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BASEBALL

PITTSBURGH=Andy Van
Slyke couldn™t figure i: oul.
“It was driving me crazy.” said

e e — ] P P—

* the Pittsburgh Pirates outfielder.

- "One hit everyv game. No more. It
' must have been u month since |
i had a two-hit game.”
. He broke out June 26 against
the Chicago Cubs when he ho-
mered, singled twice, drew a
walk and made a throw to the
piate to complete a double play
. and help save a 52 viclory.
- “"You wish every night at the
bail park was hike that. but you
know it can't be.” said Van Slyke,
who had collected 37 hits in his
i last 107 tries to lift huis average to
! 283 He had 10 homers. 37 RBls
and 20 stolen bases

He has come o long way {rom
-ihe confused young man who was
packaged with catcher Mike La.
Valliere anc pitcher Mike Dunne
by the S5t. Louis Cardinals for
i catcher Tony Pena on Apnl 1.
it Traded to Pittsburgh? Why not
i Siberia® Or Candiestick Park?
' Hehad a beautiful home in sub-
: urban St. Louwis. the tulips he
" planted were about to come up
. and he hac been plaving in a
' basebatli-crazv city. And then
along came Puttsburgh

“1 guess | Ninaliy accepled the
trade about the ime | started
swinging the bal well.” said Van
Slyke 1 just got to thinking that |
had to make the best of the situa-
tion. i didnt want to go through
the whole vear the way |l started.
.| could have made excuses, but
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Van Slfke Heats Up, Lets Go of Past

I'm not that wav.”

“We talked.” said Manager Jim
Levland "He had a lot on his
mind at first. He had to move his
family out of a beautiful home.
He was gomg to a club that was
strugghing 1o get out of last place.
But he's a real quality person—
and he happens 1o play the game
pretly good.”

_"Andy could have packed it 1n
-early,” said LaVailiere. "He couyld
have said “Why did this happen to

. me? and gone oyt and made ex-

Andy Yan Slyke impresses teammate Mike
basketbail skilis during a rain delay.

Diaz with his

cyses. He had a chance to gel
down on himself.” .

Instead. Van Siyke fought back
and eventually realized that he
was nel going to wake up some
meorning and find out it all had
been a bad dream.

“The attitude | ook was that
the Cardinals didnt want me any-
more.” he said.

“And, know what? | have (o be

o am
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lieve the Pirates got the better

end of the deal.”
BOB HERTIZEL
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CHICAGO—The Chicago Cubs’
farm svstem. directed by Gordon
Goldsberry, Scott Reid and Bill
Harford. was in evidence as rook-
s who were injury repiace-
ments kept the club buoyant n
the [ast hailf of June -

Center fieider Dave Martinez,

who had siruggled as the No R
mitter, batted 353 his first two
weeks as leadoll man in place of
. disabled Ryne Sandberg

Les Lancaster replaced oftin-
jured Scott Sanderson n the rota-
| tion. After two slaris, he had his
| first major league victory and a
284 ERA
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Paul Noce hit 308 for the
month as a vubity infielder and

then a replacement for Sandberg

al second base.

Mike Brumiey made just one
error in two weeks af shortstop.
taking the piace of disabled
Shawon Dunston, and he had
three hils in one game.

Rafael Palmeiro had lour
exira-base blows among his first
Elghl hits as platoon left helder
with Jerry Mumphrey,

Martinez was below 200 in
mid-May. He didn’t begin 1o hit
until Sandberg was lost with
siretched ankle higaments.

“Leading off 1s what | hike
best,” Martinez said “I'm getling
my hands around on the ball
(Coach) Biliy Wilhams heiped o
lot with that.”

In Lancaster's firs! two starts,
he himited the Mel~ to one run in
seven inmngs before a crowd of
42,000 at Shea Stadium. then beat
the Expos in Montreal

“1 know 1t can be difficult going
up and down—=a change of sce-
nery and all—but this kKid has ice
waler in his veins,” pilching
coach Herm Starretle said “He
bas four pitches and, as a rule,

| |
| .
L |
Dave Martinez '
can get them all over ~ _

Starrette and Manager Gene |
Michael liked Lancaster in spring |
raimng. :

"He's not in awe of anvihing or
anvone.” Michael said of the
Texan, who was signed by Billv
Capps as a free agent alter lead- |
ing Dallas Baptist to the NAIA |
World Series in 985

sanderson’s latest injury was o
pulled groin muscle. He starred |
the season on the disablec List
wilh a shoulder problem

“Scott has shown he can’ lake
us too far into a game” Michael
<a1d. “"He tears the bullpen up. |
‘and that scares me You never |
know when vou're going to get a |
twostnming job from him .

JOE GODDARD
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missing,” he said. “Also, being on
base and creating the opportunities
for runs. I accept it as a challenge.
After going through difficult times,
I know better times are ahead.

“I'll be 26 (March 12), and I'm on
the uprise. I want to be considered
a complete player.” '

His teammates already consider
him that.

“He's an everyday player who
combines power with speed,” Goo-
den said. “If I'm on the other team,
I have 1o plan my entire pitching
game around him. That’s the way I
face the Phillies when (Mike)
Schmidt's in the lineup. If he's not
in the lineup, a. pitcher feels like
he’s at an advantage going in.

. 'Without Darryl for an entire
year, our chances of winning would
diminish.”

“It's amazing to me what Dar-
ryl's capable of doing,” said Wally
Backman. "“He's capable of 50
home runs and 50 stolen bases.
That's not easy. You need breaks
But he does have the ability."”

“If Darryl's out of the lineup, we

could get by for a few days,” Maz-
- zlli said. “But then it starts to af-
fect how others in the lineup are
pitched to. After a week, we'd miss
him terribly.” |

“You know what's scary?” Back-
man asked. “He's capable of doing
this for a long time, the next seven
years at least.”

And despite the efforts of a
sometimes difficult New York
press to trade Strawberry because
of the controversies surrounding
him, you can bet he'll be doing it
for the Mets ]

“I have no intention of trading
Darryl Strawberry,” General Man-
ager Frank Cashen said emphati-
cally. Case closed. .

DAN CASTELLANO

MONTREAL EXPOS

Tim Raines makes the Montresal
Expos click.

Arguably the best leadoff batter
in-baseball, Raines is the catalyst
for Montreal's offense—the player
the Expos could least afford to lose.

“Without him in the lineup, it
takes our offense down a notch—
more than that,” said third base-
man Tim Wallach. “When he’s (on
base) we get more good pitches to
hit, and he keeps pressure on the
defense. With the things he does,
he puts us over the top. Instead of
us being an ‘average offensive
team, he makes us an outstanding
offensive team.” -

Although Raines missed spring
training and all of April as an un-
signed free agent a year ago, he
still led the National League in
runs scored with 123 and hit .330,
just four points below his league-
leading figure of 1886. Raines also
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Arguaby
catalyst of the Expos’ offense.

had 34 doubles, a career-high 18
home runs and 68 runs batted in.
After stealing at least 70 bases in
each of his first six seasons, Raines
swiped 30 last year.

Wallach had 26 homers, 123 RBIs
and a major league-leading 42 dou-

bles last season, but he attributes.

much of his production to Raines’
presence in the lineup.

~ "If Rock (Raines) hadn't been
there, I don't know what I would
have done,” Wallach said. “Rock is
the one who makes this team go.
He was out there a lot when | was
hitting. He gives everybody in the
order confidence and makes it eas
ier for everybody behind him."”

Manager Buck Rodgers is reluc-
tant to pick one man as being indis
pensable “because this is a team
game. But he proved the spark for
us last year. We were struggling to
play .500 without him.

“Certainly one man makes a dijf-
ference from time to time. Tim
Raines is the kind of guy on our
ball cilub who makes a difference.
He's one man who makes more of
a difference.” '

The Expos were 8-13 when
Raines played his first game last
year. In dramatic fashion at Shes
Stadium May 2, Raines tripled,
walked and singled twice before
beating the Mets with a 10th-inning
grand slam. )

“*He’'s the catalyst for our of-
fense,” Rodgers said. “He's a .300-
plus hitter who's capable of steal-
ing 75 bases a year with a high per-
centage. He gets the base on balls,
and he's also got the ability to drive
hame runs. In the last couple of
years, he's hit the long ball."”

Despite his late start in 1987,
Raines was named to the All-Star

.team for the seventh straight year.

He then collected three hits in as
many at-bats, including the game-.
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best leadoff man In ll, Tim
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Raines

5

Is the

winning triple in the 13th inning, in
being named Most Valuable Player
of the All-Star Game at Qakland.
Although Raines stole only 50
bases last season, he tried to steal

just 55 times. -

What does Raines mean to the

H

Expos?

“Everything,”” said Hubie

Brooks. “Offensively, he's the story.
As he goes, we go. If he stops, we
stnp. His hitting has improved. His
renning is more disciplined. ['ve
seen his confidence grow. I think
his confidence is great, and it rubs
off. His level of intensity has im-
proved in the last couple of years.
And he can put a game away for us
if he has to.”

Is the 28-year-old Raines the
club’s most indispensable player?

“There's no doubt in my mind,”
Brooks said.

“He's a multi-talented hitter and
performer on the bases and at-
bat,” Rodgers said. “But he's much
better than adequate on defense.
He's made himself a good defen-
sive player. The only drawback is
he doesn't have a rifle arm. He gets
a good jump on the ball, and he's
always in position to make the
throw. He's learned how to play the
game defensively with his limited
throwing ability.”

IAN McDONALD

. PITTSBURGH PIRATES

One night during spring training
Andy Van Slyke found himself on a

i

radio call-in show back to Pitts-
burgh when a caller reminded him
of a commenmnt St. Louis Manager
Whitey Herzog had made when
Van Slyke was with the Cardinals.

“With Andy Van Slyke, what you
see is what you get,” Herzog was
quoted as saying.

“That was one of Whitey's fa-
mous quotes over the winter,” Van
Styke said. “He called me a .260 or
270 hitter, a 60-RBI man.”

The words ate their way into the
back of Van Slyke's mind. He didn™
[ind them particularly "inspiring.
But when the caller brought them
up, Van Slyke smiled. :

“I'm glad the caller called and
reminded me of that, because 1 al-
ways did feel [ could do better. All |
needed was the chance,” he said.

The chance was given him not
by the Cardinals, but tﬁﬁﬁtlshurgh
Pirates, who on. April [} 1887, trad-
ed their most popular:player—
Tony Pena—to St. Lowis for Van
Slyke, calcher Mike LaValliere and
pitcher Mike Dunne.

LaValliere won a Rawlings Gold
Glove, Dunne became THE SPORT-
ING NEws National League Rookie
Pitcher of the Year and Van Slyke
became, quite simply, the Pirates’
most indispensable player.

“The Pirates knew | wasn't a
one- or twodimensional player,”
Van Slyke said. "Through the
course of a game there's a lot of
things [ can do to help a team, even
if it's just cutting a ball off in the
gap to keep a guy from scoring
from first and we win by one run.”

It is difficult to imagine that the
Pirates would be one of baseball’s
most improved teams if Van Slyke
wasn'l around.

Their No. 3 hitter and center
flielder established career highs in
every offensive category but walks
(Continued on Page 28, Column 1)

Hop Aboard 'tjrhe Worth Power Cell
..and Hold On!
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N.L.E hs'r week,” Van Slyke said. “l;itst, 1| said. “As far as my average and | veteran reliever Kent Tekulve had | National Leagli_fr history to reach
moved into my house in Pittsburgh. { home runs go, | need to-improve. | a quick answer, double figures in doubles, triples,
(Continued From Page 23) F'd like to hit 300, and I should be home runs and stolen bases in each

last season. He hit .293 with 21
homers, 36 doubles, 11 triples, 82
runs batted in and 34 stolen bases.

For the first time in his career
he was a regular, had 500 at-bals
and proved Herzog right: What you
saw was a budding star.

“It seems like 1 was always pul
in that ‘can't miss' calegory—un-
limited potential,” Van Slyke said.
"“What does that mean? Where do
you peak out?

“Then I'd start wondering: "If I'm
a 'can't miss’ player, why am |
being platooned?’ [ was always pla-
tooned with the Cardinals.”

Van Slyke, 27, did not accept
being traded happily. It was a trau-
matic experience, going from a
pennant contender 1o a team that
figured to linger in last place, play-
ing before crowds of hundreds in
Three Rivers Stadium.

- Manager Jim Leyland started

_ Van Slyke in right field, his position
in 5t. Louis, and rested him against
tough lefthanders.

Then, suddenly, Van Slyke ac-
cepted Pittsburgh, and the city ac-
cepted him.

"It was a combination of three

things that happened within one

1 could get into my own bed, walch
my own TV, The first three and a
half weeks of the season I stayed at
the Vista Hotel. Then 1 moved to

center field. | moved there the

same night 1 moved my locker in
the locker room. Those things all
happened, and I felt at home.”

He got hot at the plate and
began playing center field as it
hadn’t been played in Pittsburgh in
decades.

In fact, Van Siyke is disappointed
that he did not win a Gold Glove,
finishing behind San Diego's Tony
Gwynn, Cincinnati's Eric Davis and
the Cubs' Andre Dawson in the vot-
ing of managers and coaches,

“] played 157 games and made
four errors. [ don’t know how many
putouts [ had, but I know I had
more than Andre Dawson (Van
Slyke had 328 and Dawson 271,
Gwynn 298 and Davis 380). I don't
know how many errors they had
(Davis ahd Dawson had four
apiece and Gwynn six), but I
thought I should have won the Gold
Glove," Van Slyke said.

The mos{ encouraging thing is
that, like Van Slyke, the Pirates are
young and seemingly improving.

"l dont know what I can do,” he

why I couldn't steal 50 bases.

able to. If 1 stay aggressive delen-
sively and on the bases, it will
carry over to my hitting. If I can
cut down on my strikeouts (122)
and walk more, | see no reason

should drive in 100 runs, but RBI
production is equivalent to the two
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Juan Samuel

guys in front of you." . he's a threat to go deep and his av-
BOB HERTZEL erage is improving. But the biggest

[ 1! thing is that he plays hard every

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES | | single day. He's always there.”:

seasons with the Phils.

On the subject of Juan Samuel's

"Sammy's an ability guy—capa-
bility, flexibility and durability,”
Tekulve said. “Because of his abili-
ty, he can bat anywhere in the line-
up and do an efficient job. That
gives the manager the flexibility to
I'( make a lineup work. He basically
gives yoil every dimension offen--
sively. He's gol the great speed,

Indeed, Samuel has played in 160
or more games in three of his four

“I'd sure hate to think of him not
being here,"” Manager Lee Elia
said of the 27-year-old second base-
man. “From an offensive stand-
point, there's no question you'd
have a void without him. As a man-
ager there are times you want to
sit him out & game S0 he can get a
rest, but you almost have to fight
him te do it. And, in the end, you
give in because you know deep
down that it'll be a struggle to re-

*place him at the top of the lineup.”

Perhaps the statistic that best il-
lustrates Samuel's many talents is
the “quadruple double.” Last sea-
value to the Philadelphia Phillies, | son he became the first player in

of his first four seasons. He estab-
lished career highs with 28 homers,
100 runs batted in and 37 doubles.

Samuel also led the N.L. for the
second time with 15 triples and
stole 35 bases. In his career, he has
averaged 102 runs scored per year.

“I think I can reach those num-
bers as long as [ stay healthy,”
Samuel said. "It's not something
I'm out there trying to do, but the
numbers just sort of pop up be-
cause of the way I play. The part of
the game I probably like best is,
running. I like stealing bases, and I
love the three-base hit."”

I he has his way, Phillies Presi-
dent Bill Giles will see to it that
Sarmuel spends many more years
in Philadelphia compiling impres-
sive statistics—and money.: The
club avoided arbitration with its
two-lime All-Star by agreeing to a
one-year pact worth a base salary
of $1.09 million, a raise of $430,000.

“1 never feel badly aboul giving
out a big contract to a player who
produces,” Giles said, “and Sammy
has produced the way we've hoped
he would every year. We'd like to
get him to sign a8 multi-year deal
after the season. He just gets better
and better, You have no doubt he'l
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Bob Horner has 215 major laague o rmmmsfummnmmisnam-
homera, but ha'll find fonces in 0) and fisdding {.982) and poaltion. . . . St Louls BAruns |
CARDINALS $27-519 in seven- msmmmﬁﬁm than In ) : 15}1.armm1 in'a 61-32 siart, With dack Clark being
' plus ysars with the | attanta’s “Launching Pad™ or the (32-23). | pliched around or Injured, the norm was
85-67/ 18 In 1587. Cardinals; 1,086- | japanese bandboxes In which he Daybey sach had | 3.9 thd rest of the way. . . . Clark, who had
| 916 overall. played last season. The Cards are Colefnan not only | 35 homers and 106 REls and led tha N.L. in
axcited about Jose'Delson, who 289, ... Ozzie | walks (138), on-basa parcantage (.458)
was from tha Chisox, de- Jhit 303and | and nnwmhnn[ﬂ?;.hm
spite his 32-55 career record .« . Ho Cardinal won mora than 11 games,
i
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ITTSE Jim Leyland Shortstop Fellx anﬂn.whnl'ﬂTr' L. lead with 13 | Only two slarting pitchers on the rbater | Thrift and Manager; Jim Leyland made
l;l“ﬁglﬁﬂ : .Esnlnﬂﬁlt-hnlsmtmultu .. . Tha players acquired from S1. | have as many as two years in the majors. mmmwnﬂﬁmmn-
144 -180 in two | being promoted from Doubde A, has made pop- | One of thom, Brian Flaher, had 8 4.52 ERA | rates within one victory of & break-even
lbiL years with the Pi- | a chance to become a key Agure In look like a | kst year. The cther, Bob Kipper, wes 5-8 | geason. That meraly demonstrates, howey-
80-82/ dthin  §rares the Pirates' youth movement. The Mike Dunne was 13-68 with a 3.03 | with 8 5.4 ERA. . . . Pittsburgh was 5.0in | ar, how far this young ball chub stilt has to
1987. § Bucs also have high hopes for catcher Mike LaValibere hit 300 and | one-run games last season. . . . Tha Plrates & better team this'year, even if
l:rm ; Saseer, I:I*:idﬂﬂ'l szm ﬁﬂfﬂlkgﬂéﬂ wﬁ:glﬂmam: dha u:‘nni;l:l dmrl::ﬁ it. Tha Pvltﬁtﬂ
dacide he nedds | Shyke hit 293 with 21 homers, 3 a cousd up as sacond—or take a
34 wleals, . haven't had a winning record gince 1883, step backwird toward the cellar,
Dva Dmmer . - ve-ieading 200 | Tie Cuds wera 37- 53 sgmingt ML,
R Dupesn Wit | rivals In 1087, , . . Cube.
L L ye with the TN jn Captur - ', civielon - high 4.55 ERA, rieh
L [Cube; 620-800 - firet Sesnon |“low ive shututs, _
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- NTREAI Buck Rodgers record in | Rivers and Paredes have Thare Is no greater testimony to Buck
E‘:ln g - ] axtra- | al-bats betwean them, " man. IHIHM{IPIEEHM
PO 253-231 In three baseman | ers on the Expos’ 81 victorles In 1087, The club seems 1o
yaars wiih the hit .208 with 26 homers and | to hit four homers in 1 have twa many queation marks Up tha mid-
91-71/3¢d In 1887, Expos; 377-333 Tim Raines hit .330 and | Brooks on his in die to duplicate that feal again, And the im-
overall. thandars Dennds | REI now that he's an outfleider? | presshse slatistics in one-run end extra-in-
whohave had | ... Wil Andres Galarvaga, who hit .205 nl'nglg:lm lends Credence to the theory
ture—and the present probiems with chemical abuse In the past, | wih 80 RBIs last year, be suffichently re- | that the Expoa did It wit!? mirrors last year.
combined for an 18-4 record. coverad from a thumb Injury to contribute?
P
PLAYER OF YEAR: " ROOKIE OF YEAR: ALL-DIVISION TEAM: 1B—Keith Hernandez, New York Mets; 2B—Ryne Sand-  PROJECTED LEADERS: HR—Darryl Strawberry, New York Mats: RBI—Darryl
berg, Chicago Cubs; S5—0zzie Smith, St. Louls; 38—~Mike Schmidi, Philadel - Elrnweggz_ﬂhmﬂﬁ—m Ralnes, Montreal, RUNS—Tim Raines; HITS—Tim
Dwight Gooden, N.Y. Mats  Kevin Elster, New York Mets  phia; LF—Tim Raines, Montreal; CF—Andy Van Slyke, Pittsburgh; RF—Damyl - Raines; Vince Coleman, 51, Louls; 1 Gooden, New York Mets:
Strawberry, New York Mets; C—Jody Davts, Chicago Gubs; RHP—Dwight Goo- . ERA—Gooden; STRIKEOUTS—Gooden; SAVES—Todd Worrek, St. Louis. -
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