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Finley's broken wrist
slows stretch run

Initial X-rays were epcouraging.
showing no ligament or tendon dam-
age in Chuck Finley's left wnst but a
magnetic resonance imaging test and
a CAT scan revealed the devastating
news Tuesdav—Finlev has a broken
wrist bone and will be lost for the rest
of the regular season. Finley's injury
came August 19, a day before catcher
Todd Greene broke a bone in his right
= wrist and was declared out for the sea-

son. Pitchers Mark Langston and
Mark Gubicza have missed most of the
season with injuries, and closer Trov
Percival sat out five weeks because of
injury, Reliever Rich DeLucia has been
out since Julv 19 because of an
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PLAYING
HARDBALL

Tony Phillips was
arrested on felony cocaine
possession charges, but
Luis Alicea got the bum
deal. Because of Phillips’
troubles, Alicea lost his job
as the starting second
baseman. Phillips’ arrest

Mike James sat out most of July be-
cause of an elbow injury and center fielder Jim Edmonds
missed two weeks Lhis month because of a lower back strain.
“It's just another obstacle we have 1o conguer,” shortstop
(Gary DiSarcina savs. "I've been here six vears, and this is the
ost resilient team I've been on. If any team can overcome
the loss of Chuck Finley, it's this one.”
Back and torth: Tonv Phillips took a shot at team owner Walt
Disnev Co. and the plavers’ association, accusing them of us-
ing him as a “pawn” and a “whipping bov™ in their feud over
whether baseball's drug policy needs to be reformed.
Though Phillips, arrested on felony possession of cocaine
charges August 10, was cleared by baseball doctors to play
under an agreement to undergo random drug testing and out-
patient counseling. the team suspended Phillips when he re-
fused to enter a drug treatment center. The suspension was
overturned and Phillips returped, but not without [hsnev and
union officials exchanging rhetoric over which took a
stronger moral stance against drug use. Phillips wants the
“bickering to end. ~1 put myself in this situation,” Phillips savs.

forced the team to trade
for leadoft batter Rickey

Henderson and, upon
Phillips’ return after his
SUSPEnsion was
overturned, the only place
for him was at second. So
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onfident Tejada
checks in at short

The future arrived last week when
shortstop Miguel Tejada. the most her-
alded prospect in the organization and
considered one of the top prospects in
baseball, made his major league debut
against the Yankees. Tejada was sum-
moned from Class AA Huntsville after
shortstop Tony Batista strained a
quadriceps muscle and Rafael Bourni-
gal couldn't shake a nagging ham-
string injury. There was little doubt
Tejada would be activated before the
season ended. He and outfielder Ben
Grieve easily are the best prospects in
the svstem. Tejada, 21, who was bat-
ting .276 with 22 home runs and 97
RBls in 127 games, will have the upper
hand in competing for the starting job
at shortstop next season. For his part,
Tejada, normally soft-spoken. didn't lack confidence upon his
arrival. “I'm going to be the A's shortstop for 10 years, maybe
more,” he said. Those words had to bring a smile to general
manager Sandy Alderson'’s face. Of course, Tejada still must
harness his defense, as his 36 errors in the minors this sea
son demonstrate.

Goodbye to Bash? Jose Canseco's back is aching again and an-
other stint on the disabled list seems imminent. Thus,
Canseco's chance of reaching 568 plate appearances this sea-
son—which would automatically trigger his $4.5 million op-
tion next season—seems gone. Canseco instead will become
a free agent and it's doubtful the club will trv to re-sign him.
It's also doubtful Canseco still can command a salary over
82 million. ... Qutfielder Brian Lesher, who was told he was
auditioning for a spot on next season's roster., broke an
(-for-26 slump with a pair of singles August 26. His chances
of sticking around next vear are dwindling by the day. ... Enc
Ludwick, a 6-5 righthander acquired from St. Louis in the
Mark McGwire trade, made his Amernican League debut last

CANSECO: Unlikely to return to the A's. _

Since being moved from
closer to the primary setup
role, Billy Taylor has been
phenomenal. Just when it
seemed Taylor would have
little chance of retuming to
the A's next season, he is
making a strong case for
himself, The team'’s
bullpen, one of the
weakest in baseball, needs
help. Even though Taylor is
eligible for arbitration,
there is a good chance the
two sides can reach a
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