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. Guardian; Case Gets Top
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rugged and slick with his feet. He hits
ever, but there was the little item of

. aceept more hatti

‘. eondition that has since been remedied.

. ftﬂtﬁtrqﬁhe saw him, but one member

- pinch-hitter in the final days of the

_“hﬁ\‘-.whmhesingl d
- Wi eager to steal, ¢ and mow he
&Hmundc:r

| Frisch Hits High“C’on
asMoundHopefor Pirates|
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| Fraskie, Fresh From Hospital, Filled With Optimism Over

- Ontlook; Benswanger Back From Visit to California;
"~ Pirates Take Off for Muncie Camp March 14
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By CHARLES J. DOYLE

ont e e
nt-line eld situation on
his favorite club has not reached the stape where he
will try & comeback, but the O Flash was a rarin'
to go somewhere when he left M

week in the wake of a minor opera
unds of excess

. upwards of 20
try blasts of

S -
- is a chance, however, that the Flash may lose a couple of important
" mento IInEle Sdm before the starting gong sounds, and it hﬂ does,
be will be right in the same boat as the Cardinals, the Giants, the

Frisch i

Cop to Patrol
= First for Nats

&
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Bitka Looms as Initial Sac

Senatorial Salary

———

By SHIELEY POVICH

WASHIINGTON, D, C.
A Canonsburg, Fa, policeman may
arrest the attention of Manager Ossie
Eiusge of the Nats when the infielders
and oytfielders of the Washington squad
repart for spring training on March 20
at the University of Maryland campus.
cop is Ed Butka, a big first base-
+man, who works at being a policeman

the off-season. .
- Amofg Butks's shining sssets s a
§-F card stamping him phys-
unfit for military duty, but there
‘other items which will interest
when the big fellow - reports.
is a high possibility that a battle
the first-base job will develop be-

Butkn and veteran Joe Kuhel
. Bulka was bought by the Nats last
fummer from*Springfield of the East-
em League. He led that circuit in hit-
_ting for most-of the season and finished
up with an estimable 298 average for
theﬂm_ He is built on the perfect
of a fHrst baseman, all,
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and throws righthanded.
Defensively, Butka is no Kuhel, how-

s 213 average with the White
hhﬂmmﬂﬂﬂlﬁ;lumiﬂnnmﬂh
X strength at the sac-
rifice of defensive talent. It was Ku-
hels worst year at bat in the big
leagues, incidentaily, and probably ex-
cusshle inasmuch as he suffered

ut the season from a hernia

-Robbed Case of Stolen Base With Hit
was impressed with Butka the

ashingtan team, Geor

feit no instant affection mmeﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Eﬂﬁm Springfield. Butka made his
o dppearance with the Nais as a

Tace when Case was trying 1o overhaul
Wﬂlr‘ Moses for the base-stealing
championship. Case had failed to get
@ base, however, until his last time

way and had a b
ﬁﬂiﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂpi&;\rhﬂ all ofa m:m:[iE
swung. It was a len
::*ﬁ-bamﬂ that hit the center Eﬁg
on ﬂ'l_! ﬂg. a nice hit for a rookie
, m, LHut it rob Case
Precious siolen halse. bed of @
ﬂﬂg of Clark Griffith's major heldout
Vﬂnlrshﬂd this weel, incidentally,
Fved in e eract of Case ar-
In uriously enou
Batig's signed contract for 1944 mgk

which the flashy Case has
3 salary increase,

season led the league in
falng for the fifth censecutive’
Peak with his €1 thefts, and also topped
In runs scored. His 294 bat-
was tops on the Washing-
stamped him as the fourth
u“&fﬂfﬁ in the league. He now

A est-pai
ash paid player on the

PITTSEURGH, Pa.
sure he could qualify ss a

Hospital this
n. Frank Jost
Egage in the win-
a, and was the picture of health

when he returned, but he required some surgical at-
tention and when he departed for New Rochelle
4  early this week, he was loaded with optimism.
The Pirate pilot is not saying much about pen-
-/} nants, but, after scanning the rosters of other cll)uhs
=/ in the loop and comparing them with his own list
of athletes, he naturally feels that the Bucs should
be right up there in the thick of the flag fight. There

bounding Basque is a good,

leadoff batter. The lack of p
flected smong the Pirate outfielders in
the 1843 season kept the Pitisburgh
production down; in other words, Cos-
carart would even Jook beiter at the
top of the order, if the fiychasers wers
playing & 30 {une with the bat, col-

He's Strong for Long John

Frisch also had a good word for John-
ny Gee before he took off for the home
hearth. In the course of a fanning bee
in Frank's hospital room, Ter Seorting
News™ correspondent brought out the
fact that Southpaw Preacher Hoe had
just signed a Pittsburgh contract. The
Fugitive from the Cardinal chain gang

B |
Mack Sees Pitisburgh Again

Mack reached Pittsburgh on his
long-delayed wisit, Dr, A. K. Craity,
who covered the Pirales as a base-
ball writer whea Mack played here
# years ago, was at the station,

Cratty, close to 80 and, like Mack,
in wonderful condition, walked
Mack past old-time scenes like Old
Exposition Park, former home of the
Bues., Later he hiked Connie high
onte the melting-pot hill district,
home of a dozen races. He wanted
to have Mack meet Father Law-
rence O'Connel], who has done mar-
velous charity ‘'work for the poor
children.

The pair finally located Father
O'Connell in a barber shop. Connie
insisted on waiting 15 minutes dur-
ing the lonsorial operation to meet
the beloved padre of the poor.

B
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was just about the best pitcher in the
minor loops in the "43 season, his clever
slab work swaying the Columbus club
as it rode to the top spot in the Ameri-
can Associalion playeffs and followed
through by winning the Liflle Werlds
Series at the expense of Jewel Ens'
clever Syracuse club of the Internation-
al League. Although I have not seen
Roe in action, I venture to state that
he might be a Pirate regular in the com-
ing race. Frisch is impressed by the
feats of the American Association strike-
out king, but he also spoke up for Gee,
who has had more misforiune in his
shart major league career than 19 out of
20 major leaguers.
“Gee looked fine at times last season
and maybe he'll be even better in this
race,” was the way Frisch put it. In
Johnny, Walter Hebert, Art Cuccurullo
and Roe, Frisch will have four clever
southpaws available, wheress he was
handicapped through a lack of lefi-
handers last season. Hebert, for ex-
ample, is 3 betler pitcher than his record
attezls in his first year with the Bucs,
The Pirale office did a good business
on signed contracts since the last re-
port was made. Among those aulo-
graphing new documents were Jack
Barrett, Frank Colman, Lee Handley,
Al Rubeling, Hank Camelli. Harry Ama-
to, Tommy O Brien and Jim Hopper.
Bill Benswanger iz back on the job,
following an extended visit to Cali-
fornia. Bill mised the Pittsburgh
sporis writers' dinaer. -
The Pirates will take off for Muncie
at noon on Tuesday, March 14. Boss

n club, replacin Dutch
h'nm]inﬂmtmla.ph ¢ .u ¢

Frisch expects to return from his home
in time to take charge of the party.
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Gerald Walker Says Game
Began Slipping Before War

should know what it means
not te kmow how to execute 8 Tun-
and-hit or squeeze play; he's been
in on 'em, more or less success-
fully, for 13 summers in the Big

Necrology f

‘Thomas E. Mills, T & prominent fg-
ure in Notre Damannnﬂgﬂaﬂcamdafns-
mer sporis commentator with the Na-
tional Eroadeasting Company, died of
a heart sttack in a shower room in the
Rockne Memorial field house at Notre
Dame, Ind, February 25. He was a
cirector of the Rockne Memorlal, and
effiliated with the faculty as a speech
m&lf;uctnr. '

Omaha, Neb., Central High schools and
at Creighton-University before return-
ing to Beloit in 1920, where he was
director of athletics and hepd coach in
foothall and basketball. He served as
assistant coach under the' late Knute
Hockne st Notre Dame from 1926 {0
1330; was bead football coach at George-
town University in Washington, D. C.,
from 1930 io 1932; head foothall coach
and head of the speech department at
Arkansas State University for- two
years and resigned o join the National
Broadeasting Company, later returning
to Notre Dame.

Two sons, beth in the Army, and a
daughter survive. His wife died in

sons, passed away in Worcester, Mass,
December 19, after a long illness,
friends have learned. His older broth-
or, Martin, was with Pilisburgh in
1893, and the Boston Braves from 1897
to 1899, dying in 1900,

Horn in North Brookfield, Mass,, June
13, 1873, William was considered one
of the best fielding calchers in . the
game gnd few base runners togk lib-
erties with his arm. After playing two
seasons with Fort Wayne, he went to,
the Cincinnati Heds in 1M1 and was
bought by Brooklyn in 195 to remsin
until the spring of 1912, when he was
released 1o Baltimore. Subsequently,
he was with Newark, Scranton and
Greenshoro, retiring from Seranton’ in
1917. He ied National League eatchers
in fielding in 1%8 and 191L

His wife of 41 years survives,

J. A. (Jack) Corrigan, former minor
league player and manager, fell dead
on the steps at the front of his home
in Stanley, N. D. February 2Z Post-
master at the. North Dakota town
since 1934, he was 66 years old. Surviv-
ing are the widow, one daughter, three
brothers and a sister.

After playing with various clubs in
the Northern League in the early part
of the century, Jack managed teams at
Green Bay, Wis., Lethbridge, Alta,, and
Hochester, Minn., and also was active in
sermi-pro ball at Kalispell, Mont, and
in Northwest North Dakota,

Willinma Young Knowlion, 45, former
pitcher with the Philadelphin Athletics
and many minor league clubs, died Feb-
ruary 25, as he stepped from a trolley
car near his home in Philadelphia.
Death was due to 2 heart aitack.

Knowlton broke in with the A's in
1920 and finizshed the season with Peters-
hurg in the Virginia League. Afler pitch-
ing semi-pro ball for a year, he returned
ta Organized Ball with Jersey City and
Crisfield, Md., in 1922, Subseguently
he pilched for Wilkes-Barre, Toronio,
Williamnsport and Decatur, IIl. .

Pa'll T. Sunday, son of the late
evangelist, William A. Sunday, who
starred as an outfielder in the National
League in the ‘Bls, was killed with
three others, February 24, when a Navy
patrol bomber erashed against a moun-
tainside in low clouds and snow fur-
ries near Palmdale, Calif. He was a
test pilot-for Lockheed Alrcraft Cor-
poration at Burbank, Calif. Thirty-six
years old, Paul was born many years
after his father retired from the game.
The elder Sunday died November &,

1935,
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Never Picked?

Despite Brilliant Feats, Red
Ace Always Is Passed Up
in Awarding Honors

By TOM SWOPE
CINCINNATI, 0.
It"s comman
knowledge that the
Cincinnati Reds
have a Riddle who
hos been one of
ithe chief pitching
riddles of the Na-
X Ehnnnl League JI+tnunv
opponerts
2\ two of the three
1%7 seasons he has
232+ toiled on the
: 7 mound for Mana-
, ger Bill McKech-
~ Elmer nie. But there's
meﬂq dil.ﬂlddl!ht :ahuut Elmer uﬁldﬂh than
Tl § réepresen {0 enemy
batsmen. F
This riddle is: “Why isn"t Riddle pick-
ed for any distinctive honor?”
McKechnie began, using Elmer as a
starting hurler in 1M1 and by Al-Star |
game time that year he had » record
of nine viciories and no defeats and
had beaten all opposing teams, except
Pittshurgh. Against the Pirates he had | ¥

pitched only four and une-third in- | it Wosoneof the firse Longi
nings-in @ relief role without sllowing | Pro0f warches to be made. Then he fost

any tuns or hits, it and two winters were to pass before ha

Buk was Elmer picked for the Nation. | #Ould 8¢ it again, Co
il League's A]l-spt:?pnchjng staff that | ‘Oneday his son was mowing the lawn
year? Hz was not. Nor did he come | 8nd breathing the sweet smell of newly
close to winning the most valuable | €Ut grass when something :hiuLm the
player award at the end of the season, | kround caught hiseye. It wasthe long lose
even though he was the leaguc's lead- | Watch, none the worse for ies long slecp
ing pitcher with 19 victories against of two winters in’ cthe snow. - o
four defeats and an edmed-run aver- | His son wears it prowdly today, & very
age of 224 for each nine innings. perfect timepicce that has run for thirty=
Elmer's sophomore year as a start-

b6l 'Z HOUYW 'SMIN DNILYOLS IHL ¥

Fhew 3 f.-".-'":-' ',.-':ﬂ "}r,.ll"r' r',-",.-". g .-"..-_,.-'".l',r'.

foee  arenfera dre e Jree be
r was in 1910 chiat a New York hankgr
lﬁt this Longines warch as a birthday
He was naturally proud of it becausa

one of its thirty-three years of life. .

ing hurler wasn't so hot, not because | Th personal expetiences of hundreds of

- m | el
L] : n.n

Riddle 15th Cincy Hurler | time for o e, lons time s ioassood

With More Than 20 Wins | don that has been Iding for 77 yearse'

. . ines-Witnauey Watch Co., Inc, New

By winning 2) games snd losing Lﬂlﬁmt:ml, G e mk’:: of the

only 11 in 183, Elmer Riddle be-
came the fifieenth flinger in modemn
Cincinnati history to resch the
charmed circle of 20-game wvictors.
The 15 accomplished the feat on
25 occasions—Paul Derringer four
and Pele Donchue each three times

and Bucky Walters twice.
]

his pitehing was inferior, but because
luck didnt run Lis way often encugh
to bring him inte the spellight. He
held his foes to an average of less than
one hil an inning and pitchers wha do
that do not excclly grow in clusiers
like cherries.

But Elmer came back with a bang in
1M3 in hiy junior year as one of the
McHechnie troupe of starters and the |
riddle about Riddle grew more complex
when the pickers again passed him up.

Nol Even In All-Star Lineup

When the All-Star game was played
last July, Elmer agoln was denied a
place on his league's pitching staff, even
though he then possessed a season's
record of 11 victories and four defeals,

Of his last 11 decisions previous to
the 1943 All-Star frolic at Philadelphia,
Eliner won ien and lost only one. His
11 viclories included at least one deci-
sion over each of the seven opposing
tleams.

But Elmer's name didn't appear on
the National’'s All-Star game roster.
In picking their All-Star game pitchers,
the league’'s managers went hook, line
and sinker for Morton Cooper, who
then had won 11 and lost five, as com-
pared to Riddie’s 11 and four record.
Why they slighted Elmer iz & mysiery,
ignoring him  while selecling some
pitchers with much poorer records for
the season.

By the time the season ended and
the members of the league's most val-
uable player committee began casting
their votes for the year's award, Rid-
dle, Cooper and Rip Sewell each owned
21 victories, fop total for the year in
the major leagues, with Elmer's 21
having a lot to do with making a
:tecg?li-pln:e team of his Cincinnati

(1}

But Elmer didn't poll many points in
the 1943 most vajuable player balloting,
the writers passing him up in some-
what the same manner as did the man-
agers in naming their all-slar staff,
They didn't give him quite as cold a
shoulder as did the managera- But it
was chilly enough.

Before that, however, the Riddle rid-
dle became more of a riddle when El-
mer was ignored In snother selection.
That was when the National League's
team was picked for the Pacific tour
which was to have taken place after
the World's Series, but was called off

Y
Wittnauer Watch a companion product of
unumn_l' wmerit. - . e

A
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by the War Depariment because the
trunsportation could not be spared,

Riddle volunteered to go. Make no
mistake sbout thal. As scon as the
blanks were made available ts mem-
bers of the Cincinnati team, he signed
up for the tour and had every reason
to believe he would be picked because
then, ns at the finish of the season, ha
was one of the circuit’s most success-
ful hurlers in games won and lost and
also one of its most effective ones,

But Elmer wasn't sclected for the
Pacific journey, while some less suec-
cessful pitchers were named. That
slight was a real blow 1o Elmer's
pride. It hurt him deeply. And it was
& slight that his mates also resented.

3
&
.

his mates. And you can bet that the
mild-mannered and soft-spoken Elmer
will go into action this season deter=
mined ta pitch so effectively that the
pickers no lenger dare to ignore him,
And his mates, realizing what a truly
fine pitcher he is, and what an asset
he iz to their team, will be in thers
bearing down with everything they
have when he's on the mound, frying
to help Elmer win the acclaim to which
they believe him entitled.
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