concerned. he -atill
feels that he (s wot appreclated here.; "A
Mlqmm.ph!q maessnge, Eent by -the
to the manager. {1
Esst on the Arst or second

Cooper had a
REreat vear, and thn fars hm:rlr that lm will

ba hm:l-: .
for schmtdt. peraona nnm!fr be-
tween him and Dreyfumss kea it bard

te Etve his best asMorta here.
Fir, has played good baill tlhiis summer, in
aplta of the fact that he waa out of It
with injurles for ke Eﬂh'ﬂﬂ-&r!hle rtrotoh.

D::L
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rg -thare is |
tro-
just
re "'nldn in
of .the ¥Pli-
dawn af’
Duaring
s that the
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r all of tha
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tamount to

will .again-
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Plrates ars
arial, which.
amatter of -
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poving - fa-
CEraw - and’
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ot

..panp year.

Veterun
ted:of “him.

uf Ihﬂ.
Vte

thosa: of a
uh. -notably

‘met . the,
Inltﬂi of.

.“pu-..lu ,.ﬂl"
erit,, -:.ng 1=
tiorals.

Iimlt nnﬂ

te what In

mplating ' .~
practically

mm:

re. golng to.
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CWon- 1

smployer,
surprise. {f

AQrimm va-

one .of the:
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hea haa not
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 ISENATOR PLAYERS
FALL OFF IN WEIGHT

RUEI. FGR INST&NCE ISTEN P(}UHDS
UHDER NGRMAL FIGURE.

— -

Hard l}ampaign. Plus Wnﬂd 'S Series Has
Had Its Efféct on Men* Capital

f:_- L Proud qf ﬁnffs,ﬁghters. e
e Asmmrrnﬂ . G, Oct
. E+—Wnnhmltun m - sub-

merged in an ocean of
bascball and is snioying it
to the limit, regardless. ot
what may happen m 112
firet “Weorld's Sarles.  The
ans idea of all is to. get
tha Gients,
naver esasy "and, Judging

; trom tha resualta of ths
first two contests, the Sarles may go zev-
en game==~  Evervhody has faversd the
staging f the Saries, Neariy all ths na-
ton's fens nre pulllagy for” the Washing-
Tone, the most popular pennant winners
aver Known., bacause thev came  clean,
Wwith never the faintext suggeation of dirty.
baill, have a mnst popular president, o uni-

versally - ;dmlt-eﬁ Aghting manager, and
tho muﬂmltr hu‘t-wud Pltchar Yyaltar
Johnson, . . ’

The  weather suddenly changed frnm
wintry gloom and-ecold on the frst day

and sunshine when the openlng ' gamos
ware Dlnved, . The Clark GviMith Stadium
1doked ita bnﬂ.. ahd' tha -contesting teams
ware ' in batisr - :-:mdil:lon than: Js wusual
‘after such utrauunuu caropalgns as theoy
went through,

:E'ru:mmt ﬂrifnth anva hils team im not
as- l'rﬂltnl; one o some former ones that
could 'bs named, .but it {8 the gamest ona
The ﬁﬂl‘ uw.- That {3 a good statemant
of t]u. m-&. and- it is alse. trues that this
is a bnttle between the two most courage-
ous and indomitable teams’ thers ars- Thm
} Washingtons hova the fire and Insplration
af campnra‘;twn ‘youth and: g bellef - that
nothing can stop them,’ l.1'|:i,".|. tha Glanta thas
Airmness “and’ brilllance of tried Veterans,
They are the hardest team’ the Griffa eould
‘have onposed, ‘and the. locals are glad. of
it ‘and hope Lthey -can put’ thntr Aull t;rnns‘th
in the fleld, win or lome.

. Eaton nutliﬂu an S-H‘. :
It wan stated. in this column two weaks

that,. if the thres sirajght pennant
Ilmlt was ever surpassed, MeGraw would
do it, and now wag Nis time,. aldad hy his
usual. resourcefulnes and some soft games.
An It ‘turned -out, ha iid even Letter nH
li:t: wor mtﬁ a crippled team in his-tough-

The' ﬂrrit!n had a hard road’te travel to
.lml: inth “this’ World's Herles scrap, and

*

t now,. ..Pittnhu;;' In' belter off, .so'far llﬂlllt it thur beat the tenm that heat.
As.the futurs i conceimied.than  elther: [ihe ‘that ‘Is any algn of what
th:!'ﬁﬂnt#r 'l‘.llﬂ""'* - --a.;fl A __ F'D'Hi'l Bpl'l’h ‘of . the hhl.}’u’rn lost n

ﬁrmaﬁ% ¢ At WW . 4 durine . thefrmd et itedoeeud |
Ing o adoni! - aa; Latghers. !I:r:w.:n:m:,;uf b i _lﬂh Al who hltd more: tmn (o wor-
n::ur

|- thie - fight,  complained , vety bitterly- thot.

ho. had speat saverdl: yenrs cultlvating A
‘bay window, only to’ lome it all on the laat
-erentful trip. . Muddy Rusl twhoss normal
Playing walght 1s only 143 pounds, lost
mote than ten pounds of It by continuous
work” hnhmd’ the bidt, ecatching 'the ' fast

pitt::h:lmr “Johnson and Marberry, but is
Teuling - t tu dn a.ll tha Eurluu Wurk li'
requlrmi

The ﬂrut game In the Inst uﬂm in Bu!-
inn. “when' Alex. Fefguson beat them and
“ent thnlr"ltn i'to “one - m:mm wns one of
th-u worst® blows ‘to-. dﬂﬁm and: when
‘the Red Sox started: 'h:r seoring four runs.
a.gtn.innt "l:l';luuzctl'vr fn “the *Arat “inning' of - the
next day’s gnme, it Wis a- caze 3 "'Life's
Darkest - Hﬂman’t "~ahd’ *“When - a  Fellar
Needs. a ?ohud."*‘hut they bucked up- And
Lent ‘the Fohligs 'to 1t and then turncd In
-and ¢inched- lhn nennmbdm the fhird con-

‘L“L . .
: Fil'ﬂl.-'llﬁl'l Bmi‘-tl-'ﬂw Etﬂ:tkﬂ. "o
. When “Ferguson l:wm.t“l:hﬁ Gl en‘he

ha-ukn Walter 'Johnson's scring of viotories;

‘after he'had ‘yon: 18- straight pames, and-

ended -Sam. "Rice)s. .hnt.,uq;

hnd- ..hlt; r.t:l.'ﬂ:# In -31 ‘successive contests.-

The : Snx may not have finished very

ligh,  but they, wera  the ‘moat’ sugcenaful
team, I’ wiﬁn!ugt ‘froma' Johnhson, and: Per-
guron Wi’ tﬁel ‘most  mufcesstul’ plicher |

mm-t.. m. - In &%’ starty Aleglk beat,

- them four. timd, ‘tied onca.snd lost oncs.

' Tha trlurﬂrh‘nr the tenny Wwap" winda, &

publlci"ﬁvqnt wrid the keay of the dity mn

presented . to Stanlay Harris, na.the.r
eeritative of the- players, by the -&m-.
of the . Board of Commissioneis ‘o agth

trict ‘of.Columblia, who also Inuu a-*fus
Iqwin.r proclamation: T
“A Proclamatlon: On 't-ihl'-ﬁ.' ‘of ' the
goveroment ‘of the District of- Columbla

and, the’ citizens thqrtﬁr ‘the commission-

“bngeball

ArE snd-to the Wamhlﬂ m
elib _thelr < heéariiest ations on
winoing: the -baseball p-tnna.nt* In the .ﬁ.mg‘r-

lean  League. .

- “For mand years it ‘h;tu hﬂn l.hr -l;h!dl'ﬁ
at‘ the- peopls of 'Wnﬂh;mﬁn io" have
wln‘nlﬁ’g 'baseball clul. On’ uvarnl prﬁ;'l
Sux occaslony’ we havs goxde Tisar |s

goal. ‘But it ramnined for this Fear for the
- preaent “Washington:  team,- Ted * hy s
vouthful - and - intrepid ‘manaxer.  Stanley’

Harris. ‘and the veteran, -E'lark'l.'iﬂﬂ‘hh to
‘Brimg ‘home" the coveted fag:'

-tphla feat is - but ‘a. Iureﬁ:nntr ot :m-
 dthier-Tdat which the cltizéns of TWashing-
ton- hove no-doubt will be nccomplished:
that is; ,fn‘: ‘the Washirigton team to van<
quish : tts- riyal, “the 'Wew: York dGlants. 'in
‘the Jﬁrﬁrlﬁ'p Borlee =hich 'will be held. io
Tashington beginning. October 4.. THa cltr
‘of Washington faels much honored that It
-will-hé’ the .acene- of the fArat: game of the
. Berier, -und: v Il‘tﬁ‘ﬂlﬂﬂht ix - epnfident
that 1ita; tmql* will . ulpnl:rﬁ f..l:w wuﬂﬂ'
chnmnlnnlhl:h“- S
- Rush f#l"' Tieketa Unnqullaluﬂ.-- -

The - rusth’to obtain tickeats for the Eur!-u
was ke a clvil war, According -to some.
entimaten, a8 Tmany o 000 peéople were’
clamorihg for them. s time, although
they colild only be abtalned by those hold.
ing corde which hn.d heen ' qmiled ’l!i:n t.l:l-m
By the club. :

'n"lth comiv 3T.000  semts t-:: dlntrllm-tn- to
‘avar. 200,000.. applicants for  tlckets, . of
‘coursn many h.d to be dizappolited, saven
inetuding soma who had mads applleation
a month or o g0, . In one casa, @ AN
filed  am enarly regquesr for twea box meale,
-and, when he waws glvon twao in a pavilion
instead, he expreared his- disappolantment.
“jywn't you want them ' arhked one In the
crowd, "™Nn.” =ald the tloke: holder. “1'1
give Yyou *3I0 for tham,” sajd l;hn other;

fand he id.

. Ticket speculatora. did mnm!dernhtu '.I:mHl-
neas for n tims, nsually buying §16.50 tiek--
ets from hoiders Ffor $21.50. aod ealllne
them [or 550, hall of thelr profit golng to
tha Eovarnmaent AR ta.:l:, under -a. . Iaw
which prevented their belng penglized.
The authoritles scan founrd a way to check
them by arresting thea ticket holders wha
wera Bellinng to the brokers, on the + ound
that it wus HNiegal for thera to 521l with-

PAUL TV,

. DAYTS,

out a hrozar's leense,
EJLTﬂIjI_'.

but_that was |

of the meonth te almost summer warmth |
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the ‘1924 season woa £:-big:
b reem Ik tha, Btet thrqn.rumﬁ‘
miss, and- got five hite in' 12 cimas =zt bat, far an averagé of’

than ‘thoss who wora lo the thick of-| 3021 he Jhnd a hatum; mark n: L300, while In 22 It
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SEEGND BASEMAN FRANK FRISCH

Records of the Arat three Rames of the Woarld' s
irican f.eague rivals, bat if ona {s permitted to bevome a trifle (aca-

in within rearonable bounds of tt'ur.hfuhtﬂas, it.can bo sald t’*n.t'.
fisvh has ouifiglided the Benatorx. _
Anybody who smw the. thied game of the Boerles will nﬂm!t that l.‘hu secnnd bi&ﬂtﬂtn';
wa¥ just about everywhere an. ordinary human <ould be,
thn left of bhim, dashed to the right-of him, and no leas than threa times acootad far -
into the outfleld to.catch- droeping fles just out of reach of the outfloldera.
bunded he choked off the Senators whenever, they bacame dangerous,

The Series bas besn-alow in producing cutstanding individual performers, bLut ﬂu
lnursl. wraath rests with Frisch-for the timo belng ot Jeast, ]
. Friech has been, plu¥ing: fn World's :Serles in ull but two yvenrs of alx he han baen
with the Glants, and {8 un-exparienced. blg mohey player.
MeGraw's' toam: 'in 1818, 1he year ‘he jolned tha . team, golng dircctiy from Fnr*!hnm,.‘
-gnllexe, whera he starred dn footbell:muy well ou bascball
factor in kewping the Giants on top.
e T

Berles show tho

¥~ smcooped

Hm 'h#cn R A

T S W T el R g

e W . i

r ihe Glants havTe

them up . ta-

Hingle«

Nrtare onw ..

Hiz grnernl :lku throu #’:"-:Irut:. :

Ht Beries Friasch. unnpl.aq: 2L Lclm.nr:n-t wi t;hnut u-*

hw"-’ -i-;-'li M'Id 1n ..li:=¢ 1"'5.1
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that- all luﬂﬂ nm:l.
e lll::.  stricter. AtLten

hy Aany.means, but |t

ford.
mle:nten to t!'.m

u:n-nir..tu on baseball

‘ernl leskons and not”

selves and. thelr

u-nnm.uhn sansjons ‘ara.

unuldur. -
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1-: Itrh‘:th-" the '
leagup. - They
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for sorme time.
tnke in the =asslons.

poams too much
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PRHI}FIEEI! Muosa.,
‘|- Bconomy. . measures  will- be
aest of cumidern-
cannurl mee ting, of
.A.muint'lnn dr

. Elven the;

ni-ura emphmﬂu than |

u.ﬁ to. ba impressed.
the mﬂmunn wwants S the -
be A real business . mo
urtlun. Socjul festures Are to -be.
led as.fnr as possitio. :;md overy ‘attempts
wil bhe made to Est the delegates to cnn-

AM Jeapuas

; y to look far.
all leagues are Tunning wild in the mat-

" r,

-

'
o

_nI

in lunuenrjﬂ GQURTLOTS thq.t. tha nmé:ln-
t.ﬂ-‘ to vote on.
oun . leaguep -a
u'l;'m will_ be urged
e “to tl}ilr Terit-

nacm - Ret mtn a not new:
o i il bt-n tdrged. with'
' h-rf'ura At .H!:.rt-

‘wn‘uﬂn thi: :-'Eil!l‘
fith. tha fact that’
convention - to,
ating and not a ‘To-

ohleme.

The past veAson t:.u: t the minors sn‘lr-
the Tleast  important
iz tha lesson .that thw ‘mupt take themi-
'mﬂp‘mm
Les moetings s well as Matlonal As-.}
bt 13‘513.?& e giv::ed
more to the .business. at ha * and” thera
| aAppaars  to--be - plenty’ of fhurlnnﬂ‘fd! ‘the
leagiien mﬂh-lduﬂlr nﬂd mE A whuln tﬂ
Draft’ 40 Get Attantlun.-,
~The draft, the optionsl agresment play-
player nnd salary liotits, the re-
lations . betwaen the mrlmt-ﬂ. I?Iﬂb'th ln:ﬁ-tm
ors and all .such topicE, w on' ,
i Those  ‘favoring ' the |¥

that. the developing of. thu naw  player
provines of
‘alse wnnt t‘.h-.v . majors =

‘usa. the: dratt mpre than “they have ha-n
B i to The drafe

o

e has -weaWennad
gnl‘tl:r apd that the rn'trrnn.ti’nnnl Taagua.
ready. to im‘rpt mnm:ﬂpthn A=

Lsague fesls | ﬂmtter#d ry
oelng given the natinonal convention and
Vi 1= plianning to’ nm e the convention ons
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Defense Strikes Blue Note

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—As expected,
pitching was the Cardinals’ long
suit as they headed into the 1973
season.

The most pleasant developments
in a spring training that was a tre-
mendous change from the shaky
1972 Florida camp included the
emergence of two pitchers. One
was somewhat of a veteran, start-
er Alan Foster. The other was a
virtual unknown, lefthanded re-
liever John Andrews.

Foster and Andrews, who were
not on the varsity roster, shared
surprise-of-the-spring honors with
Ray Busse, who quickly took
charge of the shortstop sweep-
stakes.

Foster and Andrews survived
spirited competition for the few
berths open on a pitching staff that
figured to include the Big Four of
Bob Gibson, Rick Wise, Reggie
Cleveland and Scipio Spinks. Add
Al Santorini, Diego Segui and re-
turnee Wayne Granger.

THAT MEANT A sort of tourna-
ment. Victims of the numbers
game were Rick Folkers and Mike
Nagy. Folkers, another southpaw
fireman, didn't allow an earned
run in nine spring innings, but he
happened to have options left and
was sent out.

Nagy had an ERA of 0.64, but he
was dealt to the Rangers because
the Cardinals decided to hang onto
Jim Bibby, who throws harder
than Nagy. Both Nagy and Bibby
had run out of options.

Foster did not allow an earned
run until his fifth and last appear-
ance of the spring. Cleveland was
the most effective hurler in the
play-for-fun games with six excel-
lent outings and an ERA of 0.50.
Reggie walked only five and struck
out 16 in 36 innings. He clearly
showed the benefit of a successful
winter in Venezuela.

GRANGER INDICATED strong-
ly that he was ready to return to
his glory days as a Redleg with a
0.56 ERA for nine appearances.

Ace Gibson was set back by a
foot injury, but he rebounded to
earn another opening-day start.
Wise was excellent except for his
last time out of the starting block.
Spinks was erratic in his early out-

i
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_ Bernie Carbo, Luis Melendex . . . Slo
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In Redbirds’ Spring Sonata

By NEAL RUSSO

ing, partly because he hadn’t been
in competition since last July 4,
when he suffered a knee injury,
but Scipio finished strong in Flori-
da.

Andrews was not scored upon
until his ninth and last chance at
camp. Santorini appeared ready
for another dual role of relief and
spot starting. And Segui was the
same old Segui-—a steady performs-
er with a most baffling forkball.

THERE WAS excellent hitting
by Ted Simmons, the club leader
with .349. Tim McCarver, an excel-
lent addition, hit the ball well, es-
pecially in the early weeks. Ken
Reitz, a good-fielding third base-
man, closed fast after missing
eight days because of chicken pox.
And Jose Cruz, appearing more
mature, not only hit the ball well
(.308) but also displayed some of
the center field skills he showed
when he came up in 1971.

Busse, the big hope at shortstop,
tailed off at bat late in spring train-
ing, but still wound up as the club
RBI leader with 11. An 0-for-18
szvggun pulled him down to a final

Joe Torre finished with .212, but
nobody was worrying about him.
Nor was there concern over Lou
Brock’s .225 or Ted Sizemore’s .203.

BUT MANAGER Red Schoen-
dienst did fret some about the
leaky defense, which finally
seemed to tighten in the last few
games in Florida. And he was a bit
concerned about the batting slump
in the last 10 days. He found it hard
to believe that the Birds hit only
three home runs in spring training.
The Pirates” Bob Robertson hit
that many in one game-—against
the Cardinals.

Because of the questionable of-
fense, Red had to make sure he put
his best’ defensive lineup on the
field. That meant Torre would
have to play first base and Reitz
third—at least at the beginning.
McCarver, who did pretty well
making the transition from catch-
er to first baseman, would have to
head up a bench that shaped up as
an improvement over the 1972 edi-
tion.

THE MAJOR disappointments

£

w Starters.

to Schoendienst were Bernie Carbo
and Luis Melendez. Neither hit
well in Florida and Carbo, who
earned the right field job last year,
was having trouble in the field, too.
Schoendienst, shaking his head,
decided to platoon the pair at the
outset with the offer of the reguiar
job to whoever could get hot at the
plate.

Also disappointing, especially in
view of the over-all outfield situa-
tion, was the shoulder injury that
knocked hot prospect Bake
McBride out of virtually all of
spring training. McBride was ex-
pected to make a strong bid as an
extra outfielder.

That role appeared to fall into
the hands of Dwain Anderson, an
infielder whe quickly adapted him-
self to all three outfield positions.

BACKING UP McCarver, the
only spare catcher, on the bench
were, in addition to Anderson and
whichever platooned outfielder
wasn’'t in the game, Ed Crosby,
Mike Tyson, Bill Stein and Bobby
Fenwick.

Busse and Cruz appeared to be
the keys to the fortunes of the '73
Redbirds, a much more relaxed
and confident crew than the °'72
entry.

Redbird Chirps: Segui was
called to Miami late in spring
training because his father had
suffered a heart attack. . . . Harry
Mitauer of the St. Louis Globe-
Democrat rates as the champion
cigar smoker among the baseball
scribes. Mitauer chomps on 20 sto-
gies a day. . . . The Cardinals
picked up Mike Thompson, a right-
handed pitcher, fromm the Rangers
in the swap for Nagy. That trans-
action also served to cancel the
player owed to the Cardinals for
pitcher Lance Clemons. ... . The
Cardinals promoted Paul Fauks
from director of sales to adminis-
trative assistant in the farm and
scouting departments. Joe Cun-
ningham, the ex-Cardinal first
baseman-outfielder who had been
director of special projects, moved
into Fauks’ job. . . . The Redbirds,
6-14 in spring training last year,
finished at 13-11 this time, includ-
ing 8-3 against National League
clubs.
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Sisler’s Standards Were Sky-High

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Researching “‘Super Stars of Baseball,”’ the series
of 40 player profiles published by THE SPORTING NEWs and then put in
book form, I came upon a brow-raising comment in an interview with
George Sisler,

I'd been impressed and said something to the effect that even though
an infection had caused temporarily blindness and forced George to miss
the entire 1923 season, he had rebounded remarkably. Why, he’d had 200
hits three times thereafter and batted .326, .327 and .345.

A polite man, Sisler interrupted impatiently and said scornfully, I
didn’t consider that real good hitting."”

Hitters who today would want the Taj Mahal for those averages prob-
ably couldn’'t understand The Sizzler's sky-high standards. As the Chris-
tian Science practitioner said in the course of memorial services for Sis-
ler the other day, Branch Rickey's favorite player was modest. But he
also had, as the Mahatma wrote in “The American Diamond,” a trait
Rickey referred to as ‘“‘justifiable ego.”

One time George Sisler, Jr., president of the International League
and one of the three baseball sons of whom the super star could be proud,
sat alone with his father in the quiet of a late summer evening on a front
porch and asked:

“Just between us, Dad, what pitcher or pitchers really gave you
trouble?’’

There was silence. George Jr. sensed that the old man was studiously
reviewing his career, trying to come up with a name or two. Finally,
George, Sr. gave up trying.

‘I was like (Rogers) Hornsby,”' he said, ‘‘because I honestly feit
sorry for the pitcher. The pitcher was out there for me to hit. 1 didn’'t look
for anything except the ball.”’

And, oh, even after illness had robbed him prematurely of his tre-
mendous speed and had aged him early athletically, he still could hit. At
37, bowing out after 14 full seasons in which he’'d failed to bat over .300

just once in a complete go-round, he still batted .309 at Boston with the
Braves in 1930.

Even .420 Wasn't His Best

But to Sisler, that wasn’t hitting. The man’s own standards were so
high that he didn’'t even regard his .420 in 1922, the season he was named
Most Valuable Player, as his best year.

To Gorgeous George, his best came two years earlier when he was 27.
Playing every inning for the old St. Louis Browns that 154-game season in
1920, Sisler had the incredible total of 257 hits, still the major league high.

Batting .407, he went hitless in only 23 games all season. Only twice
did he fail to get a hit for two successive games. He collected 49 doubles,
18 triples and, as he liked to point out, 19 home runs, a total second only to
Babe Ruth's 54. He scored 137 runs, drove in 122 more and stole 42 bases.

Sisler could leg out an infield hit or bunt and he could push and slash,
too, but he resented the suggestion that he was a Punch and Judy hitter.
hWI:‘?:l“ he pulled his heavy (42-ounce) hickory with a choked grip, he hit

ard.

Frank Frisch, himself a great all-round player, singled out Babe
Ruth and George Sisler as the two greatest of extremes, the slugger and
the scientific player. Of Sisler before his own death recently, Frisch said:

‘““He was poetry in motion, the perfect player.”

A lefthanded pitcher good enough to beat his own idol, Walter John-
son, in two low-run duels as a rookie in 1915, Sisler became an extremely
graceful first baseman, perhaps second only to Hal Chase, if you'd care to
start an argument,

He could do the incredible things defensively. Rickey, for whom he
played at the University of Michigan and with the Browns, loved to re-
member Sisler's rapid reaction in sensing a squeeze by Washington,
flashing in to grab the bunt off Roger Peckinpaugh's bat, tag the batter
and then zip the ball to catcher Hank Severeid in time to double Joe
Judge at the plate. ,

““He did it in one motion, by Judas Priest, like a magician whose hand
was quicker than the eye,’” said Rickey, who topped that one with this:

Ever hear about the time Sisler fielded a ground ball and flipped it
softly toward first base only to find that the pitcher wasn’t covering the
bag? Before you could say George Harold Sisler, The Sizzler had leaped

forward, so help Branch Rickey’s bushy eyebrows, and caught his own
throw on the bag for a putout.

Pleasant, Aloof, Modest and Sober

Yesterday or today, George Sisler would be classified as a different
breed of cat. He was pleasant but aloof, a modest, sober man who ap-
peared to smile a lot because he squinted and bared his teeth in concen-
tration during his playing days. In later years, he wore a grimace of pain
from arthritis when he struggled into St. Louis’ Busch Memorial Stadium
E cn}r:tinue scouting for, ironically, the club that lost him in 1915—Pitts-

urgh. |
_ If the old National Commission had upheld the Pirates’ claim to a
prior contract in 1915—and the Buccos’ Barney Dreyfuss never spoke
again to the man who cast the deciding vote, Cincinnati’s Garry Herr-
mann—Pittsburgh no doubt would have won more pennants.

Sisler, genteel, had class. Some still can’t believe that he once
slugged an obscene teammate (Bob Groom) or slapped an umpire
(George Hildebrand) and drew a minimal suspension only because his
record was exemplary.

Personally, in conversation, I found Sisler touchy in comparisons be-
tween the present and the past, impressed by pitching development and
totally unimpressed by what he considered lack of studious hitting and
batting concentration.

He was also a straight arrow when, as a member of the Hall of
Fame’'s Committee on Veterans, I'd ask him for a confidential appraisal
or evaluation of a player or a comparison between two performers with
whom he was infinitely more familiar than 1. He answered succinctly,
frankly and fairly. I'll miss his wisdom and his counsel.

It he swore, I never heard it. He didn't smoke or drink, and, of course,
there’s the story about the time W. C. Fields, who admired him so much
as a ballplayer, invited him backstage, lavished him with praise and of-
fered George a drink of the best Prohibition booze.

When Sisler declined with thanks and said he didn't drink, W. C.
sighed his famous Fieldian sigh and in the familiar nasal tenor now im-
itated widely in television commercials and variety shows, the showman
whined philosophically:

“Ah, well, not even the perfect ballplayer can have everything.”’




@l) ¢ Sporting News

THE INTERNATIONAL SPORTS WEEKLY
Trade Mark Registered
Founded March 17, 1888

Published by :
The Sporting News, 1212 N. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 63166—AC 314 997-T111 ;

Subscription Price $15 a Year Six Months $8.00 Three Months $4.00 .
SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIY

APRIL 14, 1973 No. 14

Vol, 175

SISLER—A RUGGED GENTLEMAN

George Sisler was at the peak of his game in the early 1920s, the
beginning of an era often dubbed the Golden Age of Sports. Sisler
helped make it so. He was a contemporary of Babe Ruth, whose home-
run bat and magnetic personality generally are credited with rescu-
ing baseball from eclipse after the 1919 Black Sox scandal.

Nobody hit the ball farther than Ruth, and no one hit it more con-
sistently than Sisler. Like Ruth, Sisler came on the baseball scene asa
pitcher of quality, and again like Ruth, Sisler reached the heights with
his bat. Those were just about the only similarities in the careers of
these two baseball giants—Ruth the carouser, crowd pleaser, instinc-
tive athlete and product of the Baltimore waterfront; Sisler the col-
lege graduate, thinker, student of baseball and quiet gentleman.

Though Sisler was recognized as a superb hitter and a first base-
man of extraordinary skills, he should be remembered above all as a
model athlete and exemplary man, on the field and off it. Branch
Rickey, the master talent-molder, discovered Sisler at the University
of Michigan and brought him to the big leagues with the St. Louis
Browns in 1915. Thirty-five years later, after developing countless
stars, Rickey was asked to name his all-time favorite player. The Ma-
hatma’s eloquence surfaced at once with this appraisal:

““My favorite player is George Sisler, and [ choose him because, in
addition to his marvelous talents as a player, he has such high qualifi-
cations as a man. From the time he came to me from the University of
Michigan until this very moment, he has never criticized a teammate
and never criticized an opponent. He was always a close observer of
every play, every pitch. He was always thinking. He was a student of
the game and devoted to his profession.

‘“And don’t get the idea because I said George never was critical
that he wasn’t dead game. | remmnember shortly after Sisler joined the
Browns, there was an overthrow and George chased the ball. Between
innings, one of my players, I think it was Bob Groom, yelled at George,
something to the effect that he was a so-and-so college player, and
next time on an overthrow to run harder. George never said a word,
but he got up and floored Groom with one punch. Groom got up,
moved to another seat on the bench and nobody bothered Sisler any
more.

“Yes sir, George would fight at the drop of a hat, yet he was a per-
fect gentleman.” :

American League pitchers probably never thought of Sisler as a
gentleman. In 1920, he belted them for 257 hits, still an all-time record,
while batting .407. Two years later, he racked up 246 hits and batted
420, a figure not even the great Ty Cobb ever matched. Sisler himself
might have exceeded it had he not been felled by a sinus infection the
following yvear. Stricken at the zenith of his career, he played eight
more years in the majors, but never approached those heights again.
Neither did he ever bemoan his misfortunes.

When Sisler died March 26 at the age of 80, he left a legacy of
which baseball can be proud. Some say baseball could use more *‘col-
orful characters’ of days gone by. Maybe so0, but these days it’s reas-
suring to know we’'ve also had in our midst sorne solid citizens, of
whom George Sisler was a prime example.

AFFLUENCY BREEDS INDIFFERENCE

A contract is a contract, says the National Basketball Association
players’ union. As a result of the players’ stand, the top team in the
NBA’s Western Conference was determined by a coin flip instead of
the anticipated one-game playoff. The Milwaukee Bucks, who tied
with the Los Angeles Lakers for the best record in the West, won the
toss. That gave the Bucks the right to play the Golden State Warriors,
lowest ranking Western qualifier, in the first round. The Lakers had to
face the higher-finishing Chicago Bulls in round one. '

The top team in each conference gets $30,000, the runnerup
$20,000. The difference of $10,000 apparently wasn’t enough to fire the
competitive spirit of some players. Their association pointed out that
the players’ pact with the league calls for 82 regular-season games, no
more. That squelched plans for a playoff. The Lakers and Bucks split
first and second money, $25,000 apiece.

NBA officials apparently had not considered the possibility of

player balkiness. Their response was a coin flip, to which the players

readily agreed. In our opinion, this is not the ideal way to determine a
conference champ. If the players refuse to budge on the matter in
future dickering, there are better ways to determine the top finisher.
A comparison of the deadlocked teams’ records against each other
would be a better gauge than mere chance.

Milwaukee players blamed the Lakers for the coin flip. Laker

Coach Bill Sharman said his players wanted to play the game “but
they didn’t want to set a precedent. Next year there might have beena
decision to have a best-of-three playoff,”” Sharman said. ‘“‘But it was
the player representatives who made the final decision.”

In any event, the episode reflects the degree of affluence attained
by pro basketball players. Granted that the money difference wasn’t
significant for today’s tycoon-athletes, especially when they knew
they could get a 50-50 split without playing, they may have overlooked
public reaction to their indifference. Fans expect highly paid pros to
. be competitors, even if only pride and prestige are on the line. Indif-
- ference can afflict spectators when they detect that malady among
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Powerful Effect of Sports

ST. LOUIS, Mo.~Television is unparalleled for its
spectacular coverage of sports events, but the tube’s
images often make a greater impression on the mem-
ory than the words that are spoken to go with the pic-
tures. ,

We watched the “Gillette Cavalcade of Cham-
pions'’ on NBC-TV the other night and, in case you
have forgotten them, we want to quote from Bob
Hope's closing remarks as the master of ceremonies.

“Ever since Dave threw his historic beanball at
mighty Goliath and confounded the Phillistine ex-
perts,’”’ Hope said, ““the world has been fascinated by
athletic achievements . . . running faster, throwing
farther, jumping higher, than the next fellow. -

“TODAY, the super stars of sports come from
every corner of the world. Pele, the undisputed king
of world soccer, is from Brazil. The brilliant Rod
Laver is carrying on Australia’s great tennis tradi-
tion. From the Soviet Union came Valery Borzov, the
world’s fastest human.

“Kip Keino of Kenya is a bright example of the vast
store of athletic talent just beginning to surface in the
emerging nations of Africa. And, of course, Jack Nick-
laus and Mark Spitz lead the world in their special-
ties.

“The simple game of Ping Pong was the catalyst
that triggered the first thaw in relations between us
and the Peoples Republic of China and ended 20 years
of mutual hostility and suspicion. An 85-pound bundle
of talent, grace and determination named Olga
Korbut won the hearts of the world in Munich. In
just a few days, she did much to humanize the image
of Russia which had for so long been cold and for-
bidding.

““Such is the power of sports.’’

MOST OF ALL, we believe, sports have the power
to influence the attitudes and actions of millions of
young people who watch and hear and read about our
stars of sports and games. Unfortunately, that influ-
ence always isn’t good.

We thought about the arrogance and ill manners of
Bobby Fischer, the world chess champion . . . the

Shula Practices Humility

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Don Shula, coach of the
Miami Dolphins, says there is no such thing as com-
plete paradise—even for a football coach who has
won the Super Bowl and has pulled off the first grand-
slam in the history of the National Football League.

“I still get letters,”’ says Shula, "*bawling me out
for using Mercury Morris instead of Jim Kiick and
vice versa. But, in a way, I don’t mind. It really gives
a man humility to remember that he can never get so
high that somebody can’t reach him with a rock. I
haven’'t had much time to rest on my laurels because
we have the game coming up with the College All-
Stars and then the folks in Miami will have plenty of
chance to judge us for the 1973 season because we
have four preseason games at home."”

Shula was given a dinner party by an old friend,
Rep. William Stanton, who comes from Don’s home
town, Painesville, O. The bash was in Washington
and it resembled a congressional caucus because
among those on hand were Congressmen Jack Kemp,
Silvio Conte, Gerald Ford and Tip O'Neill, along with
Sen. Peter H. Dominick of Colorado. Shula once
worked as an automobile salesman for Stanton be-
fore the latter was elected to Congress.

GEORGE ALLEN, coach of the Washington Red-
skins, says he doubts there will ever be another unde-
feated team in the NFL. ‘“The Dolphins’ tremendous
achievement will be more significant as the years go
by,'” says Allen. “The way the league is now, with
such tremendous talent, it doesn’t seem likely any
teamn ever will go unbeaten again.”

There are still many people closely associated with

- baseball who have no protection against job loss and

it wouldn't be a bad idea if Marvin Miller tried to do
something for them. I am talking about the traveling
secretaries, publicity directors and the equipment
men, most of whom put in long service with the ball
clubs. Miller has said: **‘Anyone with continuous
service should be protected.” True. It would seem
that the players’ association would take in some of
these people and broaden their pension base.

The National Football League Players Association -

recently reported that there are 763 retired players
vested in the retirement plan. But, the group points

out, there are only six players since 1959 who have re-
tired with more than 10 years of NFL play. The attri-
tion rate in football is tremendous. For instance, of
the 1,295 players in the NFL in 1971, only 34 percent
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wife-swapping of Fritz Peterson and Mike Kekich of
the Yankees . . . the drug involvement of a few
players in pro football . . . the temper tantrums of
some tennis types . . . and the brutality of a hockey
player like Steve Durbano of the Blues, who used his
stick to hit a taunting trainer in the face. Are they,
through sports, to set an example for our youth?

And we thought about Bill Walton of UCLA, who
had demolished Memphis State in the final of the
NCAA basketball tournament. We were at the game.
There’s no question about Walton’s dominating tal-
ents, but for us, his head-shaking disagreement with
some of the calls of the referees flawed what was al-
most a perfect performance. After the game, he
brushed off the sportswriters who tried to interview
him in the dressing room.

“It's just his way of doing things,"” Coach John
Wooden said in explanation of Walton’s behavior. ‘I
think the boy has a right to his own life style.”” -

WALTON HIMSELF said, “My life as No. 32 for
UCLA has ended for this season. I'm now Bill Walton,
just me, not Bill Walton, the basketball player. I don't
want to talk about basketball. I don’t want to talk to
reporters.’”’

Walton has every right to expect some privacy,
now that his season is over, but just for a few minutes
he should have realized that the writers were not
there on a personal mission. They were there repre-
senting the fans who saw Walton in all his glory in the
game and had questions in their minds about his inju-
ry, his reaction to UCLA’s seventh straight cham-
pionship and his future plans.

Perhaps it’s just too much to expect a college
player to respond with judgment to the pressure of
being a national hero. But Walton should realize that
his petulance on the court and his brusqueness in the
dressing room could affect the life style of young
players all over the country. The little fellow down
the street who is trying to play like Walton may also
copy his attitude toward the referees and the press.
We have enough prima donnas in sports without
creating a lot more of them.
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were eligible for the pension fund, which carries a

mimimum of five years for retirement. And of the 763
retired players on the rolls now, over 36 percent are
in the five-year class.

THERE ARE NINE fillies nominated for the Ken-
tucky Derby May 5, something of a record consid-
ering that only one filly, Regret (1915), ever won the
Derby. Secretariat is the big favorite, but there
seems to be considerable sentiment for Shecky
Greene, a colt named for the night club comedian.

Among those who will pay a nostalgic visit to Yan-
kee Stadium this month is John Horgan, who is a spe-
cial assistant to the president of the Chesapeake and
Potomac Telephone Co. in Washington. Horgan wasa
batboy in 1923 when the House That Ruth Built was
opened and he has many fond memories of the Babe
himself. ‘‘Before every game,’” Horgan reports, ‘‘the
Babe would get hungry and he would send me out for
two or three and sometimes six hotdogs.”

Horgan also worked as a batboy at the old Polo
Grounds when John McGraw managed the Giants.
“My principal errand for McGraw,”’ Horgan remem-
bers, “was to find out who won what race. He and
Rogers Hornsby, who played for the Giants one year
In 1927, had me running back and forth to the old club-
house which was in center field. If their horses won, I
would wave a white sweatshirt. If they lost, I waved a
red sweatshirt which McGraw kept especially for
that purpose. Both McGraw and Hornsby were crazy
about the horses. I don't think Ruth ever made a bet
outside of the track in his life.”

I SEE WHERE the Milwaukee Brewers obviously
don’t expect to have much of a ball club. The proof is
that the Brewers are going back to all sorts of promo-
tional stunts like flagpole sitters and beauty and per-
sonality contests to take the fans’ minds off the busi-
ness at hand—-the baseball team. Bill Veeck always
said that these gimmicks were great, but there had to
come the day of reckoning when the vaudeville show
had to end and the fans got what they were paying
for—a winning team. '

Traveling secretary Donald Davidson of the
Braves, whose biography, written with Altanta’s
Jesse Outlar, now is in paperback as a Bantam book,
suddenly has been discovered by the banquet circuit.
Everybody in baseball, of course, had known and
loved the little man for years, but Donald never had
too much public ure—except for his abortive at-
tempts to make himself a public address announcer.



Hall of Famer Sisler, a Master Hitter, Dies

GEORGE H. SISLER, cne of
baseball’s all-time great hitters
and a member of the Hall of Fame,
died in St. Louis March 26 after a
brief illness.

The 80-year-old Sisler had been
in declining health for several
years, but still maintained an ac-
tive interest in sports and fre-
quently attended Cardinal games.

Sisler spent 16 years in the ma-
jors, 13 of themn with the Browns,
and was a premier first baseman.
Some called him the best ever to
play the position.

EVERYTHING he did, he did
well. He twice hit more than .400
and had a lifetime average of .340.
He was a superb base stealer and a
graceful and sparkling fielder.

“George Sisler,’”” said Branch
Rickey some years ago, ‘“‘was the
smartest hitter who ever lived. He
never stopped t.hmking And in the
field he was the picture player, the
acme of grace and fluency.”

It was Rickey who brought Sisler

into the majors and touched off an
uproar that helped to change base-
ball’s administrative structure.

Rickey coached Sisler at the Uni-
versity of Michigan and signed
him for the Browns after he gradu-
ated in 1915. But the Pirates
ll:laimed they had the rights to Sis-
er.

IT SEEMED that Sisler, when he

was 17, personally signed a con-

tract with Akron'’s minor league
team, but never played a game.
Akron sold his contract to Colum-
bus and Columbus peddled it to the
Pirates. ,

Barney Dreyfuss, owner of the
Pirates, decided to fight and took
the matter to the old National
Commission, which then ruled
baseball. The commission was
composed of the two league presi-
dents—-John Tener of the National
and Ban Johnson of the American
—and Garry Herrmann, presndent
of the Reds.

Herrmann acted as chairman

TWO GREAT HITTERS, Babe Ruth (left) and George Sisler,
meet during their prime. Ruth was the home-run hero of the
Yanks and Sisler was a batting star of the old Browns.
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and cast the deciding vote—in the
Browns’ favor—when the two
league presidents voted for their
respectiye teams.

Dreyfuss was incensed, espe-
cially with Herrmann, and began a
one-man crusade against the com-
mission. His moment of triumph
came five years later when the
commission was abolished and
Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis

.was made czar.

SISLER ALWAYS believed the
Browns had rights to him.

“lI was a minor when I signed
with Akron,” Sisler said. *'I didn't
receive a penny and neither my
mother nor my father signed the
agreement. In fact, the first time I
was given money was when the
Browns signed me.”

Sisler, a lefthander, had been
primarily a pitcher in college. He
was said to ha\re won 30 games and
lost none.

In his first year with the Browns,
1915, he pitched in 15 games and
had a 4-4 record, including a vic-
tory over Walter Johnson. But his
bat was so valuable that soon he
was playing first base full time and
moving toward greatness.

HE HIT .407 in 1920 and .420 in
1922, the vyear the rag-tag Browns
almost won the pennant. The .420
mark was the third highest in the
modern majors, surpassed only by
Nap Lajoie’'s .422 in 1901 and Rog-
ers Hornsby's .424 in 1924.

During his .420 season, he began
to have eye trouble.

“I didn’t quite realize what was
happening,’’ said Sisler, “‘until one
day when I was driving I thought I
saw two cars in the other lane.
There vras only one and I knew
snrnEthmg was drastically
wrong.’

It was found that Sisler had a
sinus condition that was impairing
his vision and he sat out the entire
1923 season. Many thought his ca-
reer was at an end.

But he came back in 1924, played
in all but one of the Browns’
games, and hit a solid .305. The
next year he batted .345, but he
wasn’t the same player. Some-
thing of the sharpness was gone.

SISLER PLAYED in an era of
great players, men like Ty Cobb,
Babe Ruth and Hornsby. And since
the Browns were usually flirting
with the second division, he wasn’t
accorded all the public recognition
he deserved.

. He also was a quiet and reserved
man, far better educated than
most of his teammates. He had
earned a degree in mechanical en-
gineering. He seldom argued with

- umpires and profanity was not

part of his vocabulary.

His peers held him in high es-
teem.

“Sisler could do everything,”
Cobb once said. ‘“He could hit, run

and throw and he wasn't a bad -

pitcher, either.”

Although he weighed only 170
and was a little over 5-10, he swung
a 42-ounce bat. He wasn’t a long-
ball hitter, but on five occasions he
had more than 10 homers in an era

when the dead ball was in use. He

had 100 homers as a career total.

HE WAS SWIFT and certain as a.
runner and many of the 2,812 hits
he made could be attributed to his
speed. He led the American
League in stolen bases four times.

In 1922, the year he hit .420, he
collected 246 hits and stole 51
bases. ‘““That year he was the
greatest ballplayer who ever
lived,”" Rickey said.

During that season, Sisler hit
safely in 41 consecutive games,
breaking by one the modern record
set 11 years earlier by Cobb. Joe
DiMaggio shattered Sisler’'s mark
in 1941 when he hit safeljr in 56
straight contests.

Sisler also set other recurds, one
of which still stands. It’s the mod-
ern major league mark of 257 hits
in one season, established during
the 1920 campaign.

AS FOR HIMSELYF, Sisler said

he thought he was a better hitter in
1920 than he was in 1922,

‘I was meeting the ball better,”’
Sisler said. ““The averages don’'t al-
ways tell the whole truth.”

Although most of his teammates
liked him, some thought Sisler was
cold and aloof. But he really was
an introvert in many respects and
his cultural tastes generally were
different.

He had only one fight during his
career and it was a classic.

DURING HIS early days with the
Browns, he reached for a high
throw and missed it and by the
time he retrieved the ball the run-
ner was at second.

When he returned to the dugout,
pitcher Bob Groom who was los-
ing, cut loose on Sisler.

““Listen, coll
Groom, ““you run harder for those
balls. Where the hell do you think
you are?"’

The mild-mannered Sisler was
shocked. No one had ever talked to
him like that before and there was
plenty of profanity in Groom's re-
marks. -

THE BLOOD drained from Sis-
ler's face as he walked over to

. Groom and decked him with a hard

left to the jaw. After that, no one

ever thought Sisler wasn’t doing

his best.

Rickey had made no secret of the
fact Sisler was his all-time favorite
player. And Sisler returned the re-
spect. He would refer to his old

(Continued on Page 70, Column 1)
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(Continued From Page 41)

mentor as Coach or Mr. Rickey,
even in later years.

Rickey had switched to the Car-
dinals shortly after Sisler began to
blossom, but the Mahatma gave
George jobs with the Dodgers and
the Pirates in later years., Their
mutual respect never lessened.

Sisler, who never played in a
World Series, was made manager
of the Browns in 1924 and held the
job for three years. They weren’t
the happiest ones in his life.

HE ACTUALLY wasn’t suited to
be a manager. He didn't have a
stinging tongue and he was reluc-
tant to criticize. On top of that, his
team was composed of many mis-
fits. Mediocrity was intolerable to
Sisler and when he stepped down,
he seemed to be relieved.

It also was the beginning of the
end of his stay with the Browns.
After the 1927 season he was sold to
the Senators for $25,000 and played
for them only part of the 1928 cam-
paign before being peddled to the
Braves for $7,500. Not many years
before, the Yankees had tried to
buy Sisler for $£200,000.

Surprisingly, Sisler did well in
Boston, hitting over .300 in all of
the three seasons he spent there.

Then in 1931 he went to Roches-
ter (International) the first time
he had played in the minors. He
was 38 and the eye trouble was still
with him, but he hit .303. The next
year he managed Shreveport-
Tyler (Texas) and also played in 70
games. [t was his swan song on the
field.

HE WENT INTO the sporting
goods business in St. Louis, but
leaped at the chance to join Rickey
when scouting opportunities
opened with the Dodgers and the
Pirates. He remained active until a
few years ago.

Some of the Sisler skill and all of
his enthusiasm rubbed off on his
three sons. Dick was a major
league player and coach and man-
ager of the Reds for two seasons.
Dave was a pitcher with three
major league teams and George,
Jr., an executive in the sport and
now president of the International
League.

They all recall with fondness a
proud father.

““One day long ago,’’ Dick rem-
inisced, ‘““dad was in the back yard
playing catch with Dave, who was
pretty young and didn't know
much about dad’s accomplish-
ments.

“A throw hit dad and Dave
yelled, ‘Gosh, how did you ever
play baseball?’ Dad put down the
glove, walked into the house and as
far as 1 know never put on the
glove again.”

John (Johnny) Drake, a fullback
for the Rams when they were in
Cleveland, died of a heart ailment
in Detroit March 26. He was 56.

A graduate of Purdue, Drake was
with the National Football League
team from 1937 through 1941, then
went into private business.

Drake twice finished second in
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scoring and rushing.

Dutch Clark, who was Drake’s
coach, called the former Purdue
star ‘the best player 1 ever
coached.” :

L. A. (Mon) Whitford, baseball
coach at Northern Iowa University
from 1926 until his retirement in
1965, died of a cerebral hemmor-
rhage in Cedar Falls, Ia., recently.
He was 75.

Donald R, (Mousie) MacDonald, a
goalie with the old St. Louis Flyers
in the American Hockey League,
died of a heart attack in St. Louis
March 30. He was 46.

John P. Leahy, a veteran college
football official in New England,
died of a heart ailment recently in
Berkshire, Mass, He was 68,

Dr. Alvin E. Longstreth, former
athietic director at Little Rock
(Ark.) Junior College, died in Little
Rock March 22,

Edward M. Brophy, 89, a golf
professional in Cincinnati for almost
40 years, died in Sarasota, Fla.,
March 18,

Frances Griscom, 93, national
women’s golf champion in 1900, died
in Tallahassee, Fla., March 30.
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GEORGE SISLER (top, second from right)
was the last survivor of this group, the first
inductees into the Hall of Fame in 1939. Ty
Cobb arrived too late at Cooperstown to be
included in the photo. First row, from the

left, are Eddie Collins, Babe Ruth, Connie
Mack and Cy Young. In the rear row, from
the left, are Honus Wagner, Grover Al-
exander, Tris Speaker, Napoleon Lajoie,
Sisler and Walter Johnson.

Svare: Norway Was Nice, But Kicker Couldn’t

{Continued From Page 72)

called me last October and pro-
posed the trip. He used to live over
there, and he said we'd win more
games with a European kicker.
When I decided to investigate, Kap
lined up the candidates and made
out the itinerary, including Vien-
na.”

Q. Did you decide on an extrava-
gant trip like this without notifving
the Charger owner, Gene Klein?

“*No, I called Gene and told him
about it.”’

Q. What did he say?

‘“‘He said, ‘I'll go with you.” "’

Q. How much does t to send
two scouts to Europe these days?

“Not that much. Less than a
bonus for a third-round draft
choice—and the returns should be
greater.”

Q. In the NFL today, the most re-
liable foreign-born kicker probably
is Jan Stenerud of the Chiefs, a
Norwegian, and your background
is Norway, too. Did you scout any-
one in Oslo?

‘““Yes, that was our first stop
after London, and I was really im-
pressed with one of the Norwegian
kickers, Christian Toning. He'’s a
big, burly guy. And naturally, as a
Norwegian, he has the best person-
ality of anybody we.  met on the
tl'ip-"

Q. Why didn’t you hire him?

‘‘He didn’t kick very well. He

would have helped his chances a
lot if he could only kick.”

Q. Where did you go from Oslo?

‘““To Copenhagen and then
Rome, Istanbul, Athens, Paris and
Vienna. We spent two days at each
town interviewing candidates and
watching them kick soccer balls
and footballs on the local soccer
fields.'’

Q. Who were the finalists at each
stop?

““As | remember, Franz Randorf
in Copenhagen, Georgi Bercellino
in Rome, Bekir Emez in Istanbul, a
guy named Developolous, I think it
was, in Athens, Boscie Erbt or
Erbt Boscie in Paris, and Peter
Preiz and Gunter Enz in Vienna.”

Q. How did you communicate

~ with those chaps?

““Bob Kap knows the languages.
He did the explaining, they did the
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kicking, and we did the watching."’

Q. As a head coach in a sport as
sophisticated and scientific as
NFL football, didn't you find it a
bit beneath you to chase off
through Europe recruiting a non-
football plaver?

“*No. NFL rules don’t say any-
thing one way or the other about
Austrian field-goal kickers. It's
never been beneath me to score
points, and [ think your chances
today are better with a soccer styl-
ist than an American.”

Q. Why?
“There’s less room for error in

soccer-style Kicking, and they're
better athletes.”

Q. What do you mean by less
room_for error?

“An American hits the ball with
his toe, a European with his instep.
Placekicking the American way is
like a punch shot in golf. A soccer
kicker gets his foot on a larger
surface of the ball. The soccer
action is more natural—like a golf
swing—and easier on the leg.”’

Q. And you say it takes a better
athlete to make the soccer swing?

‘“*No, I didn't mean that. The dif-
ference is that in America the
kicking specialist is usually a guy
who can’t do anything but kick. He
can't tackle or even run. Iin Eu-

Harland Svare

rope, however, soccer players are
active athletes. They know how to
run. They're even used to some
contact. They're just better ath-
letes than American specialists.”

Q. I'm sure you'd have a hard
time selling this to anybody who
saw Garo Yepremian in the Super
Bowl. His pass attempt on the play
when Miami messed up a field-
goal was slapstick. The Redskins
wouldn't have scored yet without
it. Wouldn’t you agree?

““Bob Kap tells me Yepremian
isn’'t a soccer player. That is, he
wasn’'t a professional. He played a
[ittle in high school.”

Q. Yes, but the mistake he made
could have been made by almost
any specialist who doesn’t goon an
NFL field except to kick. Most ath-
letes panic a bit when surprised.
How are you going to guard
against this when your kicker
doesn’t speak much English?

‘““We shouldn’'t have much
trouble getting him to understand
not to throw the ball up in the air if
he suddenly finds it in his hand. On
the list of don’ts, that's the first
don’t. I'll get somebody who under-
stands Austrian to write it down."”’

Q. Why didn't somebody in
Miami write it down in Greek for
Yepremian?

“They tell me there are no words
in Greek for ‘eat the football.” *’

Q. Yepremian, you say, wasn’t

a professional in Europe. Was your
maimn?

““Yes, Gunter Enz played pro
soccer eight years. The Europeans
coming into the NFL now played
first-division soccer over there.
That means they’re experienced
international players—Tony
Fritsch of Dallas, Anton Linhart of
New Orleans and Enz. They're all
Austrians. Horst Muhlmann of
Cincinnati played first division in
Germany—but as a goal-keeper.
The earlier Europeans, guys like
Yepremian and the Gogolaks,
were amateur soccer plavers. Ac-
cording to Kap, they couldn’'t make
third division."””

Q. As far as American football is
concerned, what’s the difference if

they come out of amateur or pro
soccer?

‘“Pros are steadier. Ycu pick up
a lot of poise and maturity playing
before those big, screaming soccer
crowds year after year.”

Q. Why would a major league

European soccer star want to sign
on with an American football team
as a specialist? :

““I wondered about that, too. [
guess if you're an Austrian or Nor-
wegian, you ask yourself if life in
America is what it seems on TV
and in the movies. If it is, you may
want to try it.”’

Q. Is Enz big or little for an
American pro? What does he
weigh?

“When I asked him he said 12-
stone something. I didn't embar-

rass him by asking him to trans-
late.”’

Q. How big does he look?
“I'd guess 5-10 and 165 or 170.""

Q. Is that enough to hit a football
50 yards?

““Size has nothing to do with
moving a ball. Chi Chi Rodriquez
hits a golf ball about as far as any-
body, and I doubt if he’s 5-8 or more
than 130.”

Q. Is Enz big enough to make
tackles on kickoffs?

‘‘Sure. He’s a strong, tough pro-
fessional athlete. All he has to do is
learn the techniques. We've got
him in Texas with Kap now learn-
ing everything about American
football.””

Q. At your Vienna trvout camp,
did you hold the ball for him your-
self?

““No. I took a holder along, Char-

lie Conerly. Charlie used to do it
with the Giants.”

Q. Holding isn’t that tough. A lot
of us could have done it, couldn’'t
we?

‘“‘So I've heard. When we stopped
counting, we had about 186,000 ap-
plications. Some of them hadn’t
played high school football. Some
had never even seen a football
game.”

Q. Well, maybe you’ll be visiting
Europe again some time?

“It's something to think about. I
told Gene Klein the other day that
if Gunter is the least bit shaky this
season, we may have to go back
next winter and hold some more
tryouts.”

Q. By the way, what ever hap-
pened to Duane Thomas?

“I wish I knew. We had two days
off in Europe and looked all over
for him—the Forum, the Vatican,
the Acropolis. I haven’t seen him
}'Et...*’
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