»~  Wertz was reacquired by the Tigers
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House Hunting Again
Going back to a team that
once traded you can stir
_some strange memories. Just
ask Dennis Maruk. Better
yei, ask Dennis’ wife, Joni
The last time Joni visited
the Twin Citles, she went to
_ ok Tor 8 new home and
wiund up boarding a piane

for Washington after hearing
that her husband had been

traded by the Minnesota
North Stars to the Washing-
ton Capitals
That was October 18, 1978
“] got there (after the Cleveland Barons merged with the
North Stars in the summer of 1878) and I liked it," Dennis
recalled. “1 liked the players and 1 enjoyed mysell. Thenext
thing I know, it's the start of the season and I'm traded.”
Actually, Maruk played in two games with the North Stars
(both losses) before that trade. In the last five seasons in Wash-
ington, the 58, 165-pound center scored more than 30 goals four
times, including 50 goals in 1980-81 and 60 goals in 1881-82.
Maruk was moved to left wing at Washington last season. His

By LARRY WIGGE,
Associate News Editor

production dipped to 31 goals and 50 assists. Though he was still .

the Capitals' leading < orer, he felt uncomfortable at his new
position and he was on the bottom rung on Washington's plus-
minus statistics at minus 21. At center, Maruk has always been
a tiny Keg of dynamite waiting to go off. But the Caps were
deep at center and thin on the left side. '

Msaruk, who was obtained by the North Stars from Washing-
ton for a second-round draft choice and an undisciosed amount
of cash July 6, will be back at center in Minnesota. .

] think Minnesota is geiting a steal of a deal,” Maruk confi-
dently told reporters shortly after the deal. “In my heart, I feel
1'm worth a whole lot more than a second-round draft pick. I'm
ﬂdtadnhmtcnmmgm:kandpmﬁngiri

Rebuttal to NHL's Free A y

When Maruk was traded by the North Stars to Washington
back in 1978, Minnesota received a first-round draft choice in
return. With that pick, Minnesota selected left wing Tom Mc-

Carthy. Now, with Maruk rejoining the North Stars, McCarthy .

is looking to bead to greener pastures.

McCarthy is one of the 189 players who became free agents
July 1. But M¢Carthy feels he is being confined on the free-
agent market . .

~ “Basebal is real free agency,” McCarthy told Dennis Brack-

in of the Minneapolis Star and Tribune. “This Is not complete .

free agency because of thé compensation. It shouldnt even be
called free agency. You're not making any declsions. It's all up

i .

i

Victor W. (Vie) Wertz, a slugging outfielder{irst baseman
who had a 277 career average and hit 266 homers in 17 major
league seasons but who was best remembered for an out he
made in the 1854 World Series, died in a Detrgit haspital July 7
while undergoing surgery to repiace a heart valve and com-
plete a coronary artery bypass. He was 58. |

Wertz came up with the Detroit Tigers in 1947 and played for
five other American clubs—St. Louls, Baltimore, Cleve-
land, Boston and Minnesota—befare retiring in 1963, He made

themusth.mmmt'nﬂfnrldﬂeﬂshlsmwwhen
-Willie Mays of the New York Glants chased down his long
drive in center field at the old Polo Grounds in the 1854 Serjes

opener and made an overtheshoulder catch. Wertz wentonto -

hit .500 for Cleveland in that Series, but the Indians were swept.
in-four games. ' :

First signed by the Detroit organization in 1842, Wertz speat
the next three years in military service, 22 months of it with an
infantry outfit in the South Pacific. Hezcame home without
being wounded, but prématurely bald at age 21 and was a regy-
h{hﬁmm 1847,

during
Boston that December for outfielder Jimmy Plersall. -~
: in 1961, and ip 1962 jed
* the AL with 17 pinch hits. He closad out his CAreerasa
occasional first baseman with the Twins in

pinch-hitter and
1963, having driven in 1,178 runs and compiled a 460 slhugging -
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to the clubs.” ’
Detroit defenseman Reed Larsop is another free agent who
finds his status disconcerting Larson, who has scored more
than 20 goals in each of the last four seasons and is one of the
best offensive defensemen in the NHL, is seeking a contract in
excess of $200,000 a year. Any team signing him would be
forced to give Detroit two first-round draft cholces or a first-
round pick and its fifth-best player, according to the current
compensation agreement, which is based on the amount of the
new contract the free agent signs. .
“I'm not very optimistic about getting an offer,” Larson said.

“1f you asked me, I'd have to say there are pnly three players
wuﬂhjhat much—Wayne Gretzky, Bryan Trottier and Mike

The best hope for most of the free agents is that their old
team can make a trade with another club and bypass the cur-
rent compensation agreement ,

McCarthy, though he is still by the old form of
compensation, isn't much better oft. He has to find a team
interested in his services and then the North Stars and his new
team have 1o come to an agreement on just compensation or
else go to a league-appointed arbitrator.

_ Overtime Pros and Cons

Bob Nystrom of .the New York islanders bas scored more
overtime goals than any other active player in the NHL, four.
But Nystrom doesn't like the new five-minute overtime that
will be implemented in the NHL this season. 2l

“] feel that a lot of times a tie game s very satisfactory,” the
hard-nosed right winger said: “If you work hard 10 come back
and tie a game, you don't want to lose it in overtime. So many
little things can happen.™

The overtime proposal gained 145 approval by the NHL's
Board of Governors June 23. Islanders General Manager Bill
Torrey was one of the five members of the board who voted
against the five-minute overtime concept (Boston, Detroit, New
immvwwmmeﬂhmwhnmmmemﬁ-
ve). .

“First, | don't know how many games are going to be decid- -

ed by going from 60 to 65 minutes,” Torrey explained. *“Philo-
sophically, if you're going to have overtime, you should play to
a conciusion like in the playoffs.” | -

Torrey figures the weaker teams will be hurt by overtime.
He feels it will widen the gap between the good teams and bad
teams. '

“Those who favor overtime figure
est,” Torrey said “1 hope they're right and I'm wrong, but I'feel
it will give a definite advantage to the stronger teams.”

Some governors actually wanted to award one point to the
losing team in overtime games, but that proposal was uncere-
moniously drepped. . . . Calgary Coach Bob Johnson remem-
bers overtime breaking plenty of ties when he coached at the

'OBITUARIES

it will create added inter-

University of Wisconsin. While; he, too, worries that overtime
might favor the better teams, Johnson feels there's encugh
luck involved in winning a sudden-death shootout that it wilk
help the game. “You take & shot, it goes off skate and the
game's over,” Johnson said . . ; Flames goaltender Rejean
Lemelin told Eric Duhatschek of the Calgary Herald that be
thinks overtime will increase the intensity of play in the closing
moments of time. “The last five mioutes of a game
will definitely be mhore interesting,” he said. “If a team knows
it'l have to go into overtime anyway, it may just try to win it in
r&gu!at’iarnﬂmea'ndpu]lmtaﬂthe artillery.”

Hotline Hearsay

Minnesota reportedly is discussing a trade with the Philadel
phia Flyers for hard-hitting right winger Paul Holmgren. Holm-
gremwhaanmdedmevmwuimmmsmm
St. Paul, has long been a favorite of North Stars G.M. Lou
Nanne. Holmgren, once consifered an untouchsble in Philadel-
phia, had enly 19 goals and 24 assists last season. His 178 penal-
ty minutes often got him in Coach Bob McCammon's doghouse.
Now, McCammoa has also taken on the Fiyers' G.M. duties and
he hinted to reporters recently that he might be very close to
making a deal. : S ,

The Flyers were said to have their eyes on free agent Mc-
Carthy or winger Paul Guay, or both. Guay, Minnespta's sixth-

round draft choice in 1981 from Providence College, recently-

made the US. Olympic squad
Meanwhile, MeCammon that Edmonton G.M. Glen

Sather has been pesteriag him about the availability of veteran
left winger Bill Barber. The way Sather, Nanne and the Flyers
wym;mmmmtummm

Former North Dakota defenseman Mickey Volcan, 21, is the
latest in the long list of players acquired by Calgary G-M. Cliff
Fletcher during the off-season. Volcan was obtained from Hart-
ford Julysinm fordefensemnen Richie Dunn and Joel
Quenneville. e had been obtained from New Jersey
just two weeks earlier.

The most misleading name on the NHL's free-agent list is
Marty Howe, who was one of Boston's most consistent defense-
men last season. Marty, ¥0u see, was on loan to the Bruins and

is expected to be welcomed back by Hartford for 1983-84. . . .
With Howe gone and the iffy status of veteran Hrad Park's -
knees, the Bruins are expected to sign Jim Schoenfeld, recently

released by Detroil

Baston's rugged right winger Terry O'Reilly is anxioustotry

his left knee, which was injured late last season and required
m.mwmmmwﬂwmum
the doctors put it to me. They compare it to gluing two pieces
of wood together. You know how you wait a few minutes then
give the pieces a little tug. just to see if they're secure? And if
the pieces come apart you say, ‘Oops, guess the glue wasn't
set.” ] -
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undefeated in 12 games before being beaten by
Stanford in the 1836 Rose Bowl, 70. '

Led by Walker, SMU won the conference title in 1947, fin-
ished the
Cotton Bowl, 13-13. Walker was a ¢onsensus Al-America at run-
ning back that season as a

The were 10-1 the next season, won apother SWC
championship and defeated Oregon in the Cotton Bowl, 21-13.
Walker and Rote were paired in the same backfield-in 1849, but
the SMU team was a major disappointment, finishing 541. .

Bell qult after that "49 season and was named SMU athletic
director in 1950. He retired in 1964. Beil was named to the
National Sports Hall of Fame in 1885 o
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