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Thomsen in Musial Coﬂ,
Rosen Levels His Swish
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Ciants’ Slugger Says He Oniy Has Closed His Feet;

Speaker Declares Switches Should Be Made in Youth

By HAL LEBOVITZ
TUCSON, Ariz.

gome batlers, during the course of a career, change their stance
gy often as Bluebeard changed wives,
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The discussion of stance-switching came up while the Giants and
Indians were engaging in Grapefruit League warfare,
' Two hiflers had obviously altered their styles in the space of a

"ear.

{here like Joe DiMaggio,” noted

“Now he looks
Nuﬁme Gianis saw a difference
brought his

gerved one.
Thomson, however, became

% irals when it was suggested he changed
g fiam an imitaii-:nr; nf]mMagglu to a
rror-image of Musial,
m*l*ffj:}?at's fhe bunk,” he exploded,
®  “When 1 had my open stance, with the
bat up and my feet apart, 1 always
kept hearing and reading about how
I copied DiMaggio. Now they say I'm
trying to be a Musial. Nuts!” ejaculated
the usually unperturbed Giants' third
hasaman
“You can't copy other people,” he
declared emphatically. “Not in, this
game. You do what you think is best.
All this copyving is kid stufl,
» ¥ ¥

One Extreme to Another

f  “It's pure coincidence if I once
% resembled DiMaggio and now Mu-
g sial. I started out with an open
stance. I wasn't very successful,
so late last scason I decided to
change. Since the open stance
didn't seem to work in my case I
went to the other extreme, clos-
Ing it with a crouch. It was just a

ease of going from one extreme to the:

other.

“l find 1 have more luck with the
tlosed stance. (Using it he homered
tramatically in the final inning of the
National League playoffs to win the
pennant fur the Giants) In fact, I'm

§ experimenting right now with an even
B Ereater crouch”
g And as a parling shot, Thomson thun-

.

“When we played the Giants last spring Bobby Thomson stood up
like a righthanded Stan Musial.”

bat way down,” ob-4 g

the Indians’' manager, Al Lopez.

in the Indians’ Al Rosen. “He's

Duke Snider Moves Back
From Plate to Help Swing

MIAMI, Fla—~Duke Snider,
whose batting average dropped
from .321 in 1950 to .277 with the
Dodgers last year, is altering his
position in the batting box. He be-
lieves that by moving farther away
from the plate he will be able to
get & better swing.
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|
dered: “Romember, I'm not copying
aﬁyhndy. I want that understood by
all.” .

Rosen isn't being labeled an imitator.
But he does give Ted Williams an
assist in the revamping of the Rosen
style,

“1 used to hold my bat high when 1
faced the pitcher,” recalls Rosen. “1
was successful with this stance in both
the Texas League and the American
Association. I alwavs was a .300 hitter
with it, And in the majors I hit for dis-
tance but not frequently enough. I be-
gan to experiment, and found 1 was
uppercutting too much,

“I was able to get hold of some slow
motion movies of Ted Williams bat-
ting, and I studied them continuously.
I warvelad at his level swing and
tried to duplicate it. I don't stand at
the plate the way he does. I find I can

level off better, personally, by holding
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ATTEMPTING to regain the form that made him one of the most dun;gernus hitters in the
American League in 1950, Al Rosen has changed his batting style. Rosen’s old stance at left,
with arms held high. This spring he has brought his baf to his shoulder {right) to level his swing,

timesg I even rest it on my shoulder as
a reminder.

the bat close to my shoulder. Some-

“But I admire the levelness of Wil-

Blal'y coil.

ouch,
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BOBRY THOR

SON of the Gi&ﬂiﬂ this spring

Bobby Now ‘Righthanded Stan’

. Tr - -_.._.‘:‘_'_‘: - i Liaey

h is using a stance that closely resembles Stan I'duf
more of g omson (right) is keeping his feet closer together, and is bending his knees into
‘ His former baiting stance is shown at leit.

liams' swing. I'm positive all batters
do. 1 certainly hope 1 can emulate
it,” savs the articulate Rosen.

Tris Speaker, a great hitter in his
time and more recently a tutor at the
Indians’ spring bafting school, has this
lo sav about copying the style of great
hitters:

“It depends wupon when you make
the change. A youngster, for example,
can mimic anvhody, A golf caddy will
mimic the goli pro's swing perfectly,

“On the sandlots, many kids try to
copy their idels, A f{ew years ago
hundreds of Cleveland youngsters stood
up there the way Lou Boudreau did,
In my time they were all {rying to
copy Babe Ruth,
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Okay for Kids to Mimic

“I've seen many pros try fto
mimic DiMaggio's simple stance,
1 haven't seen anybody, other than
Joe, successful with it, though,

“I1 feel, that as a youngster, it's
all right to mimic. A youngster
just starting out can do it with

some degree of naturalness,
“I never try fo get an adult {o change

his hitting stvle. When I'm working
with a hitter mv sole purpose is to
find his flaws and correct thgm,

“My thought is, a fellow who ftries
to copy another's stunce late in his
carcer would not be successful.”

He explains Bobby Thomson’s success
after changing with, “Every hitter has
a certain amount of natural abilily
and talent. Bobby's may have been
retarded by the open stance.”

Hank Greenberg, the Indians' general
manager and labeled by authorities as
a self-made star, is all for the hitter
who discards his own style for an-
other's.

“Why does a guy change?’ he asks
and then answers himself: “Because
he isn’t successful with his own stance.
He sees somebody clse hitting well, so
he tries {o copy his form. I sce noth-
ing wrong in that. When & guy finds
himself unsuccessful it's only common
sense that he attempt a change.”

The stance-switching discussion caused
Coach Tony Cuccinellp to recall some
imitators in the past,

“Les Bell, with the old Cards, copied
Rogers Hornsby,” remembered Tony.
“Of course, he-wasn’t quite so extreme.
But Bell was successful imitating him.

“Nobody ever copied Al! Simmons’
bucket style, 1 would say. George
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‘He Could Stand on Head,
Anything Okay, Says Leo

TUCSON, Ariz.—Leo Durocher is
keeping his own counsel when it
comes to Bobby Thomson's new
batting stance. "I'm not sayving
a thing,” the Giants' manager ex-
plains. “Last veur he hit about
90 during our stretch drive and
who am I to change him? At that
pace, 1 don't care if he hits stand-
ing en his head”

Fisher copied Babe Ruth to such an
extent that he used to tell the pitcher
to wail until he got into Ruth's exact
position. He hit about 345 for the
Giants, but they let him go becuuse he
wasn't a Ruth in the field.”

Red Kress, now managing Daytona
Beach, remembers how Lew Fonseea,
when he piloted the White Sox, “(ried
to make myself and Johnny Iodapp
copy him. He messed us both up. In
Johnny's care he was getting about
200 hits a year before Fonseca tried io
get him to change.

“"But Jackie Hayes, the White Sox
second baseman, who hadn't been a
good hitter, copied Lew's siyle as soon
as Fonseca became the manager, And
Jackie had a great wyear."

Barney McCosky, ohe of the few
active major leaguers possessing a lifes
time average above .300, ecadily admils
he was a copy-cat.

"I copied Charley Gehringer,” he says
frankly. “Gehringer was my idol.
When 1 was a kid in Detreit I'd go to
the ball gamnes and walch only him.
I wouldn’t pay much atfention 1o the
game., When I was 11 years old I was
trying to nniwate his stance.

“Then when I came up !o the Tigers
at -the age of 21 Charlgy vrorked with
me. My stance was so nearly a dupli-
cate of his that a Detroit paper once
ran photos of our baiting postures with
our uniform numbers blanked off, The
caption read: 'Which is Charley? Which
is Barney?'

“Gehringer said the only way he could
tell the difference was that my hips
were slimmer,

“I firmly believe my hitting success
resulted from copying Gehringer.”

All right, is it wise to be original or
a copy cal? You kick it around, Chun.
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