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‘He Comes Off the Bench Swmgmg, Says Pee Wee

Duke Proves Dynamo in Dodger Drive
The Peel of lecll .

DUKE SNIDER'S REGAL CREDENTIALS

He s Stall Klno'
~of N.L. Center

Field Domains

‘Steel Springs in His Legs,’
Said Rickey on His First
Look--and It’s Still True

—_—

By ROSCOE McGOWEN
BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Mayo Smith, manager of the
Phillies, was 1311{111:, to » group
of visiting writers on his bench
while the Dodgers were {aking
batting practice just before their
first game in Connie Mack Sta-
dinm this yeuar.

Suddenly Smith interrupted l‘he
conversation with a gesture to-
ward the big fellow at the plate
—Edwin (Duke) Snider,

“There.” said Mayo, “is a helluva
ball playver. You can have Willie
Mayvs, T'll take Snider.”

When some time later Smith's com-
ment was relayed to the lucky man-
ager who has The Duke playving for
his team—Walt Alston—Smokey grin-
ned slowly and said:

“I should say that's about right."

The Duke gave Smith no reason
to revise his positively expressed
opinion that night, Snider lined a
s.ngle to right-center on his first trip
to the plate, was robbed of a hil by
Bubby Morgan the next time up, ant
the third time up walleped one of
Iis longer home runs far over the
richt field wall on a fivst pitch from
Hermie Wehmeier,

This homer, The Duke's No. 3, also
scored Junior Gilliam, who had tripled,
and Jackie Robinson, who had walk-
ed, and insured the Brooks' seventh
stvaight  victory of their record get-
away string cof ten games.
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Defensive Siar, Too

The next night The Duke wenl
over close 1o the distant left-
center field wall to pull down
one of Stan Lopata's long drives
al a moment when the Phils had
iwo runners aboard and were

only one run bhehind.
at Ebbels

A few days Ilater,
Field, Snider belied another home

run good for three runs that helped
the Brooks to a 14 (o 4 rout of the
Phillies. This one The Duke smacked
off Siith's ace righthander, Rohin
Roberts,

No wonder Smith regards Snider as
a great plaver. He isn't alone in his
opinion, There are numerous other
observers—rplayers, baseball men and
writers alike—who have unstinfed ad-

mirvation for the skills of this big
Californian portside slugger,
“Duke can do a loi of things,” said

Pee Wee Recse, captain and shortsiop
of the Dodgers and a Grade A himself.

“I'll tell you one thing” Pce Wee
continued, “He comes off that bench
swinging, He's ready to take that
cut at any pitch he feels he can
hit and he has so much power that
he c¢an hit 'em out of the park in
anv direction.”
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Record “Speaks for Itself”

Alston, not inclined to break
out in elaborate praise of any.
plaver, al first said he thought
Duke's record “speaks for itself.”

But a few comments and gues-
fions draw something more out of
Smokey.

“I don't think I've ever seen an
cutfielder who can go se high to cateh
a ball while running at full speed.
1 don't know how he does if. But
he catchas ‘em and he doesn't have
trouble with the walls,” said Alston.

Perhaps how The Duke does it can
be explained in no betier way than
by repeating Branch Rickey's well-
known comment whe he first brought
Snider to a Brooklyn training camp.

“The boy.” said The Mahatma, with
a typical Rickeyan furn of a phrase,
“has steel springs in his legs.”

At one t{ime 1  spring training
Rickey detached Snider from the sguad
and sent him back to Vero Beach “io
learn the sirike zone,” Rickey said.

At that time—and =at times later—
Snider swung at a lot of bad balls
and his sirikeout total for a season
ran very high—well up {oward a

hundred, The Duke swings so hard
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TAKE ON A SIGNIFICANT STATU

THE DODGERS ROAR AHEAD OF
THE NATIONAL LEAGUE PACK.

THE DUKE 1S OFF TO AFAST

TQ MATCH HIS PRODUCTION OF 40

HOME RUNS AND 130
RBIs OF LAST YEAR...
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snider Has Belted HHomer
Against Every Rival Clul

CINCINNATI, O.—Everv National
League club has lelt the home run
punch of the Dodgers’ Duke Snider,

When Snider socked a two-run
round-{ripper off Bob Hooper of
the Reds, May 14, he completed the
cvcle of rapping one or more hom-
ers against every Dodger rival, The
Duke poked another out of Crosley
Field the next day for his eleventh
of the seasan,

The Phillies have contributled the
big bulge to Snider's home run
tolal, having been tagged for three,
Snider hit two al the expense of
each the Cubs and Reds and one
each against the Giants, Piraies
Braves and Cardinals,

that, once he commits himself on a
pitch, he is unable to hold the swing.
“He doesn’t swing al wmany bad
balls now.” said Reese, and Alston
confirmed this.

A few years ago, possibly four,
your agent wrote an adversely critical
piece in Tue SportTing News about The
Duke., which at the t{ime strained
friendly relations.

It was set down that The
wien he wasn't hitting well, was in-
clined to brood about it while in
cenfer field, with the result that oc-
casionally he didn't get the jump on
a ball that, with his normal skill, he
would have caught,

“1 guess,” The Duke told the author
a bit caustically, *I'll have 1o have
vou conte out there and show me how
to play center ficld.”

That challenge wasn't {aken up at
the time., But your agent immodestly
admifs now thalt in his long apo
younger days he was what is known
in the trade as a “ball hawk.”

However, The Duke didn't need any-
body to show him how to play center
field- all he required was 1o make |
full use of* the fielding ability with
which he had been endowed.

“l had been told that about Snider,”
said Alston, referring 1o the brooding
of Cenier Fielder Snider when Blug-
~er Snider was not connecting with
his bat. “But I'll say I've never seen
any signs of it since I've been heve)”

Smokey has seen no such signs

Duke,
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Smder Y C'Iass
& in World’s Series Records

i BROOKLYN, N. Y.~Duke Snider has been quite a
i performer in World's Series play,

bases in any World's Series, 24,
that in the seven-game 1952 battle with the Yankees

He tied with several

the 1352 Series,
Pee Wee Recse, for the highest Series batting average,
i . In the previous Series Snider compiled a .320

In the 1952 classic The Duke became one of a dozen

is tlied with Babe Ruth

is tica with the two Yankee

Gehrig hit his quartette in only four
# Ruth hit three in one game in both the 1926 and 1928
both with the Cardinals,

On the glove side, The Duke made a fantastic leaping
calch of a drive by Yogi Berra—the same game in
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both with his bat
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one record all alone—most total
Snider accomplished
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homers in one game—and no other
since.
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because now they are non-existent.
The Duke no longer broods when he
goes into a hitting slump—which has
happened to him now and then, but
with increasing rarvity because he has
“learned the strike zone.”

The Duke still sirikes out quite a
lot, In his fivst full season of 104%9—
the year after Rickey sent him to
Vero Beach for the strike zone lessons
—he Jed the National League with 92,
His low was 77 in 1952, but the fol-
lowing vear he whiffed 9 times and
last year again led the league with
896. In his first 32 games this season
he had struck out’ 21 times. If that
average were maintained, The Duke
would wind up with about 101 strike-
ouls.

w % W

Drawing More Walks

But there is one imporiant dif-
ference., He doesn’'t swing at bad
balls and thercby draws many
more walks, For instance, this
yvear he had drawn the practically
phenomenal number of 33 passes
in his first 32 games.

That, plus his lusty hitting, had
made him an extiremely potent force
in the Dodger attack. His on-base
average in those 32 games (70 times
in 151 times up, with 37 hits in 118
al-bats, plus 33 walks) was .430.

Moreover, at that time he was lead-
ing the league in runs, 34; runs batted
in, 36, and home runs, 11. Incidentally,
he had ueen on base un hits or walks
in every one of the 32 games. His
batting average was a neat .314.

On the comparison with Willie Mays,
which was publicized greally last year,
The Duke of Montague Street was
slightly annoyed. When questioned on
the matter, Duke naturally didn’t care

Sends Baseball Suit to His Son, 5

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Duke Snider

is a good family man“and will he a

bigger family man next Sepiember when his charming little w:fe, Beverly,
will present him with his third child.

On the first western frip this year The Duke left the Si.

withoul breakflast
baseball suit (not a Dav:.- Crockeit

to go down town and buy his 5-year-old son,

Louis hatel

Kevin, a

suil, although young Kevin already

may have one of those, In common with thousands of other small fry)

The other
of record that The Duke is tiying to

In his preparation for the day,
the “steel springs” may have gone
near his Lynwood, Calif.,, home an
m partnership with CHff Danper,
Dodger calcher,

This oughi 1o be a profitable enterprise

Snider offspring is a givl,

3-year-old Pamela—and it is lml
make a ball player of her,

probably several yeurs hence, when
out of his legs, Snider is operating
avocado farm {(or grove, or orchard)

who once had a briefl shol at being a

if the grower gels a fair

percentage ol what your agent has paid for a single one of these delivious

sulad pears—63 cents, no less,

McGOWEN.

much about diseussing it.
lo one persistent wriler,
as good a reply as
made,

he made about
coutld have heen

“Sure, I'm a better playver than Maye,” |

he said with dry humor tand making
a pretty good poini. at thaty, *] get
more money, don't 1Y

In this highly material
reply almost comes under the head
of irrefulable lngic, The champion
alwavs remains the champion until the
challenger knocks off his erown. no
matier what advance claims may be
made {or the gent who is still a long
step from the top.

Assuredly Snider can be said to be
a champion. He has come a long way
since he frst began to show the power
of his swing in the minor leagues.

Some years ago when the Dodge:s

world that

But finally.«

swung throuzh Texas on an exhibition
tour the Brooklyn seribes heard re-
marks from lecal writers like this:

“That's where Snider hit one last
vear (or the veuar beforer”

And some distant point on the vight
or right-center field wall would be
poinfed out, with the added inforina-
tion that nobody ever had hit one
that far before,

Tnere was, Jof course, no guestion
about the sweeping power of his
swing., The question was whether he
would Le able to make use of it iIn
the major leagues.

As of now The Duke has answered

s

——_———

that guestion with emphasis and
finalitv,
Perhaps his manager, Alston, said

enough vhen he said Snider's record
“speaks for itself.”

*
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28 MONTAGUE 8T.

Dear 3irt
is & high
sbility in sports. I

your direction.

T,

LY

lnf young
trial

at this tims.

scter to make good.

pur success la dependent

please do B0,
and appreciative attention.

BR/h
Bno,

-

You will understand, I Imow, that I would not ask you to
take from the amateur athletic field
interests dictate that he remain outslde professional ranks

| Howaver, I am definlitely intereated in reorulting young
athletes of potential major leagus ability for the Brooklyn
Bassball Club, As you know, interesting and profltable
carsers awalt boys having the physical requisites and char-

I belleve our organization offers unusual advantages to
guch players since our system of operation 1a ono in which

on the skill and rapldity with
rhich we'can aid young athletes-to reach the majors.

Por your convenience, I am enclosing
Should you wiash to write me in greater detail about any bhoys,
In any event, your reply will receive careful

wd
kS

EBBETS FIELD

May B9, 1943

gchool athletic leader, you are interssted, I am
gure, in the development and progress of boys of superior
Imow also that your intersst in boye
sontinues even after they have” finished competing under

uent it uuﬁur_n to me that with the school year
gg:::?ig tnliialusn' you posslbly have in mind some outatand-
athletes for whom you would 1llke to securs a
{n professional baseball,

any boy whose own bost

Sinocersly youra,

ranch Rickey, Jr.
Direotor
Minor League Cluba

DAMES AT [

a business reply card, |

| somzm;m IN "mr.;mnu. m-om BRANCH iuc:l{n*f. IR.
a Duke’s Mixture

of Whiffs, Home Runs

It’s

o

Benching in .‘Mid-Seaéﬂn of 1952—With Mrs. Snider
Fearing Sﬂlair}r Slash—Brought Reversal of Form

"By ROSCOE McGOWEN

Dod
alo

and advance his own fortunes.

wﬁE“ some of his hitting exploits are totalled they are quite im-
pressive. For instance, the Duke has made 749 hits, including 265
extra-base blows—119 doubles, 37 triples and 109 home runs—and

has batted in 418 runs.

e has made some extraordinary catches and throws over these
me years, demonstrating a defensive ability that seemed to have
No cateh he ever made B

no limifs,

:;as more spectacular, in the cir-
mstances, than the one he came

l!wpwith in the fourth game of the 1952

old's Series when he made an acro-

batic leap near the auxiliary scoreboard
8 the Yankee Stadium te rob *Yogi

rra of 5 f T .
“gﬂ-hasa hit,nurth inning bid for an
ul?: l:iu""‘ﬂ these same campaigns,

43 struck out 398 times and—

& Comparison is not ood—has drawn
only 246 hases an ballsjl ' |

| was this propensi -
caused chiof] pensity for striking out,

relrain ¥ h:v Snider’s hlabiljltr to
o, imml?m swinging at bad pitches,
i rl ed Branch Rickey, then head
. mu 1h_e Dodgers, to make one of

Ves in the spring of 1950 that only

& Mihating would make.
B I
¢ Didgers, whose training base was

! ‘-;:;u Beach, Fla, had movéd down
ini:lml for the remainder of the
5 Deriod and to play a series of

exhihiti ,
iﬂl:hm“" kames when one morning
o Y announced:

am sending Spi
Bo B onider back to Vero
mh::‘ll to find the location of the strike

So
who ltl!jm unhappy young - Californian,
Haliuna? [Tﬂmuus season had led the
Ut who {?g“*’ in strikeouts with 92,
home. 1, 5 had contrived to hit .23
or Everpnﬁt and bat in 92 runs—one
W subyy o cout—went back to Vero

A1 the mstmctmns and min-

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

[n four full seasons and part of two others with the Brooklyn
gers, Edwin (Duke) Snider has put a lot of “‘good wood” on
t of good baseballs in a highly commendable effort to win games

_. a3
II b |
‘Always Keep Up With Game
. by Reading Sporting News'
LOS ANGELES, Calif.—Here's an
unsolicited bit of advice to ball
players from Duke Snider, star cen-
ter fielder of the Brooklyn Dodgers:
~ “Successful men obtain as muc:h
tnforination as possible about their
own particular business or profes-
gion. That's why I read THE SPORT-
ive News every week. [ lile to
know what's going on in my busi-
ness."”
N

n-

istrations »f George Sisler, one of the

game’s greatest hitters.

Maybe Duke found out something
He wasnt in-
clined {o talk about the maller m1+u:h
and quite possibly his personal ff.-ehng
was that if he were let alone he'd gf.:t
But a fellow couldn

about the strike zone.

along all right. \
argue ith the boss, could he?
At any rate Snider wenl

79, smacked 31 home runs, a new

mark for him.

The next year, although hitting 29

Snider Began to Play at 4,
Duke’s Dad Pitched and Hit to Him in
A Fishing Expedition ‘ g "'

BROOKLYN NATIONAL LEAGUE BAEEEALL_ SLue
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BROOKLYN, NEW YORRK

'FatherTaught

Lefthanded

Played Softball in School,
Worked Through Minors;

Quit Pigskin for Diamond

——

By FRANK FINCH
LOS ANGELES, Calif.

The Duke Snider Story is not
one of those pat “success'” tales of
how to become a major leaguer
and World's Series hero in one
easy lesson,

Rather, it is the story of a small
boy who wanted to be a baseball
player even before he knew
whether he was any good at the
game and who, once he'd made up
his mind, never swerved from the ‘path
to stardom.

[t is the story of hard work, parental
devotion, patience, momentous decisions
which would alter the course of his
life, the dark interlude of war, the bush
leagues, the minors and, finally, sharing
immortality with Babe Ruth and Lou

Gehrig as the only men who ever hit
four home runs in a World's Series.
In making good, Duke Snider didn't
have it any tougher than countless
others: his great natural talents, per-
haps, made it even easier for him than

through
the 1950 season to achieve t!w_- highest
batting average of his major Jeague
career, .321, reduced his stnkeuuﬁ_ }:

igh,
and batted in 107 runs, another top

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4, COL. 1)

for the average.plaver.
* * ¥

Bat for Xmas as Toddler

Duke's pre-eminence as a Brook-
lyn Dodger outfielder and slug-
ger is all too well known to be
repeated here, but the story of his
earlv background and develop-
ment is one which should prove
both a guide and an inspiration to
America’s small fry, sandlot divi-
sion.

Let's let Duke tell it in his own
words: "My father, Ward Snider, was
an old-time Cincinnati Reds' fan from
Springfield, 0. When 1 was only three
or four years old he gave me a bat and
a softball for Christmas. He taught me
how to throw and how to catch the
ball, and he always insisted on plac-
ing the bat on my left shoulder, al-
though 1 am naturally righthanded. He
knew the advantages a lefthander has
—fewer steps to first bad® and those
short right field fences.

“Well, 1 practiced with a ball and
bat every chance I got. While lots of
other kids in the neighborhood spent
their spare time at the beach, I was
gelting my sun-tan playing softball.

“The first real game 1 remember
playing in was while I was in the
fourth grade at George Washington
grammar school in Compton,” Duke re-
called. “It was hit-or-miss; us kids
got up our own games. That was in
1935. | was nine years old and kind
of runty. [ didn't start fo grow until
I was in the ninth grade.

“In 1926 we began 1o take the game

- a
Duke Sees Brooklyn on Top
Acain After Hot ’53 Race

LOS ANGELES, Calif.—An “im-
proved” Brooklyn team will repeat
its 1952 victory in the 1953 National
League race, predicts Duke Sanider,
the Dodgers' star center fielder. .

1 look for the Giants, Cards and
Phils to furnish the competiticn
again,” said Snider. “Itll be a
closer race from top to bottom,

but we'll win it."”
w

o

Him to Swing|

....Leads to

Never
the Family Yard

Quit

Prize Catch

Playground and Recreation Depariment
COMPTON, CALIFORNIA

r

Mr. Branch Rickey, Jr.
" Brooklyn, New York
Dear Mr. Rickey:

of any young player that I have

definitely not interested in
make a success of baseball.

some 18 years ago
During the past 16

W3:mim
Enclnaure--1

= .

Encloséd you will find a card concerning Edwin Duke Snider;
a player on the present Compton High School,Baseball Team,
has one more year of eligibility for high s
is then much interested in pleying professional.,
the card that he has playsd every sport during every year of his
high school career and he has also sppnt some three years
with the Compton Merchants Semi-Pro Baseball Team.
right handed and bats left handed,

he has constantly batted, during the high school “season, well
over .LOD as an outfielder, but during the past season we have I
drafted him as a pitcher because of his strong right arm,

Altuough Duke Snider is not interested in playing profession-
al baseball for another year, I might not again have the oppor=-

tunity to recommend him to a baseball concern, and that is the
reason that I am writing you now concerning this athlete.

t Sincerely yours,

. SC
Baseball Coach

W. |. GCHLETRAUM, Dirsctor

June 3, 1943

L Y

Brooklyn National League Baseball Inc,

Duke I
ool baseball, and
You may see by

laying
Duke throws

He has one of the finest arms |
seen in the past {ew vears, and

He is

going to college and wishes only to

I have been watching baseball since I was Mascot of the
Shell Oil Winter League Baseball Team in the City of Long Beach
and I have seen some of the best in baseball,
years, 1 have been connected directly with
coaching, and it is my belief that Duke Snider is one of the -
finest baseball prodpects that I have ever seen.

aum

AND THE REPLY THAT BROUGHT DODGER OFFE

seriously., Our catcher's dad was em-
ployed by the Compton City playground
department and he helped organize a
five-team leapue in the city's grammar
schools., Our team won the fifth grade
and sixth grade championships. By
then 1 was dividing my time between
pitching gnd playing second base.

“Duririg the summer we'd choose up
sides for softhall., There wasn't any
Little League baseball for youngsters in
those days.

“When | entered the Enterprise Jun-
ior High in 1937, | was concentrating
on pitching. Dad worked at the Good-
year tire plant where they had a real
good softball team, He'd get tips from
the pitcher and pass them on to me.
After school I'd pitch to dad in the
driveway of our home and then he'd
hit me a few flies and grounders. He
wanied me to be a well-recunded
player.

Turned fo Baseball at 14

“We won the league softball
championship for Enterprise dur-
ing the next three years,” Snider
went on. “When I was a tenth
grader we didn't finish on top,
however, Three of our best hitters
were Japanese boys and when

the war started they were evacu-
ated from the Pacific Coast and sent

to internment camps in the Midwest.

“In the summer of 1941, just before
I entered the tenth grade, I played my
first baseball. 1 was 14 by then and I
had grown ten inches and put on 25
pounds in about 15 months. We had a
summer playground league; 1 was
young enough to play for the juniors
and good encugh fo play for the sen-
iors. Whenever the seniors were short
a player, they'd icit me fill in. 1 hit
over 400 and led the league in homers,
1 socked five.

“The following summer 1 played
semi-pro ball for the Compton Mer-
chants. 1 started at third base, but
wasn't so hot; the balls came down
the line too fast. I moved to the out-
field.”

Joe Rozelle, Duke’s coach at Enter-
prise, recalls: “Snider's reactions were
fast, even then. He was like a e2t in
his movements and he had great com-
petitive spirit.” '

“In the fall of '42,” Duke continued,
“1 entered Compton High. I played tail-
back on the football team *and was

lucky enough to complete a couple of

= —H
Biiskelha!l ‘Helps Reflexes
and Strengthens Your Legs’

LOS ANGELES, Calif. — Basket-

ball, but not football, is helpful to

- a baseball player, avers Duke Sni-
der, Brooklyn’s home run walloper
who was a three-sport star at
Compton High School.

“Basketball is good for the re-
flexes, strengthens your legs and
increases your agility,” he said. *On
the other hand, there is too much
body contact in football, [t ties up
your muscles so that you can't hit
that high, fast one. Al Dark, Jackie
Jensen, Sam Chapman and Jackie
Robinson were great football play-
ers, but they are the exceptions in
baseball that prove the rule,”

B =

60-yard passes during the season. When
baseball time rolled around, our coach,
Bill Schleibaum, decided that if 1
could throw a football that far, I ought
to be gble to throw a baseball pretty
hard, toc.

“Well, 1 hurled a no-hitter against
Beverly--Hills in my first league start.
When I wasn't pitching I played center
field.

“On Salurdays and Sundays I'd go lo
Wrigley Field to watch the Los An-
geles Angels play. My favoriles wera
Andy Pafko and Eddie Waitkus, Little
did I dream then that one day 1 would
be playing with Andy and against Ed-
die, It will make them feel pretty old
when they read this, but it's the truth,
so help me,

“It was about that time—the spring
of '43—thst Coach Schleibaum recom-
mended me to the Dodgers after re-
ceiving that letier (see illustrations
above) from Branch Rickey, Jr.

“The coach knew that [ didn't want
to go to college if I could make good
in baseball,” Snider went on. ‘1 had
had feelers from St. Mary's, UCLA and
a couple of other schools that wanted
me for football, and 1 realized that if 1
failed in professional baseball I would
ruin all chance of getting a college
athletic scholarship,

“We talked it over and ! told the
coach to go ahead and answer Mr.
Rickey’s letter.

“I was playing summer ball for the

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4, COL. 1)
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Dodgers Tnked Duke at 17 |_
of Only $750 §

~ for a Bonus
‘ (COEIINUEI')—;‘.R—D#{I---P#EE;:;{&)'- :

Montebello Merchants when the Brook-
lyn scout, Tom Downey, invited me {o
attend the Dodger tryout camp at Long
Beacly in September. . Of course, he
couldf't sign me until I graduated the
next February, but he told me at camp
~ that he'd like to have me go to spring
training with the Dodgers. -
“Scouts from the Cardinals and Reds
also had talked to me and I'didn't make
up my mind until Downey came to my
house a few days after 1 graduated. 1
signed for a $750 bonus, They weren't
passing out-the big dough dpring the
~war years,” Duke said with a sigh.
- “Downey gave me my choice between
signing for a $1,000 bonus and $200 a
month salary, or a $750 bonus and $275
a month. It didn't take me long to
figure uyt-that one. m v
. "I reported to the Dodgers in March,
1944, at Bear Mountain, up the Hudson
River from New Yor® Snow was still
-on the ground, so we worked out in
the huge field house at nearby  West
Paint, PR

&=

* s @

Homered Over Glenn Davis _

“During our stay at Bear Moun-
tain we played the Army varsity
nine a‘couple of times. I replaced
Dixie Walker in the fourth in-

-

- ning one day and hit a homer over |

Glenn Davis’ head. Gee, was that

‘a thrill! '

- “l:was under contract to Mont-
real, but Leo Durocher let me take
bziting practice with the Dodgers for
‘a couple of weeks, and even used me
in 4 couple of games against the Yanks.
1 ,remember getting a hit off Hank
‘ Borowy. '

“No, Dixie Walker or the other reg-
ulars didn't give me any timely tips,”
Snider replied to a question. *I was

" just a 17-year-old punk. None of those
guys would help you unless you came
right eut point-blank and aslzed them.

“We have a different bunch of~guys
at Brooklyn now; they're more friendly.
I think that-Vero Beach camp made
us one big, happy family. Everybody
gets inte- the act at Vero. I think it's
a great idea.

“I had a cup of coffee with Montreal
in '44. Played in two games and batted
twice—both blanks, Then they sent
me to Jake Pitler down at Newport
News in the Piedmont League. In my
first game I hit my first home run as a
pro and I led the league that year
with nine, Don't Torget, the bushes
were using re-covered basebflls dur-
ing the war and it was like hitting a
mushy cantaloupe. |

“I joined the Navy in December of
’44 and spent a year overseas as a _fire-
man, second class, on a submarine ten-

F

‘Pitchers Will Worty Now,
. After Those 4 Home Runs’

LOS ANGELES, Calif. — Duke
Snider can " hardly wait for the
1853 National League pennant Yace
to start. . .

- “I finished strong at the plate this
year and my four home runs in
the World's Series gave me terrific
confidence,” said the Brooklyn bash-
er, “I figure the pitchers are go-
ing to start worrying-about me for
a change. They've beer giving me
‘nightmares long enough.”
= — |
der at Guam. I wasn't looking for a
promotion; ‘1 just wanted the war to,
end. - .
“We played lots of baseball and bas-

v '

stationed there, too, but I never bump-
ed inte him, -

~ “After getting discharged in June of
‘46 I was.sent to the Dodger farm at

Fort - Worth, where 1 played ‘in 68
- games. 1 cdouldn't get going until late

in the season and finished with a 250
batting average, but I ‘made four hom-
ers in the playoffs and batted .400.

“The next spring we trained in Ha-
vana,” Duke recalled. “I stuck with
the. Dodgers until July 4, when 1 was
optioned to St. Paul. I was there a
couple of months and hit 316. Then
Durocher recalled me. After they
clinched the pennant I got in a few
games, but wasn't eligible for the Se-
ries.’ '] B

“I figured I was ready to stick with
the Dodgers in '48, particularly aftes
hitting, my first two big league homers
off Curt Simmons one day, but when 1
ran into a slump Durocher told me I
was going to Montreal.

*“'All you need, kid, is a little more
experience,’ Leo told me, '

“It was a letdown, but 1 stayed in
there swinging for Clay Hopper at
Montreal. I socked 17 homers, batted
in 17 runs and hit .327. Montreal was
about 15 games in front when Burt
Shotton—Durecher had moved over td
the Polo Grounds—recalled me.

“We went into first place on Labor
Day, although the, Braves finally beat
us out. I was playing regularly by.
then and 1 have been ever since,

“It's a wonderful feeling to be a big
leaguer, especially when you've dream-
ed about it ever since you were a kid.

“Have 1 any advice for yolingsters
.who want to make a career of base-
ball? Yes, and it's simple. Play base-
ball. Play it every chance you get
Watch the professionals. Read about
it. Dream about it, but. above all,

" MIXTURE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)
homers, batting in 101 runs, and being
secgnd only to Stan Musial in the slug-
gingnaverages, his batting average drop-
ped tc .277 and his strikeouts ascended
to 97. The only reason Duke didn't
lead the league in whiffings again was
that 'Gil Hodges struck out 99 times.

Mid-season of 1952 brought a crisis
in the lives of the whole Snider family
—Duke, his little wife, Beverly, his
small son, Kevin, and his baby daugh-
ter, although the youngsters fortunate-
ly were unaware of the situation.

It happened in Cincinnati when Man-
ager Chuck Dressen, who had been
observing with increasing concern cer-
tain futilities on the part of his tal-1
ented young center fielder, finally de-
cided to bench him.

* » %

Wife Picks Up Phone

The benching, in itself, would
not have brought about any cri-
sis, but it also is possible that it
wouldn’t have brought about the
desired result, Some stories were
written for the papers back home
in which Snider wasn't treated
kindly, to put it mildly.

When Beverly Snider read one of
them, in which it was set forth as nrac-
tically conclusive that her husband
would get a 25 per cent slash in salaFy
next year, she wasted no iime getting
her husband on the telephone.

Thereafter the telephones were pretty
busy for a while. Walter O'Malley,
Dodger president, called Mrs, Snider to
try to assure her that the story was
baseless, that her husband wasn’t in
anybody's doghouce, and so on.

Dressen talked to Snider 1o give simi-
lar assurance and Buzzie Bavasi, Dodg-
er vice-president, was sent to Cincin-
nati by O'Malley to talk to Snider
In person.

When Snider finally came out of the

play it,” Snider concluded.

Nothing Simple to Hitting,
Snider Advises Youngsters

LOS ANGELES, Calif—RBatting a
ball .isn't as simple as it looks, ac-
cording to Duke Snider, the Dodg-
ers’ World's Series star.

“In the split second from the time
the ball leaves the pitcher's hand
until it reaches the plate,” said Sni-
der, “you have to think about your
stride, your hip action, your wrist
action, determine how much, if any,
the ball is going to break, and then
decide whether to swing at it.”

hotel room in Cincinnati after a long
talk with Bavasi, it could be said that,
ags the late Charles H, Ebbets once

put it, the Duke was entering “the dawn
of a new area.”

Certainly it is true that the next day
Snider was observed grinning and talk-
ing animatedly with his manager—some-
thing that had not been observed be-
fore then—and ‘that he entered into his
part-time baseball chores (for several
games he was used only as a pinch-
hitter and to play in the outfield in late
innings as a defensive measure) with
the spirit and hustle of a highly am-
bitious rookie.

There can be no question but that
Snider’s reaction to Dressen’s move in
benching him lifted the Duke much
higher in the manager’s esteem, not
to mention that of O'Malley and Bavasi.

It proved—and Snider was to go on
and make the proof conclusive—that
Duke was not merely a “potential” ma-
jor league ball player, a favorite word
of Rickey, but that he actually had
become a major leaguer,

At this point a personal note must
be inserted in the Snider saga. Earlier
in the season 1 had written a piece for
Tre SrorTiNG News which was keenly
critical of Snider’s play—adverse criti-

cism ‘which was reluctantly made but
which, having lashed my own son for
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ketball on Guam. Pece Wee Reese was |

story wis written, because there would

| “Let’s wait until the end of next season

.....
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THE DODGERS'’ World's Series hero and his family smiled §

0

i

r the photographer at their homg

in Lynwood, Calif. Mrs Snider holds daughter Pamela. Son Kevin is perched in Duke's 1up.1 3

i
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Dodgers Plan Special Camp
for Returning Service Vets .

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—The Dodgers
will hold a special spring training
camp for discharged service vet-
erans next March, it was revealed
by Matt Burns of the Brooklyn
farm organization.

Burns said that the Dodgers ex-
pect no fewer than 65 former minor
leaguers to arrive at the Vero Beach
camp shortly after the Flock de-
parts for Miami., BEN GOULD.

' |

what, in my admittedly faulty judg-
ment, were his shortcomings, I felt was
justifiable—and ] awaited the Duke's
reaction with some trepidation.

He didn't disappoint me, I'm glad to
say. He didn't sulk and refuse to
speak to me., He came to me and dis-
agreed with some of the points made,
not violently, but good-naturedly and
spiritedly, .

Without putting it in,so many words
he made it clear that he thought he
was a good ball player and that, fur-
thermore, he intended to prove it
Which was the original idea when the

be no point in writing such a story
about a fellow who wasn't going to
make it, who didn't have the ability to
make it, which Snider had, and has.

What Snider did during the month
of September, when there were times
that the specter of the 1951 disaster
seemed to be hovering over the Dodg-
ers, i5 pretty much common knowl-
edge. So, too, are the feats he per-
formed in one of the most exciting and
closely contested World's Series in|
many a moon.

Maybe that half season and that
World’s Series are not enough t{o con-
vince some still skeptical observers—or
not exactly skeptical but, let us say, of |
the “show me"” brand—that the Duke
has really grown into a major leaguer,

They may say, in fact some will say:

and see what the record shows on him
then.”

This observer, however, feels that he
has been shown enough and that judg-
ment of Snider is under no compulsion
to “Wait 'til next year.”

30 one vote of confidence in Duke
Snider is hereby cast—confidence that
the 26-year-old player with “steel

-

RIVERA

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Frick copceded this was difficult to de-
fine. Then he was asked whether at-
tending a racetrack would be consid-
ered a violation. | :
“No,” snapped Frick. “Fverybody
goes to a racetrack. That's no zrime,
It's an American right.”
- The commissioner said he had 'rarned
Rivera that he had two sirikes agains

| m

HarYidge Says Frick Made
Only Fair Ruling Possible

CHICAGO, Il — President Wil .“
Harridge of the American League
praised Commissioner Ford Fricks
decision in the Jim Rivera case,

“In placing Rivera on probation,
Commissioner Frick made the nqlr
fair ruling possible under the o
cumstances,” Harridge declared. "It
places Rivera on his guard He |

—lak B

him and explained that Jim was lucky
to have got as far as he had in base-
ball in view of his early history.

“In light of that history, he was per-}|.

mitted to come into basebali,” Frick
continued. |

“Thus, all that preceded Rivera's en-
iry into baseball became a closed book
insofar as action on him was concerned.

“Having been permitted to play in
the minor leagues, he could not be
barred from the majors,” the commis-
sioner added.

Rivera already has felt the difference
in his situation, He has been told
that he cannot play in the Puerto Rican
Winter League.  He iz driving a truck
at Whiting, Ind. - -

~ Text of Frick Decision

Here is the official decision as given
out by Commissioner Frick: =

“The commissioner has made a full
and thorough study of the case of
Player Jim Rivera. SR

“It is ohvious that Mr. Rivera has
been guilly of a certain type of moral
delinquency. As concerns criminal
charges, he has been completely ex-

n- , -
Rivera Decision Fulfilled

Hopes of Mrs. Comiskey

CHICAGO, N!1—*1 had hoped and
prayed that Jim Rivera would be
given another chance,” Mrs. Grace
Comiskey, president of the White
Sox, said when che learned of
Commissioner Ford Frick's . de-
cision. ““He really deserves a chance
because I believe the recent charge
against him was unfair.

“1 don't believe the fans will re-
jéct him. I have, had many, many
letters from fans all favorable to
Rivera's cause,

“We'll sit back and watch him
play now and hope he'll appreciate

springs in his legs” will be a better| S new lease on baseball life
ball player and competitor next year| &!VeR him. o
and for several years thereafier. ) 2 |
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knows what the answer will be il
it oceurs again. At the same lime
it places the club under obligation
publicly.

“It isn't an easy thing to keep
a player in line off the ficld at all
hours of the day. I know how dif- §
ficult it was for the Yankees when §
Babe Ruth was kicking up his 3§
heels.”

-4

onerated by the courts, and the Ng .
missioner cannot place himself u:ﬂ "
position of going over the heads

: ]
American grand jury. At the !-alﬂH
time, the commissioner rt-::crgmztﬁ-lh :
does the Chicago American League €0

imation to (bt
that they have an obligation 10 "
public to maintain the highest plnﬁﬂmﬁ
standards of morality among a;m
who are connected with the g o

[ H d “ﬂl'

“After due consideration, an .
- ' | :Chlfﬂgﬂ Ame: .
the full agreement of the " cuch respor

ican League club to accept ling b
sibility, the commissioner is ruil b B
Player Rivera shall be placed on F= B

on. +
tit-]juring’ that prnb:.ﬂmn :ﬁnaﬁﬂﬁ _
remain with the Chirago i1 pssunt }
League club and the club };‘1' o b
full and complete responsibi II}I’IE il
conduct and behavior off 1 .

n. ' ol
Eer‘:‘t'li'ﬂe Chicago American Lfﬂg;!mii? .
| will immediately report 10 t!u' i
sioner fully and r:u:mnplurut_f:ll'ﬁ5’ihE i §
dent of misbehavior on ol [:'is o
ing field in which the plave! il
to the end that proptr 1sCIp
action may be taken. oar the O
“For the period of one } D is e
cago American l:eague [l;J ) o o)
hibited from making an¥ _{]f_efs |
| trade or transfer of the !“31 aivers
tract; nor are they 10 rcquesm o
on his services for the puPe
conditional release. piaver B ot
“During that year. & o ver (00
may be removed fm(r:‘l‘li l'”:ﬂp ‘pmerican B
i e HeREO AT e
tﬁ;ﬂgﬂclulf ﬂl‘ﬂl’ by voluntarn et R
ment or by suspension.




