Mets Dig Stengel Savvy Despite Grammar Fog
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Label;—épirit
and Drive as
Prime Goals

N. Y. Pilot Tries to Guard
Against Aids Confusing
- Kids With Too Many Tips

By JOE KING
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.

Whether or not they comprehend
Stengelese, Casey is making sure the
Mets understand one another. He is
eager to share the rostrum if he can
encourage a genecral babble on Miller
Huggins Field.

Stengel has not considered with-
drawing from his linguistic eminence;
far from it. When John Glenn landed
from orbit the Old Man quipped:
“There is a fellow who could find me
a nice vacancy to live if this club
finishes last.”

Casey welcomes competition only in
the more technical baseball phases of
communications, as a key move in his
approach to an unprecedented assign-
ment. _

For example, Joe Ginsberg told the
Old Man to count on him to help any
way he could.

“I said to this man (Ginsberg),”
Casey opened, ‘‘that he had worked
for six or seven managers and I knew
he worked for two—Richards and Lo-
pez—who were good catchers and that

Case Eyes Astronaut—He’s
in Spot to Catch Fly Balls

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—C a s-
ey Stengel had just winced at the
sight of a hashed-up fly ball which
dropped among his outfielders
when somebody informed him
John Glenn had entered his second
orbit of the earth.

“There’s a man,” Casey ripost-
ed, ‘“‘who could make this team.
He is just what we need—some-
body in position to catch a fly
ball.”

H

he must have picked up some tips
from them to add to what he knew.

“Suppose, I told him, that he pass-
es on these tips to our young catchers,
Then he will be helping me a lot, and
he has my thanks.”

Stengel closed: “‘Ginsberg thought
that over for a minute and he said:
‘I'll do that.” ”

Hobie Landrith, ranking Mets’ re-
ceiver, who once worked for Luke Se-
well and Birdie Tebbetts, also is com-
missioned to inform his juniors how
to squat behind the plate, how to
throw to second, how to score on the
umpire without being asked to leave,
and other valuable items.
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Cannizzaro Backstop Prospect

Stengel has in camp prospects Chris
Cannizzaro and Clarence Coleman, as
well as two farmhands who may
make the Mets in time, and if he can,
through his policy of free speech, pro-
duce a Richards-Lopez-Sewell-T e b-
betts-Ginsberg-Landrith from any of
the four, he will be ahead of any ora-
tion he can make at this time,

Casey fluently explains why he fos-
ters unblocked currency of informa-
tion.

“] never took on a job like this,”
he -states quite clearly. “We have
new players, a new Owner, a new
front office, new coaches and I have
a new traveling secretary and we
have an organization that has never
been together.

“The first thing to do is to get some
drive and spirit and teamwork out on
the field, because I can see that some
of the young men are shy and hold-

back.
m‘g‘ﬂf course, that is only natural be-
cause they have been pulled out of
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INTO THE NATIONAL LEAGUE ,

this organization and that one and
they are all strangers here.
“] have been talking man-to-man

| with three or four of them every day,”

the Old Man went on, ‘and I am go-
ing to have my big leaguers talk to
them and tip them off so that they will
feel at home.” '

Stengel personally is getting through
with Stengelese in some cases, and it
cannot be said that he fails to capture
interest in all cases. |

Jay Hook, an educated young man
who holds a mechanical engineering
sheepskin, notes: “No matter how he
expresses it, Casey gets the message

across.” ' .
Even to the less erudite on his stalf,

the Old Man puts a lot on the ball,
like $40,000, for instance.

A gaping group of young pitchers
were absorbing an illustrated lecture
in the clubhouse the other day. Pos-
sibly they were extended a bit beyond
their profundity, but Casey fixed that
in a hurry.

“You read about these pitchers sign-
ing up with other clubs for $40,000,"
he zeroed home, “‘and we don’t have
any $40,000 pitchers but we have room |
for any kind of starting pitchers to
work themselves up.”

Stengel winked and a sunburst of
understanding flooded the visages of

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6, COL. 3)

Tramnslation of Casey’s Pearl

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—After observing Al Jackson's mound
manners for some time, Casey Stengel said of the pitcher: “You would
think he was a player if he wasn't lefthanded.”

Translated, this meant that the rookie southpaw so nimbly fielded
his position, and had such quick moves, that one might take him for a
second-sacker or a shortstop, if he didn't happen to throw with the
wrong arm, | |

Stengel, who often adds belated footnotes to his cryptic comments,
put it more succinctly for those who were somewhat thick between the
ears. ‘‘Like Shantz,” he snapped. A moment later: “Maybe I can teach
him a move to first like Ford’s.”
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