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“speedy Willie D Sees His Third
- Straight .300 Year Coming Up

VERO- BEACH, Fla. — Willie
Davis thinks he's headed for his
third successive .300 season and that
he still is the fastest man in base-
ball.

‘““For one base, going from home
to first, I'd have to say Lou Brock
is the closest to me,” answered the
Dodger center fielder when the
question was posed before an ex-
hibition game.

“There are other fast ones go-

“*“ing that first 90 feet. But once I

get those 30 yards behind me, my
legs really are flying. Forget it."”
. Atlanta has a newcomer, Ralph

Garr, who showed he also can fly
low when he played against the
Dodgers recently, but Willie still
manages to retain his lightning.

“] don't take on much weight,"
explained Davis. “I guess that’s the
reason. I'm wiry and small boned,
so I don’t have to worry about
pounds. .

Golf Course Conditioner

“During the winter, I do a lot
of walking on the golf courses. Be-
fore I started putting out this
spring, I did a lot of running and
exercising.”’

Davis figures he has an excel-
lent chance to hit .300 for the third
successive season, with one of his
aids being the speedy synthetic turf,
which he thinks is made to order
«e-for his type of hitting.

“The ball skips through those in-
fields,”” he pointed out, “and line
drives slash past the outfielders for
extra bases.

“I'm also hitting the way I should
hdve been all my life, using a light
bat and a base-hit swing rather

By BOB HUNTER

than going for the fences.

“Since I've done this, 1 have
doubled my salary, so you know
I'm happy.

“The fact I'll be hitting ahead
of Richie Allen also should be to
my benefit, because they can't af-
ford to walk me with that big bat
coming up.” '

Of course, Willie never walked
much, anyway, but now he should
get more pitches he can handle.

All-Out Competitor

As one of the veterans who had
a big year, Davis was excused from
the rigid early schedule of the
spring, but that didn’t keep Willie
the Wisp from going all out.

He dove on his chest to complete
a dazzling catch in a squad game,
taking a chance he didn’t have to
take.

“In any game, a guy has to do
what he thinks he can do,” ex-
plained the fleet center fielder. “He
owes it to himself and to his team-
mates. 1 was feeling great, and I
knew I could make the play, so I
went ahead and made it.

“You can get hurt not going all
out, too, you know.”

In the first exhibition game, he
again proved his point, scoring from
second on Allen’s 410-foot sacrifice
fly to deep center, even though
there were none out at the time,

Willie completed the rare play
with a slide that beat the relay by
a couple of feet, and the Dodgers
had completed a 5-4 come-from-be-
hind victory over the Braves.

It was a first for Allen, who never
before had scored a man from sec-
ond with a sacrifice fly—but then

Willie's Weight in

BRADENTON, Fla.—A few years
ago, Willie Stargell wrote on a white
piece of paper the goals he set for
the season.

He was thinking in terms of 100
RBIs and homers.

For 1971, the Bucs' lefthanded
slugger, who led the club with 31
hcmers in 1970, has a modest goal.
}t doesn’t key on home runs, ribbies
““or batting average,

“I want to have a healthy year,”
said Stargell, who just turned 30.
“I figure if 1 can stay healthy, I'll
be able to play 150 to 155 games.
The homers, ribbies and everything
will take care of themselves.”

Stargell is enjoying a peaceful
spring. Nobody is bugging him about
his weight, which has been known
to go over 230 pounds at times,

‘““‘Everything is going real well this
spring,”” Stargell said. “I feel
great and you know something? I
couldn’t really tell you why I feel
so good. It's just a good feeling.”

Stargell’s weight is around 225 now
and his legs, he says, feel better
than they have in years.

Costly Muscle Pull

“If I can avoid those muscle pulls,
it will be a big plus toward play-
ing every day,” he said.

A few years ago, Stargell didn't
play every day because it was sus-
pected that he could not hit left-
handers.

Stargell laughed when he recalled
the days he did not start against
southpaws.

“The way 1 feel when I'm hit-
ting, I can hit most any pitcher,

38,000 See Bucs in Panama

By CHARLEY FEENEY -

BRADENTON, Fla.—Some 38,000 fans, some paying as high as $6 for
a box seat, watched the Pirates play three games in Panama City on

March 12, 13 and 14.

Financially, it was a successful trip for the Bucs, who were guaranteed
about $12,000, plus expenses which included air travel, hotel rooms and

meal money.

On the field, the Bucs won the last game, 80, to avert being swept by

the Panamanian All-Stars.

The Bucs lost the opener, 3-2.

Veteran righthander Pete Ramos shut out the Bucs, 1-0, on March 13.

Manny Sanguillen, playing before his hometown fans, banged five hits,

. including a homer, in 11 trips,

The big surprise of the trip was the fine play of 19-year-old Pana-
manian Renaldo Stennett, a Buc farmhand who played for the All-Stars
~-and contributed at bat and in the field to the two All-Star victories.
Stennett, an outfielder converted into a second baseman, batted .326

for Salem (Carolina) in 1970.

“The way Stennett played in Panama gives us reason to believe he
can make our Triple-A club at Charleston,” Pirates’ G. M. Joe Brown said.

-
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he never had a Willie Davis flying
in front of him, either,

Willie could bat second this sea-
son, although he favors the third
spot, where he hit most of the last
two years, and would like to hit
just in front of Allen.

And it could be that way, perhaps,
with Maury Wills leading off, fol-
lowed by Davis, Allen, Wes Park-
er and Duke Sims.

Line Drives: Walter Alston has
made up his mind to play Allen in
left field. Allen and Willie Craw-
ford usually are the first on the
field. One morning they were in
the batting cages before 7 o'clock,
rode the 9:30 bus to West Palm in
their uniforms and played in the
game, . . . In his major league de-
but, 20-year-old Doyle Alexander
got Henry Aaron on a called third
strike. . . . The club is the fastest
in years. . . . Bobby Valentine is
three weeks ahead of schedule in
recuperating from a leg injury. He
increased his therapy so much he
figured to be playing by late March.
. . . Bruce Ellingsen, a 20-year-old
lefty, suffered facial fractures when
struck by a drive off the bat of
Tom Haller, . . . John Carey, vet-
eran scout and head of the Arizona
Instructional League entry who as-
sists Alston each spring, had to go
to New York for abdominal sur-
gery.

Quote from Alston: “This is the
deepest team I've ever had, posi-
tion for position.” . . . The Dodger-
town golf clubhouse was burglarized
of $7,500 in merchandise one night,
and 48 hours later a concessions
stand was looted of $5,000. .

By CHARLEY FEENEY

and when I'm not hitting, 1 won't
hit anybody,” Stargell said. ‘It
doesn’'t make any_ difference what
arm they use to throw the baseball.”

Stargell’s average was .264 last
year. He batted .260 against right-
handers and .273 against lefthanders:.

During the winter, there were ru-
mors that Stargell might be traded.

““The trade talk never bothered
me,” he said. *“If it happened, it
happened. I don’t believe in worry-
ing about something until it happens.
You get a guy with a cold who
thinks he has cancer. The guy wor-
ries with no reason.”

There was reason to believe that
the switch from the old Forbes Field
to Three Rivers Stadium would help
Stargell.

Fences Closer Now

“I thought the ball would carry
better than it does in Three Rivers,”’
Stargell said. *‘‘The ball doesn’t car-
ry there, especially at night.”

Nonetheless, the fences are short-
er at Three Rivers and when Big
Willie connects, he has a good

chance of reaching home-run land. .

Pitt-burgers: When Richie Hebner
belted two homers against the Ti-
gers, it revived talk that Hebner may
go for the fences this year. “I'd
rather see Hebner stick to his regu-
lar style of hitting,”” Danny Murtaugh
said. “He is a line-drive type of
hitter and he has been successful. 1
don't want him to change.” It was
Buc G. M. Joe Brown who said he
felt Hebner could hit from 20 to 25
homers, Hebner hit 11 homers last
year and eight as a rookie. . . .
Ex-Yankee catcher Charlie Sands
was an early spring standout. He
banged two homers and three sin-
gles in his first six trips. Sands’
chances of making the club were
slim. Murtaugh plans to open the

Willie Davis and Dodger President Peter O'Malley.

The clubs will have newly-designed
uniforms, Walter O’Malley
wrote a letter to Sandy Koufax,
suggesting, “We could use a good
lefthanded pitcher.” The future Hall
of Famer still is the property of
the Dodgers, . . . The Tokyo Giants

season with Manny Sanguillen and
rookie Milt May as his only two re-
ceivers.

Trade rumor: Bob Veale is headed
for the Tigers. Joe Brown says he
hasn't talked with the Tigers about
Veale, but a Tiger official has been
making inquiries about the 35-year-

received a warm welcome at the
Vero Beach airport, then next day
were saluted in formal ceremonies.
They held clinics each night, with
lecturers including Maury Wills, Bob
Shaw, Dixie Walker, Al Campanis
and Alston.

Check and Buc Hopes Bulge

old lefthander, . . . Jackie Hernan-
dez has problems with his right
knee and, if it develops into some-
thing serious, the Bucs could be in
trouble for an opening-day short-
stop. Hernandez reinjured the knee
March 5 and had it drained five
days later,
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BALTIMORE, Md. — Whenever
Earl Weaver has a problem, which
hasn’'t been often with the Orioles,
he marches straight to the book. o
statistics, '

The numbers then do the deciding.
But what if Weaver didn't get the
urge to check the records in the
first place?

“I don't know how anybody can
argue with numbers,” Weaver stat-
ed. It's a perfect out when he is
asked why either Merv Rettenmund
or Don Buford isn't in the starting
lineup that particular day.

Time was when Weaver would

say something about a rule pro-
hibiting use of 10 men, but this
wore a mite thin. Consequently, he
had to go to statistics,

On opening day, the Orioles faced
a righthander, Washington’s Casey
Cox. The question: play Rettenmund
and his .379 spring average in left
field, or go with the percentages and
have Buford in there batting left-
handed?

Weaver looked up what Retten-
mund did against Cox last summer
(4-for-5) and promptly wrote his
name on the lineup card.

Two days later, it was another

— ——_

The best seat

at the Derby

is on the back

of the winning horse.

The second best
s behind a pair of
Jason[Empire binoculars.

When NBC's Curt Gowdy wants to catch

all the action in a fast moving sport like

racing, he uses a Jason/Empire binocular.

He prefers the wide angle model with a

tield of view double that of ordinary binoculars.
Jason/Empire also mokes zoom models that
take vou from o sweeping view of the

home stretch 10 o close-up ot the winner's
circle. Fontastic clarity and ease of

handling. Perfect for sports fans,
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40 models, $20 to $120
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They use Jason Empire. too.:

See what you've
been missing.
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righthander, Detroit's Joe Niekro.
Same question. This time, however,
the book said Buford. Next day,
Rettenmund . . . and so on.

Still, Weaver insists he’s not pla-
tooning in left field. He calls his
four outfielders — Buford, Retten-
mund, Paul Blair and Frank Robin-
son—regulars.

Most managers don’t like double-
headers, but Earl doesn’t mind a
bit. They give him a chance to give
all hands some work.

In a twinner against the Tigers
recently, Weaver planned on having
Frank Robinson sit out one game
and Blair another while letting Bu-
ford and Rettenmund play all day.

Buford charged out and smacked
seven hits, ‘““That was the most I
ever had in a doubleheader,” he
said, Meanwhile, Rettenmund reach-
ed base five times on three walks
and a pair of hits.

Johnson Floored by Flu

The manager also wanted to work
Chico Salmon into a game at short-
stop because Mark Belanger hadn't
hit in his first 10 trips to the plate.

Dave Johnson saved him the trou-
ble, coming down with the flu.
Salmon took over at second. Be-
langer got three hits and a walk
his next four trips to the dish.

After sitting in the dugout the
first game, Johnson noticed one of
his favorite pitchers, Mike Kilkenny,
was working the second game for
Detroit. So Johnson played long
enough to triple and single and
knock in a pair of runs.

Jerry DaVanon then took over
and, in his first two tries in an
Oriole suit, had a single and walk.

Statistics, of course, did not dic-
tate what DaVanon would do, the
utilityman being new to the Ameri-
can League. But they will the next
time Weaver looks up his record

Barrage of H

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Willie Star-
gell laughs about it now. Ron Brand
won’t let Stargell forget it.

Ron Brand, the jack of all posi-
tions for the Expos, isn’t supposed
to hit home runs in bunches. That's
Willie Stargell’s game.

Back in 1959, when Stargell, a
stringbean 19-year-old, played at
Roswell in the Sophomore League,
he hit only seven home runs in 118
games,

Brand hit 11 homers in 117 games.

“Brand never lets me forget that
he hit more home runs than me in
one season,’’ Stargell said.

Since then, Brand lost his home-
run bat while Stargell has a good
chance to become the Pirates’ all-
time home-run king,

The home run is Willie Stargell’s
weapon. He has hit 200 of them dur-
ing his nine-year career, and before
he finishes he should break 301,
which is Ralph Kiner's record high
for the Bucs.

Consistent Clouter

Things have been quite different
for Stargell this time ’round. It
isn’t only the homers which came in
bunches in April, but his consistency
with the bat.

It was a far cry from April, 1970,
when Stargell totalled five—that’s
right, five—hits for the entire month.
He was five for 54 for .093,

“I don’t think I'm doing anything
different now,” Stargell said. *‘Last
year, it was a slump. This year,
it’s base-hits, I've always felt that
when I'm hitting, it generally makes
little difference who is pitching. When
I'm not, well . . . every pitcher
just looks tough.”

Stargell admits to having difficulty

against a righthanded relief pitcher
named Tom Timmerman.

Bird Banter: Dave McNally got
off to a flying start toward becom-
ing the first American League pitch-
er in 30 years to win 20 games four
years in a row, Dave pitched two
complete-game victories the first
five days of the season. The left-
hander quit Florida with a touchy
elbow, but it came around once the
season started, McNally's opening-
day victory over Washington gave
him a 20-4 career record against
the Nats and 10 in a row over Wash-
ington. , . . Buford’s seven hits in
a doubleheader against Detroit will
have to stand as an Oriole club
record as they have no figures for
this. . . . A 54 loss to Detroit in 11
innings April 11 ended a 14-game,
regular-season winning streak by the
Birds as well as a run of 15 straight
one-run victories. The victory binge
dates back to September 19, 1970,
when they lost to Cleveland’s Jim
Rittwage, If they want revenge
against Rittwage, they’ll have to go
to Wichita (American Association)
to get it, |

The Birds got new suitcases, and
surprisingly, Earl Weaver's isn't
painted orange. The manager lost
his bag a minimum of 30 times
last summer, so the club figured
it would have to make his bag con-
spicuous. . . , After losing three
of four to Baltimore, Billy Martin
came away convinced his Tigers
will beat out the Orioles. Martin
said as soon as his pitching straight-
ens out, the Birds have had it.
Meanwhile, Gabe Paul is saying
Cleveland will finish higher than
Detroit, Ralph Houk is talking about
winning 100 games and Ted Williams
mentioned winning 90 the other day.

Tom Shopay’s first appearance in
a Baltimore suit produced a liner
to center field. His second produced
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Merv Rettenmund

a game-tying hit in the eighth in-
ning. . . . Jerry DaVanon's first
at-bat for the Birds was good for a
single. . . . In the first game of a
doubleheader while ramming four
hits, including a home run, Brooks
Robinson had only one RBI. In the
second game, Brooks came to bat
with a dozen runners aboard and
got just one in (with a single). . . .
With four hits and five RBIs in the
first five games, MVP Boog Powell
was satisfied with his start. Boog
is generally satisfied with anything
he can get in April, even a single
or a walk,

its Ot Stargell's Big Bat

By CHARLEY FEENEY

with Phils’ southpaw Joe Hoerner.,

“I'm 1-for-9 against Hoerner,
Stargell said. *“That’s one-for-nine
years,”’

While Hoerner has had tremendous
success against the big Buc left-
handed slugger, most pitchers in the
league rate Stargell just a bit under
Willie McCovey as a long-ball threat.

For years, there have been people
who felt that Stargell could be
a super star. You know the Kkind
. . . 40-plus homers, 120 RBIs and
a .300-plus average. He came clos-
est in 1966 when he hit .315, belted
33 homers and drove in 102 runs.

Aggressive Hitter

“Willie might top anything he has
ever done,” said Danny Murtaugh.
“The big thing about Willie is that
he attacks the ball. He is not up
there protecting the plate. He is
swinging for the downs.”

In the early weeks of the season,
Stargell produced many key hits,
Some call them pressure hits.

To Stargell, pressure and fun are
synonymous,

“To me, swinging the bat with a
few men on base in a close ball
game is fun,” Stargell said. ““This
game isn’t supposed to be easy. You
don’t expect to win every game and
you don’'t always score a lot of
runs, There's nothing better than
a close ball game.”

There have been many close games
that Stargell’s booming bat has
turned into lopsided scores.

Once this year, he found he could
not do it all by himself. He slugged
three homers in one game in At-
lanta, but the Bucs lost, 5-4, in 11
innings,

Twice before—in 1965 in Los An-

geles and 1967 in Chicago—Stargell

‘had three homers in one game,.

In case you're interested, Willie,
Ron Brand's total major league home
run production numbers ‘‘three.”

Pitt-Burgers: The night before Bob
Johnson starts a game, he studies
the box scores of the opposing team.
“It's all part of my getting psyched
up,”’ said the 28-year-old righthand-
er, . . . The Bucs won a game in
Atlanta, but Bob Moose lost $50
and Murtaugh lost his temper. Moose
received an automatic $50 fine when
he was warned by umpire Dick
Stello after he low-bridged Ralph
Garr. Murtaugh lost his temper in
an argument with Stello, , . . The
Bucs are becoming more promotion
minded. They will have a special
autograph booth open every Sun-
day at home games. It was player
Dave Giusti’s suggestion. The Car-
dinals, his former club, do it.
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Milt Ducked Dusters—
Ordered by His Dad?

PITTSBURGH, Pa. — When
Pirates’ rookie catcher Milt May
was playing with Gastonia
against Monroe in a Carolina
League game in 1969, he was
decked by the pitcher after hit-
ting a home run and a double
following a two-homer game the
night before,

It was suspected that the
manager of the Monroe team
ordered the knockdown pitches
against the hot-hitting May,

The Monroe manager was
Pinky May, Milt’s father.
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BALTIMORE, Md. — Whenever
Earl Weaver has a problem, which
hasn’'t been often with the Orioles,
he marches straight to the book. o
statistics, '

The numbers then do the deciding.
But what if Weaver didn't get the
urge to check the records in the
first place?

“I don't know how anybody can
argue with numbers,” Weaver stat-
ed. It's a perfect out when he is
asked why either Merv Rettenmund
or Don Buford isn't in the starting
lineup that particular day.

Time was when Weaver would

say something about a rule pro-
hibiting use of 10 men, but this
wore a mite thin. Consequently, he
had to go to statistics,

On opening day, the Orioles faced
a righthander, Washington’s Casey
Cox. The question: play Rettenmund
and his .379 spring average in left
field, or go with the percentages and
have Buford in there batting left-
handed?

Weaver looked up what Retten-
mund did against Cox last summer
(4-for-5) and promptly wrote his
name on the lineup card.

Two days later, it was another
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The second best
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all the action in a fast moving sport like

racing, he uses a Jason/Empire binocular.

He prefers the wide angle model with a

tield of view double that of ordinary binoculars.
Jason/Empire also mokes zoom models that
take vou from o sweeping view of the

home stretch 10 o close-up ot the winner's
circle. Fontastic clarity and ease of

handling. Perfect for sports fans,

¥ [ [
0t well us tor tomous announcers.

Get Juson Empire at sporting and photo

40 models, $20 to $120

aeparimentes,

i

PREre aren 't any better on the market.
Take Curt Gowd ¥ g ¥:-Xals

- ] i b i | f
Brocks Robinson’s. And Len Dawson's.

word for it,

Jason -«
cmpire

They use Jason Empire. too.:

See what you've
been missing.

By PHIL JACKMAN

T
8 %  THE SPORTING NEWS, MAY 1. 197

*

righthander, Detroit's Joe Niekro.
Same question. This time, however,
the book said Buford. Next day,
Rettenmund . . . and so on.

Still, Weaver insists he’s not pla-
tooning in left field. He calls his
four outfielders — Buford, Retten-
mund, Paul Blair and Frank Robin-
son—regulars.

Most managers don’t like double-
headers, but Earl doesn’t mind a
bit. They give him a chance to give
all hands some work.

In a twinner against the Tigers
recently, Weaver planned on having
Frank Robinson sit out one game
and Blair another while letting Bu-
ford and Rettenmund play all day.

Buford charged out and smacked
seven hits, ‘““That was the most I
ever had in a doubleheader,” he
said, Meanwhile, Rettenmund reach-
ed base five times on three walks
and a pair of hits.

Johnson Floored by Flu

The manager also wanted to work
Chico Salmon into a game at short-
stop because Mark Belanger hadn't
hit in his first 10 trips to the plate.

Dave Johnson saved him the trou-
ble, coming down with the flu.
Salmon took over at second. Be-
langer got three hits and a walk
his next four trips to the dish.

After sitting in the dugout the
first game, Johnson noticed one of
his favorite pitchers, Mike Kilkenny,
was working the second game for
Detroit. So Johnson played long
enough to triple and single and
knock in a pair of runs.

Jerry DaVanon then took over
and, in his first two tries in an
Oriole suit, had a single and walk.

Statistics, of course, did not dic-
tate what DaVanon would do, the
utilityman being new to the Ameri-
can League. But they will the next
time Weaver looks up his record

Barrage of H

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Willie Star-
gell laughs about it now. Ron Brand
won’t let Stargell forget it.

Ron Brand, the jack of all posi-
tions for the Expos, isn’t supposed
to hit home runs in bunches. That's
Willie Stargell’s game.

Back in 1959, when Stargell, a
stringbean 19-year-old, played at
Roswell in the Sophomore League,
he hit only seven home runs in 118
games,

Brand hit 11 homers in 117 games.

“Brand never lets me forget that
he hit more home runs than me in
one season,’’ Stargell said.

Since then, Brand lost his home-
run bat while Stargell has a good
chance to become the Pirates’ all-
time home-run king,

The home run is Willie Stargell’s
weapon. He has hit 200 of them dur-
ing his nine-year career, and before
he finishes he should break 301,
which is Ralph Kiner's record high
for the Bucs.

Consistent Clouter

Things have been quite different
for Stargell this time ’round. It
isn’t only the homers which came in
bunches in April, but his consistency
with the bat.

It was a far cry from April, 1970,
when Stargell totalled five—that’s
right, five—hits for the entire month.
He was five for 54 for .093,

“I don’t think I'm doing anything
different now,” Stargell said. *‘Last
year, it was a slump. This year,
it’s base-hits, I've always felt that
when I'm hitting, it generally makes
little difference who is pitching. When
I'm not, well . . . every pitcher
just looks tough.”

Stargell admits to having difficulty

against a righthanded relief pitcher
named Tom Timmerman.

Bird Banter: Dave McNally got
off to a flying start toward becom-
ing the first American League pitch-
er in 30 years to win 20 games four
years in a row, Dave pitched two
complete-game victories the first
five days of the season. The left-
hander quit Florida with a touchy
elbow, but it came around once the
season started, McNally's opening-
day victory over Washington gave
him a 20-4 career record against
the Nats and 10 in a row over Wash-
ington. , . . Buford’s seven hits in
a doubleheader against Detroit will
have to stand as an Oriole club
record as they have no figures for
this. . . . A 54 loss to Detroit in 11
innings April 11 ended a 14-game,
regular-season winning streak by the
Birds as well as a run of 15 straight
one-run victories. The victory binge
dates back to September 19, 1970,
when they lost to Cleveland’s Jim
Rittwage, If they want revenge
against Rittwage, they’ll have to go
to Wichita (American Association)
to get it, |

The Birds got new suitcases, and
surprisingly, Earl Weaver's isn't
painted orange. The manager lost
his bag a minimum of 30 times
last summer, so the club figured
it would have to make his bag con-
spicuous. . . , After losing three
of four to Baltimore, Billy Martin
came away convinced his Tigers
will beat out the Orioles. Martin
said as soon as his pitching straight-
ens out, the Birds have had it.
Meanwhile, Gabe Paul is saying
Cleveland will finish higher than
Detroit, Ralph Houk is talking about
winning 100 games and Ted Williams
mentioned winning 90 the other day.

Tom Shopay’s first appearance in
a Baltimore suit produced a liner
to center field. His second produced
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a game-tying hit in the eighth in-
ning. . . . Jerry DaVanon's first
at-bat for the Birds was good for a
single. . . . In the first game of a
doubleheader while ramming four
hits, including a home run, Brooks
Robinson had only one RBI. In the
second game, Brooks came to bat
with a dozen runners aboard and
got just one in (with a single). . . .
With four hits and five RBIs in the
first five games, MVP Boog Powell
was satisfied with his start. Boog
is generally satisfied with anything
he can get in April, even a single
or a walk,

its Ot Stargell's Big Bat

By CHARLEY FEENEY

with Phils’ southpaw Joe Hoerner.,

“I'm 1-for-9 against Hoerner,
Stargell said. *“That’s one-for-nine
years,”’

While Hoerner has had tremendous
success against the big Buc left-
handed slugger, most pitchers in the
league rate Stargell just a bit under
Willie McCovey as a long-ball threat.

For years, there have been people
who felt that Stargell could be
a super star. You know the Kkind
. . . 40-plus homers, 120 RBIs and
a .300-plus average. He came clos-
est in 1966 when he hit .315, belted
33 homers and drove in 102 runs.

Aggressive Hitter

“Willie might top anything he has
ever done,” said Danny Murtaugh.
“The big thing about Willie is that
he attacks the ball. He is not up
there protecting the plate. He is
swinging for the downs.”

In the early weeks of the season,
Stargell produced many key hits,
Some call them pressure hits.

To Stargell, pressure and fun are
synonymous,

“To me, swinging the bat with a
few men on base in a close ball
game is fun,” Stargell said. ““This
game isn’t supposed to be easy. You
don’t expect to win every game and
you don’'t always score a lot of
runs, There's nothing better than
a close ball game.”

There have been many close games
that Stargell’s booming bat has
turned into lopsided scores.

Once this year, he found he could
not do it all by himself. He slugged
three homers in one game in At-
lanta, but the Bucs lost, 5-4, in 11
innings,

Twice before—in 1965 in Los An-

geles and 1967 in Chicago—Stargell

‘had three homers in one game,.

In case you're interested, Willie,
Ron Brand's total major league home
run production numbers ‘‘three.”

Pitt-Burgers: The night before Bob
Johnson starts a game, he studies
the box scores of the opposing team.
“It's all part of my getting psyched
up,”’ said the 28-year-old righthand-
er, . . . The Bucs won a game in
Atlanta, but Bob Moose lost $50
and Murtaugh lost his temper. Moose
received an automatic $50 fine when
he was warned by umpire Dick
Stello after he low-bridged Ralph
Garr. Murtaugh lost his temper in
an argument with Stello, , . . The
Bucs are becoming more promotion
minded. They will have a special
autograph booth open every Sun-
day at home games. It was player
Dave Giusti’s suggestion. The Car-
dinals, his former club, do it.
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Milt Ducked Dusters—
Ordered by His Dad?

PITTSBURGH, Pa. — When
Pirates’ rookie catcher Milt May
was playing with Gastonia
against Monroe in a Carolina
League game in 1969, he was
decked by the pitcher after hit-
ting a home run and a double
following a two-homer game the
night before,

It was suspected that the
manager of the Monroe team
ordered the knockdown pitches
against the hot-hitting May,

The Monroe manager was
Pinky May, Milt’s father.
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