By TOM PEDULLA

NEW YORK-—Dave Winﬁeld ar-
rived at the New York Yankees'

spring training camp last year with

his usual high hopes. There wasno .

reason for him to feel otherwise.
He had batted .322 in 1988, the

second-highest ayerage
reer, had slammed more than 20

home runs for the 1ith time and

had driven in more than 100 runs
for the seventh season. The only
question about Winfield concerned
what new heights he could attain,

The ‘question about Winfield in

spring training this year is one that
has never been asked of him be-
fore: Can the 38-year-old Winfield
still play? |

Spring training for Winfield in
1989 pever led to the regular sea-
son. After his arrival at camp, he
discovered that the occasional
back stiffness he had experienced
the previous summer had flared
into severe pain.

“We tried all kinds of treat-

ments,” Winfield recalled. "It

wasn't coming around.”

He found himself in pain every
time he practiced.

“] was trying to go out there and

shag,” he said, “and I couldn't

" move toward the ball”

Winfield leftrthe Yankees' spring
training complex in Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., and flew to the West
Coast to visit Dr. Robert Watkins, a
noted back specialist. By that time,
Winfield was losing feeling in his
right leg and groin. The 66 out-

_fielder feared for more than his ca-
reer. -

“Is it life threatening?” Winfield
asked as soon as Watkins had com-
pleted the examination.

Winfield was assured it was not.
At the same time, he was warned
that the injury was serious.

“Dave had a severely herniated
disk,” Watkins said. “Almost the
entire spinal canal was blocked.”

The cause of the injury was ner-
mal “wear and tear,” Watkins said.
“Twisting is the most commeon
cause.”

Winfield hoped that surgery
could be avoided, but quickly rea-
lized it could not.

“They tried to shoot dye up there
and the dye wouldn't pass,” he re-
called. .
~ Said Watkins, “It was imperative
that he have surgery because of
the blockage of the spinal canal.”

Winfield entered Centinela Hos-
pital Medical Center in Inglewood,
Calif., and underwent a four-hour
operation on March 24 Using a mi-
croscope to aid in the procedure,
surgeons removed fragments of
the herniated disk and relieved the
pressure-on the spinal nerve. The
operation provided immediate re-
liet‘ from the pain.

"1 was up walking the same:-
day,” Winfield said.

He realized, however, that his re-
covery would be a long process.
And since Winfield had been vir-
tually injury-free during his 16
major league seasons—he did a
stint on the lS--da:'.lr disabled list in
1882 and again in 1984—rehabilits-
tion would be Eumething tntally
new,

of his ca-
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Dave Winfield hopes for a season that proves he can still play..

“It was a very sobering moment
for Dave because he had always

been an athlete with tremendous
health,” said Jeff Klein, tue out-
fielder's agent since 1883. “It (the
injury) wasn't something that
came from being out of shape or
overweight or not taking care of
himself.”

No one knew exactly how long
the rehabilitation program at the
Kerlan-Jobe Orthopedic Clinic
would take,

“I guided it (the rehab program)
in order to take a long look at
things,” said Watkins. “We were

very cautious about him returning

to play last year and [ was against
it. The rehabilitation program is a
key to preventing a recurrence of
the injury.”

The first step in Winfield's recov-
ery was to do nothing. He was or-
dered to rest for six weeks.

“They didn't want him to pick up
a coffée cup,” said his wife, Tonya.’

Gradually, Winfield began differ-
ent exercises designed to strength-
en his back and teach him to pro-
tect the healing area. The same
determination that had helped him_
become one of the game's premier
players was his greatest ally in his
FecOVETY process.

““He did much better than I
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thought he would,” Tonya said. “He

accepted it and set his mind on the
goal, which was to get back to
playing baseball” -

Said Klein, “The thought of retir-
ing never even crossed his mind.
To Dave, this was just another
challenge and the summer off re-
minded him how much he missed
the game.”

In July, Winfield sat in the stands
at Anaheim Stadium for the All-
Star Game, an event he had partic-

- ipated in for 12 consecutive sea-

sons. He was accompanied by his

| - % wife and several of her relatives.

“The kids were confused for a
minute,” Tonya said. “They said,
;Why is Uncle Dave not on the

Eld. o
mgwgeﬂeld took his mind off miss-
game by becoming an en-
tertainer for the family members
who had accompanied him. .

*] gave them the play-by-piay,”

thﬂeld sald. “What to anticipate,

3  the weak American

EEE

what different people were think-
ing abmt. pitchers, fielders, man-

If the All-Star Game reminded
Winfield hew much he missed

" baseball the rest of the seasoa re-

minded the Yankees how much
they missed Winfield.

The absence of the slugging
right fielder contributed greatiy to
the Yankees' 7487 record, their
worst since 1967. The club was mot
above 500 after July 16 and gradu-
ally sank to a fifth-place finish in
Lesdgue East

“I didn't like watching them that

-much,“ Winfield said. “It wasn’t a

pretty sight.”
Winfield's absence was doubly
crippling to the Yankees because

they had traded their other key
. source of righthanded power, Jack

Clark, to San Diego the previous
“That's like San Francisco losing
(Kevin) Mitchell and (Will) Clark,”
said Yankees principal Owner
George Steinbrenner. “We would
never have let Clark go if we knew
Winfield couldn't play. If there was
one guy on the team I felt would be
in there, it was Winfield.”
d. Winfield was unable to
five months after the op-
ération. He was not permitted to
-+"pick up a bat until December and

" "was told he couldn't take batting

practice on a consistent basis until
spring training this year.

“We held that (swinging a bat) to -
the very end because of the twist-
ing,” explained Watkins.

The surgeon is confident that
Winfield's comeback will be suc-
cessful.

“He's as dedicated and hard-
working and sincere a guy as I've
ever taken care of. He had a seri-
ous problem and he wasn't whim-

. pering to anybody,” Watkins said.

“In terms of physical condition,
he's in superb condition. I would
say he’s in better condition now
thann" a few years ago. I'm sure of

Being in top shape has always

~ been a priority for Winfield and the

injury has served to reinforce that.

“I've worked harder than pre-
viously,” he said "It's been more
concentrateE”

Because the Yankees acquired
right fielder Jesse Barfield from
Toronto last April, Winfield is
being asked to shift to left for the
1990 season. A winner of seven
Gold Gloves, Winfield is prepared
to accept the move, although he is
less than thrilled about it.

“] know what kind of right field-
er I am and have been,” he said
“Nobody has won my position or
outplayed me for my position and
wouldn't. Dave Winfield knows
right field. 1 know the angles, the
throws, the fence. .

“Going to left field in Yankee
Stadium is a big difference. The.
sun is in your eyes, it's a different
angle, a different corner.”

The Yankees are more than
happy to allow Winfield an adjust-
ment period as long as he can re-
turn to fulitime duty in the cutfield.
On that point, Steinbrenner noted
that doctors’ reporis were en-

couraging.
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Reggie Jackson
By JOSEPHDURSO - .

hE‘w YORK ‘The Battle r.:-i' hew York is arb-:-ut to unfoid
on a manicured, wifidy spring-training field 1.100 miles
from Broadway when Dave Winfield arrives for work with
the Yankees and asks Reggie Jackson to move over.
- But the opening rumbles- were heard the other day in
Manhattan while Winfield raced through a series of busi-
ness meetings, clearing the decks for his debut asthe rich-

est baseball player in the world: $1 million down plus $1.4 .

million & vear for the next 10 years plu$ cost-of-living
raises. And the message he sent was clear: he is not awed
by New- York, and the Yankees did not n‘mke him rich-
only richer: .

*1'm not coming here cold lnke some country bumpkir
looking at the tall buildings,” Winfield said in between
huddles with bankers and real estate people. '] dun t Feel
. I'm visiting here. I'm here.

1 was doing okay before. When I went to neguhate my
tontract, I had my mink. [ wasn't begging. | already had
my Mercedes my raccoons and myntes and my dia-
rmonds.”

Not bad t'ﬂr an upemng salvo. Eut now, !’br David Mark
Winfield: the time has come to put.it all- mgether words
and music. Having made financial history, it's the hour for

: . making some basebal! history. And he must make it in the

town where the Yankees won 32 American League pen-
nants and 22 World Sf_:rie:s without him, and where Reggie
Jackson became the “straw that stirs the drink.”

“The word:"" Winfield said, assessing his situation in |

clinical terms, “is challenge. I accept it readily. I know
they can either love you or hate vou here. But i'd rather
face the chalienge every day than not have the opportunity.
_evervday.
“In San Diego, 1 was the dominant play er. the caplain,
. the leader, the attraction. But we never had a good team in
seven years, never. I only played 11 games of consequence

for San Diego: seven opening-day games and four All-Star

Games

-But people in New ?-:-rk ask. will it-work out? That's
it.. People here don’t re::ilv know if I can play baseball. It's
like Bob Watson: He hit and he did it all in Houston. But
~ when he came to the Yankees, he had to do it all over again
to prove the point. As for me. we'll find out.”

People also will find out if Dave Winfield can play the
money game and the celebgity pame. Every month for the
next 10 years. he will receive a check far more than
$116,000. Every day during the hu&eball season, he will be
reminded of it.

He will play near Jackson in the uul‘.ﬁﬁfld He will proba-
bly bat in front of Jacksen or behind him in the lineup. He

“will compete with Jackson in the locker room. in the public
eye and in the cast on stage for the ultimate rank: No. 1
man on the New York Yankees, . .

“Dave Winfield is my utility player,” Manager Gene Mi-

~‘chael quipped at the New York baseball writers’ dmner

“He piays anyplace—-anyplace he'wants.”

The Yankees greeted Winfield this winter like a hem,
and why not? He executed the most clamorous walk in
t'ree-agem history, tea'-:mg the Padres at the age of 29 and
_ aupctioning his services for the biggest bundle on record.
For an-established star like Jackson., who, has created
World Series legends for the Yankees, all this figured to
strengthen the team and skyrocket the salary scale.
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Now the signing and the ceremony are past. and the time
arrives to make it work. And there’s the question, hanging
over {the Yankees as they gather for another spring: Is New

York big enough for both Jackson and Winfield?
Winfield, 6 feet 6 inches tall, crisp and cool, considered

- " the question in his suite in the Summit Hotel in Manhattan

as he whirled through his final day of business transactions
before taking a roundabout route to Flonda.
Before he could answer, he was beaten to the punch by

_ his agent, Al Frohman. ¥ years old, 5 feet 4 inches short,
somewhat rumpled, sumewha: weary and .indisputably . -

emotional.

“"Reggie has his way.’ " Frohman said, leaping m the
mark, “and that's his privilege. Dave has his own way.
This city had Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth and John McGraw
at the same time. New York has always harbored the key.
It's strictly an attitude of getting along.”™ :

Winfield, sounding dlplnmauc but again not shnnkmg
then gave his.own answer:

“New York is tremendously big. big Ennugh for Reggie

.arid me both. [ don't see any hard in-fighting or animosity.

I don't want to skirt the issue. But let me contribute to the

_ team first."

Make no-mistake: the situation is sticky. despite the

 brave words, and money makes it so. Dave Winfield did not
_sign for just a little more than Reggie Jackson; he signed

for twice as much. And Jackson promptly made it clear to
George Steinbrenner, chief dispenser of Yankee gold. that
winfield's treasure was now the model. So there they
stand, only four vears after Steinbrenner courted Reggie in
the town's fine restaurants and paraded him through the
midtewn sireets to stoke the ego of the man who became

. the Yankee honcho of the 1970s.

Now it's the 1880s, and here comes Dave Winfield with all
that class, all that respect, al that money. After playing at
the University of Minnesota. he was drafted by the Padres
in baseball, the Vikings in football and both the Utah Stars
and Atlanta Hawks in basketball. Eight years later, he
again makes history with the granddadﬂu of contracts’ But
now the battle begins for the passion and the purse of New

' York, where Reggie reigns.

“When I became an athlete,”” Winfield said, tracing his

route. 'l became a businessman. I've known for a long
" time that this was the place to be. New York is the great-

est. .

“{ felt it in 1973, when we were here in the NIT, our
basketball team. We were plaving Alabama or somebody
in Madison Square Garden. Then suddenly Walt Frazier
walked into the arena and stote the show, just by walking

iri. 1 thought: *Thisis their man. They storm for him. Wait"

Frazier owns this town. This is the'stage.’

“When I started coming here with the Padres, [ got the -'

same feeling. In 1979, we were playing the Mets in Shea
Stadium and the scoreboard announced the results of the
‘All-Starvoting. | had the most votes, and [ got a stundmg
ovation. You identify with that.

Then, when I came to New York back befare lhE free
agent draft in November, | went to the Garden one night
for o basketball game and bought some ice cream. Bul the
vendor recognized me and wouldn't take the money. The

- guy just threw me the ice cream and said: 'Remember the

Mets on Thursday.” Then a kid shouted: ‘E:ther ihe Metsor

the Yankees, but come here.’
“1 know. fans are Tickle. and there’s no umuun: of money
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: que Winfield_

wurth the abuse the media can_hand out here. You can
make d guy ortbreak a guy. In San Diego, when it got bad, |
didn’t read the newspapers for a while. HEI"E"+ it's 4 chal-
fenge, and.l adcept it.

Winfield has what you would call an extravagant track
record in accépting challenges. At Minnesota, he won 13
games aad o3t only one as a pitcher in his senwor year, hit
more than -400 as an outfielder and was voted the most
‘valuable player n the College World Series. He also

“starred on the buskettill fedm and, aithough he skipped

football, he. stilf was drafted as a tight end by the Vikings.

Fm:hall was out of the question,
just wasn't my game. | contemplated pro haskelhalt hut.
from the-time Lwas a little boy and people asked me what l

. wanted tu be, [-dhrmys said a professional baseball player.”

That was fite with the Padres, who promptly picked hirn
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" he remembered. 11:--

in the amateur draft and ticketed him straight to-San .

[hegu with no'detour to the minor leagues.’

“Two days after I signed.” he said, "I was in a uniform '

iri center Nield. [t was s:tr:mge because 1I'd always been an
American League fan, growing up in St. Paul and following
the Twins. You know, Har[ngp Kll!ebrew and Zoilo Ver-
salles, they were my guys-”" ~

The first three Uimes he went to bat.an the National
League, he grounded gut. The fourth time, he drilled one to
third base and the ball knocked the glove from the third
baseman's hand. He vutran a high throw to first, and had
his first hit i the big leagues. The next day, he went Jfor-4
with a hemmre run. and then hit safely in f-:-ur mi::-re gaml:-.-,
for a streak of six.

No dice. Life isn't that simple. After rhal. the hut rookie
took an O-for-21 collar, and “"they sat me down,” So for a

* while, he ran up some b:%le!ephﬂne bills calling his mother

and brother tack in St. Paul, agomizing over the long and
short of life in“the bigs. ' - o

But he survived that challenge. too. He fimshed that
brief summer with 39 hits in 56 games, became a regular
the foHowing vear, hit 20 home runs and agenized no more.
That was in 1974, 1wo years before the free apent revolu-
tion. At abuul the samme time, something else happened to
Winfield. He met Albert 5. Frohman, a onetime musician
and kosher-food caterer from New York, and a remarkably

ful:her and sof.

In 1977.." Frohman said, de.icrll:rmg a milestone un their
road fo riches, “David’s contract was up for renewal, and
we figured we were going from $47.000 to $100.000. But peo-
ple said. ‘Don’l rock the beat.! He could've'become ua free
-agent then. We finally asked for three years at $525000.
They ﬂffere-d three at $500,000, and said, ‘Not a penny
more.” We signed for four years at §l 4 million.”

“A long timme'apo,” Winfield said, “Al told’ my mnthﬂ'..
‘Your son will be making millions.” We knew we'd be deal-
ing in millhons.”

Now lhez. are in New York. de‘.’:img in many mmmna
“Now,” Winfield said, "'I've got to pat all this behind me

- close relationship took shape, player and agent, almost

and play ball. But I can do it. The reason for a lot of my

success as an athlete is that I could separale things in my
mind and body. 1t's-an old philosophy: eraw vour home
from your work. And U'll start doing 1t now.
“"New York 1s o Mm:'ca* © Frohman intoned.
Mecca.”
Also a gold mine,-amd maybe soon a battiefield.
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.-Dave Hingman.' sgunding hike

" * a magna cum laude graduate of Dale Carnegie’s courses
on “How to Win Friends and Influence People.” greeted.

_ the New York press corps like long lost friends. Well, not
" exdctly friends.” More like enemies he's prepared to live
with. 3 - ) . -

E—:ninan shocked his new bosses ws well as his old

friends3n the typewriter jockey corps by not only holding a

friendlv press conference his first day bakk in a ew Ydrk
Mets uniform. but by also promising to get along with the
scribes. : .

Not oniy that, when he walked into a crowded press

- .. room, he asked New York writers to raise their hands and-

_ then went about tossing theim small boxes which included
ballpoint pens with the engraving “3-4-31 D.R.”
“It's just a little thought,” Kingman said, “'to let you be

_ reminded of this-day~that i'm trying. I'll try and get along

with vou if you trwand get along with me. I'm starting
over. I'll be happy to cooperate fully with the New York
- press in any way 1 can. I'll try again if you will.”
But even as he spoke, Kingman got in a slight dig.

“I'm going slowly,” he gibed, "'so you can get all this

] nghLu | . . i .
Kingman did have one ground rule. -
“You can ask me any questions about baseball and 1

want you to report things exactly as you see them, good or
‘bad. But my privateiife is' my own. Stay out of my.private
. life.” - :
 Kingman said he does not seek publicity but it comes to
. him anyway. B : s
“1 don't care to have my name in the headlines,” he
- suggested. “But everybody knows my name because of the

adverse publicity I've received.” : -
© When the incident involving the bucket of ice water he
threw on a Chicago writer last year was brgached. King-
man smiled. ' "3 -

““The publicity I got from that was unbelievable. I'll
admit I'm an agitator. 1 love practical jokes. But in a fun
- way. Notin a vindictive way.” S

Chicdgo writers covering the White Sox in nea-rh}'.Sara-_

sota attended the press conference and Kingman was-cor-

dial to them. But he refused flatly to answer any gquestions |

abouf his two-year feud with the press corps in Chicago,

" Kingman's arrival was greeted jovously by his new

teammates. Said Lee Mazzilli: 'l know gne thing. We're
going to score some runs.” _ :

Manager Joe Torre added. “'Dave gives us the game-
breaking power we've been lacking. This is the best offen-
sive team we've had since | became the manager.”

Said General Manager Frask Cashen: I surveyed all

the power hitters who might be available and Dave King-
man was my No. | priority. This deal has been on and off
for six months.” |

. "It was amazing to see the confidence suddenly bagin to '

Yank Millionai

By PHIL PEPE

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.—The first coming of a New
York Yankees millionaire was routine, matter-of-fact,
quiet. The second coming of & Yankee millionaire was an
. explosion, a happening. : o
' Daveé.Winfield reparted for his first day as a Yankee on
February 27, as scheduled. Reggie Jackson-arrived four
-days later, two days later than expected, which didn’t sit
well with team Owner George Steinbrenner. o

It was not a case of Reggie feeling he would be upstaged
‘by Winfield, but he had told Steinbrenner he had- some
commitments and some persona).things to take care of,
and that he would be kite. Steinbrenner said it was his

understanding that being late meant not reporting with the:

rest of the squad on February 27

Jackson said it was his understanding that since the _

Basic Agreement stipulates that no player can be forced to

report later than March 1, then he would not need permis-

sion to .come in after February 27. If Steinbrenner was
giving hirn permission to be late, Jackson reasoned, it had

- - to mean after March .

No way, said Steinbrenner, and he sltapped Reggie with a
fine of $2,500 a day, his approximate daily pay based on a
200-day year. By the time Jackson reported two days late.
the tab had gone to $5,000. . .

A year ago, when he also reported two days late. Jackson
was fined $500 a day. He turned that.into a positive action
by matching his fine and donating the total of $2,000 to New

. York City's high school athletic program.

This time, Reggie said, he would file a grievance if the
fine sticks and Steinbrenner insisted that the fine would
stick. . -

] realize there's a little inflation,” Jackson said, “but
500 percent®" - P i !
" Jackson said he knew all along he would not be in camg
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" Dave Kingman -took the happy approach as he

.amived in the Mets St. Petersburg, Fla., camp and

ooze from the Mets foliowing the deal that sent popular.
hard-working Steve Henderson to the Cubs for Kingman.
Even the fact that Kingman might not be up to par physi:
cally and rmay force drastic revisions in Torre’s lineupdid
not dampen the enthusiasm. : :

The feeling expressed by players and fans was that at
long last, the club had done something constructive. Win-
ter signings of free agents Dave Roberts, Rusty Staub-and
Mike Cubbage, plus deals that brought Bob Bailor and

- Randy Jones, were sort of ho-hummed in New York.

Now the Mets have reacquired a bat that might ;irndur:e
some vitally needed home runs. Said Cashen: "“Our home

~ run total two years ago-was 74 and last year it was 6. 1
. knew gur primary need was pawer, [ think we got it.”

Said catcher John Stearns:. *The important thing is to

~ get Kingman and Staub to play a minimum of 120 games.”

Stearns, by the way, is still nursing a damaged right index
finger and is worried about whether he'll be able to throw
properly by the time the season arrives. -

“if we could get Staub and Kingman 500 at-bats apiece,
we could score.runs,” Mazzilli chipped in. "Hey, we've got

" three guys at the top of the lineup=Mookie Wilson, Frank

Taveras and m;*self —who are capable of stealing 30, 40, 50
bases. Now-we've got some guys to drive us in.”

“Just having Dave in the No. 4 spot,”” said Torre, “is |

bound to help Mazzilli. He led the club with walks last year
because they pitched him carefully. They won't be able to
do that this year with Kingman behind him."” - -

Kingman. who was as glad to get out of Chicago as the =

res March In Like Lion, Lamb

on March | and tried to make that clear to 5teinbrenner,
who-would not listen. Reggie was quoted as saying Stein-
brenner gave him “a hell of an inference that it would be
okay to be late. But you know George, sometimes he gelsto
the point where it is no discussien at all, where you can’t
get a 'word in.”" - o

Steinbrenner insists there was never any inference..

“That's a ploy on his part,”* the owner said. “Reggie is
telling the truth when he sayshe couldn'i get & word in. 1
was raking him over on that point. Time and time again I
said March 1. When he talked about'being late, I said ‘Reg-
gie, how could you even ask that?” ' ' -
By contrast to Jackson, Winfield came in like a lamb his
first day as a Yankee. He moved-in smoothly, blending
unobtrusively with the rest of his new teammiates, causing
attention only because of his size (6:6. 220 pounds), his new

~wealth and his first day in pinstripes.

. In his first day, he had trouble hitting the ball out of the
batting cage, but pointed out, *"There will be no cage when
the season starts.” S :

Winfield wore No. 31'and a size 7% batting helmet that is

“the largest worn by a Yankee in years, but Winfield does
not have a big head, even if he has more than his share of
“confidence in his ability. - : S

" It was inevitable that Winfield would be asked about his.

relationship. with Jdckson, wiho seems to need the spot-
light, to thrive on attention and recognition. That's fine
with big Dave. . '

*1 didn't have a spotlight in San Diego.” he said. "And |

"didn't come here to take the spotlight. If you do well, you
“want the spotlight. If you don’t you don’t want-it."”
Yankee Doodles: Rudy May became the first casualty.of .

the spring when he underwent 'minor surgery for removal
of substances from.his urinary tract. He missed five days.

" ... The Yankees got all 40 roster players under contract by
signing Greg Cochran and Juan Espino and invoking the
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shared a laugh with-Manager Joe Torre (right) and
GM Frank Cashen. T

Cubs appatently were delighted to be nd of him, advised
Torre by phone even before his arrival that he may not be
ableto play the outfield. . - o -

Kingman injured his right shoulder on a play at home
plate last May and played in only 81 games after spending a
good part of the year on the disabled list. i

“He says_he has flexibility in the shoulder but has not
exercised it.” Torre reported.-”I may have to play him at
first base and move Rusty to the outfield. Probably left
field. I'm thinking of Rusty in.left, Mazzilli inm center and
Wilson in right."Joel Youngblood? I'll probably_move him

. to third base.”

Metscellaneous: No one was happier to see Kirigman ina
Mets uniform than Neil Allen. who developed a nasty habil
of serving up home run balls io Dave. "My ERA hasto drop
by at least two goints,” the happy reliever chuckled. . . .
Kingman will wear No. 5 until Scott Holman. who now

wears his ¢ld 26, is shipped out. . . ; Kingman indicates he'll -

change his fifestyle now that he's back in Gotham. He led 2
hermit existence in Connecticut in his first tour with-the
club. Now he says he is seeking a pad in swingmg midtown
Manhattan. Just call Kim Downtown Dave.

The Mets intend to give sinkerball pitcher Billy Smuth o
charice to be the No. 5 starter. He was drafied out of the
Houston chain and has had a chance to pitch in the big
leagdes. . . . Rookie catcher Lloyd McLendon was the first
serious casualty  He sufféred a fractured left-arm when

~ Rick Sweet dccidentally hit ham with a bat.

renewal clause inspitcher Chris Welsh's contract. . -,
Frito-L&iy, the Yadkees' radio sponger. has mitiated a pro-
gram in-which it will donate §50 to the Sloan-Kettering
cancer clinic for every run the team scores in 1981, wath-u

“minimum contribution of $50,000. Last year, the Yankees

scored 820 runs. . . . -
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“Dave Winfield is a very proud
athiete,” Steinbrenner said. “I
think if any athlete has a chance to
come back from an injury like that,
Dave Winfield will do it.”

What? Were these words of
praise from Steinbrenner, the man
who once dubbed Winfield “Mr.
May™? .

“The ‘Mr. May' remark was
made in the heat of the moment,”
Steinbrenner said. 1 never said

me. It's up to other people to de-

cide.” .

There are things besides induc-
tion into the Hall of Fame that spur
Winfield. The lure of returning to
the All-Star Game after a year
away, the possibility of adding to
his line of Gold Gloves and the
hope that he can return to the
World Series drive him, the latter
perhaps most of all.

Said Winfield, “I've played too

hard to always come up short.”

The Yankees last reached the
World Series in 1981, Winfield's
first season in the Bronx after leav-
ing San Diego and signing a 10-year
contract as a free agent. Winfield
failed miserably in the Series, pro-
ducing one hit in 22,at-bats, and the
Los Angeles Dodgers triumphed in
SiX games.

This could be Winfield's last shot
at glory with the Yankees. His 10-

Dave Winfield was not important
and did not give you 100 percent
* _ He's always played hard for me.

“I have nothing but hope for him.
We need him. We need his leader-
ship and his playing ability.”

Need often makes for unexpect-
ed allies. :

As for Winfield, he looks to the
examples of Joe Montana of the
San Francisco 48%ers and Larry
Bird of the Boston Celtics—both of
whom have battled back from in-
jury—for encouragement in his
own comeback effort.

“‘When you look at Bird and
Montana and think about what
they have going for them . . .
they're not only skilled but experi-
enced and knowledgeable about
the game,” Winfield said. “They
know why they're successful. They
know the techniques of the game.

“I know how to play the game.
They say Bo knows football. Win-
field knows baseball: I can say
that.”

No one is about to question him
on that point. In the 10-year period
preceding last season, Winfield
paced all major leaguers with 1,017
runs batted in, two more than Phil-
adelphia Phillies great Mike
Schmidt collected in that time.
Winfield has 1,438 career RBIs and
357 home runs. He needs only four
homers and 99 RBIs to match the
totals of another great righthanded
hitter who starred for the Yankees,
Hall of Famer Joe DiMaggio.

The Hall of Fame, incidentally,
is one of the elements that drives
Winfield. It is possible he has done
encugh already to reach Coopers-
town. But if he can return and put
together a few more big years, all
doubt will be erased.

“I don't know how people per-
ceive it,” Winfield said of his ca-
reer. “I've tried to be a dominant,
premier player at my position for a
long time and people have ac-
knowledged that. But it's not up to

= a

Winfield, wier of seven Gold
Gloves, is being asked to switch
_ to left field from right for the

1990 season. o

b

Because in 1990,
Major League Baseball

joins the CBS Sports
line-up.

And this year, for the first
time, all the crown jewels of
Baseball will appear on one

Network — CBS. The All Star | jp

Game, the American and
National League Champion-
ship Series and the World
Series will all be brought to
you by CBS.

In 1990, experience Baseball
the way only CBS can deliver
it. With action you can get
into. Analysis in depth. And
stories told from the heart.
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year contract expires at the end of
the season and the Yankees say
the extent of Winfield's recovery
will determine their interest in

.him. Front office officials from

other teams also will be observing
him closely. £,

So back to the question: Can
Winfield still play?

“I'll sign two more times,” Win-
field boldly predicted. “That's a
(three-year contract) and a two, or

1 OR BABE:RUTH, IT WAS 1927. For Joe
DiMaggio, it was 1941. For Willie Mays, it was 1954. For Roger
Maris, it was 1961. For Kevin Mitchell, it was 1989. For CBS, the

- Dream Season will be 1 990. | |

a three and a one with an option . . .
watch” -
Despite the injury, his age, and
the long layoff, Winfield is certain
he will reassert himself and regain
his place near the top of the game.
“People forget quickly, they
really do,” Winfield said. “There
are new stars and new heroes
every day, but it's going to be hard
to forget me when I come back
“I'm going to be a big force.”

T .
e B o T
o 2

I e ey e
3 sk Bd
i R e o e
g - EL

£ i

Catifornia ats

i l|],-_"3_!_t:i1-l:
e ;
-.—.-_,.-:____.-_3.:':‘7]-9.3-5-_4?‘_" =8an E_'lﬁgﬂ 31

—

poduly 7 %

.

T a2

s i
RS
o B T e

Y

a

At Chicago WhIle-S0x

.
= x el
ﬁl
=,
ol e
S =

R e iRy T e, P L
= P e T e e T

T Tt
-League Ch

.
s B e
-

T

«i-c-ﬁ"it*
e

= B

- -

R - e

e e x =
e e L
R O Sty
I-Lea
= +

T e

_,,:;_?,'E'r"v- . ==
i T

- ki
e,

. -
- T

g g o e
.‘_.!1..t:{-1n--1,-' EAE
ety S P e 4 K e

foston at Baltimore.-
St. Louis at Chicag
San Francisco at-Rouslon. =
- Oakland at anﬂi%r 7
“Chicago Cubs at SanFrancis
“Minnesota at N¥:¥a
All Stat Game it s

Ay auly: ﬁgj%an Francisco at Ehf
= S Ly -5' Philadelphia a

St. Louis at New York:Mets
Baltimore al KansasCity -~ -

i S
b=

smpion

=

- ll_':_?. - e
hampions

i A
e

-

T

t e T
' i =

SR fwi e

il e e

ITANCISCO: -
St-Lowis -

t Oakland="- .-
-I_":i__:!."-.-'-'_

Oaklagd—=" ..

L s o S R T '
= =t H -k - =

S R e

ship-Series

- '.'._ {.', '-—'.'\- T

S e e Ao

“Séries -

e
o kg
hip-
:r{DE -

- g -
T Ve W 1Y e
At a2
- -l- -
* L.L--; _": __'-: '-.'-z"l v
Tt o

Major League Baseball on CBS.
The Dream Season Comes Alive.




